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PREFACE. 


V>iiRCUMSTANCEs  which  I  could  neither  forefee 
nor  prevent  have  retarded  during  feveral  months  the 
publication  of  thefe  volumes ;  and  I  regret  to  add, 
that  the  delay  has  not  contributed  to  render  them 
more  worthy  the  attention  of  the  reader  than  they 
would  have  been  if  more  early  completed. 

If  this  ftatement  were  defigned  to  apologife  for 
any  grofs  or  glaring  defect,  I  mould  expect  to  meet 
with  the  fate  to  which  fuch  efforts'  to  aifarm  the 
juftice  of  criticifm  are  juftly  entitled.  But  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  abide  the  cenfure  of  my  judges 
on  all  points  which  relate  to  the  material  objects  of 
my  talk,  fuch  as  information,  induftry,  and  candour ; 
and  intreat  their  lenity  only  towards  fuch  faults  in 
compofition  and  connection  as  may  be*  perceived  in 
a  work  frequently  interrupted,  and  purfued  with  an 
attention  lefs  concentrated  than  was  requifite  to  its 
perfect  execution. 

Comprifing  fo  many  and  fo  great  events  within  fo 
frnall  a  compafs,  little  fpace  has  been  beftowed  on 

reflection 


iv  PREFACE. 

reflection  of  defcription.  It  has  been  my  chief  en- 
deavour to  collect  facts,  to  arrange  them  clearly^ 
and  place  them  in  fuch  a  view  that  the  obfervations 
to  which  they  give  rife  may  feem  rather  to  originate 
in  the  mind  of  the  reader  than  to  flow  from  the  au- 
thor. The  enumeration  of  authorities  I  have  often 
confidered  neceflary,,  not  only  as  a  voucher  for  my 
own  fidelity,  but  as  a  direction  to  thofe  who  were 
defirous  of  more  copious  information. 

On  the  whole,  judging  this  work  by  a  comparifori 
with  thofe  which  have  appeared  on  the  fame  fubject  in 
French  or  Englifli,  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the 
candid  reader  will  find  a  more  compact,  correct,  and 
copious  body  of  information  than  has  yet  been  pre- 

fented.    That  it  is  far  from  perfect  will  not  form  a 

i 

charge  againfl  it  in  the  minds  of  liberal  judges,  when 
they  confider  all  the  impediments  to  the  attainment 
of  perfection  in  fuch  a  labour. 

In  fubmitting  this  production  to  the  public,  I  do 
not  afpire  to  the  higheft  praife,  but  mall  be  perfectly 
fatisfied  if  thofe  who  formed  a  favourable  opinion  of 
my  talents  in  confequence  of  my  former  publica- 
tions are  not  induced  to  retract  them  on  the  pcrufal 
of  this. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


JlN  all  periods  of  that  momentous  era,  diftinguim- 
ed  by  the  name  of  the  French  Revolution,  great 
varieties  of  opinion  have  been  entertained,  not  more 
on  the  nature  and  quality  of  parri-j  "lar  afts,  than 
on  the  general  circumftances  from  which  fo  mighty 
an  event  could  derive  its  origin.  Among  the 
many  caufes  which  have  been  affigned,  fome  are 
too  remote  and  fantaftic  to  merit  attention  j  fuch 
as  the  aflertion  of  Pages  *,  that  the  invention  of 
the  compafs  and  of  printing  had  contributed  to  the 
French  revolution,  by  diffufmg  fcience,  and  in- 
creafing  the  love  of  adventure;  others  are  problema- 
tical, as  the  remark  of  Montjoye  f,  that  the  dik 
couragement  of  monadic  vows,  and  want  of  a 
bloody  war,  had  occafioned  a  redundant  popula- 
tion ;  and  the  judgment  of  Necker  J,  that  the  glory 
attending  fome  periods  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
had  left  in  the  minds  of  Frenchmen  a  permanent 

*  Hiftoire  fecrcte  de  la  Revolution,  t,  I.  p.  266. 
f  Eloge  hiftorique  et  funebre  de  Louis  XVI.  p.  71. 
}  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  I.  p.  5. 
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love  of  admiration,  and  an  inceffant  neceflity  for  all 
ranks  of  people  to  make  appeals  to  public  opinion. 
Several  other  caufes  have  been  afligned  with 
more  plaufibility,  and  perhaps  with  little  hazard 
of  contradiction,  as  to  their  exiftence  and  opera- 
tion ;  but  their  importance  has  been  over-rated  in 
considering  them  as  primary  caufes,  when,  in  fact, 
they  were  merely  fubordinate,  and  owed  their  in- 
fluence over  the  public  mind  to  the  artful  and  ma- 
lignant ufes  to  which  they  were  applied.  The 
origin,  chara^r,  and  progrefs  of  the  French  re- 
volution may  with  the  fmalleft  probability  of  error 
be  afcribed  to  a  faction  long  nouriihed  in  the  aca- 
demies and  cities  of  France,  and  other  continental 
dominions,  connected  with  numerous  focieties 
through  all  parts  of  Europe,  meditating  a  total 
change  in  manners,  laws,  and  the  courfe  of  public 
worfliip,  and  projecting  an  entirely  new  diftribu- 
tion  of  power  among  nations,  with  a  general  over- 
throw of  all  eftablhhed  authorities.  The  exiftence 
of  fuch  a  feet  is  rendered  indifputable  by  the  re- 
fearches  of  modern  authors  *,  and  their  views  and 
machinations  were  difcerned  long  before-  they  be- 
gan to  take  effect,  by  various  perfons,  and  parti- 
cularly by  an  illuftrious  traveller  of  our  own  nation, 
who  in  1765  left  an  authentic  and  precife  ftate- 

*  Particularly  the  abb£  Barruel,  and  professor  Robison. 
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ment  "which  has  fince  been  in  a  moft  remarkable 
manner  verified  *. 

The  writers  and  reafoners  attached  to  this  party 
fucceeded  in  rendering  religion  ridiculous,  and 
afterwards  odious ;  from  the  abufes  of  popery, 
and  the  perfonal  characters  of  fome  priefts,  they 
proceeded  to  a  fyftematical  attack  on  myfteries  and 
miracles,  and  from  thefe  to  the  very  exiftence  of  a 
God.  Their  aflaults  were  varied,  according  to  the 
difpofition  of  the  parties  they  were  delirous  to  con- 
vince j  and  where  a  total  triumph  over  religious 
fentiment  could  not  be  obtained,  they  contented 
themfelves  with  inferior  conquefts,  knowing  that 
every  fchifm  among  the  fupporters  of  revelation, 
and  the  eftablifhnients  founded  on  it,  ftrengthened 
the  general  interefts  of  the  party  whofe  aim  was 
directed  againft  both  eftablifhment  and  revelation. 
In  this  part  of  their  attempt  they  met  with  fpeedy 
and  confpicuous  fuccefs,  and  .thus  prepared  their 
way  for  further  attainments. 

The  attack  on  governments  was  managed  with 
more  caution,  lince  all  nations  have  prudently  con- 
fided to  their  rulers  other  powers  for  fuppreffing 
attempts  againft  their  authority  than  thofe  which 
in  modern  times  have  been  committed  to  the  vo- 
taries of  religion.  Governments  were  therefore 
covertly  aflailed,  by  general  declamations  in  favour 

*  See  Lord  Orford's  Works,  vol.  V.  p.  122. 
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of  liberty,  by  the  oftentatious  produftion  and  r>- 
petition  of  offenfive  parts  of  modern  hiftory,  and 
by  continual  contrafts  of  the  prefent  with  times 
paft,  or  the  fyftem  under  which  thefe  fpeculifts 
lived  with  that  of  other  nations  poffeffed  of  greater 
freedom  and  happinefs. 

In  France,  the  writings  of  a  band  who  affumed 
the  title  of  economifts,  fpread  general  difcontent, 
and  infpired  a  great  eagernefs  to  increafe  the 
wealth  and  diminim  the  burthens  of  the  nation  by 
a  rigid  and  indifcriminate  faving.  This  fe£l  car- 
ried, by  their  exhortations  and  efTays,  fchemes  of 
agricultural  fpeculation  into  the  fields,  and  of 
commercial  and  pecuniary  fraud  into  the  cities ; 
they  rendered  the  people  jealous  of  every  fpecies 
of  public  reward,  and  repugnant  to  every  mode  of 
taxation.  All  exemptions  were  loudly  decried, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  was  coniidered 
an  enormous  political  evil ;  feignorial  rights  were 
reprobated  no  lefs  as  indications  of  flavery,  than  as 
impediments  to  good  hufoandry ;  and  the  expences 
of  the  court  were  regarded  with  peculiar  malignity 
as  an  oftentatious  and  ufelefs  mode  of  fquandering 
the  treafure  of  the  people. 

The  maxims  of  thefe  feels  were  deftined  to 
commence  their  active  operation  during  the  reign 
of  Louis  XVI.  and  it  was  a  remarkable  fatality, 
that  the  virtues  and  errors  of  this  amiable  and  un- 
happy prince  equally  contributed  to  his  overthrow. 

Every 
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Every  circumftance  of  his  reign,  which,  according 
to  the  calculations  of  probability,  mould  have  given 
liability  to  his  dominion,  tended  to  its  diffolution 
and  his  own  deftruclion.  His  zeal  in  economical 
reform,  while  it  diminished  the  ftate  burthens,  and 
was  even  fuppofed  fufficient  to  abforb  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  war  without  new  taxes,  tended  only 
to  weaken  his  power  by  diminifliing  his  influence, 
and  removing  from  the  eyes  of  his  people  the 
fplendid  pageantry  in  which  they  fo  much  delight- 
ed ;  while  it  left  their  views  and  defires  of  relief 
from  burthens  ungratified,  and  authorifed  them, 
from  a  confideration  of  what  was  fuppreffed,  to 
cavil  at  that  which  remained. 

His  marriage,  which  it  was  fuppofed  would 
fupprefs  all  rivalfiiip  between  France  and  Auftria, 
fubjec~ted  his  conduct  to  the  mod  cruel  cenfures 
and  unfounded  fufpicions ;  and  far  from  removing 
the  caufes  of  antipathy,  brought  them  nearer  to  his 
perfon,  by  affording  to  his  enemies  conftant  means 
of  fuggefting,  that  in  the  cabinet  the  queen's  in* 
fluence  eftablifhed  a  party  which  was  to  favour  her 
native  country  at  the  expence  of  France. 

But  the  greateft  and  moft  important  error  in  the 
king's  conduct  was  his  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the 
Americans  in  their  revolt  againft  Great  Britain. 
The  defects  in  the  conftitution  of  France,  though 
numerous  and  glaring,  might  have  been  remedied, 
and  an  excellent  focial  fyftem  in  time  formed  by 
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the  adoption  of  fome  parts  of  the  Englifh  code  $ 
but  without  intending  any  fuch  attempt,  the  French 
government  treacheroufly  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendence of  America,  and  fent  their  fleets  and  ar- 
mies to  the  fupport  of  fubjedts  difavowing  their 
-king,  and  of  a  congrefs  profefledly  attempting  to 
found  a  republic,  in  which  neither  titles,  here- 
ditary functions,  nor  an  eftabliflied  priefthood  fhould 
find  a  place.  Nor  were  the  individuals  to  be  em- 
ployed better  felected  than  the  caufe  in  which  they 
were  embarked.  The  command  of  fleets  and  ar- 
mies was  not  given  to  men  of  long  eftablifhed 
character  and  tried  allegiance,  but  to  individuals 
whofe  mifconduct  in  former  wars  had  rendered 
them  objects  of  fufpicion,  or  whofe  youth  and 
inexperience,  joined  to  prefumption,  and  an  over* 
weening,  felf-importance,  would  render  them  on 
their  return  turbulent,  factious,  and  dangerous. 

The  conduct  of  finance  was  at  the  fame  time 
entrufted  to  an  empiric  minifter,  an  alien  to  the 
land,  an  enemy  to  its  religion,  and  a  republican 
by  birth.  He  confirmed  in  the  people  the  habit  of 
examining  by  general  principles  and  garbled  ftate- 
ments  alone,  the  expences  and  revenues  of  the 
ftate ;  and  when  difmifled,  his  errors  and  his  arti- 
fices had  equally  contributed  to  involve  his  fuc- 
ceflfor  in  difficulty  and  danger.  Thus  the  American 
war,  producing  to  France  no  political  benefit,  left 
her  plunged  in  debt  and  fpeculation,  open  to  all 

the 
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the  attempts  of  financial  projectors,  the  reveries 
of  political  reformers,  and  the  attacks  of  the  antU 
religious,  and  anti-monarchical  party. 

A  centre  and  fupplies  are  ever  the  great  requi- 
fites  of  a  political  faftion  which  aims  at  important 
achievements ;  and  thefe  were  found  in  Paris,  in 
the  wealth,  rank,  profligacy,  and  turbulence  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans.     This  man,  himfelf  a  member 
of  the  royal  family,  nourimed  in  his  heart  a  ran- 
corous antipathy  againft  the  reigning  branch.    Re- 
gardlefs  of  chara6ter,  and  yet  ambitious  of  fame, 
he  was  furrounded  by  profligate  companions  and 
literary  parafites,  who  led  him  with  rapid  fteps  to 
promote  the  aims  of  the  religious  and  focial  inno- 
vators.    Thus,  during  the  years  which   followed 
the  peace  and  preceded  the  revolution,  political 
parties  both  male  and  female  were  formed  in  Paris, 
and  throughout  the  provinces,  propofing  particu- 
lar reforms,  or  general  alterations  j  fome  were  af- 
fectedly derived  from  the  focieties  of  free-mafonry, 
of  which  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  elected  grand- 
mafter;  others  pretended  only  to  charitable  ends  or 
philofophical  enquiries.    Publications  of  more  than 
ufual  audacity  were  profufely  circulated  ;  and  the 
cuftomary  reftraints  of  government  werefuperfeded 
or  rendered  unimportant   by  ridicule   and  perfe- 
verance. 

The  oppofition  made  by  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
the  inundation  of  pamphlets  on  all  fubje&s,  the 
fcarcity  of  bread,  which  irritated  and  alarmed 

the 
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the  people  ;  the  mobs  raifed  on  every  occafion,  and 
threatening  the  moft  frantic  violences  ;  the  tumult- 
uous proceedings  of  the  national  aflembly ;  the 
feduftion  of  the  foldiery  ;  the  undifguifcd  refiftance 
to  authority ;  and  the  manoeuvres,  clamours,  and 
calumnies  againft  the  king  and  queen,  which 
preceded  the  i4th  of  July,  1789;  may  in  a  great 
rneafure  be  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  though  his  fubordinate  agents,  or  venal 
mercenaries,  often  flood  recorded  as  the  only  pro- 
jectors and  perpetrators  of  the  a£ts  *. 

Foreign  nations  regarded  thefe  great  events  with 
aftonifhment,  but  with  various  degrees  of  fympathy, 
proportioned  to  the  nature  of  their  own  govern-, 
ments,  or  their  apprehenfions  of  the  ultimate  refult. 
In  England,  the  gallantry  difplayed  in  overthrowing 
the  Baftille,  the  attempt  to  eftablifh  a  free  conflitu* 
tion,  founded  on  a  trial  by  jury,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  could  not  fail  to  meet  general  applaufe. 
The  cruelties  which  followed  the  de(lru6tion  of  that 
hated  fortrefs,  though  they  made  a  ftrong  impref* 
lion,  were  generoufly  imputed  to  popular  error,  and 
rather  deplored  than  feverely  cenfured  ;  but  the  fub- 
fequent  plunder  and  burning  of  chateaux  in  the 
provinces,  and  the  murder,  and  even  torture,  of  their 
owners,  could  by  no  arts  be  fo  palliated  as  to  meet 
general  fan&ion.  The  plunder  of  the  privileged 
clafTes,  and  indeed  of  all  landed  proprietors,  by 

*  For  a  detail  of  caufes  of  the  French  revolution,  fee  Nouveaux 
Interets  de  rEurope,  chap.  i. 
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the  decree  of  the  4th  of  Augiifr,  1789,  and  thofe 
which  followed  againft  the  lands  and  revenues  of 
tbe  clergy,  gave  alarm  to  all  men  who  ferioufly 
viewed  the  nature  of  property,  and  favv  with  how 
much  facility  the  arguments  which  rendered  that 
robbery  popular  might  be  applied  by  the  needy  in 
any  country  to  every  kind  of  acquifition.  The 
tranfa&ions  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oftober  were 
viewed  with  ftill  greater  horror  and  regret :  thofe 
who  were  content  to  fee  the  authority  of  the  French 
monarch  abridged,  were  mocked  at  the  unprinci- 
pled ferocity  and  brutality  with  which  his  degrada- 
tion to  the  ftate  of  a  captive  was  precipitated ;  nor 
could  all  the  arts  of  palliation,  nor  all  the  untruths 
profufely  publiflied  in  vindication  of  thefe  events, 
alter  the  well-founded  opinion  of  their  moral  enor- 
mity, and  political  portent.  The  opinion  at  firft 
rafhly  and  benevolently  entertained,  that  opprefTion 
had  driven  a  loyal  and  long-furTering  people  to  rc- 
fiftance,  gradually  yielded  to  a  convi&ion  of  their 
infatiable  love  of  blood  and  plunder,  and  to  a  de- 
monftration  that  their  own  complaints  or  grievances 
did  not  form  the  ground  of  their  efforts,  but  that 
they  were  mifchievous  tools  in  the  hands  of  a  de- 
fperate  fa£Hon,  and  that  their  dimonefty  and  cruelty 
were  the  principal  engines  to  be  ufed  in  reducing 
the  court  and  the  kingdom  to  paflive  fubje&ion, 
through  the  double  terrors  of  poverty  and  affaffina- 
tion. 

Still, 
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Still,  when  by  a  temporary  exertion  of  firmneffc 
La  Fayette  had  occafioned  the  retreat  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  a  (late  of  moderate  tranquillity  enfued 
which  feemed  to  augur  better  days ;  but  this  happy 
profpeft  was  again  clouded  by  the  ramnefs  and  folly 
of  Bailly,  who  in  propofing  the  folemn  foppery  of 
a  confederation  revived  the  means  and  motives  of 
infurreftion,  and  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
leader  of  the  principal  faftion  to  revifit  France. 
Even  the  day  of  confederation  would  have  been 
marked  by  difaftrous  events,  had  fufficient  time  re- 
mained after  the  return,  of  the  duke  ;  but,  befides 
the  want  of  preparation  in  his  party,  the  zeal  of  the 
ftderis  from  the  departments,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  Breton,  prefented  fo  ftrong  a  barrier  about 
the  throne,  that  a  momentary  exertion  of  force 
could  not  have  (haken  it ;  and  the  fedu£b'on  of 
fo  large  and  loyal  a  body  could  not  be  effecle.d 
without  leifure  for  concerting  the  means. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

State  of  the  public  Mind  in  France — General  Diftruft — 
Difaffeclion  of  the  Military-r-Revolt  at  Nancy — 
fuelled  by  the  Firmnefs  of  Monfieur  de  Bouille — Gal-* 
lantry  of  Dejilles — Influence  of  the  Clubs — the  Jaco- 
bins— Club  of  ^uatre-vingt-neuf- —  Characters  of 
Barnave  and  the  Lameths — Club  of  Cordeliers — Cha- 
racJers  of  Marat — Danton — Anacharfis  Clootz — He- 
bert — Saint  Huruge — Camille  Defmoulins — Fabre 
d*  Eglantine — Increajtng  Licentioufnefs  of  the  People — 
Martial  Law  decreed — Publication  of  the  Red-book 
— Rejtgnation  and  Retreat  ofNecker. 


J.N  the  folemn  oath  by  which  the  French     17QO      c 
had  recently  bound  themfelves,  the  ere-    July  !*•  <-->/ 
dulous  thought  they  beheld  the  return  of  domeftic 
tranquillity ;  but  the  more  penetrating  anticipated 
only  a  fcene  of  vaft  and  unqualified  perjury.  Some 

ap- 
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CB.  I.  apprehended  that  the  fovereign  would  attempt  to 
1190,,  regain  a  portion  of  the  authority  wrefted  from 
him ;  and  it  was  ftill  more  to  be  dreaded  that 
his  fubje&s  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  ad- 
vantages they  had  acquired.  The  people  heard 
with  diftruft  the  aflfurances  of  the  prince ;  and  while 
he  was  anxious  only  to  preferve  the  little  power 
that  had  been  left  him,  the  multitude  were  in- 
ftru£ted  to  confider  the  rights  they  had  afferted  as 
precarious  in  their  duration,  unlefs  fortified  by  the 
ruins  of  the  throne. 

The  habits  of  obedience  which  had  long  cha- 
rafterifed  the  nation  were  univerfally  relaxed,  the 
laws  no  longer  reverenced,  the  duties  of  fove- 
reignty  no  more  regarded.  The  contagious  fpirit 
of  revolt  had  been  communicated  to  the  troops ; 
and  in  the  intemperance  of  their  civic  feafts,  and 
in  the  fedu&ive  appellation  of  citizens,  the  foldiers 
had  renounced  their  military  fidelity  and  difcipline. 
Inftead  of  confiding  in  their  commanders,  they  were 
taught  to  complain  that  the  tardy  pay  and  meagre 
recompence  of  their  fervices  were  detained  and  in- 
tercepted by  the  fraud  and  avarice  of  their  officers  ; 
and  thefe  unjuft  accufations  were  foon  made  the 
foundation  of  real  injuries. 

The  garrifon  of  Nancy,  the  capital  of 

the    ci-devant  Lorraine,   was   diftinguifhed 

by  its  fuperior  turbulence,   and   feditious  fpirit ; 

and  the   regiments  of  which  it  was    compofed, 

had 
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had  made   a  formal  demand  of  certain  fums  of   CH. 
money  which  they  afTerted  were  due  to  them.    The     17y 
commanding    officers,    Meflrs.  Malfeigne  and  de 
Noue,  tried  the  effecls  of  expoftulation  and  me- 
nace ;  but  were  imprifoned  by  the  tumultuous  fol- 
diers,  who  alfo  plundered  the  military  chelr. 

Hoping  to  fecure  impunity  by  a  formidable 
combination,  the  infurgents  difpatched  deputies  to 
the  regiments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  in- 
viting them  to  the  fame  excefles,  and  an  aflbcia- 
tion  in  the  fame  caufe.  But  before  thefe  deputies 
could  fulfil  the  object  of  their  miffion,  the  national 
affembly  had  been  apprifed  of  the  events  at  Nancy. 
Many  members  who  had  fan£tioned  the  defection 
of  the  troops  from  their  fidelity  to  the  throne, 
heard  with  different  emotions  that  they  were  ra- 
pidly afpiring  to  make  off  all  controul,  and  dif- 
played  a  promptitude  and  vigour  which  they 
never  feemed  to  poflfefs  when  the  fafety  of  the  fo- 
vereign  was  the  object  of  deliberation.  The  depu- 
ties from  the  garrifon  of  Nancy  were  arrefted ;  and 
the  marquis  de  Bouille,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
troops  at  Metz  and  on  that  frontier,  was  directed 
to  march  againft  the  infurgents. 

M.  de  Bouille  was  diftinguifhed  among  the 
few  who,  fuperior  to  popular  applaufe  or  re- 
proach, attached  themfelves  to  the  monarch  in 
proportion  as  his  means  of  rewarding  them  de- 
clined j  though  his  well-known  loyalty  was  far 
from  recommending  him  to  the  leaders  of  the 

popular 
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CH.  I.  popular  fa&ion,  they  yet  refpefted  his  former 
J790.  achievements,  his  enterprifing  valour,  and  that  hu- 
manity which  even  the  enemies  of  France  loudly 
extolled.  A  confiderable  force  was  rapidly  colleft- 
ed,  and  he  appeared  at  the  gates  of  Nancy  before 
the  mutineers  were  informed  that  he  had  com- 
menced his  march. 

His  prefence  produced  a  momentary  awe ;  the 
revolted  foldiers,  on  his  fummons,  delivered  up  mef- 
iieurs  Malfeigne  and  De  Noue ;  but  before  the  gates 
could  be  thrown  open,  with  fatal  levity  they  re- 
fumed  their  arms,  and  pointed  a  cannon  againft  the 
troops  which  had  advanced  within  thirty  paces  of 
the  gates. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  M.  Defilles,  an  officer 
of  the  regiment  du  Roi,  by  an  a6t  of  heroic  enthu- 
fiafm,  fufpended  for  an  inftant  that  fury  which  his 
eloquence  had  been  in  vain  exerted  to  allay.  He^ 
threw  himfelf  before  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  to 
which  the  infurgents  were  applying  the  match, 
exclaiming,  "  Stop,  for  Heaven's  fake  1  they  are 
your  friends,  your  brethren,  whom  you  are  going  to 
deftroy  :'*  his  virtue  was  refpefted ;  a  paufe  enfued ; 
a  negotiation  was  commenced;  and  a  hope  was 
cherifhed  that  by  the  magnanimity  of  an  individual, 
the  lives  of  hundreds  might  be  faved. 

To  vindicate  the  outraged  authority  of  govern- 
ment, De  Bouille  demanded  that  four  foldiers  of 
each  mutinous  regiment  fhould  be  delivered  up ; 
and  their  punifliment  referred  to  the  national  af- 

fembly ,: 
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fembly  j  and  that  the  garrifon  mould  evacuate  the    C«.  I. 
town,  and  await  his  orders  without  the  walls  119 j. 

Thefe  moderate  terms  were  rejected  with  infult; 
the  fignal  for  attack  was  given  ;  Defilles  again 
ruihing  between  the  opponents,  fell  pierced  with 
honourable  wounds*  -,  and  about  fifty  or  fixty  of 
M.  de  Bouille's  vanguard  were  killed. 

The  indignant  troops  rulLing  forward,  were  en- 
countered with  an  obftinate  fire  from  cellars,  win- 
dows, and  roofs  of  houfes  ;  their  perfeverance,  how- 
ever, triumphed  over  every  obftacle  ;  the  mutineers 
were  driven  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  and  at  length 
compelled  to  throw  down  their  arms,  after  killing 
and  wounding  forty  officers,  and  nearly  four  hundred 
privates.  The  Swifs  regiment  of  Chateauvieu, 
which  had  been  the  laft  toforfake  its  duty,  was  alfo 
the  laft  to  fubmit,  and  about  eighty  of  the  privates 
.being  taken  in  arms,  were  tried  by  a  council  of 
war,  compofed  of  their  own  countrymen  ;  twenty 
were  fentenced  to  death,  and  between  fifty  and 
fixty  to  the  galleysf. 

*  He  however  furvived  to  enjoy  the  immediate  admiration  of  his 
•ountry  ;  and  to  atteft  afterwards  in  his  exile  her  ingratitude. 

f  Thefe  men  were  liberated  31  it  December,  179;,  by  thelegif. 
lative  atfembly.  on  the  pretence  that  the  amnelty  for  revolutionary 
crimes,  decreed  by  the  constituent  aflembly,  applied  to  them.  A 
feftival  was  given  in  their  honour,  to  which  they  were  carried  in  a 
triumphant  car,  and  a  fubfcription  made  for  their  benefit ;  and  they 
attended  in  the  affembly  (April  pth),  were  received  with  compli- 
mentary fpeeches,  and  invited  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting. 
Debates.  Bertrand'e  Annals,  vol.  V.  p.  2»6. ;  VI.  p.  44.  72. 
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Ca.  I.  When  the  intelligence  of  thefe  events  reached 
1790.  Paris,  the  populace  accufed  M.  de  Bouille  of  having 
ilied  the  blood  of  patriots,  whofe  only  crime  was 
an  ardent  zeal  for  liberty,  and  threatened  to  march 
to  Metz  for  vengeance.  His  head  was  loudly  de- 
manded, but  he  was  protected  by  the  attachment 
of  his  troops,  and  the  moderation  of  a  majority  of 
the  Parifian  national  guards.  Notwithftanding  the 
utmoft  efforts  of  calumny,  his  conduct  was  highly 
applauded  in  letters  written  by  the  king  and  by  La 
Fayette,  and  the  national  aflembly  publicly  ap- 
proving the  proceedings  of  the  general  who  had 
obeyed  their  orders  with  greater  expedition  and 
efficacy  than  they  had  reafon  to  expect ;  but  they 
would  not  brave  the  clamour  of  the  mob  by  in- 
flicting punifliment  on  fome  of  the  rebels  taken  in 
arms*. 

For  fome  time,  however,  the  affembly  had  been 
fenfible  of  an  external  controuling  influence,  which 
was  rapidly  acquiring  an  afcendancy  over  the  public 
mind.  The  rage  for  political  difcuffion,  and  the 
defire  of  arranging  certain  meafures  for  debate  in 

*  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  195  et  feq.  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  III. 
p.  40.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  December,  the  aflembly,  on  the 
motion  of  Siller}',  cenfured  the  municipality  of  Nancy  j  and  in  the 
enfuing  year  (^th  June),  they  decreed  that  the  widows  and  children 
of  the  national  guards  killed  at  Nancy,  and  at  the  Baft  ilk,  fliould  be 
maintained  at  the  public  expence  :  (hewing  by  this  aflbciation  a 
total  revolution  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  thisinfurrettion. 

the 
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the  legiflature,  had  induced  fome  members  at  an  Gar*  I. 
early  period  of  the  fittings  to  form  a  fociety  which  ""^goT 
they  called  Le  Club  Breton  ;  this  was  at  firft  fmall 
and  feleft,  founded  by  the  deputies  from  Bretagne, 
but  when  the  affembly  removed  to  Paris,  it  was 
augmented  by  all  the  oppofition  parties  in  that 
body,  and  a  great  number  of  political  adventurers 
and  fpeculifts.  They  hired,  as  a  place  of  meeting, 
a  building  formerly  appropriated  to  the  religious 
order  of  the  Jacobins,  and  by  that  name  the  fociety 
was  afterwards  diftinguifhed.  This  club  was  be- 
come the  centre  of  intrigue  j  it  maintained  extenfive 
correfpondenc.es  with  affiliated  focieties  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  amounting,  according  to  fome 
reports,  to  two  thoufand,  though  others  reduce  the 
number  to  fix  hundred.  All  the  provincial,  or 
affiliated  bodies,  receiving  their  impulfe  from  the 
parent  fociety,  fpread  infurreclion  and  the  love  of 
jicentioufnefs  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  to  their 
fittings  the  foldiers  were  invited  as  the  beft  fchool 
for  infubordination ;  and  the  officers  found  their 
authority  too  weak  to  prevent  their  attendance.  By 
the  jacobins  every  meafure  of  the  legiflature  was 
either  prepared  or  refitted ;  its  way  fmoothed  by 
petitions  and  acclamations,  or  impeded  by  clamour, 
menaces,  and  riots.  The  club  alfo  maintained  com- 
munication with  various  foreign  focieties  through- 
out Europe  j  and,  by  the  influence  of  its  members 
in  political  and  literary  journals,  promifed  to  fpread 
VOL.  i.  c  in 
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CH.  I.  in  erery  direction  the  contagion  of  its  principles, 
1790.  and  prepare  mankind  in  general  to  acquiefce  in, 
and  even  applaud,  the  confequences  refulting  from 
them*.  Every  principal  town  and  almoft  every 
confiderable  village  in  France,  furnifhed  an  affecta- 
tion with  which  the  club  at  Paris  held  a  regular 
intercourfe  ;  it  liftened  to  complaints ;  fuggefted 
means  of  redrefs  ;  affected  to  confole  ;  and  promifed 
to  chaftife  ;  but  its  language  of  confolation  was  re- 
ferved  for  thofe  who  violated,  and  its  chaftifements 
directed  againft  thofe  who  fupported,  the  laws. 

When  that  fociety  began  to  erect  itfelf  againft 
the  conftituted  authorities,  when  it  proceeded  to 
arraign  and  impede  the  decrees  and  decifions  of  the1 
legislative  body,  and  to  affert  a  dangerous  inde- 
pendence, feveral  members,  who  were  alfo  de- 
puties in  the  national  affembly,  in  hope  of  checking 
its  influence,  embodied  a  new  club,  which  was 
called,  from  the  year  in  which  it  was  formed, 
Quatre-vingt-neitj 'j  and  in  which  were  enrolled  the 
dukes  of  Rochefoucault  and  Liancourt,  La  Fayette, 
Mirabeau,  and  even  Chapelier,  the  founder  of  the 
jacobins. 

The  duration  of  this  new  fociety  was  fhort,  and 
its  influence  never  extenfive.  The  projectors,  iix. 
the  vain  expectation  of  adding  to  its  weight,  had 
confined  the  claim  of  admiflion  to  members  of  the 

*  See  Conjuration  de  Robefpierre.  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II. 

p.  37*. 

affembly, 
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afl'embly,  the  department,   the  municipality,   and   CH.  I. 
the  officers  of  the  national  guard  :  but  this  diftinc-    j^o. 
tion  was  painful  and   offenfive   to  the  lovers  of 
equality  ;  the  club  of  Quatre-vingt*neiif  was  con- 
fidered  an  ariftocratic  aflbciation,  and  quickly  de- 
clined into   oblivion  ;  while  Mirabeau,  Chapelier, 
and  its  moft  able  members,  fought,   in  the  bold 
tumultuous  difcuffions  of  the  jacobins,  to  retrieve 
that  popularity  which  had  been  fliaken  by  their 
temporary  feceflion.  But  their  ftations  were  already 
occupied  by  Barnave,  and  the  Lameths  ;   and  ia 
that  hall  where  Mirabeau  had  formerly  governed 
without   control,  he  now  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
ftruggle  for  pre-eminence  againft  formidable  rival,s. 
Barnave  was  educated  in  the  profeffion  of  the 
law,  and,  like  moft  other  avocats  returned  to  the 
ftates-general,   felt  indignation,  and  even  hatred, 
againft   the  nobility   and  fuperior  clergy,  for  the 
contempt  with   which  the  -clafs   of  lawyers  had 
been  formerly  treated.     To  gratify  the  revenge  thus 
excited  in  their  minds,  the  advocates  fpared  neither 
exertion  nor  intrigue  ;  and  in  their  indifcriminating 
ardour,  they  overthrew  not  only  the  nobility  afid 
clergy,  but  the  law  itfelf,  and  even  thofe  maxims 
of  right,  and  that  horror  of  crime,  on  which  alone 
an  efficient  fyftem  of  law  can  be  founded.  Barn.ave> 
while  he  Ihared  the  refentful  feelings  of  his  com-     „ 
peers,  more  than  fhared  with  them  the  favour  of  the 
populace  ?  and  he  took  more  than  ordinary  means 

c  2  to 
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CH.  I.   to  acquire  it  when  he  anfwered  the  complaints  or* 
1790.    *h,e  murders  which    followed   the    i4th  of  July, 
1789,  by  the  brutally  farcaftic  queftion,  "  Is  the 
blood  that  has  been  (hed  then  fo  very  pure  ?" 

The  eventful  hiftory  of  the  revolution  can  hardly 
furnim  a  more  difgufting  inftance  of  ingratitude 
than  was  difplayed  by  the  Lameths  in  their  ardent 
oppofition  to  government.  Their  houfe  ranked 
among  the  moft  illuftrious  of  Picardy  -,  the  liber- 
ality of  their  fovereign  had  in  a  great  meafure  re- 
paired the  etnbarraffrnents  occafioned  by  the  pro- 
fufion  of  their  anceftors.  Louis  XVI.  had  made 
ample  pecuniary  allowances  to  the  marchionefs  de 
Lameth,  for  the  education  and  eftablifhment  of  her 
children  ;  and  fuch  was  the  confidence  of  that  un- 
fortunate prince  in  their  gratitude,  that  her  five 
fons,  an  inftance  unprecedented  in  France,  were 
entrufted  with  the  command  of  as  many  regiments; 
yet  on  the  firft  murmur  of  difaffeQion,  they  forgot 
their  obligations  to  the  throne,  and  were  among 
the  moft  rancorous  revilers  of  the  king.  Alexander 
Lameth  is  faid  to  have  eftablifhed  .the  committee  of 
correfpondence  at  the  jacobin  club  ;  and  Charles 
Lameth,  inflated  with  the  applaufe  bellowed  on 
his  fpeeches  in  the  national  aflembly,  avowed  him- 
felf  the  rival  of  La  Fayette,  and  afpired  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  national  guards. 

Yet  while  Barnave  and  the  Lameths  feemed  moft 
fully  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  jacobins,  and 

were 
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were  anxious  alone  to  prevent  Mirabeau  from  re-   CH.  I. 
gaining  his  former  afcendancy,  new  characters  be-    ._^0 
gan  to  appear;  the  names  ofPetion   and  Robef-  , 
pierre  were  inscribed  on  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  ; — names  then  obfcure,  but  deftined  af- 
terwards to  glare  with  horrible  luftre  in  the  annals 
of  the  revolution. 

But  while  fome  men,  from  an  opinion  that  too  ' 
much  violence  prevailed  in  the  jacobin  club,  en- 
deavoured to  counteract  its  effects  by  a  more  mo- 
derate aflbciation,  another  clafs,  more  numerous 
and  fuccefsful,  confidering  its  proceedings  and 
principles  too  languid,  formed  themfelves  into  a 
new  body,  denominated  at  firft  La  Sociitb  Prater- 
mlky  but  afterwards,  from  the  convent  in  which 
thefe  fittings  were  held,  the  Club  of  Cordeliers. 
The  orators,  who  were  of  the  loweft  clafs,  -affi- 
duoufly  mingled  with  the  multitude ;  detailing  in 
the  language  of  the  moft  profligate  vulgar  their 
own  proceedings  and  opinions  j  upbraiding  the 
tardy  labours  of  the  aflembly  j  reviling  all  who 
were  diftinguiflied  for  rank,  talent,  or  even  popu- 
larity ;  and  extending  their  open  contempt  of  reli- 
gion beyond  the  limits  by  which  the  boldeft  de- 
magogues had  hitherto  bounded  themfelves. 

One  of  the  confpicuous  fupporters  of  this  af- 
fociation  was  Marat,  a  native  of  Neuchatel,  and 
confequently  fubjedt  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  :  a 
quack  doctor,  equally  obfcure  and  prefumptuous. 

He 


12  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE;. 

CH.  I.  He  courted  the  vulgar  by  oaths,  blafphemies,  and 
njo  obfcenities,  which  were  unfparingly  ufed,  not  only 
in  his  fpeeches,  but  in  his  journal  called  L'Ami  du 
Peuple  (a  name  afterwards  transferred  to  the  au^ 
thor),  which  was  fold  for  a  farthing,  and  was  re- 
plete with  abufe  and  invitations  to  infurre&ion  and 
murder. 

Another  eminent  cordelier  was  Dan  ton,  a  lawyer 
•without  praftice,  but  not  without  talent,  remark- 
able for  a  loud  voice,  and  an  undaunted  courage : 
he  was  at  this  time  ftruggling  into  notice,  but  had 
jalready  made  himfelf  formidable  Jo  La  Fayette  and 
Bailly,  whom  in  common  with  the  other  members 
of  the  club  of  cordeliers  lie  attacked  with  great 
vigour. 

This  club  alfo  received  among  its  members  a 
Pruflian  baron,  whom  his  godfathers  had  named 
Jean  Baptifte,  but  who  chofe  to  call  himfelf  Ana- 
charfis ;  an  appellative  which,  joined  to  his  harm 
furname  Glootz,   made  a  medley  of  Greek   and 
Gothic,  not   more  whimfical  than  the  mind  and 
conduct  of  the  individual.     This  man,  of  whom 
it  was  doubted  whether  he  was  really  .mad  or  only 
fanatic,  was  ufed  as  a  tool  by  the  due  de  Liancourt, 
to  prepare  for  the  ceremony  of  the  confederation, 
by  attending  at  the  bar  of  the  afTembly  with  a  troop 
of  Savoyards,  teachers  of  languages,  negroes,  and 
foreigners  of  every  kind,  ridiculoufly  difguifed  in 
hired  dreffes,  to  reprefent  all  the  nations  of  the 

univerfe. 
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univerfe.  Proud  of  leading  this  rabble  to  the  af- 
fembly,  and  of  a  bombaftic  and  nonfenfical  fpeech 
which  he  delivered,  he  affumed  the  title  of  orator 
of  the  human  race,  and  obtained  leave  to  appear  in 
that  character  at  the  confederation. 

Even  thefe  perfons  had  in  the  club  of  cordeliers 
their  humble  fatellites  and  imitators :  Hebert,  au- 
thor of  a  journal  called  Le  Pkre  Duckef/ie9  rivalled 
Marat  in  blafphemy  and  obfcenity ;  St.  Huruge, 
boafting  a  loud  voice,  and  invincible  /impudence, 
followed  the  fteps  ofDanton;  and  if  Clootz  had  no 
profefled  imitator,  it  arofe  only  from  the  eccen- 
tricity of  his  conducl. 

Some  other  men  of  moderate  talent,  as  Camille 
Defmoulins,  an  obfcure  lawyer,  and  Fabre  d'Eg- 
lantine,  a  dill  more  obfcure  poet,  figured  allb 
among  the  cordeliers,  but  being  generally  confi- 
dered  as  dependent  agents  of  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
they  were,  for  the  prefent,  little  relied  on,  though 
their  names  were  often  mentioned ;  Defmoulins  in, 
particular  had  the  credit  of  propofing  the  national 
cockade,  and  by  his  blood-thirftinefs  acquired  the 
name  ofprocureur  general  de  la  lanterne. 

As  firft  in  rank  and  dignity,  the  monarch  and  his 
confort  were  honoured  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
licentious  abufe  diffeminated  by  the  members  of 
this  club.  The  calamities  of  nature,  the  failure  of 
the  feafons,  and  even  the  exercife  of  humanity, 
were  imputed  to  them  as  crimes ;  and  the  po- 
pulace committed  frequent  outrages  and  infults,  on 

pretence 
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CH.  I.  pretence  of  checking  the  fpirit  of  monopoly.  One 
1790.  of  thefe  occurred  at  the  firft  fitting  of  the  legifla- 
ture  in  Paris,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  a 
project  for  a  general  infurre£tion  :  a  baker,  named 
Fran9ois,  accufed  of  refufing  to  fell  his  bread  to 
the  people,  was  barbaroufly  maflacred ;  his  head' 
fixed  on  a  pike  was  the  firft  fight  that  prefented 
itfelf  to  his  young  wife,  then  three  months  gone 
with  child,  as  me  ruflied  through  the  crowd  to  at- 
tempt his  refcue. 

The  national  aflembly  made  this  event  the  found- 
ation of  a  decree,  authorising  magiftrates,  on  the 
appearance  of  a  riot,  to  fumrnon  the  military  to  their 
fupport,  and  proclaim  martial  law.  A  red  flag 
was  to  be  difplayed  from  the  town-houfe,  as  a  fig- 
nal  that  aflemblies  of  the  populace,  whether  armed 
or  unarmed,  would  be  confidered  criminal ;  the  mi- 
litary were  afterwards,  on  the  command  of  the  ma- 
giftrates, to  fire  on  thofe  who  refufed  to  difperfe, 
and  the  offenders  were  alfo  fubject  to  civil  pro- 
fecution. 

This  decree  was  not  however  obtained  without 
oppofition.  Robefpierre  refifted  it  with  feeble, 
though  popular,  arguments  :  the  law  was  calculat- 
ed, he  faid,  to  damp  that  flow  of  freedom  which 
it  was  neceffary  to  cherifh.  The  good  people  of 
Paris  were  very  feldom  in  the  wrong,  always 
meant  well,  and  ought  not  to  be  puniftied  for  the 
errors  they  might  fall  into  when  made  defperate  by 

hunger : 
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hunger:  their  trefpafles  were  venial,  when  com-  dr.  I. 
pared  with  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  obftrucled  the     1790 
free  entrance  of  provifions,  and  created  an  artificial 
famine. 

The  authority  of  the  national  aflembly  was  in- 
deed exerted  to  reftrain  in  future  the  fanguinary 
exceffes  of  the  multitude  ;  to  atone  for  their  bloody 
error  was  the  prerogative  of  the  throne.  The 
queen  fent  the  duke  of  Liancourt  with  a  prefent 
of  fix  thoufand  livres  (262 /.  10,?.)  to  the  widow, 
and  jointly  with  the  king  engaged  to  be  fponfors 
for  her  child.  This  a£t,  like  every  other  of  the 
queen,  afforded  fubjecls  for  calumny:  a  cloud  of 
libels  darkened  the  land ;  and  the  avidity  with  which 
the  people  received  every  accufation  againft  their 
fovereign  and  his  minifters,  could  only  be  equalled 
by  the  diligence  with  which  thofe  accufations  were 
propagated. 

If  virtue  and  real  merit  funk  under  fuch  attacks, 
how  could  factitious  celebrity,  and  reputation  raifed 
merely  on  the  bafis  of  chicane  and  delufion,  hope 
to  furvive  ?  M.  Necker  had  long  been  obnoxious 
to  a  malignant  and  a&ive  party ;  after  having 
ranked  among  the  greateft  politicians  and  mini- 
fters, he  was  confounded  with  the  common  tribe 
of  ftate  empirics  and  intriguers  -,  and  to  jealoufy  of 
his  intentions  had  fucceeded  contempt  of  his  ta- 
lents. His  financial  meafures  were  difregarded,  his 
propofed  loans  fettered  by  the  aflembly  with  condi- 
tions 
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CH.  I.  tions  which  prevented  them  from  filling,  and  his 
\790     Perf°n>  conduct,  and  even  his   private  character, 
were  loaded  with  obloquy. 

!^th         Under  promife  of  fecrecy,  Camus,  who 
March.    ^ad  ^een  piaced  at  the  head  of  a  commit- 
tee of  enquiry,  obtained  from  Necker  a  regifter  of 
all   the   penfions,    gifts,  and   expenditure  of  the 
public  money  by  the  court,  for  the  laft  twenty 
years,  commonly  called  the  red- book.     With  cha- 
ra£teriftic  perfidy,  the  promife  of  fecrecy  was  vio- 
lated, and  the  book  publifhed  in  various  forms, 
and  with  numerous  falfifications  and  infulting  com- 
ments.    The  contents  of  this  regifter  could  not, 
however,  gratify  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  gave  it  to 
the  public,  fince  it  proved  that  the   king's  ex- 
pences  had  been  extremely  moderate,  and  his  ge- 
nerofity,   in  general,   judicious.      Clamours  were 
raifed  refpe£ting  the  fums  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  . 
comte  d'Artois,  but  even  thefe  were  eafily  defend- 
ed j  and  had  they  been  lefs  excufable,  a  failing  pro- 
ceeding from  affection  to  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
might  have  been  pardoned  to  a  French  monarch, 
whofe  private  expences,  in  a  licentious  age,  were 
not  ftained  with  the  record  of  a  tribute  to  any  in- 
dividual who  had  contributed  to  his  perfonal  gra- 
tifications, or  inflated  his  pride  by  flatteries.     But 
the  red-book  recorded  in  unequivocal  terms  the 
ingratitude  of  many  pretended  patriots,  efpecially 
the  Lamethsj   it   proved  that  they  owed  every 

thing 
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thing  they  poflefled,  and  every  thing  they  were,  to   Cu.  I. 
the  king,  whom  they  were  fo  anxious  to  revile  and    ^Q 
degrade. 

Necker  felt  on  this  occafion  the  anger  of  a  man 
who  had  been  deceived,  only  becaufe  experience 
could  not  make  him  wife.  He  was  judicioufly  re- 
proached by  the  king  for  his  miftaken  confidence ; 
but  when  he  ventured  to  remonftrate  with  Camus, 
and  intimated  the  difpleafure  of  the  fovereign,  re- 
ceived this  taunting  anfwer  from  the  deputy  in  his 
own  name  and  that  of  the  committee :  "  We  arc 
certain  that  our  condu£l  will  not  be  difavowed  by 
the  national  aflembly,  and  as  for  the  king — we  are 
not  his  reprcfentatives." 

Even  after  this  infult,  which  he  had  not  cour- 
age to  refent,  Necker  clung  to  his  office  with 
defperate  pertinacity,  nor  did  he  confent  to  retire 
till  alarmed  by  falfe  accounts  of  plots  4th 
againft  his  perfonal  fafety.  Then,  in  ab-  Sei)tem- 
je6l  terms,  foliciting  a  gleam  of  returning  kind- 
nefs,  he  announced  to  the  national  affembly  his  re- 
fignation  ;  adding,  that  he  left  two  millions  of  livres 
(87,500 /.),  which  he  had  lent  to  the  public  trea- 
fury,  together  with  his  hotel  and  furniture,  as 
pledges  of  the  fidelity  of  his  adminiftration.  The  af- 
fembly,  after  hearing  his  letter  with  cold  indiffer- 
ence, pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day  ;  an  ufual  form 
when  a  fubjeft  was  deemed  unworthy  of  difcuf- 
fion.  Some  fe&ions  of  Paris  aflembled  to  deli- 
berate 
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CH-  I.  berate  whether  his  departure  fhould  be  permitted, 

1790.    and  whether  his  propofed  pledge  was  adequate  to 

his  fuppofed  delinquencies  ;  but  thofe  who  wiftied 

for  his  refignation,  difcouraged  every  attempt  to 

impede  his  retreat. 

Still  the  degraded  minifter  was  not  cured  of 
the  folly  of  ambition  ;  he  ftaid  eight  days  in 
Paris,  hoping  that  a  turn  of  affairs  would  in- 
duce fome  party  to  intereft  themfelves  in  his  fate. 
Reluctantly,  at  length,  hefet  out  on  his  journey  to- 
wards his  eftate  at  Copet  hi  Switzerland.  Twice 
in  his  route,  at  Arcis  fur  Aube  and  at  Vefoul,  he 
was  arrefted  by  the  populace,  his  papers  fearched, 
his  perfon  infulted,  and  he  remained  in  hourly 
dread  of  fome  fatal  violence  to  himfelf  and  family, 
iintil  liberated  by  an  exprefs  from  the  national  af- 
fembly.  Such  was  the  flight  from  France  of  that 
minifter,  whofe  exile  but  a  few  months  before  had 
driven  the  people  to  defpair  and  revolt. 

In  his  afylum  at  Coper,  ambition  haunted  him 
like  a  fiend,  and  he  had  not  the  confcioufnefs  of  po- 
litical integrity  to  tranquillife  his  mind ;  which 
was  a  prey  to  the  mifery  of  contemplating  thofe 
horrors  which  naturally  refulted  from  the  principles 
he  had  fan&ioned,  and  the  practices  he  had  adopt- 
ed. His  fituation  is  forcibly  painted  by  his  friend, 
the  immortal  Gibbon,  who  vifited  and  endeavoured 
to  confole  him  in  his  retreat.  "  With  all  the 
means  of  private  happinefs  in  his  power,"  fays  that 

luminous 
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luminous  writer,  st  he  is  the  mod  miferable  of  hu-  en.  I. 
man  beings ;  the  paft,  the  prefent,  and  the  future,  l     T 
are  equally  odious  to  him  ;  when  I  fuggefted  fome 
domeftic  amufements  of  books,  buildings,  &c.  he. 
anfwered  with  a  deep  tone  of  defpair,  in  my  prcfc.nl 
condition  I  can  only  think  of  the  tempcjl  that  has 
vccnchelmcd  me*." 


*  See  Gibbon's  Pofthumous  Works,  vol.  I.  p.  2:3,  and  for  the 
reft  of  the  tranfa&ions  rcfpefting  Necker,  Biographical  Memoirs, 
vol.  If.  p.  194.  et  feq.  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  II.  p.  64. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Dangers  to  which  the  Government  was  expofed — Conduct 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans —  Mirabeau — Report  of  the 
Chatelet  on  the  $th  of  OcJober — Adherence  of  the 
AJJembly  to  the  Family  Compacl — Mutiny  at  Breft — 
Change  of  Mini/try — Complaints  refpecling  Lorraine 
and  Alface-— Efforts  for  acquiring  Avignon. — Perfe- 
cution  of  the  Clergy — New  Oath  de-vifed — Reluctantly 
fanffioned  by  the  King — Some  Priefts  take  the  Oath — 
The  Ecclefiaftics  in  the  AJfembly  refufe — All  the 
BifhopS)  except  three,  and  vajl  Numbers  of  Priefts ,  de- 
prived of  their  Livings— —The  Kings  Aunts  leave 
France — Conduct  of  Mirabeau — His  yunftion  ivitfr 
the  Court — His  Project  for  rejloring  to  the  King  a 
due  Portion  of  Authority — A  Mob  ajjail  the  Palace 
— DifcuJJions  refpecling  the  Kings  Authority — On  re- 
Jlraining  popular  Societies — On  Laws  refpetling  Emi- 
gration— Attack  on  the  Caftle  of  Vincennes The 

King's  Friend*  dif armed  and  maltreated  by  La 
Fayette — Increafed  Exertions  of  Mirabeau — The  King 
.  ill — Regency  ejiablijhed— Refidence  of  public  Func* 
tionaries  decreed — Illnefs  and  Death  of  Mirabeau — 
Public  Honours  paid  to  him — His  Character. 

CH.II.  1790-  DURING  the  courfe  of  the  revolution, 
the  progrefs  from  one  vice  and  excefs  to  others  ftill 
greater  and  more  alarming,  had  been  fo  rapid,  that 

while 
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while  the  ignorant  and  malignant  were  kept  in  CH.  II. 
filence  through  wonder  or  gratification,  the  wife  and  v  _  jr  * 
virtuous  were  excited  to  redoubled,  though  often 
pernicious,  a&ivity  in  endeavouring  to  reftrain  its 
impetuofity  or  alter  its  direction.  The  party  who  had 
from  the  beginning  felt  an  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  royalty  and  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign,  were  af- 
flifted  at  the  daily  degradation  of  his  authority,  in 
which  they  already  beheld  a  complete  overthrow  of 
the  monarchy,  as  well  as  of  the  orders  by  which  it 
was  fupported.  Even  the  greateft  favourers  of  the 
revolution  began  to  be  fenfible  that  their  proceed- 
ings tended  to  extremes  which  prudence  and  a  re- 
gard to  their  own  fafety  fliould  have  taught  them 
to  avoid.  Thofe  who  led  the  fa£iions  in  oppofition 
to  the  crown,  and  who,  to  anfwer  their  own  pur- 
pofes,  had  flattered  the  people  into  an  opinion  of 
their  omnipotence  and  infallibility,  now  found  that 
their  own  arts  were  pra&ifed  wrth  ftill  greater  fuc- 
cefs  by  a  lower  clafs  -3  and  that  thofe  whom  they 
had  employed  as  fervile  retainers  in  guiding  the 
mob,  now  frequently  aflumed  the  direction,  to 
their  own  peculiar  advantage  ;  that  the  fuperior 
agents  in  the  revolution  were  in  daily  danger  of 
being  fupplanted  by  the  clafs  next  below  them, 
while  others  ftill  lower  were  ufing  fimilar  efforts ; 
id  that,  finally,  all  government  and  all  fecurity  muft 
irife  from,  and  be  conferred  by,  the  populace,  in- 
lamed  to  an  extravagant  prefumption  on  the  fub- 

jeft 
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CH.  II.  je&  of  their  rights  and  virtues,  exempt  from  all  re- 
1(i9()J  ftraints  of  religion  and  authority,  jealous,  vengeful, 
and  inexorable. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  whofe  conduct  had  been, 
at  firft,  influenced  by  motives  of  perfonal  animofity 
to  the  fovereigns,  and  particularly  to  the  queen, 
found  that  defigning  men  had  led  him  into  ex- 
tremes which  he  could  not  juftify,  and  wifhed  to 
recede  ;  but  his  overtures  for  conciliation  with  the 
king  not  having  been  cordially  received,  he  had 
become  defperate,  and  refolved  to  perfevere  in  his 
former  courfes.  Still  the  fuperior  clafs  of  his  ad- 
herents faw  the  dangers  to  which  the  kingdom 
was  expofed  5  and  the  duke  de  Biron,  while  he 
confeffed  the  weaknefs  both  of  himfelf  and  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  declared  that  by  their  party  the 
king  and  monarchy  muft  ultimately  be  faved  *, 

Mirabeau,  far  fuperior  to  both  thefe  men  in  ta- 
lents, and  in  perfonal  influence,  felt  greater  regret 
at  the  courfe  of  public  affairs.  With  Necker  was 
removed  a  great  obftacle  to  his  views  of  ambition  ; 
he  had  already  offered  his  fervices,  and  the  king 
was  inclined  to  gain  his  co-operation  in  the  re- 
eftablilhment  of  fome  portion  of  his  former  author- 
ity. A  negociation  to  this  effe£t  was  in  confider- 
able  forvvardnefs,  when  it  was  fruftrated  by  the  re- 
port on  the  tranfactions  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc- 

*  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  324. 

tober, 
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tober,  which  was  made  to  the  aflembly  from  the  CH.  IL 
court  of  Chatelet  *.     Since  the  abrogation  of  par-  ^"7^7 
liaments,  this  tribunal  had  been  authorifed,  con- 
trary to  the  intent  of  its  inftitution,  to  try  crimes  of 
treafon  againft  the  people,  called  in  the  new  lan- 
guage tefe  nation. 

The  proceedings  of  this  court  had  not  hitherto 
given  fatisfa&ion  to  any  party  :  the  fangutnary  re- 
volutionifts  were  difpleafed  with  the  -acquittal  of 
many  perfons  whom  it  was  wiftied  to  facrifice  with- 
out proofs,  and  even  without  a  declared  law ; 
while  the  royalifts  were  grieved,  aftonifhed,  and  of- 
fended at  the  judgment  patted  on  the  marquis  de 
Favras,  who  was  condemned  t6  art  ignominious 
death,  on  the  teftimony  of  two  'men  utterly  un- 
worthy of  belief,  and  on  a  charge  too  abfurd  td 
merit  ferious  confideration  f.  The  fpirit  with 
which  the  judges  of  the  Chatelet  purfued  the 
prefent  enquiry,  though  entitled  to  credit  for  inte- 
grity and  couragej  was  not  qualified  to  augment  their 
popularity :  the  judges  were  known  to  be  hoftile 
to  the'interefts  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  their 
diligence  in  procuring  and  examining  witnefles  in 
every  clafs  of  life,  and  from  all  quarters,  ihfpired 
fear  and  hatred.  The  courfe  of  their  laudable  zeal 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  I.  p<  318.  Biographical  Memoirs, 
Vol.  II.  p.  123. 

•f-  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  Art.  Favras,  and  the  au- 
thorities there  cited. 

vol.  t  p  met 
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CH.  II.  met  with  impediments  not  only  from  the  intrigues 
*  I^Q'  of  the  oppofmg  party,  but  from  the  honourable 
magnanimity  of  the  queen,  who  though  deeply  in- 
jured, and  cruelly  calumniated,  difdained  to  retort 
evil  on  her  adverfaries,  and  inftead  of  the  informa- 
tion which  was  expe&ed  from  her,  gave  only  the 
heroic  and  dignified  anfwer — "  I  faw  all,  heard  all, 
•<  and  have  forgotten  all  *."  The  Chatelet,  how- 
ever, made  great  progrefs  in  th£  enquiry,  and  col- 
lected a  vaft  body  of  depofitions,  which  were* 
read  to  the  aflembly,  with  a  requeft  that 
they  might  be  publiihed ;  but  as  the  reporter  had 
made  it  part  of  his  declaration  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  would  implicate  two  members  of  the 
legiflature,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  that  Mi- 
rabeau  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  were  the  perfons 
alluded  to,  their  friends  and  agents,  after  impeding 
the  hearing  of  the  proceedings,pre  vented  an  authen- 
ticated publication  of  the  depofitions  f« 

The  report  was  fubmitted  to  a  com- 
3()th  Sep.       .  \  . 

mittee  of  the  national  auembly,  the  pnnci-v 

pal  agent  of  which  was  Chabroud,  a  lawyer,  a 
jnan  notorioufly  devoted  to  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
and  who  {hewed  his  attachment,  and  his  want  of 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  50,  All  the  hiftorians  of  the 
French  revolution  atteft  this  grand  expreffion,  and  even  the  moft 
prejudiced  have  not  refufed  it  a  warm  tribute  of  praife. 

f  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  III.  p.  61.  Conjuration  d'Orfeans,  vol. 
HI.  p.  70. 

integrity, 
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integrity,  by  mutilating,  tranfpofing,  and  even  falfi-  CH<  jj 
fying  the  depofitions,  fo  as  completely  to  reverfe  ' — * — ' 
the  fenfe  of  the  witnefles,  to  throw  ridicule  on  the 
tranfa£Hons  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  O£tober,  and  ra- 
ther to  inculpate  the  gardes  du  corps^  than  cri- 
minate their  murderers*. 

The  debates  on  this  report  lafted  two  days  ;  thofe 
members  whofe  depofitions  had  been  falfified  were 
refufed  permiflion  to  fpeak  in  explanation;  the 
gardes  du  corps  were  ably  vindicated  by  M. 
de  Bonnai  -,  and  the  abbe"  Maury,  while  he 
contended  that  the  guilt  of  the  duke  of  Orleans 
was  fully  proved*  admitted  that  no  charge  againft 
Mirabeau  was  fufficiently  fubftantiated  to  warrant 
a  decree  of  accufation.  The  duke  of  Orleans  made 
a  poor  and  unmeaning  defence  through  the  medium 
of  his  friend  Biron,  and  the  next  day  promifed,  in 
perfon,  a  full  account  of  his  condu£t ;  which,  how- 
ever, he  never  produced.  Mirabeau  vindicated 
himfelf  with  equal  eloquence  and  audacity,  treating 
the  report  of  the  Chatelet  as  a  mere  intrigue,  and 
threatening  the  framers  of  it  with  never-ceafing 
vengeance.  The  galleries  were  prodigal  of  ap- 
plaufe  to  all  fpeakers  in  favour  of  the  parties  ac- 
cufed,  preventing  all  others  from  being  heard ;  and 
the  aflembly,  refilling  every  propofition  of  adjourn- 
ment, difcuffion,  or  delay,  pronounced  their  ac- 
quittal. Profecutions  were  commenced  againft 

•*  Bertrand's  Annato,  vol.  III.  p.  109. 


*e  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  II.  fome  of  the  inferior  agents  in  this  horrible  affair, 
1190.    among-  whom  were  a  murderer,  called  at  the  time 
the  man   with   the  long  beard,  but  iince   better 
known  by  the  name  of  Jourdan  le  coupe-tete,  and 
a  blood-thirfty  proftitute,  named  Theroigne  de  Meri- 
courtj  but  the  proceedings  were  fuperfeded  by  a 
decree  depriving  the  Chatelet  of  its  jurif- 
diftion  over  criminal  offences*. 
As  Mirabeau-erroneoufly  fuppofed  that  the  court 
directed  the  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  againft 
him,  all  negotiation  for  his  fupport  was  for  a  time 
fufpended,  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  affembly  was 
purfiied  in  the  ufual  channel".     One  of  the  prin- 
cipal fubjecls  of  their   difcuffion  arofe  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  irafunderftanding  between  the  courts 
of  St.   James's  and'  Madrid,  whiek  appeared  to 
threaten  hoftilities.     On  this  occafion  the  king  of 
Spain  applied  to  France  for  afliftance  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  family-corn pa£t ; 
and  the  legiflature,  after  much  debate  on  the  mef- 
fage  from  the  king,  decreed,  that  they  would  ri- 
goroufly  adhere  to  all  exifting  treaties,  including 
that  compa£t,  and  ordered  a  fquadron  of 
forty-five  fail  of  the  line  to  be  fitted  out 
'  at  Breft,  under  the  command  of  M,   d'Albert  de 

*  See  Hiftorics — Debates — Biographical  Memoirs,  articles  Mi- 
Jabeau  and  Orleans — Bertraod's  Annals,  vol.  III.  p.  109.  A  lefs 
ntenfive  and  fomewhat  incorreft  account  is  given  by  anticipation 
in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  vol.  IJL  p.  491. 

Rioms» 
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Hioms.     But  in  the  arfenals  at  that  port  the  fpirit    CH.  H. 
of  infubordination  prevailed  no  lefs  than  in  other    ^Qm 
parts  of  the  kingdom:  the    galley   flaves 
threatened  to  fire  the  ftore-houfes,  the  failors 
derided  their  officers  and  the  national  aflTembly,  and, 
in  virtue  of  their  ftrength  and  fuperiority  in  numbers, 
claimed  the  right  of  legiflating  for  themfelves.  The 
aflembly  oppofed  to  thefe  exceffes  only  feeble  and 
time-ferving  decrees;  and  the  admiral,  unable  to 
reftore   order,   was  obliged  to  refign  the 

3lft. 

command.     He  was  fucceeded  by  M.  de 
Bougainville  j  but  the  pacification  which  enfued, 
reduced  the  duty  of  the  commander  to  the  difficult 
talk  of  reftoring  fubordination  *. 

Although  the  national  aiTembly  would  not  rifk 
the  conflict  in  which  its  authority  might  have  been 
engaged  with  refolute  and  powerful  mutineers, 
the  events  at  Brett  furnimed  means  for  inculpating 
the  minifters  who  retained  their  offices  after  the  re- 
treat of  Necker.  The  wifli  for  a  change  in  the 
cabinet  had  become  general  among  the  friends  of 
the  conftitution,  the  jacobins,  and  even  the  arifto- 
cratsf.  They  were  attacked  in  a  body  in  a  report 
from  the  feverai  committees  of  the  aflembly  re- 

*  Bertrand's  Annafe,  vol.  HI.  p.  84.     It  is  worth  mentioning 
that  on  this  occafion>  after  an  animated  debate,  it  was  refolved  thai          » 
the  white  flag  (hould  be  no  longer  ufed,  but  that  of  three  colours 
fubftituted. 

^  Bouill«'s  Memoirs,  p,  259. 

fpe&ing 
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CH.  II.  fpe&ing  the  continuation  of  difturbances,  and  the 
k  1  "  want  of  difcipline  in  the  fleet.  The  minifters  being 
reduced  to  inactivity  in  many  refpe&s  by  the  dread 
of  the  tremendous  and  undefined  refponfibility  an- 
nexed to  their  fituations,  their  adverfaries  daily  re- 
newed their  attacks,  the  fections  of  Paris  petitioned, 
and  at  length  they  triumphed  in  the  appointment 
of  a  new  adminiftration.  M.  de  la  Tour 
du  Pin,  minifter  at  war,  was  fucceeded  by 
M.  du  Portail,  who  infured  to  himfelf  a  temporary 
popularity  by  paying  abject  homage  to  the  national 
aflembly,  and  promifing  "  to  reduce  to  practice  the 
fublime  theory  of  their  laws.'*  M.  Duport  du 
Tertre,  an  obfcure  lawyer  and  officer  of  the  munici- 
pality of  Paris,  was  made  keeper  of  the  ftate  feal ; 
fuch  being  the  new  name  given  to  the  office  of 
keeper  of  the  feals,  now  refigned  by  the  biftiop  of 
Bourdeaux.  He  went  after  his  appointment  to  the 
•maifbn  de  la  commune,  and  acquired  the  right  of  re- 
taining his  fcarf  as  a  municipal  officer,  together 
with  the  title  of  plebeian  minifter.  Du  Portail  and 
Puport  du  Tertre  owed  their  nomination  to  La 
Fayette.  The  naval  department  vacated  by  M. 
de  la  Luzerne  was  beflowed  on  M.  Fleurieu,  who 
was  alfo  obliged  foon  afterwards  to  relinquifh  his 
fiation  to  M.  Thevenard  ;  M.  de  St.  Prieft  retained 
his  office  till  the  month  of  December,  when  he  re- 
(igned  in  favour  of  M.  de  Blondel,  and  emigrated  ; 

and 
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and  M.  de  Montmorin,  who  was  not  difliked  by  CH.  II. 
any  party,  ftill  remained  in  place.  nio. 

From  this  period  a  new  fyftem  of  government 
commenced  ;  every  fubordinate  perfon  in  office, 
inftead  of  receiving  directions  from  his  fuperiors, 
thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  afk  inftru&ions  from, 
fome  of  the  committees  of  the  legiflature,  or  to  a6t 
on  his  own  judgment,  relying  on  them  for  his  vin* 
dication. 

Although  the  debates  cm  the  family-compact  had 
produced  the  decree  by  which  the  French  nation 
renounced  all  conquefts,  the  conduct  of  the  legtf- 
lature  fhewed  no  difpofition  to  avoid  war,  and  ftili 
lets  to  ihun  caufes  of  offence  to  foreign  powers. 
The  courie  of  their  declamations  and  nature  of 
their  proceedings  were  replete  with  arrogance  to* 
wards  eftabliflied  authorities  ;  and  they  often  af- 
fected to  legiflate  for  other  nations  as  well  as  them- 
felves ;  a  difpofition  particularly  vifible  in  their  de- 
claration of  rights,  and  their  decree  for  abolifliing 
nobility,  where  they  declared,  not  that  hereditary 
nobility  was  inconfiftent  with  freedom  in  France, 
but  that  it  was  incompatible  with  a  free  ftate.  The 
confequences  of  this  decree  deprived  feveral  princes 
of  the  empire  of  rights  in  the  provinces  of  Lorrain 
and  Alface  ;  but  all  remonftrances  were  treated 
with  lofty  difdain,  replied  to  by  complaints  againft 
the  reception  afforded  to  emigrants,  and  finally  by 
fortifying  and  arming  the  frontier,  under  pretence 

that 
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armies  were  advancing  from  all  quarters  to 
attack  France,  while  in  fa£t  no  danger  or  prepara* 
tion  was  any-where  threatened*. 

Nor  was  the  pretence  of  avoiding  extraneous  ac* 
quifition  adhered  to,  though  as  yet  no  formidable 
Itep  was  taken  for  feizing  the  dominions  of  other 
powers.     The  annexation  of  Corfica  to  the  realm 
of  France  by  receiving  deputies  into  the  aflembly, 
and  thus  binding   the    people,  according   to    the 
expreflion  of  Rabaud  St.   Etienne,   in  the    mild 
chains  of  liberty  and  equality,  was,  in  fact,  no  more 
than  confirming  an   old  ufurpation  ;  but  the  at- 
tempts made  on  Avigfton,  and  the  efforts  for  ob- 
taining a  junction  of  the  Gomtat  with  France,  were 
too  grofs  violations  of  all  pretended  felf-denial  to 
be  explained  or  palliated.     The  meafures  hitherto 
adopted  were  not  of  the  higheft  clafs  of  violence, 
but  intrigues  and  manoeuvres  were  daily  practifed 
to  obtain  addrefles  from  the  municipalities  requeft- 
ing  the  junction  j  and  troops  were  fent  to  inforce 
obedience  to  the  laws,  or  in  other  words,  to  affure 
the  preponderance  of  the  popular  faction  ;  but  the 
proceedings  were  not  fufficiently  rapid  to  gratify 
^he  hopes  of  the  demagogues  of  Paris,  who  awaited 
in  gloomy  expectation  the  accqmplimment  of  their 
fchemest- 

*  See  debates  in  October,  1730,  January  and  February,  1791- 
•f-  See  Debates  zoth  November  and   nth   December,    1790. 
Bejtrand's  Annals,  vol.  III.  p.  189. 

The 
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The  reluctance  of  the  aflembly  to  a£r.  with  vioi-  CH.  II. 
lence  in  feizing  the  papal  rights  in  Avignon,  was  ngy. 
doubly  difgufting  to  the  anti-religious  part  of  the 
community ;  as  they  had  purfued  their  projects 
againft  the  clergy  with  every  appearance  of  fuccefs, 
and  already  entertained  hopes  cf  driving  that  clafs 
of  men,  and  the  faith  they  fupported,  from  the  land. 
The  feizure  of  clerical  property  left  the  minifters 
of  the  Chriftian  faith  in  a  (late  of  abje£l  dependence 
on  thofe  who  made  no  fecret  of  their  hatred  and 
contempt.  Not  content  with  the  plunder  already 
acquired,  the  aflembly  fought  to  render  the  mi- 
nifters of  religion  contemptible,  by  fubje&ing  them 
to  a  new  oath,  ftudioufly  framed  in  fuch  terms 
that  their  fidelity  to  the  pope,  as  head  of  their 
church,  would  not  fuffer  the  confcientious  to  take 
it  j  and  thofe  who  refufed  were  to  be  driven 
forth  with  no  refource  but  five  hundred  livres 
(2 1/.  ijs.  6d.)  a-year,  and  expofed  to  the  fury  of 
their  perfecutors  as  non-conformifts,  or,  as  the 
modern  phrafe  called  it,  refra&ory. 

The  decrees  of  the  legiflature  had  been  for  fome 
time  fo  replete  with  tyranny  againlt  this  body,  that 
the  intention  of  reducing  them  to  mifery,  or  exaf- 
perating  them  to  refiftance,  could  not  be  difguifed. 
After  feizing  their  eftablidied  revenues,  laws  were 
made  declaring  all  benefices  ele&ive,  admitting  all 
perfons  of  every  feel,  even  thofe  who  were  not 

Chriftians, 
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CH.  II.  Chriflians,  to  vote  in  thefe  elections,  and  totally 
" \~9Q     altering  the  extent  and  limits  of  diocefes.     The 
clergy  refpeftfully  contended  that,  whatever  right 
the  affembly  might  claim  to  their  endowments,  they 
could  not  affume  a  dominion  over  the  difcipline 
and  fpiritual  government  of  the  church,  and  there- 
fore demanded  a  national  council  to  arrange  the 
matters  embraced  in  thefe  decrees.    This  propo^ 
fition  excited  the  indignation  of  the  legiflature  ; 
pretended  confpiracies  and  infurre&ions  were  de- 
nounced and  declaimed  on  with  fury  ;  and 
after  the  difcuflion  of  a  long  complaint 
againft  the   bifliop  of  Nantz,  Voidel,  a  devoted 
adjherent  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  made  a  report 
from  four  committees,  inveighing  in  fhamelefs  terms 
againft  the  fuppofed  crimes  of   the  clergy,  pro- 
pofing  a  decree   by  which   all   members  of  the 
church  fliould  be  compelled  to  fwear  adherence 
and   fubmiflion   to  the   civil  conftitution   of  the 
clergy  on  pain   of  forfeiting   their   livings,    and 
denouncing  civil  profecutions  againft  thofe  who, 
after  refufing  the   oaths,  mould   retain  their  be- 
nefices  or    exercife    their    functions.      This    de- 
cree was    ably  combated,  by  the   energetic   and 
lofty  eloquence  of  Maury,  the  folid  reafonings  of 
the  abbe  de  Montefquieu,  and  the  pathetic  fim- 
plicity  of  the  biftiop  de  Clermontj   but  as  their 
arguments  were  anfwered  only  by  profane  ribaldry 

or 
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or  wanton  infult,  the  clergy  announced  their  refolu-  CH.  II. 
tion  to  take  no  further  fhare  in  the  difcuffion  ;  and  *  1790/ 
the  decree,  with  another  ftill  more  rigorous  pro- 
pofed  by  Mirabeau,  pafled  the  aflembly*. 

The  king  had  already  received  from  the  pope  a. 
brief  expreffing  his  difapprobation  of  the  civil  con- 
ftitution of  the  clergy  ;  and  he  was  too  fincerely  at- 
tached to  the  forms  of  church-government,  as  well 
as  the  fubftance  of  Chriftianity,  to  approve  of  any 
innovation  which  the  Roman  pontiff  declared  re- 
pugnant to  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution.  The 
aflembly  now  preffed  him  to  fanclion  their  ^a 
decree  (for,  as  it  was  not  incorporated  with  Decem. 
the  conftitution,  it  did  not  require  acceptance],  but 
Louis  refufed  to  legalife  the  meafure  ;  till  the 
violent  party  in  the  aflembly,  changing  their  term, 
required  its  acceptance,  and  threatened  to  renew 
the  outrages  of  October.  The  tribunes  thundered 
with  execrations  againft  the  bifhops  for  appeal- 
ing to  the  pope,  and  with  complaints  on  the  weak- 
nefs  of  Frenchmen  who  could  fubmit  to  the  veto 
of  a  tranfalpine  pontiff;  and  the  decree  being  rank- 
ed as  a  conftitutional  one,  the  king  reluctantly 
wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  aflembly  an-  ^ 
nouncing  his  acceptance  of  it.  The  de-  Decem. 
magogues  now  triumphed  in  their  victory  over 

*  Debates  a6th  and   a;th  November.      Bertrand's    Annals, 
vol.  III.  p.  196. 

the 
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CH.  II.  the  church,  whofe  members  they  had  reduced  to 
1790  the  alternative  of  martyrdom  or  apoftacy,  and 
were  highly  gratified  when  on  the  enfuing  day 
fixty  priefts  and  monks  took  the  oaths,  headed  by 
the  abbe  Gregoire,  who  with  hypocritical  im- 
pudence declared  his  conviction  that  the  aflem- 
bly  had  never  defigned  to  attack  the  doclrines, 
hierarchy,  or  fpiritual  authority  of  the  head  of  the 
church. 

4th  Tan  ^0  enforce  their  decree  with  greater 
175*.  certainty,  the  legiflature  fixed  a  day  (the 
4th  of  January,  1791)  on  which  every  ecclefiaftical 
member  of  their  body  muft  peremptorily  take  the 
oath  or  refign  his  benefices.  On  the  Sunday  pre- 
ceding this  day  a  falfe  copy  of  the  decree  was 
pofted  in  the  capital,  declaring  thofe  ecclefiaftics 
who  would  net  comply  with  its  terms,  difturbers 
of  the  public  tranquillity.  The  biihop  of  Cler- 
mont,  defirous  by  a  laft  effort  to  convince  the 
people  of  the  pure  intentions  of  the  clergy,  pro- 
pofed  a  modification  of  the  left,  but  -the  aflembly 
refufed  to  admit  it  *. 

*  He  offered  to  take  an  oath  in  thefe  words,  which  nothing  but 
the  moftperverfe  tyranny  could  confider  lefs  than  fatisfactory.  "  I 
fwear  to  watch  with  care  over  the  faithful,  whofe  conduct  has  been, 
or  may  be,  entrutled  to  me  by  the  church ;  to  be  true  to  the  nation, 
the  law,  and  the  king  ;  and  to  maintain  with  all  my  power,  in  all 
that  relates  to  political  order,  the  conftitution  decrecrl  by  the  national 
aflembly,  and  accepted  by  the  king,  with  the  exprefs  exception  of 
thofe  matters  which  depend  particularly  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  III.,  p.  z;^. 

Ill 
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In  expectation  of  the  grand  event,  the  galleries  CH.  ir. 
were  filled  and  the  hall  furrounded  with  a   cla-    nT91 
morous  and  fanguinary  mob.     The  clergy  attended 
in  their  places,  as  willing  facrifices  to  the  purity 
of  their  principles.     Some  time  was  pafled  in  at- 
tempting to  modify  the  requifition  of  the  aflembly, 
by  an  explanatory  decree,  propofed  by  the  apoftate 
Gregoire,  but  rejected.     At  length  the  prefident 
informed  the  ecclefiaftical  members  that  he  would 
proceed  to  call  their  names,  and  that  they  were 
bound  to  anfwer.     The  filence  with  which  tbe  in- 
timation was  received  lafted  fome  minutes,  and  was 
only   broken  by  the  yells   of  the   people   in  the 
galleries,  requiring  that  the  non-jurors  mould  be 
hung  a  la  lanterne.     When  thefe  clamours  were 
with  difficulty  appeafed,  the  prefident  began  his 
lift  with  the  bifhop  of  Agen  ;  and  the  venerable 
prelate,  having  with   difficulty   obtained  permif- 
fion  to  fpeak,  delivered  himfelf  in  thefe  words  : 
"  1  feel  no  regret  for  the  lofs  of  my  preferment ;   I 
feel  no  regret  for  my  fortune ;  but  I  mould  regret 
the  lofs  of  your  efteem,  which  I  am  determined  to 
deferve.     I  beg  you  then  to  believe  that  I  feel  great 
pain  at  not  being  able  to  take  the  oath  you  re- 
quire."     Several  other  members  of  the  church  re- 
turned fimilar  anfwers  ;  when  their  enemies,  fearful 
that  the  publication  of  fo  many  heroic  fentences 
would  turn  the  triumph  they  had  expefted  into  a 
difgrace,  made,  the  prefident  defift  from  calling  the 

names. 
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Cn.,11.  nances,  and  limit  himfelf  to  a  general  fummons  fof 
*nj  the  ecclefiaftics  to  take  the  oaths,  or  renounce  theif 
benefices.  After  long  delay,  this  definitive  appeal 
produced  only  one  inftance  of  compliance,  in  the 
perfon  of  a  cure  named  Landrin  ;  and  all  the  reft, 
with  unparalleled  ferenity,  heard  the  decree  read 
which  ejected  them  from  their  livings  for  ever. 

All  the  biihops  except  three*,  and  many  thou- 
fands  of  parifh  priefts  and  curates,  were  thus  to  be 
fuddenly  replaced.  A  new  decree  obviated  the* 
difficulties  thus  created,  by  fliortening  the  term  re- 
quired by  the  law  for  qualifying  clergymen  to  hold 
benefices  :  an  unprincipled  rabble,  the  dregs  of  in- 
fidelity and  apoftacy,  were  thus  put  in  pofieffion  of 
the  remaining  wealth  and  titular  honours  of  the 
church,  while  thofe  who  had  long  held  thefe  dig- 
nities, and  gained  the  affections  of  their  flocks, 
were  deprived  of  every  refource  fave  the  miferable 
pittance  allotted  to  them  by  the  affembly.  The  ex- 
Ceffive  cruelty  of  this  perfecution  {>y  pretended 
philofophers,  was  deeply  felt :  whatever  opinions, 
might  be  entertained  of  the  folly  or  falfity  of  the 
Romifli  doctrines,  no  reafoning  man  could  refufe  his 
deteftation  to  the  iniquity  of  compelling  perfons 
inducted  into  an  office,  to  renounce  it  with  all  its 

*  The  three  exception*  were  De  Lomenie  bifliop  of  Sens,  De 
Jarente  bifhop  of  Orleans,  and  Talleyrand  Perigord  bifhop  of 
Autun.  To  thefe  the  biftiop  of  Viviers  might  be  added,  but  he- 
was  infane. 

emoluments, 
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emoluments,  unlefs  they  would  take  an  oath  di-  CH.  II. 
re£Hy  repugnant  to  every  principle  which  they  had  ^Jj 
acquired  in  order  to  qualify  them  for  that  office. 
Perhaps  the  vigour  difplayed  by  the  clergy  on  this 
occafion  exceeded  the  expectations  of  their  adver- 
faries  ;  more  feeblcnefs  would  have  expofed  the 
whole   body   to  contempt,  but   their  embracing 
poverty   in   a   hoft  raifed   them   to   the   rank   of 
martyrs :  the  purity  of  their  principles  could  no 
longer  be  queflioned,  and  the  triumphant  party 
gnafhed  their  teeth  with  rage  at  the  eloquent  ex- 
preflion  of  M.  de  Montlofier  refpecYmg  the  ejected 
bifliops :  "  If  they  are  driven  from  their  epifcopai 
palaces,"  he  faid,  "  they  will  retire  to  the  huts  of 
the  cottagers  who  have  been  fed  by  their  bounty* 
If  deprived  of  their  golden  crofles,  they  will  find 
wooden  ones  j  and  it  was  a  crofs  of  wood  that 
faved  the  world*." 

No  perfons  felt  the  indignities  offered  to  reli- 
gion by  thefe  tranfattions  more  fenlibly  than  the- 
royal  family ;  nor  did  any  individuals  of  that  family 
feel  them  with  more  acutenefs  than  the  king's, 
aunts,  who  determined  no  longer  to  refide  in  their 

*  For  thefe  particulars  fee  the  debates  on  the  days  alluded  to, 
the  hiftoiies  of  the  revolution,  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  III.  pages 
197,  262,  277,  and  the  abbe  Barruel's  Hidory  of  the  Clergy.  The 
virtuous  conduct  of  the  clergy  was  ftrongly  contrafted  by  the  time- 
fcrving  bafenefs  of  the  principal  profeflbrs  andmaftersof  the  univerfity 
of  Paris,  who  to  retain  their  emoluments  took  the  oaths. 

native 
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CH.  II.   native  land.     Thefe  worthy  princefles,  grown  ohr 
17^1.    in  afts  of  piety  and  benevolence,  had  lived  uncor- 
\    rupted  amid  the  brilliant  diflipation  of  the  court  of 
Louis  XV.  their  father :  to  the  public  they  were  only 
known  by  their  charity,  mildnefs,  and  virtue.  The  king 
learned  their  refolution  to  quit  France  with  regret ; 
but  his  arguments  failing,  he  would  not  ufe  his 
authority  to  enforce  their  ftay.     The  attention  of 
the  aflembly  was  directed  towards  this  fufyject  by 
the  fenfation  it  occafioned  in  the  commune  and 
clubs  of  Paris,  who  by  a  deputation  required  a 
law  to  fettle  the  particular  mode  of  exiftence  of  the 
reigning  family,  and  all  its  branches.     The  prefi- 
dent  ingenioufly  fatisfied  this  deputation  by  a  vague 
anfwer,  but  the  jacobins  ftill  maintained   difcuf- 
fions  on  the  fubjecl: ;  great  pains   were   taken  tot 
convince  the  people  that  Monfieur,  the  king's  bro- 
ther, intended  alfo  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  he 
could  only  remove  the  furmife  by  perfonal  affur- 
ances  to  an  immenfe  mob,  who  waited  on  him  for 
that   purpofe.     Another   party    of  the  rabble  in- 
tended alfo  to  require  of  the  princefles  a  change  in 
their   determination  j  but  they  fortunately  made 
loth  Feb     tneir    efcape  from  Paris  at  ten  o'clock 
1791-       at  night:    they  were^  however,  arrefted 
at  Arnay-le-duc,    and  not  permitted  to  profecute 
their  journey  till  a  decree  of  the  aflembly,- 
procured  after  long  and  tumultuous  alter-r 


cations,  gave  them  liberty 
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During  the  late  debates,  the  conduft  of  Mira-   CH.  II. 
beau  had  been  a  problem  which  none  of  his  old 

r  1  (91. 

adherents,  and  few  of  the  king's  friends,  were  able 
to  folve.  His  fpeeches  at  fome  times  appeared  to 
favour  the  court,  and  at  others  he  propofed  mea- 
fures  attended  with  explanations  which,  though  in 
the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  revolutionifts,  feemed, 
even  to  them,  to  afford  too  extenfive  and  candid 
difclofures.  In  fac~r,  the  negotiation  between  this 
popular  demagogue  and  the  court  had  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  renewed  ;  and  in  confideration  of  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  livres  (26,250  /.)  in  prefent  payment, 
and  a  monthly  ftipend  of  fifty  thoufand  Jivres 
(2,1877.),  he  had  engaged  with  earned  zeal  in  the 
caufe  of  monarchy,  and  gained  the  entire  confid- 
ence of  the  king  and  his  moft  intimate  advifers. 
But  as  Mirabeau  was  fenfible  that  in  the  degraded 
and  enfeebled  ftate  to  which  he  had  reduced  the 
royal  authority,  no  effort  of  force  would  be  attend- 
ed with  the  defired  confequences,  he  ftill  propofed 
to  forward  his  new  meafures  by  means  of  his  popu- 
larity ;  to  awe  the  moft  frantic  of  the  revolutionifts  , 
by  threatening  to  difclofe  their  crimes,  to  combine 
Others  in  his  caufe  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  pro- 
mifes  and  arguments,  to  fecure  the  fidelity  of  the 
army  to  the  fovereign,  and  engage  the  people  to 
petition  for  the  diffolution  of  the  prefent  and  convo- 
cation of  a  new  aflembly,  on  the  well-founded  alle- 
gation, that  the  exifting  legiflature  had  exceeded 
VOL.I.  E  the 
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CH.  II.  the  authorities  with  which  it  was  originally  mveft- 
ed,  and  confequently  that  its  abolitions,  refump- 
tions,  and  regulations,  were  not  valid.  It  was  alfo 
a  part  of  this  project  that  the  king  fhould  leave 
Paris,  where  he  was  in  fa6t  a  captive,  and  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  commanded  by  the 
marquis  de  Bouille,  fix  'his  abode  at  Montmedi, 
proclaiming  himfelf  the  prote&or  of  his  people,  and 
defender  of  their  rights  and  liberties.  The  plan 
was  wife,  dignified,  and  moderate  ;  it  propofed  no 
violence  againft  the  afiembly  nor  individuals,  and 
it  could  not  with  propriety  be  called  a  counter-re- 
volution, but  a  tranquil  mode  of  retracting  thofe 
errors  into  which  precipitate  zeal,  or  corrupt  ambi- 
tion, had  plunged  the  aflembly  *. 

Faithful  to  his  new  engagements,  Mirabeau  faw 
with  regret  the  late  attacks  on  the  clergy,  but  could 
not  openly  oppoie  them,  as  the  difference  between 
fuch  conducl  and  that  which  he  had  always  before 
obferved,*  would  have  been  tooconfpicuous.  At  firft 
hepromifed  to  abfent  himfelf  from  the  aflembly  for 
a  month,  but  his  fagacity  foon  difcovered  the  folly 
of  feceflion,  and  he  contented  himfelf,  when  the  de- 
crees had  pafled,  with  propofing  an  addrefs  to  the 
nation,  which  would,  by  its  exceflive  violence,  have 
roufed  every  true  friend  of  the  catholic  religion,  and 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  128;  Bouille's  Me- 
moirs, p.  274,  et  feq.  j  BeitrancTs  Annals,  vol.  III.  p.  316, 
tt  %. 

com- 
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Compelled  them  to  rally  round  the  altar.  The  mem-   CH.  II. 
bers  of  the  left  fide,  however,   forefaw  this  effect, 
and  though  they  concurred  in  the  atrocious  fen- 
timents  of  the  addrefs,  referred  it  back  to  a  com- 
mittee *. 

The  permiffion  afforded  to  the  king's  24th 
aunts  to  travel  to  Rome,  formed  the  February. 
pretext  for  a  popular  commotion  ;  a  large  mob, 
headed  by  Theroigne  de  Mericourt,  rufhed  towards 
the  palace  -,  the  gates  were  fhut,  and  the  munici- 
pality required  to  attend  to  preferve  the  peace.  The! 
timid  Eailly  ftood before  theking  pale  and  trembling, 
fearful  to  aft  againft  the  populace,  who  were  already 
advanced  to  the  grates  of  the  palace,  and  rilled  the 
place  with  their  fcreams,  threats,  and  execrations. 
The  king  infifted  on  his  fupprefling  the  tumult : 
(k  Sire,"  faid  the  terrified  mayor,  "  we  muft  aft 
with  gentlenefs." — "  Yes,  fir,"  anfwered  the  king, 
"  but  not  with  weaknefs."  BaiJly  did  not,  how- 
ever, aft  at  all ;  nor  was  the  mob  difperfed  till 
a  detachment  of  national  guards  arrived  with  their 
cannon* 

On  this  occafion  a  number  of  gentlemen  attached 
to  the  king's  perfon,  and  refolyed  not  to  bear  with- 
out refiftance  a  renewal  of  the  fcenes  of  Oftober, 
ran  to  the  palace,  armed  with  fword-canes,  hang- 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  III.  p.  294. — See  alfo  the  addrefs  it- 
felf  in  the  fame  work,  vol.  IV.  p.  61  of  the  Appendix. 

E  2  ers, 
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CH.  II.  ers,  piflols,  and  fuch  other  weapons  as  could  be 
^55)1  carried  with  the  lead  appearance  of  military  array. 
They  had  frequently  afifembled  on  appearances  of 
riot,  and  the:r  fervices  had  been  publicly  acknow- 
ledged, but  they  were  now  marked  out  to  the 
malignity  of  the  rabble  as  a  new  and  unconftitu- 
tional  body  guard,  and  diftinguiftied  by  the  title  of 
Chevfiliers  du  Poignard.  .'.*.< 

The  increafmg  col&fion  of  parties  threat- 
ened the  utmoft  extremes  of  violence  ;  thofe 
in  oppofition  to  the  crown  faw  with  indignation  the 
appearance  of  a  difpofition  to  reftrain  the  encroach- 
ments daily  made  on  the  royal  authority  ;  and  Bar- 
nave  renewed  the  conteft  on  this  fubjecl  in  the  af- 
fembly,  by  precipitately  difcuffing  a  law  framed  in 
confequence  of  the  petition  of  the  commune,  and 
entitled  u  On  the  refidence  of  public  functionaries." 
The  haughty  affectation,  of  terming  the  king,  the 
firft  public  functionary,  and  fome  explanations,  in 
which  the -left  fide  avowed  principles  (till  more  de- 
ftru6tive  of  royalty,  excited  warm  emotions,  and 
animated  burfls  of  eloquence  from  the  ufual  fup- 
porters  of  the  throne.  Mirabeau  too  declared  "  that 
he  would  ever  ftrenuoufly  oppofe  the  faction  who 
would  firike  at  the  principles  of  the  rfionarchy  be 
their  fyftem  what  it  might,  or  in  whatever  part  of 
the  kingdom,  including  all  times,  all  places,  all 
perfons,  and  all  fa£lions  j"  and  on  his  motion,  the 

difcuflion 
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difcuflkm  was  adjourned  till  the  committee  fliould   CH.  II. 
prefent  an  entire  code  of  laws  refpe£Hng  the  royal 
family  *. 

Alarmed  at  thefe  tranfaftions  in  the  afTembly,  all 
the  factions  combined  their  ftrength  to  make  a  ge- 
neral attack  in  every  quarter  on  the  enfuing  Mon- 
day. The  public  mind  was  prepared  by  reports  of 
an  intended  invafion  by  the  emigrants,  and  the  ne- 
ceiTiiy  of  laws  to  prevent  their  numbers  from  being 
augmented  ;  by  clamours  again  ft  the  Chevaliers  du 
Poignard ;  and  they  were  taught  to  believe  that  the 
chateau  de  Vincennes,  diftant  a  few  miles  from 
Paris,  was  repairing  as  a  new  Baftille  for  the  ene- 
mies_of  the  court. 

The  galleries  of  the  aflembly  were  crowd- 
ed at  an  early  hour,  and  the  debates  began 
by  a  motion  of  Chapelier,  a  principal  framer  of  the 
conftitution,  and  founder  of  thejacobin  club,  tending 
to  reftore  authority  to  the  laws,  and  to  fupprefs 
the  influence  of  popular  focieties.  Petion  andRobef- 
pierre  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  it  as  inconfiftent  with 
the  declaration  of  rights,  but  it  was  patted  with 
amendments,  the  galleries  taking  little  intereft  in 
the  debate,  perhaps  becaufe  they  had  received  no 
inftruftions,  or  perhaps  from  a  conviction,  as  the 
refult  afterwards  proved,  that  the  decrees  of  the 

*  See   debates  on  that  day,  Rivington's  Annual  Regifter  for 
1792,  parti,  p.  iioj    and  Bertrand's  Ar.-.ials,  vol.  III.  p.  360. 

,   legiflaturc 
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CH.  II.   legislature  would  be  vain,  if  the  clubs  determined 

~— v-^J  on  refiftance. 
1791. 

This  difcuffion  was  fucceeded  by  that  on   the 

]aws  againft  emigration,  which  Chapelier,  as  re- 
porter from  the  committee  on  the  conftitution,  in^ 
troduced  by  a  declaration  that  the  more  they  had 
laboured,  the  lefs  had  they  been  able  to  frame  a 
code  cpnfiilent  with  the  declaration  of  rights.  Yet 
they  had  prepared  a  law  which  was  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  the  afiembly,  but  did  not  dare 
to  recommend  its  adoption.  In  the  debate  which 
enfued,  Mirabeau,  invited  to  the  tribune  by  the 
applaufes  of  all  parties,  tqok  a  leading  fhare. 
He  began  his  fpeech  by  obferving,  that  within 
an  hour  he  had  received  ten  notes,  one  half 
claiming  the  profeffion  of  thofe  principles  which 
he  had  long  openly  fupported  on  the  fubje£t  of 
emigration  ;  the  other  requiring  him  to  fupport 
what  was  called  the  neceffity  of  circumftances. 
He  then  requefted  leave  to  read  a  page  a^nd  a  half 
of  a  letter  which  he  had  written  eight  years  before 
;o  Frederick-William,  king  of  Pruffia,  on  the  day 
of  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  in  which  he  ex- 
horted that  monarch  to  defift  from  enforcing  laws 
againft  emigration,  as  derogatory  to  liberty,  incom- 
patible with  juftice,  and  fit  only  for  thofe  powers 
who  wifhed  to  convert  their  dates  into  prifons. 
After  enforcing  thefe  jult  and  liberal  fentiments 
by  various  arguments  and  examples,  he  moved, 
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not  merely  for  the  order  of  the  day,  which  would    CH.  ir. 
appear  to  fmother  the  fubject  in  filence,  but   for     17gj 
an  explicit  declaration  "  that  the  affembly,  having 
heard  the  report   of  their   committee,    and  con- 
fidering    a    law    againft    emigrants    incompatible 
with  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  had  refufed 
to  hear  the  plan  of  a  law  read,  and  pafTed  to  the 
order  of  the  day  :  without  prejudice,  however,  to 
all  former  decrees  refpe£ting  perfons  having  fine- 
cures  or  peniions  paid  by  the  nation." 

Rewbell  was  the  firfl  to  oppofe  this  motion,  and 
he  was  followed  by  Merlin,  who  took  a  text  from 
Roufleau,  to  prove  that  in  times  of  trouble,  emi- 
grations might  be  forbidden.  The  law,  which  Cha- 
pelier  had  not  yet  read,  was  loudly  called  for,  and 
found  to  contain  a  proposition  for  eftablifhing  a 
council  of  three  members  of  the  aflembly  inverted 
with  a  dictatorial  power,  and  authorifed  in  times 
of  commotion  to  point  out  abfentees,  who  mould 
be  obliged  to  return  on  pain  of  being  treated  as  re- 
bels :  this  triumvirate  was  alone  to  be  inverted  with 
the  power  of  iffuing  authorities  to  quit  the  country  ; 
and  thofe  who  refufed  obedience  to  the  propofed 
law  mould  forfeit  all  the  rights  of  French  citizens, 
be  declared  incapable  of  holding  any  office,  and 
their  income  and  eftates  confifcated. 

This  propofition  excited  great  murmurs,  and 
Mirabeau,  having  with  difficulty  obtained  a  hear- 
ing, reafjpned  on  it  as  a  proof  of  the  impra£tica- 

bility 
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CH.  II.  bility  of  framing  laws  on  emigration  ;  and  declared 
179J~~J  ^e  mou^  coniider  himfelf  abfolved  from  his  oath  of 
fidelity  to  thofe  who  could  be  fo  infamous  as  to  ap- 
point a  dictatorial  committee.  This  extenfion  of 
the  facred  duty  of  refiftance  and  infurre&ion  was 
highly  difpleafmg  to  the  left  fide  ;  but  Mirabeau 
continuing,  faid,  "  Gentlemen,  the  popularity  I 
wifb,  and  of  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  enjoy 
my  (hare,  is  not  a  feeble  reed  but  an  oak,  whofe 
roots  I  would  have  moot  far  into  the  ground  j  that 
is  to  fay,  into  the  firm  bafis  of  the  principles  of 
reafon,  juftice,  and  liberty.  I  mould  be  dilhonoured 
in  my  own  eyes,  if  at  any  moment  in  my  life  I 
ceafed  to  repel  with  indignation  the  right,  the  pre- 
tended right,  of  making  a  law  of  this  kind.  But  let 
me  be  underflood,  I  do  not  mean  a  provifional 
meafure,  a  meafure  of  policy,  but  a  law  on  emi- 
gration againft  emigrants.  I  fwear  I  will  in  no 
cafe  obey  it  if  it  pafs."  Regarding  with  a  look 
of  contempt  thofe  who  murmured  at  this  bold 
declaration,  he  again  read  his  former  plan  of  a 
decree. 

No  one  of  the  opposition  party  had  the  confi- 
dence to  enter  directly  into  the  lifts  with  Mirabeau, 
but  Vernier  remonftrating  againft  the  pufillanimity 
of  abandoning  a  meafure  becaufe  it  was  declared 
impracticable,  moved  that  the  fubjeft  fbould  be 
referred  to  all  the  committees  of  the  affembly,  who 
after  feparately  examining  it,  mould  unite  to  frame 

a  report. 
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a  report.  This  propofition  was  warmly  fupported  CH.  II. 
by  the  left  fide,  who  maintained  that  it  was  en-  1791. 
titled,  as  a  queftion  of  adjournment,  to  be  decided 
on  before  the  motion  of  Mirabeau.  Irritated  at 
this  piece  of  chicane,  and  unmindful  of  the  cla- 
mours dire&ed  againft  him,  that  great  orator  again 
afcended  the  tribune,  and  contended  that  when 
feveral  propositions  were  before  the  aflembly,  a  ge- 
neral motion  of  adjournment  which  confufed  them 
all  in  one  mafs  was  diforderly.  Thofe  who  durft 
not  individually  attack  his  arguments,  now  thought 
to  drown  his  voice  by  united  murmurs  ;  but  fud- 
denly  turning  towards  them  with  a  look  of  inef- 
fable fuperiority,  and  piercing  contempt,  "Silence!" 
he  exclaimed,  "  Silence  thofe  thirty  voices  !"  The 
factious  leaders  apprehenfive  that  he  would  difclofe 
the  fa&s  as  well  as  the  numbers  of  their  aflbciation, 
(hru nk  into  inftant  quietude,  and  permitted  him  to 
recommend  that,  if  the  adjournment  was  adopted, 
a  decree  fhould  iflue  for  prevention  of  riots  till  its 
expiration.  Mirabeau  had,  however,  the  morti- 
fication to  fee  Vernier's  propofition  adopted ;  and 
thus  a  bafis  was  laid  for  thofe  afts  of  fraud,  confif- 
cation,  and  tyranny,  which  have  difgraced  the 
French  annals,  and  reduced  fo  many  noble  and 
worthy  families  to  poverty  ;  while  upftarts,  loaded 
with  crimes,  and  enriched  by  plunder,  have  been  en- 
abled to  revel  in  their  properties,  and  infult  their 
friends  and  adherents. 

While 
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CH.  IL  While  thefe  difcuflions  agitated  the  aflembly, 
and  afforded  confiderable  fatisfa&ion  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  court,  a  detachment  of  the  lower  order 
of  Parifians  proceeded  to  demolifh  the  caftle  of 
Vincennes  *,  although  the  legiflature  had  autho- 
rifed,  and  the  municipality  of  Paris  had  commenced 
the  repairs.  They  departed  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
although  their  intention  had  been  previoufly  an- 
nounced, La  Fayette  did  not  begin  to  collecl  the 
national  guards  for  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  them 
till  noon.  He  was  furprifed  to  find  the  battalion  of 
the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine  averfe  to  aft  under  his 
orders,  and  making  loud  complaints,  in  which  they 
•were  manifeftly  encouragedby  theircolonel,Santerre, 
a  brewer.  This  man,  raifed  and  protected  by,  and 
thoroughly  devoted  to,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  was  at 
this  moment  ufed  by  him  as  an  engine  to  reduce 
the  popularity  of  La  Fayette.  On  his  arrival  at 
Vincennes,  the  general  eafily  expelled  a  mob  of  four 
thoufand  from  the  court-yard  of  the  caftle,  but  when 
he  was  proceeding  to  drive  them  from  the  apart- 
ments, he  was  furprifed  to  hear  from  his  own  troops 
a  cry  of  Down  with  La  Fayette  !  By  a  temporary 
exertion  of  firmnefs,  however,  he  brought  them  to 
their  duty,  and  arrefted  fixty-four  of  the  mutineers, 

*  It  may  be  worth  while  to  call  to  the  recolle&ion  of  the  reader 
that  this  was  the  ftate-prifon  in  which  Mirabeau  was  confined  from 
May,  i777»  to  December,  1780.  See  Biographical  Memoirs, 
vol.  II.  p.  68. 

whom 
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whom  he  carried  prifoners  to  the  capital.     On  his   Cn.  II. 
return  to  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  he  found  the  '"T^TT"' 
barribre  du  trone  (hut  againft  him,  and  with  confi- 
derable  difficulty  and  perfonal   danger   at  length 
lodged  his  captives  in  the  Conciergerie. 

The  tumult  and  agitation  which  prevailed  during 
this  whole  day  gave  confiderable  alarm  to  thofe 
faithful  friends  of  the  king,  whom  the  populace  ftig- 
matifed  by  the  name  of  Chevaliers  du  Poignard. 
Their  fears  were  increafed  by  a  man  being  arrefted 
early  in  the  day,  lurking  about  the  palace,  armed 
as  it  was  reported  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  and 
as  their  apprehenfions  led  them  to  think,  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  to  attack  the  life  of  the  king.  About 
three  hundred  of  them,  armed  as  ufual,  having  col- 
lected in  one  of  the  apartments,  information  of 
their  arrival  was  conveyed  to  the  officer  of  the 
guard  on  duty,  accompanied  with  an  intimation 
that  their  zeal  was  a  refle&ion  either  on  his  inte- 
grity or  vigilance.  This  was  fufficient  to  produce 
a  vehement  application  to  the  king  for  difarming 
and  removing  the  ariftocrats,  with  which,  how- 
ever reluctantly,  the  monarch  was  obliged  to  com- 
ply ;  and  having  perfuaded  thofe  faithful  adherents 
to  refign  their  arms,  depofited  them  in  a  place  of 
fafety.  . 

While  this  unpleafant  affair  was  thus  quietly 
tranfacled,  La  Fayette  arriving  at  the  palace,  elated 
yvith  his  victory  over  Santerre,  and  vociferating  the 

fone 
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CH.  n.  fong  of  fedition,  pt-ira  tons  les  ariftocrats  a  la  Ian- 
119 U  ternet  found  as  he  imagined  a  cheap  and  eafy  op- 
portunity of  augmenting  his  popularity  ;  and  after 
grofsly  infulting  the  officers  of  the  houfehotd,  ex- 
preffing  great  indignation  at  the  fuppofition  that  a 
confiitutional  king  could  want  additional  protection 
when  furrounded  by  his  national  guards,  and 
fwearing  fuch  an  event  fhould  never  again  occur, 
he  fnatched  the  arms  of  the  royalifts  from  their 
depofit,  and  gave  them  to  his  troops,  who  imme- 
diately thruft  the  unfortunate  proprietors  down 
ftairs,  beating  and  wounding  them  in  a  moft 
cowardly  ^manner,  and  carrying  fix  of  them  to  prifon, 
where  they  were  confined  twelve  days.  Not  con- 
tent with  thefe  bafe  indignities,  La  Fayette  ex- 
torted from  the  king  an  order  that  in  future  only 
the  national  guards  on  duty,  and  the  perfons  be- 
longing to  his  houfehold,  and  that  of  the  royal 
family,  mould  be  admitted:  the  very  next  day  thefe 
orders  were  rigoroufly  executed;  and  thus  the  ge- 
neral of  the  national  guards  converted  the  royal  re- 
iidence  into  a  (late  prifon*. 

Although  the  general  events  of  this  day  were 
unfavourable,  to  the  hopes  Mirabeau  might  have 
entertained  from  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Paris, 

*  For  the  tranfaftions  of  this  day  fee  the  debates  and  hiftories  ; 
Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  III.  p.  368  et  feq. ;  and  Conjuration 
d'Orleans,  vol.  III.  p.  114. 

his 
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X 

his  magnanimity  and  knowledge  of  the  means  ufed  CH.  II. 
in  influencing  them  preferved  him  from  defpair. 
He  bent  the  whole  energy  of  his  genius  to  the 
formation  of  new  connexions,  and  the  eftablifli- 
merit  of  a  firm  and  powerful  party ;  his  intelligence 
extended  in  every  quarter,  and  his  vigorous  mind 
planned  arrangements  in  every  direction  :  perhaps 
the  neceffiry  of  extenfive  co-operation  produced 
fome  indifcreet  confidences,  but  the  exertions  of 
fuch  a  man  to  augment  his  popularity  could  never 
be  inefFe&ual,  and  he  found  his  importance  daily 
augmenting,   although  his  perfonal  opponents  in 
the  clubs  obtained  over  him  occafionai    and  im- 
permanent advantages. 

The   king,  however,    feverely   affecled    •  4th 
by  the  indignities    to  which  he  and  his    March, 
friends  had  been  fubjecled,  was  attacked  with  a 
fever,   attended   with  a  fore-throat,    and  fpitting 
of  blood.     This  incident  was  not  difadvantageouf 
to  his  interefts,   as  the  people  expreffed 
great  folicitude,  and  celebrated  his  recovery      /l 
by  illuminations,  and  a  grand  Te  Deum  at  the  ca- 
thedral. 

During  his  illnefs  debates  were  commenced  on 
the  eftabliftiment  of  a  regency  in  cafe  of  his  deceafc 
during  the  minority  of  his  heir,  and  it  was 

OO^l 

at  length  decided,  that  the  next  male  heir 
of  full  age,  being  a  native  and  refident  in  France, 
might  claim  it  of  right,   and   in  default  of  fuch 

relative, 
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CH.  II.  relative,  the  regency  was  to  be  ele&ive.  The 
guardianfhip  of  the  minor's  perfon  was  confided  to 
his  mother  provided  me  remained  unmarried,  but 
if  (he  took  a  fecond  hufband  a  guardian  was  to  be 
elected  by  the  legiflature* 

To  this  regulation,  which  was  neither  illiberal 
nor  unjuft,  no  oppofition  was  made,  but  violent 
debates  arofe  on  reviving  the  topic  fo  often  agitated 
refpe&ing  the  reiidence  of  public  funftionaries ; 
the  committee  prefented  a  report  in  which  they 
perfevered  in  ftyling  the  kingjrrft  public  fun&ion- 
ary,  and  after  vehement  altercations  ob- 
tained a  decree  declaring  that  all  mould 
dwell  in  whatever  place  might  be  the  proper  fcene 
of  their  employments  ;  the  king  to  be  always  re- 
fident  during  the  feffion  within  twenty  leagues  of 
the  legislative  body,  and  his  quitting  the  kingdom 
without  a  decree  of  the  affembly  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  an  abdication  of  the  crown.  Laws  were 
alfo  enacted  for  fuppreffing  and  fin-ally  aboliming 
tolls ;  for  eftablifhing  a  provifional  tribunal  at 
Orleans,  which  was  to  try  crimes  of  left  nation,  in- 
(lead  of  the  Chatelet,  till  the  formation  of  a  high 
national  court.  The  ferme  generate  was  alfo  abro- 
gated, as  was  the  ancient  military  fyftem.  The 
marmals  of  France  were  reduced  to  fix,  with 
falaries  of  thirty  thoufand  livres  (i,3i2/.  icw.)  a- 
year,  and  confiderable  reductions  were  made  in 
the  number  and  ftipends  of  other  fuperior  officers. 

The 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

The  debates  on  thefe  fubjefts  were  not  remarkable,  CH.  TI. 
except  on  the1  regulation  of  the  army,  when  Victor 
de  Broglio,  fon  of  the  marfhal,  prefented  fo  pathetic 
a  plea  for  his  father,  and  extenuated  the  parts  of  his 
conduct  which  had  given  offence  to  the  people  with 
fo  much  ability,  that  he  wasproviiionally  maintained 
in  his  rank.  The  old  warrior  would  not,  however,, 
accept  the  compromife,  but  confirmed  the  hatred  of 
his  country,  and  infured  the  lofs  of  his  rank,  by  a 
fpirited  letter  in  the  public  papers,  difavowing  all 
the  fentiments  which  his  fon  had  imputed  to  him. 

In  all  thefe  debates  Mirabeau  had  taken  but 
little  fhare ;  he  had  made  no  great  exertion  fince 
the  28th  of  February,  except  in  a  difcuffion, 
on  Mines  and  Ores,  to  which  he  was  faid  to  be 
impelled  by  a.  gratification  of  fifty  thoufand  livres 
(z,i87/.)  from  the  proprietors  of  the  mines  of 
Azen.  ,  While  occupied  in  the  arrangements  for 
carrying  into  effefit  his  grand  plan  for  changing 
the  government,  he  was  feized  with  fpafms  in  the 
cheft,  a  complaint  to  which  he  was  much  fubjeft, 
and  which  was  ordinarily  relieved  by  the  warm 
bath.  This  remedy  produced  a  temporary  effect 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  but  contemning  his  difeafe  with 
unwarrantable  rafhnefs,  and  relying  on  the  natural 
ftrength  of  his  conftitution,  he  attended  too  little 
to  his  health,  and  probably,  by  his  exertions,  ac- 
celerated his  death.  Though  he  was  greatly  ex- 
haufted  by  frequently  fpeaking  in  the  debate  OB 

mines, 
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CH.  IJ*  mines,  a  fhort  retreat  into  the  country  afforded  him 
1791.    hopes  of  a  fpeedy  recovery  ;  on  his  return  to  Paris, 
however,  he  found  hirafelf  much  worfe,  and  after 
enduring  for  two  .days  excruciating  tortures,  ex- 
pired on  the  id  of  April. 

3oth  When  his  illnefs  was  announced,  the 
March,  whole  capital  was  in  alarm,  his  door  was 
crowded  with  enquirers,  and  meflengers  from  the 
king  himfelf  augmented  the  number.  His  death 
was  afcribed  in  the  proems  verbal,  publilhed  by  the 
furgeons  who  opened  him,  to  the  ftoppage  of  an 
iffue ;  his  heart  they  faid  was  dried  up,  and  his 
inteftines  mortified.  Sufpicions  were,  however, 
entertained  that,  his  days  were  abridged  by  peifon; 
which  neither  the  above  report,  nor  all  the  reafon- 
ings  on  the  fubjecl,  have  been  able  entirely  to  re- 
move :  probability  points  ftrongly  towards  that 
conjefture,  but  pofitive  proof  is  undoubtedly  want- 
2d  ing.  His  death  was  regarded  as  a  public 
April,  calamity  ;  the  theatres  were  (hut,  the  fleets 
lowered  their  top-fails,  the  afTembly,  the  munici- 
pality, and  the  directory  of  the  department,  went 
into  mourning,  and  all  France  followed  the  ex- 
ample. He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St. 
Genevieve  ;  which  was  on  his  death  decreed  to  be 
a  receptacle  for  the  afhes  of  illuftrious  men  j  and  as 
chriftianity  declined  in  France,  received  the  name 
of  the  Pantheon.  A  fplendid  proceffion  attended 
his  interment  ,  Cerutti  pronounced  his  funeral 

oration, 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  55 

oration,  and  all  parts  of  FranctMed  in  teftimonials  C'H.  il. 
bf  regret,  many  of  which  were  abfurd,  and  even  !-J9l/ 
idolatrous. 

The  character  of  Mirabeau  cannot  eafily  be 
delineated  without  a  diftin£t  review  of  all  the 
actions  of  his  life,  but  in  the  general  refult  it  appears 
that  he  had  left  no  vice  or  excefs  unpra&ifed,  and 
that  in  all  focial  relations  he  was  an  object  of 
horror.  Ambition  and  avarice  were  his  ruling 
paffions,  and  in  purfuit  of  them  he  facrificed  every 
public  principle,  and  violated  every  rule  of  loyalty 
and  honour.  Whether  his  exertions  in  favour  of  a 
conftitutional  monarchy  would  have  compenfated 
for  his  former  attacks  on  the  royal  authority,  is  a 
problem  refpecting  which  we  can  only  form  con- 
jectures, but  it  appears  highly  probable  that  they 
would.  Difficulties  could  not  deter,  nor  oppofition 
appal  him,  nor  was  there  a  probability  of  his  dei 
ferting  the  caufe  while  honour  or  advantage  could 
be  hoped  from  his  perfeverance.  Whatever  the 
human  genius  could  effect  might  have  been  confi- 
dently expected  from  the  talents  of  Mirabeau,  for 
perhaps  no  man  in  his  age,  and  certainly  none  who 
acted  on  the  fame  fcene  with  him,  poflefled  fo  many 
gifts  and  fuch  unlimited  powers  for  delighting; 
guiding,  and  commanding  a  public  affembly*. 

*  For  an  account  bf  Mirabeau's  death  and  character  fe«  Bio- 
graphical Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  131,  et  feq.  and  all  the  hiftories, 
books  of  memoirs,  and  annals,  relating  to  the  period. 

VOL.  I.  F  CHAP- 
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CHAP.  III. 

Difficulties  in  /applying  Vacancies  in  the  Church — Gobet 
made  Bijhop  of  Paris — Perfecution  of  the  Nonjurors 
and  their  Adherents-— The  Pope's  Bulls  declared  in- 
valid— Church  Plate  fent  to  the  Mint — Voltaire  and 
Roufjeaii  placed  in  the  Pantheon — Projects  in  Favour 
of  the  King — He  is  prevented  from  going  to  St.  Cloud 
— La  Fayette  refigns,  but  refumes  the  Command  of  the 
National  Guard — The*  King  advifed  by  the  Lameths 
— Writes  a  Letter  to  foreign  Courts  declaring  his  Ap- 
probation of  the  Revolution — Its  EffecJ — Self-denying 
Decree*  of  the  AJ/embly — Law  authorizing  the  Soldiers 
to  attend  the  "Jacobin  Club — Increafmg  Indignities 
offered  to  the  King — Diverjities  of  Opinions  among  his 
Friends — Divifions  of  the  Oppojttion  Party — Cabal 
formed  at  the  Houfe  of  Roland  de  la  P latter e — Cha- 
rafters  of  him  and  his.  Wife — The  Royal  Family  efcape 
from  Paris — Are  arrejied  at  Varennes — Monficur 
efcapcs — Ads  of  the  Affembly — Agitation  in  the  City — 
Progrefs  of  the  Royal  Family — Murder  ofM.  de  Dam- 
pier  re — CommiJJtoners  appointed  by  the  AJJembly  to  at- 
tend the  Royal  Family  to  Paris — Their  Examination 
decreed— The  King's  Authority  fufpendcd — Reception 
of  the  Royal  Family  in  Paris — The  King  and  Queen 
make  Declarations  of  the  Motives  of  their  Flight — M", 

d*. 
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deBou'tllc's Letter — Exertions  10  obtain  the  Kings  De- 
-pofitlon — He  is  Jlriftly  confined — Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee — Decree  fpecifying  the  Cafes  in  which  the  King 
Jhould  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated  the  Throne-^Refo- 
lution  on  the  Report  of  the  Committees  that  hejhallnot 
be  brought  to  Trial — But  he  is  fufpended  from  his 
Funclions  till  the  Completionof  the  Conjiitution — Petition 
of  the  Jacobins — Riot  in  the  Champ  de  Mars — • 
Martial  Law  proclaimed — Decree  againji  Infurreftion 
— Revtjtpn  of  the  Conjiitution — //  is  accepted  by  the 
King — General  Amncfty — The  Conjiitution  proclaimed 
— Dtffblution  and  Character  of  the  AJfimbly. 

«  T 

4-/AMENT  not   me,  my   friends,    but  CH.  III! 
lament  the  monarchy,  which  with  me  defcends  to  "17cjj 
the  grave,"  were  among  the  laft  words  of  Mirabeau, 
and  they  were  too  unhappily  prophetic.     The  rage 
for  innovation  was  now  breaking  through  every 
barrier,  and  nothing  lefs  than  his  gigantic  efforts 
could  (if  even  they  could)  have  retrained  it. 

The  decrees  for  altering  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
clergy  had  already  been  put  in  force  ;  the  election 
of  new  biQiops  and  paftors  in  lieu  of  thofe  who  re- 
fufed  to  take  the  oaths  was  carried  on  with  great 
ii£iivity  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  the  pope's 
decifion  againft  the  new  conftitution  of  the  clergy- 
was  publicly  known.  Confidefable  difficulties 
arofe  in  obtaining  cohfecration  from  a  conftitutionaj 
prelate  for  thofe  who  had  been  newly  raifed  to 

F  a  epifcopal 
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CH.  III.  epifcopal  fees.  The  bimops  of  Sens  and  Orleans 
1791.  refolutely  refufed  the  office;  the  bifliop  of  Autun, 
whofe  whole  conduct  was  an  inexplicable  riddle, 
had  refigned  his  fee  after  taking  the  oaths,  not 
willing  as  he  faid  to  have  his  conduct  afcribed  to  in- 
terefted  motives;  he  too  at  firft  refufed  to  adminifter 
the  ceremony  of  confecration,  but,  after  repeated 
remonftrances,  at  length  complied.  The  bifhopric 
of  Paris  was  not  at  firft  declared  vacant,  becaufe 
the  incumbent  M.  de  Juigne  was  out  of  France, 
but  his  refolution  not  to  take  the  oaths  being 
notified,  his  fee  was  conferred  on  Gobet  bifhop  of 
Lydda,  a  man  equally  diftinguimed  for  venality, 
profligacy,  and  ingratitude,  but  who  in  the  prefent 
ilate  of  the  public  mind  was  thought  worthy  of 
election  to  three  feveral  prelacies,  thofe  of  the 
Upper  Rhine,  the  Upper  Marne,  and  the  Metro- 
17th  polis  :  as  ne  could  not  retain  all,  he  chofe 
March,  the  latter,  and  was  inftalled  with  great 
pomp,  receiving  canonical  inftitution  both  from 
Talleyrand,  and  the  municipality. 

Yet  the  triumph  of  the  anti-religious  party  was 
not  complete ;  they  faw  with  regret  and  indignation 
that  the  conftitutional,  or,  as  they  were  called,  in- 
truding clergy,  were  viewed  with  general  con- 
tempt, while  the  ejected,  or  nonjuring  priefls 
(pr&tres  inferment&s)  were  every-where  treated  with 
the  utmoft  regard  ;  and  the  homage  and  affection  of 
the  pious  were  manifeftly  increafed,  The  munici- 
pality 
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pality  of  Paris  forbad  the  reading  of  prayers  in  any  CH.  Iir. 
parifli  church  except  by  conftitutional  priefts  ;  and  '  n^K 
enjoined  the  convents  and  hofpitals  from  permitting 
the  public  to  attend  divine  fervice  in  their  chapels. 
Mobs  carrying  rods  forced  open  the  doors  of  all 
thefe  places  of  worfliip,  and  fcourged,  with  extreme 
cruelty,  all  the  nuns  and  women  whom  they  found 
engaged  in  a£ts  of  devotion.  The  municipality 
took  no  effectual  meafures  for  retraining  thefe 
indecent  infolences,  which  foon  became  aggravated 
into  a  real  perfecution. 

The  pope  having  iffued  a  brief  againft  the  civil 
conftitution  of  the  clergy,  fufpended  the  bifliop  of 
Autun  from  all  his  functions,  and  declared  him  ex- 
communicate unlefs  he  recanted  his  errors  within 
forty  days  ;  the  people  were  encouraged  to  burn  th» 
fovereign  pontiff  in  effigy,  and  the  legifla-  1()th 
ture  paffed  a  decree  declaring  all  briefs,  June. 
bills,  and  receipts,  of  the  court  of  Rome,  void  in 
France,  unlefs  fanctioned  and  formally  adopted  by 
the  legiflative  body.  The  ufual  modes  of  perfecu- 
tion and  calumny  were  adopted  to  change  the 
public  opinion  on  thefe  points,  or  at  leaft  to  fup- 
prefs  the  indications  of  it;  while  the  remaining  pro- 
perty of  the  church  was  rapidly  falling  into  the 
grafp  of  a  greedy  legiflature;  and  the  popular  mind 
was  debauched  by  abject  and  abfurd  idolatry  to 
the  principal  opponents  of  the  chriftian  revelation. 
Reports  were  affiduoufly  circulated  of  riots  and  in- 

furre&ions 
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CH.  III.  furrections   formed   by  the   nonjuring  clergy  and 

1791.    their  partifans  in  the  departments,  and  they  were 

falfely  accufed  of  infpiring  fentiments  equally  bar* 

3d      barous  and  unchriftian.     The  fuperfiuous 

March,  plate   of  the  churches  was  ordered  to  be 

coined  into  money, — a  rrtoft  ridiculous  decree,  as  the 

chief  value  confifred  in  the  workmanfhip,  and  the 

quantity  of  fillagreed  and  emborTed  filver,  which  in 

a  fhrine  was  confidered  ineftimable,  would  from 

the  crucible  produce  only  a  few  crowns  ;  fums  pror 

bably   infufBcient   to   pay   for    the    ceremony    of 

pantheonizing  (for  that  was  the  phrafe)  of  Rouffeau 

and  Voltaire,  both  which  were  decreed  by  the  af- 

fembly,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  performed 

with  great  pomp*. 

Although  Louis  XVI.  had  been  prevailed  on  to 
fandtion  the  decree  refpecting  the  clergy,  he  yielded 
only  to  the  impulfe  offeree ;  and  his  confcience  was 
claily  more  tortured  by  reflections  on  the  injury  he 
had  done  to  the  religion  of  his  fathers,  and  the 
cruel  violences  he  faw  daily  committed  under  pre- 
tence of  giving  effect  to  that  decree.  The  well- 
concerted  project  of  Mirabeau  for  meliorating  the 
condition  of  the  king,  and  preferving  the  ftate  from 
fubverfion,  died  with  him,  as  no  individual  could 
be  found  capable  of  acting  the  extenfive  and  im- 

*  See  debates  and  decrees  of  the  afiembly;  hiftories ;  Bertrand's 
Annals,  vol.  III.  pages  413,  444,  vol.  IV.  pages  4,  77,  a»7  J  and 
Barruel's  Hiftory  of  the  Clergy. 
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portant  part  afligned  to  that  great  man.  The  pro-  CH.  III. 
je£t  of  repairing  to  Montmedi  was  retained,  but  it  * . 
was  incumbered  with  another  fuggefted  by  M.  de 
Montmorin,  by  which  the  great  continental  powers 
were  to  form  a  pretended  coalition,  to  marfhal 
inefficient  armies,  and  wage  an  imaginary  war, 
while  the  king's  friends,  by  their  exertions  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  to  fvvay  the  popular 
mind  to  an  anxious  defire  of  peace,  military  fubor- 
dination,  the  eftablimment  of  the  ancient  monar- 
chical conftitution  freed  from  its  abufes,  and  the 
return  of  the  emigrants.  This  plan,  which  required 
the  combination  of  an  infinity  of  fubordinate  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  execution  of  which  would 
have  been  deranged  by  failure,  indifcretion,  or 
felfifhnefs,  in  any  of  the  numerous  domeftic  or 
foreign  agents  who  muft  neceflarily  be  employed, 
was  adopted  by  the  king ;  and  that  time  might  be 
afforded  for  the  neceflary  negociations  and  prepara- 
tions, he  informed  M.  de  Bouille,  that  his  intention 
of  going  to  Montmedi  was  poftponed,  but  not  re- 
linquimed*. 

The  exertions  of  thev  demagogues,  and  of  La 
Fayette  in  particular,  were  daily  direfted  to  the 
objeft  of  compelling  the  king  to  attend  divine 
fervice,  and  receive  the  facrament  from  the  hands 

*  For  the  particulars  of  this  plan  fee  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  IV. 
p.  8,  ct  feq. ;  and  the  correfpondence  between  him  and  Mr,  Fox  in  a 
Separate  pamphlet,  or  in  the  fame  work,  vol.  IX.  p.  25. 

Of 
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CH.III..  of  a  conftitutional  prieft.  For  this  purpofe  the  afc 
1T91.  fembly,  the  clubs,  and  the  groupes  in  the  ftreets, 
were  affailed  with  perpetual  declamations  ^  and 
the  patriotic  journals  were  filled  with  addrefles  and 
paragraphs.  La  Fayette,  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
this  point,  carried  infult  and  ribaldry  even  into  the 
royal  cabinet,  while  his  worthy  coadjutors,  the 
jnob,  and  the  national  guards,  made  the  palace  ring 
with  their  fongs,  threats,  and  execrations.  The 
people  were  taught  to  exprefs  particular  anxiety 
that  the  king  mould  receive  the  facrament  at  Eafter 
from  a  prieft  of  their  favoured  clafs  >  but  the  king, 
far  from  yielding  in  a  point  which  affected  his  con- 
fcience,  refolved  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  bifhop 
pf  Clermont,  given  purely  on  religious  grounds,  by 
fufpending  the  pafcal  communion  j  and  to  avoid  the 
importunities  and  infults  to  which  he  forefaw  this 
determination  would  give  rife,  he  determined  tQ 
pafs  that  week  at  St.  Cloud. 
lgth  La  Fayette,  apprehenfive  that  this  excur- 
April.  flon  would  be  oppofed  by  the  populace,  took 
the  precaution  of  increafing  the  national  guards, 
and  endeavoured  to  protect  the  king  in  this  exercife 
of  his  natural  and  even  conftitutional  right.  The 
clubs,  however,  and  particularly  that  of  the  corde- 
liers, had  made  effectual  arrangements  forfruftratin^ 

o  o 

all  thefe  meafures,  and  detaining  the  fovereign  by 
force.  As  foon  as  the  carriages  were  drawn  out, 
aod  the  royal  family  had  taken  their  feats,  they 

were 
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were  furrounded  by  an  innumerable  mob,  who  Cn- Iir- 
clamoroufly  infifted  that  the  coaches  fhouldtnot  1791. 
be  permitted  to  pafs,  mingling  with  their  vocifera- 
tions the  grofleft  abufe  and  obfcenity  -,  and  even  in- 
fulting  the  queen  by  actions  of  horrible  irnmodefty. 
La  ivayette  attempted  to  clear  the  way,  but  his 
troops  refuted  to  a£t  againft  the  people,  and  h,e 
was  furioufly  infulted  by  Danton,  who  encouraged, 
and  in  fome  degree  directed,  the  proceedings  of  the 
rabble.  Although  difappointed  of  the  co-operation 
of  his  foldiers,  La  Fayette  offered  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  few  officers,  and  clear  the  way  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life,  but  the  king  wifely  declined 
fanclioning  fo  dangerous  and  unprofitable  an  at- 
tempt j  and,  after  enduringeveryfpecies  of  licentious 
infult  during  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  royal  family 
returned  to  the  palace,  which,  notvvith  (landing  all 
the  rhetoric  of  popular  orators,  and  all  the  fiudied 
mifreprefentations  of  the  municipality  and  the  af- 
fembly,  could  not  now  be  confidered  in  any  othe/ 
view  than  as  their  jail. 

The  king  in  perfon  carried  his  complaints 
on.  this  fubject  to  the  aflembly,  and  declared 
his  perfeverance  in  the  refolution  to  vifit  St.  Cloud; 
but  the  legiflature,   though  they  applauded  thofe 
parts  of  his  fpeech  which  promifed  to  maintain  the 
conftitution,  and  particularly  the  civil  conftitution 
of  the  clergy,  adopted  no  refolution  for  facilitating 
Jlis  journey,  and  it  was  renounced  in  filence. 

La 
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CH.  III.  La  Fayette,  indignant  at  the  conduft  of  his 
'  1791.  foldiers,  refigned  the  command  of  the  national 
guards,  but,  after  two  days,  refumed  it  on  the 
earned  folicitations  of  Bailly,  and  a  deputation  of 
the  commune.  He  difmifled  fourteen  of  the  mofl 
refractory  foldiers,  and  attempted  to  impofe  on  the 
whole  corps  a  new  oath  ;  but  the  men  he  had  dif- 
charged  were  hailed  as  the  martyrs  of  liberty,  and 
the  oath  was  declared  fuperfluous  and  illegal  *. 

Elated  by  their  triumph,  the  popular  fa6Hon  re- 
newed their  violences  againft  the  nonjuringpriefts, 
and  the  king,  feeling  heartily  for  their  fituation,  ac- 
cepted in  an  evil  hour  the  tender  of  counfel  and 
affiftance  which  was  made  to  him  by  the  Lameths. 
To  fave  the  unfortunate  ecclefiaftics,  who  appeared 
expofed  to  every  danger  and  perfecution  on  his  ac- 
count, he  difmifTed  them  from  about  his  perfon, 
and  even  did  violence  to  his  confcience  by  hearing 
mafs  performed  on  Eafter-day  at  the  church  of  St. 
Germain  1'Auxerre  by  a  constitutional  prieftf. 

In  compliance  with  the  advice  of  the  Lameths, 

and  in  contradi£Hon  to  that  of  his  older  and  better 

2.3d     friends,  he  adopted  the  fatal  and  difhonour- 

April.   able  meafure  of  writing  to  all  his  minifters 

at  foreign  courts  a  letter  of  inffruclions,  enabling 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  pages  60,  456 ;  Moore's 
View  of  the  Caufes  and  Progrefs  of  the  French  Revolution,  vol.  II. 
p.  231 j  Conjuration  d'Orleans,  vol.  III.  p.  in. 

f  Moore's  View,  vol.  II.  p.  287. 

them 
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them  to  declare  his  entire  approbation  of  the  revo-  CH.  III. 
lution,  his  defire  to  maintain  the  constitution,  and  nJi. 
an  avowal  that  he  confidered  himfelf  perfeftly  free 
and  happy*.  In  vain  did  Montmorio  oppofe  by  the 
foundeft  reafons  the  tranfmifTion  of  this  difgraceful 
letter; it  was  refolved  on,  and  executed  too  fuddenly 
for  his  arguments  to  prevail  :  the  aflemb'y  heard  it 
read  with  exprefiions  of  rapture,  and  fent  a  deputa- 
tion to  congratulate  the  king  ;  but  the  royalifts  took 
no  fharc  in  thefe  tranfports  ;  and  Louis  himfelf  had 
the  mortification  on  the  next  day  to  find  Mont- 
morin's  prophecy  verified;  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
moment  entirely  exhaufted,  and  a  party  gaining 
credit  by  declaring  that  the  profeffion  were  too 
extenfive  to  be  finceref . 

The  legiflative  body  now  occupied  themfelvcs 
•yvith  increafed  diligence  in  forming  the  conftitution, 
and  arranging  meafures  for  their  own  difTolution 

and  the  rei^n  of  their  fucceflbrs.     Towards     _.. 

/  tn 

the  latter  objecl  they  had,  on  the  yth  of  Apiil. 
April,  paflcd  a  decree,  which  tofuperficial  obfervers 
appeared  an  heroic  inftance  of  felf  denial,  but 
which  was  in  truth  an  acl  of  confummate  folly,  and 
expofed  thp  kingdom  to  inevitable  evils.  It  im- 
ported that  no  number  of  the  exifting  legiflature 
fhould  be  eligible  to  a  feat  in  the  next ;  a  neceflfary 

*  See  this  letter  in  the  hiftories,  debates,  and  periodical  works, 
and  in  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  IV.  Appendix,  p.  98. 

^  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  IV.  p.  45, 

confequence 
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CH.  III.  confequence  of  which  was,  that  thofe  who  framed 
j^j  the  conftitution  would  have  no  power  of  explaining 
or  enforcing  its  laws,  and  all  the  experience  which 
they  had  acquired  in  the  tranfa&ion  of  bufinefs  was 
thrown  afide  in  order  to  make  way  for  new  fpecu- 
lifts,  new  fy (terns,  and,  in  courfe,.new  parties,  and 
new  violences.  They  alfo  decreed  that  no  member 
of  any  legiflative  body  mould  accept  a  place  in  ad- 
miniftration,  till  four  years  after  its  diffolution  ; 
gave  to  the  king  the  power  of  appointing  minifters, 
but  referved  to  themfelves  that  of  limiting  their  * 
number,  and  at  the  fame  time  decreed  their  refpon- 
(ibility.  They  had  in  the  preceding  year  abolifhed 
jft  the  Corvees;  and  they  now  formally  annulled 
June.  the  ufe  Of  torture,  either  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  confeffion  or  punifhing  crimes. 

With  thefe  laws,  fome  of  which  were  fane  and 
laudable,  and  fome  could  be  juftified  by  pretenfions 
to  public  fpirit,  the  affembly  mixed  others  for 
which  no  apology  could  be  made,  and  which 
tended  only  to  confufion,  blood,  and  plunder. 
They  authorifed  by  an  exprefs  decree  the  attend- 
ance of  the  military,  both  officers  and  privates,  at 
the  jacobin  clubs  during  the  hours  they  were  not 
on  duty*,  and  made  feveral  attacks  on  the  property 

of 

*  This  decree  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  three  colonels,  whofe 
deftinies  were  remarkable,  as  they  were  all  in  fome  degree  victims 
to  the  infubordination  which  it  wa3  framed  to  encourage.  Alex* 

under 
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of  emigrants,  particularly  by  a  law  fubjeft- 
ing  them  to  treble  taxes. 

During  thefe  tranfaclions  the  rigour  of  the  king's 
confinement,  and  the  infults  he  was  obliged  to  fuf- 
tain,  were  hourly  augmenting.  His  old  friends  and 
faithful  adherents  were  debarred  from  his  prefence, 
and  he  was  encompafled  with  fpies,  who  watched 
all  his  words  and  aftions  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
porting them  to.  his  difadvantage,  and  furnifhing 
topics  of  declamation  to  the  demagogues.  The 
new  alliance  into  which  he  had  been  drawn  with 
the  Lameths  was  attended  with  no  good  to  counter- 
balance the  infinite  prejudice  it  produced.  Their 
afliftance  was  not  fufficiently  explicit,  nor  their 
exertions  fufficiently  decided,  to  repair  the  effects 
of  that  confternation  which  his  letter  to  the  em- 
baffadors  produced  in  the  minds  of  his  friends  in  all 
quarters,  to  countervail  the  triumph  of  thofe  who 
hated,  or  the  defpair  of  thofe  who  ftill  adhered  to 
the  crown.  The  royalifts,  in  fact,  faw  their  only 
refource,  the  only  bond  of  union  which  they  could 
confiftently  avow,  matched  from  them  by  the  ap- 
parently unfolicited  declaration  of  the  king,  that  he 
approved  of  a  revolution  which  depofed  him,  ad- 

amler  Beauharnois,  after  riling  to  the  command  of  an  army,  fell 
by  the  guillotine  3  M.  le  Vicomte  de  Noailles,  after  commanding 
in  the  out-pofts  at  Valenciennes,  was  obliged  to  emigrate  ;  and  the 
comte  de  Tracy  fled  his  country,  and  was  imprifoned  with  La 
Fnyette,  but  reflored  to  liberty  and  forgotten. 

mired 
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CH.  III.  mired  exertions  which  ruined  him,  and  felt  free  id 
J-QJ  ''  a  ftate  where  every  femblance  of  liberty  was  denied 
him. 

The  plan  for  placing  Louis  at  the  head  of  his 
army  to  eflfe6t  a  change  in  the  proceedings  which 
threatened  to  deftroy  his  government  was  ftill 
purfued,  but  circumftances  were  widely  altered 
iince  the  period  when  it  was  firft  propofed,  and 
when  it  appeared  fo  feafible  and  proper.  The 
royal  authority  was  much  degraded  by  repeated 
ihocks  ;  and  thofe  who  were,  from  fear  of  popular 
encroachment,  prepared  to  rally  round  the  throne, 
differed  among  themfelves  in  almoft  every  .principle 
of  government.  Some  were  attached  to  the  old 
forms  j  fome  wedded  to  the  new }  fome  confidered 
all  the  a£ls  of  the  aflembly  as  encroachments  which 
ought  to  be  refcinded ;  others  thought  them  all 
wife  and  reafonable,  and  wimed  only  to  form  a 
flrong  mound  againft  further  innovation.  No  con- 
cordant opinions  were  held  on  any  great  or  general 
iubjeft  ;  and  among  the  feveral  parties  attached  to 
the  king,  a  difcuffion  on  the  limits  of  his  authority, 
on  the  reinftatement  of  nobility,  or  reftoration  of 
the  clergy,  would  have  given  birth  to  endlefs  diver- 
fities  of  opinion,  and  inextinguimable  feuds.  No 
man  flood  in  the  place  of  Mirabeau,  to  controul 
by  his  energy,  animate  by  his  eloquence,  enlighten 
by  his  knowledge,  and  encourage  by  his  popularity, 
the  various  perfons  whofe  aid  was  now  requisite. 

Great 
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Great  changes  had  alfo  taken  place  in  the  op-  CH.  III. 
pofition  party.  The  repeated  feceifion  of  the  mod  l-jgla 
diftinguifhed  members  had  rendered  their  ranks  in 
the  aflembly  lefs  formidable  for  numbers  or  talents, 
but  the  confirmed  afcendancy  of  the  galleries  and 
the  clubs,  made  thefe  defalcations  of  lefs  import- 
ance ;  as  all  men  who  meant  to  be  ufeful  mud  render 
themfelves  popular,  and  popularity  could  only  be 
acquired  by  propofmg,  or  at  leaft  fupporting,  all 
the  frantic  meafures  in  religion  and  government 
which  vague  declamations  and  falfe  fyllems  had 
rendered  fo  delightful  to  the  mob. 

The  party  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  though  de- 
prived of  feveral  of  its  mod  diftinguilhed  adherents, 
was  oftenfibly  as  numerous  as  ever;  but  even  among 
thofe  who  ftill  availed  themfelves  of  his  purfe  and 
table,  and  the  fanftion  of  his  name,  a  new  and 
feparate  faction  had  fprung  up.  At  an  early- 
period  of  the  year  1791,  M.  Roland  de  la  Platiere, 
a  man  of  letters,  who  had  made  confiderable  pro- 
ficiency in  feveral  branches  of  ftudy,  arrived  in 
Paris,  being  employed  to  negotiate  fome  bufinefs 
by  the  municipality  of  Lyons,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  His  wife,  who  accompanied  him,  was  a 
native  of  the  capital,  eonfiderably  younger  than 
himfelf,  a  proficient  in  literature,  a  wit,  agreeable 
in  converfation,  and  an  elegant  writer.  Their 
houfe  became  the  refort  of  men  of  letters  attached 
to  fhe  duke  of  Orleans,  and  of  all  the  popular 

orators, 
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Cii.HI.  orators,  and  fome  of  the  moft  a£tive  and  leaft  re- 
1791.  fpe&able  members  of  the  affembly,  particularly 
Pction  and  Robefpierre*.  Here  councils  were 
held,  and  political  principles  eftablifhed,  and  in- 
fenfibly  a  faction  formed,  whofe  firft  obje6t  was  only 
to  fhake  off  the  domination  of  the  duke  of  Orleans^ 
but  as  the  moft  effectual,  and,  perhaps,  the  only 
means  now  left,  it  was  thought  advifable  to  exhibit 
the  abolition  of  royalty  as  a  bait  to  the  populace, 
and  a  terror  to  the  fuperior  orders,  though  the 
proje,6tors  had  not  themfelves  at  firft  a  ferious 
notion  of  eftabliihing  a  republic.  Among  the 
chiefs  of  this  party,  exclufive  of  the  members 
of  the  affembly,  were  the  marquis  de  Condorcet* 
Briffot,  Danton,  Camille  Defmoulins*  and  many 
confpicuous  perfons  at  the  clubs  of  jacobins  and 
cordeliers. 

The  diverfities  of  opinion  among  the  king's 
friends  produced  great  embarraffments  in  his  pro- 
ceedings; all  concurred  in  the  neceffity  of  his? 
efcaping  from  Paris,  but  as  they  concurred  in  no 
general  view  of  any  fubjecl,  each  party  prefent- 
ed  feparate  plans,  and  the  king  was  at  once  dif- 
pofed  to  follow  four,  which  were  prefented  from 
different  quarters.  After  -many  delays,  the  day  of 
his  departure  was  fixed,  and  M.  de  Bouille  received 

*  See  Les  CEuvres  de  J.  M,  Ph.  Roland,  torn  JI.  p.  60,  and  in 
many  other  places. 

directions 
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directions  to  prepare  for  the  king's  efcape  and  recep-  Cn.  III. 
tion  at  Montmedy.     The  inftru&ions  were  faithfully   "7X7" 

•  1      |   v/   1  # 

bbferved,  but  the  general's  fituation  was  much  altered 
for  the  worfe  fmce  the  project  was  firft  recommend- 
ed ;  the  fphere  of  his  authority  was  flraitened,  the 
number  of  his  troops  diminifhed,  and  their  fidelity 
fliaken  by  the  removal  of  old,  and  introduction  of 
new  regiments.  When  all  the  preparations  were 
completed,  and  troops  ordered  to  every  ftation  of  the 
journey,  the  king  found  it  necefTary  to  delay  his  de- 
parture four-and-twenty  hours  ;  and  this  change,  be- 
fides  deranging  the  modes  of  proceeding  already  fixed, 
had  the  bad  effecl  of  rendering  the  execution  of  the 
whole  plan  doubtful,  and  introducing  an  uncertainty 
into  the  minds  of  fome  officers,  which  was  productive 
of  great  difafters. 

At  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  midnight  2oth 
the  royal  captives  quitted  their  prifon.  La  June. 
Fayette  had  vifited  them  at  a  late  hour,  and  in 
eroding  the  court-yard  they  met  him  twice.  Although 
his  conduct  occafioned  fome  fmifler  forebodings,  the 
fugitives,  fortunately,  as  they  thought,  gained  their 
carriages  in  fafety,  and  pafled  through  the  Porte  St. 
Martin  to  Bondi.  At  Montmirel  the  harnefs  of  the 
king's  coach  broke$  Which  occafioned  a  delay  of  two 
hours  before  it  could  be  repaired  ;  and  as  none  of  the 
party  thought  of  difpatching  a  courier  to  the  next  de- 
tachment of  troops,  the  officers  ftationed  at  Pont  dii 
Somvelle,  contrary  to  the.  orders  they  had  received 

VOL,-  i,  G  from 
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CH.  III.  from  their  general,  quitted  their  poft,  and  fpreading 
1^l     through  the  other  detachments  the  report  that  the 
king  was  not  to  be  expected,  proceeded  for  Varennes. 
On  reaching  St.  Menehoud,  the  king  was  recognifed 
by  Drouet  the  poft-mafter  of  the  town,  who  difpatch- 
ed  his  fon  to  Varennes ;   he  then  permitted  the  king 
to  depart,   but  inftigated  the  people  to  hinder  the 
dragoons  from  following,  and  his  orders  were  im-' 
plicitly  obeyed.     On  his  arrival  at  Varennes, 
the  king  was  obliged  to  flop  at  the  entrance 
.of  the  town  from  a  difappointment  in  the  relays  :  two 
gardes  du  corps  were  difpatched  to  feek  them,  and  the 
queen  herfelf  alighted  to  gain  information.     Drouet, 
accompanied  by  oneGujllaume,  had,  however,  reached 
Yarennes  before  them;  and  prepared  meafures  to  re- 
itrain  their  progrefs ;  the  king's  carriage  was  flopped 
under  an  arch  by  eight  or  nine  men  ftationed  for  the 
purpofe,  and  Louis  having  forbid  all  refiftance  which 
might  occafion  bloodshed,  was,  with  his  family,  con- 
dueled  to  a  neighbouring  houfe,  where  the  munici- 
pality was  affembled.     The  king  pathetically  expoftu- 
lated  for  permiffion  to  proceed  with  his  family  to  a 
place  of  fafety,  but  in  vain  ;   a  loaded  waggon  was 
overturned  on  the  bridge  to  prevent  his  proceeding  ; 
the  tocfin  rung  for  ten  leagues  round  j  and  legions  of 
armed  peafantry  poured  in  to  fecure  the  perfons  of  the 
royal  family,  whom  they  guarded  with  the  utmoft 
yigilance.      Monfieur  and  madaine,  who  departed  an 
hour  after  the  king  and  queen  from  the  palace  of  the 

Luxembourg, 
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Luxembourg,   took  th'e  road  to  Valenciennes,  and  CH.  III. 
quitted  the  kingdom  without  impediment. » 

Meanwhile  Paris  exhibited  a  fcene  of  confirmation 
and  confufion  ;  every  party  purfued  fome  fcheme  for 
promoting  its  own  peculiar  views,  and  every  indi- 
vidual felt  a  portion  of  the  alarm  occafioned 
by  a  great  and  unexpected  crifis.  On  the 
meeting  of  the  aflembly,  theprefident  flated  that  Bailly 
had  received  information  of  the  king  and  a  part  of  the 
royal  family  being  carried  off  by  the  enemies  of  the 
people.  The  ftupor  which  fucceeded  this  intelligence 
was  broken  by  Regnaut  de  St.  Jean  d'Angely,  who, 
after  reminding  the  legislature  of  the  neceflity  for 
maintaining  courage,  coolnefs,  and  tranquillity,  ob- 
tained a  decree  that  couriers  mould  be  fent  into  every 
department  with  orders  to  all  public  functionaries  to 
arreft  every  perfon  leaving  the.  kingdom  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  overtaking  the  king,  or  any  of  the  royal  family,  to 
take  the  moft  prompt  meafures  for  preventing  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  journey.  La  Fayette  had  already 
difpatched  his  aid-de-camp,  M.  de  Romeuf,  inpurfuit 
pf  the  king,  but  he  was  ftopt  by  the  workmen  on  the 
Pont  de  Louis  XVI.,  and  the  general  himfelf  was  in- 
fulted  by  the  populace.  Commiflioners  were  dif- 
patched to  protect  both  him  and  M.  de  Cazales,  who 
had  likewife  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rabble  ;  and 
the  aflembly  occupied  themfelves  in  drawing  up  a 
decree  to  be  promulgated  in  their  name  throughout 
-the  kingdom. 

G  2  When 
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CH.HI.  When  this  edict  was  prefented  for  fignature,  the 
minifter  of  juftice  informed  the  legiflature  that  an  ex- 
prefs  decree  was  necefiary  to  authorife  fuch  an  af- 
fumption  of  authority.  The  feal  having  been  received 
from  the  king  without  the  interference  of  the  legiflature, 
could  not  be  ufed  in  contradiction  to  his  orders ;  and 
they  had  pofitive  commands  to  refufe  affixing  it  to  any 
decree  during  his  abfence,  in  a  PS.  to  a  long 
memorial  written  by  his  majefty,  and  in  the  pofleflion 
of  M.  de  la  Porte.  This  memorial  being  produced, 
was  found  to  contain  a  clear,  able,  and  maflerly  ex- 
pofure  of  the  king's  motives,  and  vindication  of  his 
conduct*  ;  but  the  aflfembly  decreed  that  the  minifters 
Ihould  provifionally  affix  the  feal  to  their  edicts,  which 
ihould  have  the  force  of  law  without  the  kingV 
fanction. 

Bailly  and  La  Fayerte  now  appeared  in  their  places, 
but  were  ordered  to  the  bar  to  give  an  account  of 
their  conduct.  Adrien  Duport  firft  affured  the  af- 
Fembly  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  city,  and  then,  at  the 
requefl  of  La  Fayette,  M.  Gouvion,  who  commanded 
at  the  palace,  was  admitted  and  made  his  report? 
Rochambeau,  D'ArTry,  and  feveral  officers  of  the  Swifs 
and  other  guards  took  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  nation  j 
and  deputations  from  the  fe&ions  of  Croix-rouge, 

*  See  a  genuine  copy  of  this  memorial  in  Rivington's  Annual  lle- 
gifler  for  1791,  p.  221*  ;  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol,  IV.  p.  108, 
of  the  Appendix  :  thofe  which  were  previoufty  publifhed  aregrofsly 
and  wickedly  falsified. 

and 
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mid  the  city  of  Verfailles,  aflured  the  aiTembly  of  their  CH.  III. 

refolution  to  fupport  all  their  decrees  whether  fane- l     v — ' 

1791. 

tioned  or  not,  and  notwithftanding  the  king's  me- 
morial. Meafures  of  defence,  and  an  addrefs  to  the 
embafladors  from  foreign  courts,  were  alfo  voted,  and 
the  aflembly  defifted  from  bufmefs  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  though  their  fitting  was  declared  permanent, 
and  great  numbers  continued  in  the  hall  till  the  next 
day. 

Meanwhile  the  parties  without  doors,  and  parti- 
cularly the  new  formed  republican  fadion,  were  em- 
ployed with  great  activity  in  endeavouring  to  give  a 
bias  to  the  public  mind.  The  mops  were  generally 
ihut ;  a  band  paraded  the  ftreets,  throwing  down  and 
trampling  under  foot  all  figns  of  the  king  and  queen, 
and  all  emblems  of  royalty.  The  fedion  of  the 
Luxembourg  tore  their  banners  in  pieces,  becaufe^ 
prefented  by  Monfieur,;  hand-bills  abufive  of  the 
royal  family  were  profufely  diflributed ;  a  pamphlet, 
entitled  Me  moires  du  fi-devant  Roi  was  hawked  in  the 
ftreets  ;  and  an  individual  was  obliged  to  erafe  his 
chriftian  name,  Louis,  from  his  mop  door.  The 
majority  of  citizens,  however,  viewed  thefe  proceedings 
with  apprehenfion  and  alarm,  which  they  teftified  by 
repeated  enquiries,  and  by  an  unufual  folemnity  and 
earneftnefs  of  demeanor. 

In  the  evening  M.  de  Romeuf  arrived  at 
Varennes,  and  the  next  day  the  royal  family, 
notwithftanding  their  earneft  intreaties,  and  fome 

endeavours 


CH.  Ill,  endeavours  made  by  M.  de  Bouille,  were  obliged  t<5 
accompany  him  back  to  Paris.     They  travelled  by 
fliort  ftages,  under  the  efcort  of  fix  thoufand  national 
guards,  who  were  reinforced  in  their  way  by  all  the 
national  guards  of  other  departments,   and  all  the 
diforderly  rabble  which    could  be  collected.      The 
king  and  queen  had  the  'mortification  of  feeing  their 
faithful  attendants  arrefted  and  ill  treated  at  Varennes ; 
and  in  their  firfl  day's  journey  had  the  ftill  greater 
horror  of  feeing  M.  de  Dampierre,  an  old  gentleman 
of  Champagne,  murdered  by  the  fide  of  their  coach, 
for  merely  endeavouring  to  fhew  them  fome  marks  of 
refpeft.      He   fell  pierced  with   three  mufket  balls, 
crying  Five  le  Roi,  while  his  aifamns  drowned  his  voice 
with  fhouts  of  Five  la  Nation. 

While  the  royal  captives   were  thus  proceeding 
towards  the  capital,  the  affembly  were  engaged  in  re- 
ceiving deputations  and  framing  decrees:  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night  they  received  the  welcome  tidings  of  the  king's 
arreft,  and  decreed  that  Latour-Maubourg,  Petion, 
and  Barnave,  members  of  the  affembly,  all  diftin- 
guifhed   for  their  oppofition  to   the  court,  and  M» 
Dumas,   adjutant-general    of    the  national   guards, 
ihould  efcort  them  to  Paris.     The  decree  was  accom- 
panied with  a  recommendation  to  maintain  the  refpect 
23d  and  ^ue  *°  ^e  roYa^  dignity.     The  enfuing  days 
24th.  were  occupied  in  proceffions,  fwearing  of  the 
national  guards  and  others  to  maintain  the  law,  and 
in  a  difcuffion  in  which  Robefpierre  and   Rewbell 

ilrongly 
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ftrongly  intimated  the  neceffity  of  depofing  the  king.  CH.  III. 
M.  de  Montmorin  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  with 
difficulty  juftified  himfelf  for  figning  the  paflport  with 
which  the  royal  family  were  furnimed,  though  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  demanded  by  the  Ruffian  minifter 
for  the  baronefs  Kroff  and  her  family,  and  iffued 
without  deviation  from  the  ordinary  forms.  Drouet 
too  was  admitted,  and  gave  a  long  rambling  narrative 
of  arvefting  the  royal  family,  which  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded ;  and  Alexander  Beauharnois  the  prefident, 
made  him  a  complimentary  anfwer,  and  invited  him 
to  the  honours  of  the  fitting*., 

The  ne^t  day,  at  feven  o'clock,  the  pre- 
lident  received  a  letter  from  thecommiffioners, 
announcing  that  the  royal  family  would  arrive  in 
Paris  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  aflembly,  notwithflanding  vehement  oppofition 
from  Malouet,  a  courageous  royalift,  decreed  that  on 
their  arrival  at  the  Tuilleries,  the  king,  queen,  and 
dauphin,  mould  be  feparately  guarded,  and  their  de- 
clarations heard  without  delay,  to  ferve  as.  a  bafis  for 
the  proceedings  of  the  afTembly  ;  and  in  the.mean  time 
their  former  decree  was  to  remain  in  force,  enabling 

*  The  narrative  of  Drouet,  fome  particulars  of  which  he  after- 
wards contradicted,  confirmed  many  in  their  opinion  that  La, 
Fayette  had  difcovered  the  king's  intention  and  planned  the  fruftra- 
tion  of  it.  I  have  examined  the  probability  of  this  conjecture  in  the 
Biographical  Memoirs,  article  La  Fayette,  but  have  no  reafon  for 
pronouncing  on  it  with  confidence. 

the 
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CH.  III.  the  rninifters  to  fix  the  feal  to  edids  of  the  affemblj 
T~^J7  Without  the  king's  concurrence.  This  plan  for  fuf- 
pending  the  royal  authority  was  ufhered  in  by  a  de- 
claration of  the  impoffibility  of  allowing  the  original 
relation  between  the  national  aflembly  and  the  king 
ftill  to  fubfiil,  or  having  the  executive  power  veiled 
where  difpofitions  exifled  manifeftly  hoflile  to  the  con- 
ftitution.  The  reafonings  by  which  it  was  fupported 
were  of  the  fame  clafs,  and  Malouet  perfifting  in  his 
pppofition  was  repeatedly  afked  if  he  meant  to  get 
himfelf  aflaflinated. 

The  royal  family  in  their  flow  progrefs  to  Paris, 
were  furrounded  by  an  immenfe  multitude ;  and  it 
was  more  than  once  fufpe&ed  that  attempts  would  be 
made  againft  their  lives.  In  the  carriage  with  the  king, 
queen,  princefs  Elizabeth,  the  dauphin,  and  the  princefs- 
royal,  fat  the  three  commiflioners  from  the  aflembly  : 
this  crowd,  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  the  duft  raifed  by 
the  guards  and  mob,  incommoded  them  almoft  to 
fainting  ;  but  their  complaints  excited  only  derifion  or 
infult.  On  their  arrival  in  the  capital,  they  were  re- 
ceived with  gloomy  filence  and  fludied  diirefpeft  :  an 
order  was  placarded,  importing,  that  whoever  ap- 
plauded the  king  mould  L>e  baftinadoed  j  whoever  in- 
fulted  him,  hanged.  At  his  appearance  the  cry  was 
circulated,  "  Hats  on,  let  nobody  be  uncovered  ;" 
and,  in  the  immenfe  crowd,  only  one  royalift,  M.  Guil- 
hermy,  a  member  of  the  aflembly,  had  the  courage 
to  difobey  :  the  national  guards  were  forbid  to  pre- 
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fent  their  arms ;  and  the  three  gardes  du  corps  who  Cn- 
attended  the  royal  family  in  their  journey,  being 
brought  into  the  city  bound,  were  with  difficulty  re- 
fcued  from  the  rabble,  who  attempted  tearing  them 
to  pieces:  they  were  conducted  to  the  Abbaye,  and 
their  corps  difbanded  by  the  aflembly  *. 

The  examinations  of  the  king  and  queen  0^th 
were  taken  by  commiflioners  from  the  af-  June, 
fembly ;  thofe  of  the  other  perfons  arrefted,  by 
commiffioners  from  the  fection  of  the  Tuilleries. 
The  king  refufed  fubmitting  to  an  examination, 
but  confented  to  explain  the  facts  referred  to  in 
the  decree.  lie  affigned  as  motives  of  his  departure 
the  infults  to  which  he  had  been  expofed  on  the  1 8th 
of  April,  and  the  pamphlets  publifhed  to  excite  vio- 
lence againft  himfelf  and  family.  As  thefe  infults  re- 
mained unpunimed,  and  he  expected  neither  fafety 
nor  common  decency  while  he  remained  at  Paris,  he 
wiihed  to  leave  it ;  but  wras  obliged  to  quit  the  palace 
privately,  and  without  attendants,  becaufe  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  to  do  it  publicly.  He  did  not 
intend  to  fly  the  kingdom,  nor  had  he  concerted  his 
plan  with  foreign  powers,  or  with  his  relations,  or 
any  other  Frenchmen  who  had  quitted  the  kingdom. 
As  a  proof  that  he  did  not  mean  to  leave  France,  he 
obferved  that  apartments  were  prepared  for  him  at 

*  For  details  of  thefe  events  lie  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I. 
pages  63,  458.  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  328  et  feq.  Books  of 
hiftory  and  anecdotes,  periodical  works,  debates,  and  Bertrand's 
ls,  vol.  IV.  c,  xli.  xlii. 

Mont- 
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CH.  III.  Montmedy  ;  a  place  which  he  felefted  becaufe  It  was 
fortified  and  near  the  frontiers,  where  he  could  have  re- 
pellqd  an  invafion  if  attempted.  One  of  his  principal 
motives  for  leaving  Paris  was  to  overthrow  the  argu- 
ment drawn  from  his  not  being  at  liberty ;  and  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  it  had  been  his  intention  to  efcape  from 
the  kingdom  he  mould  not  have  publifhed  his  me- 
morial on  the  very  day  he  left  Paris,  but  deferred  it 
till  he  had  paffed  the  frontiers.  Monfieur,  he  faid, 
went  out  of  France,  becaufe  it  was  agreed  that  both 
parties  mould  not  take  the  fame  road :  he  was  after- 
wards to  have  joined  the  king.  The  paflport  was 
taken  for  a  foreign  country,  becaufe  the  office  for 
foreign  affairs  did  not  iflue  any  for  the  interior  of  the 
kingdom.  He  explained  the  complaints  in  his  memo- 
rial as  referring  to  the  manner  in  which  the  conftitu- 
~tional  decrees  had  been  feparately  prefented  to  him, 
but  declared  that,  having  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey 
found  the  public  opinion  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
conftitution,  he  had  become  convinced  how  neceffary 
it  was  for  the  profperity  of  the  conftitution  to  give 
force  to  the  powers  eflablilhed  to  maintain  public 
order.  The  moment  he  was  acquainted  with  the  public 
will  he  did  not  hefitate  to  facrifice  himfelf,  and  ail- 
that  individually  concerned  himfelf,  to  the  happinefs  • 
of  the  people  ;  and  he  would  willingly  forget  the  dif- 
agreeable  events  he  had  experienced,  to  reftore  peace 

and  tranquillity  to  the  nation.  The  queen's  de- 
°7t.h    '       / 

claration  was  fhort,  corroborated fome  points  in 

that 
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that  of  the  king,  and  exprefied  her  refolution  to  ac-  CH.  Iir, 
company  him  on  every  occafion  ;  but  had  he  defigned  V^T"* 

•  •*«  *    4  i?  *  * 

to  qujt  the  kingdom,    me  would  have  ufed  all  her  in- 
fluence in  difluading  him. 

The  king's  declaration  certainly  contained  ftate- 
ments  not  conformable  to  ftricl  truth  ;  but  thefe,  \ve 
are  told  *,  were  fent  to  him  by  fome  leaders  of  the 
conflitutional  party,  as  the  only  means  of  averting  the 
defign,  which  was  now  openly  profefied,  of  bringing; 
him  and  the  queen  to  trial.  The  papers  found  on 
fome  officers  of  the  regiment  Royal  Allcmand^  con- 
firmed the  flatement,  that  no  intention  was  entertained 
of  leaving  the  kingdom  ;  and  M.  de  Bouille,  who 
had  efcaped  from  France,  wrote  to  the  afiembly, 
avowing  himfelf  the  only  inftigator  of  the  journey  ;  a 
meafure  which  drew  on  him  the  cenfure  of  that  body, 
but  did  not  ferve  the  royal  caufe  fo  much  as  he  ex- 
peeled.  All  the  documents  were  referred  to  commit- 
tees of  the  aifembly. 

The  exertions  of  the  new  republican  faction  to  pro- 
cure the  king's  trial,  now  gave  ferious  alarm,  not 
only  to  the  royalifts,  but  to  the  friends  of  the  confti- 
tution.  At  their  inftigation  addrefies  and  petitions 
were  daily  prefented,  requiring  the  king's  depofition, 
and  even  his  execution  ;  but  it  was  obferved,  that  the' 
idea  of  aboliming  the  royal  office  was  not  yet  made  fa- 
miliar to  the  public  mind.  Cordorcet,  Brifibt,  and 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  IV.  p.  198. 

Thomas 
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CH,  III.  Thomas  Paine,  eftabliflied  a  periodical  paper,  called 
j~gi  Le  Republican,  in  which  they  boldly  avowed  opinions 
hoftile  to  monarchical  government ;  but  they  were 
anfwered  by  feveral  writers,  and  among  others,  the 
Abbe  Sieyes ;  and  their  work  did  not  meet  with  fuf- 
ficient  encouragement  to  be  continued  beyond  two 
or  three  numbers  *.  An  opinion  more  current,  and 
more  acceptable,  was,  that  the  king  would  be  de- 
pofed,  the  dauphin  proclaimed,  and  a  regent*  or 
council  of  regency,  eftabliflied  during  his  minority. 
The  decree  of  the  aflembly  for  taking  his  education 
out  of  the  hands  of  his  parents,  and  beftowing  it  on 
fome  perfon  appointed  by  themfelves,  gave  credibi- 
lity to  this  opinion ;  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  recom- 
mended himfelf  to  popularity  by  publicly  renouncing 
all  claim.,  which,  as  prince  of  the  blood  neareft  to  the 
throne,  the  conftitution  might  give  him  to  the  office 
of  regent.  This  proceeding  excited  different  anim- 
adverfions :  the  duke  was  known  to  be,  at  the  fame 
period,  actively  intriguing  to  the  king's  prejudice  5 
and  it  was  faid  that  his  renunciation  of  the  regency 
was  made  in  hopes  that  the  affembly  would  call  him 
.to  the  throne. 

While  intrigue  was  thus  bufy  in  every  quarter 
againft  the  unfortunate  fovereign,  he  was  the  victim 
of  redoubled  and  u/ireftrained  infolence  :  La  Fayette, 

*  Moore's  View,  vol.  II.  p.  375. 

defines 
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•tleiirous  perhaps  to  remove  the  imputation  of  having  CH.  III. 
been  acceffary  to  their  efcape,  confined  the  royal  fa-  j^cJY, 
mily  with  the  utmoft  ftrictnefs,  and  watched  them 
with  unabating  jealoufy  :  guards  were  even  placed  on 
the  roof  of  the  palace  j  and  it  was  obferved  of  this 
general,  that  with  the  office  he  acquired  the  manners 
of  a  jailor.  The  tafk  of  framing  a  report  on  the 
events  of  the  2 1  ft  of  June,  was  referred  to  the  united 
committees  of  the  aflembly ;  and  while  they  were  pre- 
paring their  opinion  the  city  was  agitated  by  innu- 
merable pamphlets  and  placards.  The  queftion 
whether  the  king  mould  be  put  on  his  trial  occupied 
till  converfation,  and  every  one  decided  on  it  with 
equal  pofitivenefs,  according  to  his  affection  or  hatred, 
his  hopes  or  his  fears,  his  private  judgment,  or  the 
dictates  of  his  party. 

All  the  debates  in  the  national  aflembly,  though 
•not  founded  on  this  fubject,  were  fo  conducted  as  to 
mew  that  it  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  engaged  the  thoughts 
of  the  members.     The  royalifts  were  filent  on  almofl 
every  occafion,  and  prudently  fo,  fmce  their  exertions 
would  only  have  given  additional  vigour  and  popu- 
larity to  the  republicans,  and  perhaps  difgufted  the 
conftitutionalifts,  who  now  began  openly  to  efpoufe 
the  royal  caufe.     But  though  they  were  filent  in  the 
hall  of  the  legiflature,  they  publiihed  an  addrefs  tq 
the  people,  which  produced  a  powerful  effecT:  in  fa- 
vour  of  their  caufe ;  and  was  circulated  throughout 
the  kingdom  with  the  recommendation  of  two  hun- 
dred 
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CH.  III.   tired  and  ninety  of  their  fignatures  *.     The  Spanish 
V     '  oth      embaffador  alfo  prefented  from  his  fovereign 


a  mild  conciliatory  paper  in  favour  of  the 
king  ;  but  the  afiembly  treated  it  with  great  rudenefs, 
and  ordered  their  minifler  for  foreign  affairs  to  an- 
fwer,  that  France  would  never  interfere  in  the  af- 
fairs of  other  nations,  nor  permit  their  interference 
in  hers. 

At  length  the  committees  declaring  themfelves  pre- 
pared, a  call  of  the  names  of  members  of  the  af- 
fembly  was  gone  through,  and  the  i3th  of  July  ap- 

13th  Pomted  for  hearing  the  report.  On  that  day 
'July-  an  eloquent  and  perfuafive  tra£t,  of  thirty. 
two  pages,  entitled,  Le  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  mis  feus 
les  yem  de  f  Europe^  was  profufely  diftributed  ;  and 
fuppofed  to  produce  the  mofl  beneficial  effects  among 
the  members  of  the  afTembly,  and  even  the  public. 

Muguet  de  Nanthou,  reporter  from  the  commjt- 
tees,  recited  all  the  fads  drawn  from  the  declarations 
of  the  king  and  queen,  and  the  examinations  of  other 
perfons,  and  difcuffed  at  length  the  queftion  whether 
the  king  mould  be  brought  to  trial.  On  the  firft 
point  it  was  confidered  as  demonftrated  that  the  whole 
blame  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  and 
011  the  other,  that  the  conftitution  as  well  as  fimple 
reafon  proved  the  negative. 

*  See  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  IV.  p.  212. 

This 
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This  report  was  debated  with  great  fiercenefs  during  CH.  III. 
two  days,  in  which  the  conftitutional  party  would 
not  prefs  their  advantages  to  the  utmoft,  but  indulged 
the  wild  fpeculations  of  Robefpierre,  Petion^  Prieur, 
and  Rewbell,  and  permitted  the  reading  of  feveral  in- 
cendiary petitions.     A  decree  was  at  length 
adopted,  providing  that  if  the  king,  after  hav- 
ing fworn  to  the  conflitution,  fhould  retract,  or  if  he 
fhould  put  himjelf  at  the  head  of  a  military  force,  or 
direct  his  generals  to  act  againft  the  nation,  or  for- 
bear to  oppofe  any  fuch  attempt  by  an  authentic  act, 
he  fhould  be  judged  to  have  abdicated  the  throne ; 
and  mould  then  be  confidered  as  a  fimple  citizen,  and 
fubject  to  impeachment  in  the  ordinary  forms,  for  all 
ciimes  committed  after  his  abdication.     Immediately 
afcer  paffing  this  decree,  the  aflembly  proceeded  to 
the  vote  on  that  relative  to  the  events  of  the  2  id  of 
June,  and  decided  exactly  in  the  mode  prefcribed  by 
the  report  of  the  committees. 

So  fudden  a  termination  of  the  queflion  was  con- 
fidered, and  perhaps  juflly,  as  a  manoeuvre  for 
-preventing  the  efforts  of  the  republicans  and  Or- 
leanifls,  who  were  known  to  be  very  bufy  among  the 
clubs  and  the  fections,  and  from  whom  petitions,  de- 
putations, and  even  infurrections,  were  expected. 
This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  conduct  of  Robef- 
pierre, who,  in  a  tranfport  of  fury,  rumed  out  of 
the  hull,  exclaiming  to  the  mob,  et  All  is  loft,  my 

friends* 
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Cu.  in.  friends,  the  king  is  to  be  reftored !"  The  royalifis$ 
1791.  though  fenlible  of  the  dangers  from  which  the  royal 
family  had  been  refcued,  were  not  entirely  fatisfied 
w,ith  the  termination  of  the  affair ;  they  faw  with 
horror  a  fyftem  eflablifhed  which  propofed,  as  a  pok 
fible  cafe,  the  depofition  of  the  monarch  ;  and  were 
indignant  at  another  decree,  by  which  he  was  ftill 
fufpended  from  the  exercife  of  his  functions  till  the 
completion  and  acceptance  of  the  conftitution  *. 

The  parties  who  formed  the  minority  in  the  af- 
fembly  would  not,  however,,  refign  the  hope  of  ob* 
taining  through  the  medium  of  the  people  fome  alter* 
ation  of  the  decifion.  A  general  council  was  held, 
and  a  meeting  planned  for  the  purpofe  of  organifmg 
an  infurrection,  under  pretence  of  preparing  a  peti- 
tion. But  in  this  meeting  a  fchifm  appeared  between 
thefe  parties,  which  afterwards  produced  important 
confequehces.  Some  were  anxious  to  frame  the  pe- 
tition in  terms  which  would  favour  the  abolition  of 
royalty ;  but  La  Clos,  a  bofom  friend  and  agent  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  propofed  a  paragraph  which 
made  an  opening  for  the  eflabliftiment  of  his  patron 
on  the  throne  ;  this  addition  was  objected  to  by 
Briflbt,  and  in  fome  copies  of  the  petition  rejected, 
though  it  was  retained  in  others :  the  paper  was  drawn 
up  by  a  committee  of  the  jacobin  club,  but  copies 
were  fent  to  every  collection  of  mob  in  Paris,  and 

*  See  hiftories  and  debates. 

the 
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the  next  day  was  appointed  to  receive  fignatures  on  CH.  III. 
the  altar  of  the  country  in  the  Champ  de  AJars  *.  1701 

The  municipality,  apprifed  of  this  inten- 
tion.>  iflued  a  proclamation,  forbidding  all 
afleinblies  in  groups,  and  ordered  their  commiflioners 
and  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  national  guard  to 
employ  all  the  means  with  which  the  law  inverted 
them  for  the  maintenance  of  tranquillity.  The  mob 
were,  however,  not  to  be  fo  deterred ;  they  aflem- 
bled,  and  commenced  the  day  by  hanging,  for  fome 
imputed  crime,  a  hair-drefler,  and  an  invalid  foldier. 
Three  members  of  the  municipality^  who  attended, 
were  pelted  with  {tones  ;  and  La  Fayette's  life  was 
endangered  by  a  piftol  which  was  difcharged  at  him 
from  a  fmall  diftance,  The  aflaflin  was  fecured,  but 
the  general,  with  ill-timed  generofity,  fuffered  him  to 
depart,  though  he  confined  feveral  who  had  been 
throwing  ftones^ 

The  violence  of  the  mob  ftill  increafmg,  the  muni- 
cipality ordered  martial  law  to  be  proclaimed ;  the 
red  flag  was  accordingly  exhibited  from  the  windows 
of  the  town  hall,  and  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening 
a  detachment  of  the  national  guard  marched  to  the 
fcene  of  riot.  A  violent  outcry  was  immediately 
raifed  of  Dowk  with  the  red  flag ! — Down  with  the 
bayonets  !  ftones,  and  even  fome  difcharges  of  mufc 

*  See  Appeal  to  Impartial  I^ofterity,  by  madame  Roland,  vol.  It 
p.  60 — and  Conjuration  d'Orleans,  vol.  III.  p.  143. 

VOL.  i.  rf  kets, 
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CH.  III.  kets,  followed ;  whe"n  the  military  were  ordered  to  fire 
17^1.  over  ^ne  heads  of  the  people.  This  harmlefs  explo- 
fion  only  augmented  their  audacity ;  and  after  fuf- 
taining  repeated  infults  and  violences,  the  national 
guard  fired  with  ball,  killed  and  wounded  a  confider- 
able  number,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight  *. 

.The  arTembly  heard  this  exploit  reported 
with  infinite  delight,  approving  the  conduct 
of  the  municipality,  by  whofe  orders  the  red  flag 
continued  to  be  difplayed  till  the  yth  of  Auguft.  The 
conflitutional  party  purfued  their  victory  by  obtain- 
ing a  decree  againft  all  who  mould  by  placards,  ad- 
vertifements,  pamphlets,  or  fpeeches,  excite  infur- 
re&ion,  murder,  pillage,  or  difobedience  to  the  law, 
and  enacting  that  all  accomplices  mould  be  punilhed 
as  principals.  This  decree,  which  was  a  fevere  libel 
on  all  the  previous  proceedings  of  the  aifembly,  patted 
with  little  oppofition  :  it  had  the  effect  of  terrifying, 
even  to  a  degree  of  ridiculous  panic,  fome  of  the 
moft  forward  republicans ;  but  as  it  was  followed  by 
no  effectual  exertion,  except  the  feizure  of  a  few 
printing-preiTes,  and  an  order  to  arrefl  fome  feditious 
journalifts,  which  was  never  executed,  the  clubs 
foon  refumed  their  meetings,  the  journalifts  their 
audacity,  and  the  intriguers  their  correfpondence  j 
and  long  before  the  red  flag  was  removed  from  the 
town-houfe,  the  maflacre  of  the  Champ  de  Mars 
was  pointed  out  to  execration  and  vengeance, 

*  S<;e  hiftories. 

When 
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When  the  affembly  thus  formally  renounced  the  CH- 
facred  duty  of  infurrection,  they  refigned  their  char- 
ter  of  popularity  ;  they  proceeded  in  the  completion 
of  the  constitution,  befet  with  general  contempt,  and 
their  dhTolution  earneftly  defired  by  all  parties  ;  by 
the  royalifts,  becaufe  it  would  be  the  period  of  the 
king's  releafe  from  confinement  and  political  annihi- 
lation, and  by  the  factious,  becaufe  it  would  occafion 
changes  favourable  to  their  projects  and  intrigues. 
The  revifion  of  the  constitution  produced  long  de- 
bates, in  which  none  but  the  fpeakers  interefled 
themfelves ;  the  prevailing  party  had  not  fufficient 
virtue  or  magnanimity  to  reftore  to  the  king  the  por- 
tion of  authority  neceflary  for  preferving  the  mo- 
narchy ;  nor  would  the  aflembly  take  any  effectual 
meafures  for  profecuting  thofe  who  were  repeatedly 
denounced  for  acts  of  violence,  and  exhortations  to  in- 
furrection  in  the  departments. 

The  mode  in  which  the  conftitution  was  to  be  pre- 
fented  for  the  king's  acceptance,  occafioned  the  moft 
ftrenuous  debates,  and  produced  fome  fmart  contefls 
between  avowed  royalifm,  and  republicanifm  flightly 
concealed.  When  the  zrifembly  had  completed  its 
readings  and  revifions,  the  new  code  was  prefented  to 
the  king  for  his  pure  and  fimple  acceptance  or  rejec- 
tion. A  deputation  of  fixty  members  waited  on  him 
for  this  purpofe,  and  all  comment  or  explanation  be- 
ing forbidden,  he  firft  accepted  the  conftitution  in 

H  2  writing, 
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CH.  III.    13than(j    Writing,  and  then  bound  himfelf  to  maintain 
1791.    l5thSep.   it  by  an  oath. 

On  the  merits  and  defe&s  of  this  conftitution  it  is 
now  unneceflary  to  comment :  the  rafh  enthufiafm 
of  premature  praife  once  extolled  it  to  an  extravagant 
height ;  but  more  judicious  obfervers  were  not  want- 
ing, even  then,  to  decry  the  folly  of  a  fyftem  neither 
monarchical  nor  republican  ;  and  in  which,  for  want 
of  a  blending  medium,  a  permanent  ariflocracy,  the 
two  extremes  could  never  meet.  No  authority  was 
fufficiently  eftablifhed  in  force,  nor  were  means  left 
for  its  maintenance  by  popular  refpeft.  The  people, 
in  the  wideft  fenfe  of  the  word,  were  left  to  govern 
themfelves;  and  all  who  obtained,  even  by  their  mo- 
mentary favour,  the  exercife  of  temporary  authority, 
were  expofed  with  out  protection  to  the  brutalities  which 
caprice  or  momentary  fury  might  excite  againft  them. 
The  following  defcription  of  this  deformed  fiift-born 
of  modern  philofophy,  is  at  once  accurate,  juft,  and 
fpirited  *  :  "  Never  did  the  union  of  folly  and  mad- 
nefs  beget  a  more  monflrous  offspring.  This  pre- 
tended conftitution  prefented  to  the  eye  a  mifshapen 
machine,  whimfkally  eompofed  of  an  infinity  of 
wheels  without  any  mutual  relation  or  dependence. 
Experience  has  fhewn  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 

*  Eloge  Hiftorique  et  Fun6bre  de  Louis  XVI.  par  M.  Montjoye, 
p.  160. 

maa 
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man  to  put  its  grotefque  fprings  in  motion.  The  go-  CH.  III. 
vernment  framed  by  thefe  prefumpcuous  legiflators 
was  neither  monarchical,  ariftocratical,  nor  popular  : 
their  conftkutional  aft  might  at  beft  be  confidered  as 
the  bafis  of  an  anarchical  monarchy,  that  is,  a  real 
chimera,  for  death  and  life  cannot  fubfift  in  the  fame 
body.  Had  this  monfter  been  able  to  live,  thofe 
who  begot  it  took  great  precautions  that  it  might  be 
ftrangled  in  the  cradle.  They  had  taken  from  the 
kingdom  its  religion,  they  had  annihilated  the  public 
force,  diforganifed  the  military,  and  aimed  thofe 
who  ought  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate; 
and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the  deformity 
of  their  work,  they  had  carefully  deflroyed  every  bar- 
rier which  could  prevent  the  attacks  of  ufurpation  or 
defpotifm*." 

The 

*  The  following  opinion  of  the  late  earl  of  Mansfield,  lord  chief 
juftice  of  the  king's  bench,  is  replete  with  fagacity,  and  merits  par- 
ticular attention  ;  it  is  taken,  together  with  the  introductory  narra- 
tive, from  Halliday's  Life  of  Lord  Mansfield.  "  Dr.  Turton  at- 
tended lord  Mansfield  at  Caenwood,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 
The  phyfician  was  diverted  from  his  attention  to  his  patient's  health, 
by  lord  Mansfield's  turning  the  lubjeft,  and  humoroufly  faying, 
*  Inltead  of  dwelling  on  an  old  man's  pylle,  let  me  aflc  you,  doc-r 
tor,  what  you  think  of  this  wonderful  French  revolution  ?*  The 
modeft  anfwer  was,  '  It  is  more  material  to  know  what  your  lord- 
ihip  thinks  of  it.'  Lord  Mansfield,  without  the  lealt  interval  of 
fufpenfion,  began,  '  My  dear  Turton,  how  can  any  two  reafonable 
men  think  differently  on  the  fubjetl  ?  A  nation  which,  for  more 
than  t'welve  centuries,  has  made  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  annals 

of 
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CH.  II r.  The  king  was  allowed,  when  the  affembly  had 
completed  the  conflkutional  aft,  to  enjoy  a  little 
more  liberty  than  before ;  which  was  perhaps  found 
neceffary,  to  obviate  the  charge  of  his  not  being  free 
when  he  accepted  it.  After  his  acceptance  was  an- 
nounced. La  Fayette  obtained  a  decree  that  all  per- 
fons  arrefted  in  confequence  of  the  efcape  on  the 
2 1. ft  of  June  mould  be  fet  at  liberty;  all  legal  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  events  of  the  revolution  fu- 
perfeded  ;  and  the  ufe  of  paffports  and  temporary  re- 
ftraints  difcontinued.  Yet  when  the  king  attended 
in  the  hall  to  take  the  oath,  his  coming  was  preceded 
by  a  debate,  in  confequence  of ,  which  the  order  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl  was  abolilhed  :  the  members,  inilead 
of  paying  the  accuflomed  compliment  of  {landing 

while 

of  Europe ;  a  nation,  where  the  polite  arts  firft  flourifhed  in  the 
northern  hemifphere,  and  found  an  arylum  againft  the  barbarous 
incurfions  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals  ;  a  nation,  whole  philofophers 
and  men  of  fcience  cherifhed  and  improved  civilifation,  and  grafted 
on  the  feudal  fyftem,  the  left  of  all  fyjlcms,  their  laws  refpecling 
the  defcents  and  various  modifications  of  territorial  property  :  to 
think  that  a  nation  like  this  ihould  not,  in  the  courfe  of  fo  many 
centuries,  have  learnt  fomething  worth  preferving>  mould  not  have 
hit  upon  fome  little  code  of  laws,  or  a  few  principles  fr.fficient  to 
form  one  !  Idiots  !  who  inftead  of  retaining  what  was  valuable, 
found,  and  energetic,  in'  their  conftitution,  have  at  once  funk  into 
barbarity,  loft  fight  of  firft  principles,  and  brought  forward  a  far- 
rago of  laws  fit  for  Botany  Bay  !  It  is  enough  to  fill  the  mind  with 
aftonifhment  and  abhorrence  !  A  cpnftitution  like  this  may  lurvive 
that  of  an  old  man,  but  nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  can  protect  and 
tJfaofnut.it  to  pofterity.' " 
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while  he  fpoke,  fat  down;  and  his  chair  was  reduced,  OH.  III. 
by  a  rule,  to  the  fize  of  the  prefrden/s,  who  fat  on  a 
level  with  him,  and  on  his  right  hand,     The  confti- 
tutional  act  was  proclaimed  with  iludied  fo-    18tj)< 
lemnity,    but   li  tie  real  joy  was  exhibited  ; 
and   on   the  enfuing    Sunday,    a  "grand   Te 
Deum  was  performed  in  die  church  of  Notre  Dame. 

During  is  fhort  remaining  existence,  the  legiflar 
ture  was  employed  in  the  hafty  formation  of  de* 
crees  according  to  the  exigency  of  circumilances ; 
one  of  the  moft  remarkable  and  lead  rega  ded  was 
that  which  deprived  the  clubs  of  their  political  exift- 
ence,  and  forbad  their  interference  with  the  acts  of 
the  comtituted  authorities,  or  affuming  a  collective 
name  either  in  the  formation  of  petitions  or  deputa- 
tions, or  in  attending  public  ceremonies.  On 
the  laft  day  of  filling,  Bailly  and  Paftoret 
attended  wi  Ji  deputations  of  the  department  and  mu- 
nicipality of  Paris,  extolling  the  conduct  of  the  legifla- 
tors,  and  predicting  everlafting  (lability  to  the  confti- 
tution.  At  three  o'clock  the  king  made  them  a 
final  harangue,  to  which  the  prefident  returned  a 
complimentary  anfwer,  and  after  his  majefty's  de^ 
parture  proclaimed  the  diilbiution  of  the  aflembly. 

At  leaving  the  hall  forne  deputies  were  applauded, 
and  fome  infulted  by  the  mob  :  Petion  and  Robef- 
pierre  gained  the  warmefl  acclamations  ;  civic  crowns 
were  placed  on  their  brows,  and  the  people  would 
have  drawn  them  in  their  carriages,  but  they  declined 

this 
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CH.  III.  this  mark  of  attachment.  tf  Thus  terminated,"  fays? 
M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville  *,  "  this  guilty  affembly, 
whofe  vanity,  ambition,  cupidity,  ingratitude,  ig- 
norance, and  audacity,  have  overturned  the  mod  an- 
cient and  nobleft  monarchy  of  Europe  ;  and  rendered 
France  the  theatre  of  every  crime,  of  every  calamity, 
and  of  the  moft  horrid  cataflrophes.''  The  general 
refult  of  their  labours  is  given  by  a  writer  of  talents 
widely  different  from  the  author  laft  quoted  f.  "  The 
duration  of  the  conftituent  afifembly  was  two  years 
and  four  months,  in  which  period  3540  perfons  were 
put  to  death,  123  chateaux  burnt,  56  fuppofed 
confpiracies  detected,  7 1  infurreclions  broke  out,  and 
2557  laws  were  enacted.'* 


*  Annals,  vol.  IV.  p.  370. 

f  Prud'  horn  me  Hiftoire  Generate  et  Impartiale  des  Erreurs,  des 
Failles,  et  des  Crimes,  comaiis  pendant  la  Revolution  Fran^oife,  torn, 
i.  Tableau  General. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Examination  of  the  Views  and  Conduct  of  Foreign 
Powers  towards  France — M .  cle  Montmorin's  Plan 
of  pretended  Hoftility — Project  at  Mantua — Rt~ 
jefled  by  Louis  XVI.  and  the  Queen — Imaginary  Plots 
fabricated  by  their  Enemies  —  Suppofed  Treaty  of  Pa- 
•via — Conference  at  Pilnitz — Its  Effects — Meeting  of 
the  new  National  Affembly — Fir/I  Proceedings — Ge- 
neral Character— The  King  opens  the  SeJ/ion — Pro- 
jects of  the  Popular  Party — Change  of  Miniftry — 
The  Kings  Efforts  to  recal  the  Emigrants — Decree  of 
fie  Affembly  againft  them — Sanction  refufed — Decrees 
again/I  the  Nonjuring  Clergy — Sanction  alfo  refufed—* 
]\IaJ/acre  at  Avignon  —  Infurrections  and  J\lrffacresat 
St.  Domingo—  Relief  afforded  by  Lord  Ejfingham — 
Ingratitude  of  the  AJJembly — Exertions  to  occajlon  a 
War — Complaints  againft  the  Electors  of  Mentz  and 
Trews — Meffage  to  the  King — Addrefs  of  Anachar/is 
Clootz — The  Kings  Speech  to  the  AJfcmbly— Addrefs 
of  Thanh — Encouragement  given  by  the  French  Legif- 
lature  to  the  Emigrants  and  difaffectcd  Perfons  of  other 
Nations — The  French  Emigrants  dlfmijjed  from 
Trews  and  Worms — Conduct  of  Sweden,  Rujfia  and 
Spain — Letter  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany — Briffbfs 
Speech — Condorcefs  Manifejlo—  Petion  e!ec~kd  Mayor 

of 


6  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

of  Pans — Eftjtblijhment  and  Suppreffion  of  the  Club  of 
Feuillans — General  Contempt  of  the  Legiflators. 

CM.  IV.  AMONG  the  fubje&s  of  anxiety  bequeathed  by  the 
1791.  conftituent  aflembly  to  their  fucceflbrs,  was  the  report 
of  an  intended  invafion  by  feveral  great  continental 
powers,  united  to  fupport  the  claims  of  the  emigrant 
nobles  and  prelates,  and  intending  to  difmember  the 
French  territory. 

The  injury  and  injuftice  done  to  the  foreign  feudal 
proprietors  in  Lorraine  and  Alface,  by  the  decrees  of 
the  aflembly,  ccfuld  neither  be  palliated  nor  denied ; 
the  tyranny  which  had  driven  the  nobles  and  princes 
to  emigration,  was  apparent  to  all  the  world j  and 
thofe  who  treated  their  juft  indignation,  and  well- 
founded  claims,  with  the  derifion  of  triumphant  op- 
preflion,  could  advance  againft  them  nothing  founded 
on  reafon,  or  truth,  and  were  therefore  more  anxious 
to  render  their  caufe  unpopular,  by  the  imputation  of 
unreal  crimes,  and  allegations  of  unfounded  inten- 
tions, than  to  prove  their  own  conduct  juft,  by  re- 
ference to  general  or  local  law. 

It  could  not  be  expedled,  that  the  other  branches 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  would,  without  indigna- 
tion, behold  the  chief  of  their  line  detained  in  unme- 
rited captivity  by  his  own  fubje&s,  and  the  princes  of 
the  blood  feeking  fhelter  and  foliciting  precarious 
protection  in  foreign  courts ;  or  that  the  emperor, 
\vho  was  proud  to  derive  his  origin  from  the  Csefars, 

could, 
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could,  without  impatience,  hear  of  the  intolerable  in-  CH.  IV. 
dignities  offered  by  the  lowed  of  mankind  to  his  own 
filter.  V  et  any  interference  by  thefe  fovereigns  was 
a  matter  of  the  nicefl  delicacy  ;  the  aflembly  always 
artfully  invited  the  princes  back  to  the  pofleffion  of 
their  eftates,  and  made  the  king  difavow  all  their 
complaints  and  proceedings,  while  it  was  obvious  to 
all,  except  thofe  who  deceived  themfelves  in  order 
the  more  eafily  to  deceive  others,  that  the  attempt  to 
relume  their  rights  would  coil  the  princes  their  lives ; 
and  that  the  king  figned  upon  compulfion,  or  in  con- 
fequence  of  treacherous  advice,  letters  and  proclama- 
tions, unfounded  in  truth,  and  repugnant  to  his  prin- 
ciples and  knowledge. 

Mention  has  been  made  in  the  preceding  chapter  of 
the  plan  approved  by  Louis  on  the  fuggeftion  of 
M.  de  Montmorin,  for  combining  the  various  princes, 
whom  blood  or  intereft  called  Into  fuch  an  alliance, 
in  a  mock  attack  on  France,  not  for  the  purpofe  of 
influencing  the  people,  or  legiflature,  to  adopt  through 
terror  any  particular  mode  of  conduct,  but  of  gaining 
for  the  king  the  command  of  an  army  which,  might 
contribute  to  the  reftoration  of  his  authority,  and 
rendering  him  more  beloved  by  his  fubjecls  as  the 
reftorer  of  peace.  The  plan  appears  impolkic  and  tri- 
fling, and  a  fagacious  politician  could  hardly  expeft  that 
fo  many  powers  would  incur  the  expence  and  trouble  . 
of  marching  armies  towards  a  foreign  frontier,  without 
peeking  an  indemnity,  or  raifmg  fome  topic  of  difpute 

among 
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CH.  IV.  among  themfelves,  in  which  the  monarch,  for  \vhofe 
benefit  they  were  oilenfibly  armed,  muft  in  fome  way 
become  a  party,  and  to  which  a  portion  of  his 
dominions  might  become  an  unexpected  facrifice. 
Thefe  confequences  were  not,  however,  in  com  tempta- 
tion when  the  plan  was  formed.  Some  of  the  poten- 
tates whofe  affiilance  was  relied  on,  had  agreed  to  the 
propofal;  but  no  view  of  perfonal  aggrandiiement  had 
yet  entered  their  minds,  as  they  defifted  from  arming 
after  the  events  of  the  i8th  of  April,  and  would  not 
approach  the  frontier  when  the  king  declared  himfelf 
the  patron  of  the  conftitution,  though  circumftances 
flill  more  inviting  prefented  themfelves,  and  motives 
of  aggreffion  were  abundant. 

The  emperor  did  not,  however,  abandon  the  caufe 
of  his  auguft  relatives :  count  Alphonfe  Durfort,  a 
confidential  perfon  employed  after  the  1 8th  of  April, 
to  make  the  count  d'Artois  acquainted  with  the 
fituation  of  the  king  and  queen,  was  intrufted  at 
Florence  with  a  new  plan  propofed  by  the  emperor, 
and  finally  arranged  on  the  2oth  of  May,  between 
him,  the  count  d'Artois,  M.  de  Calonne,  and  M, 
d'Efcars,  at  Mantua.  It  was  in  fubflance,  that  the 
emperor,  the  Swifs  circles,  and  the  kings  of  Spain  and 
Sardinia,  mould  raife  a  force  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
men,  to  march  in  five  columns,  in  due  proportions, 
towards  the  contiguous  frontiers,  where  they  were  to 
be  joined  by  the  loyal  regiments  and  the  royalifls, 
Pruffia  was  not  to  interfere,  and  the  neutrality  of 

England 
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England  was  ftated  as  a  momentous  acquifition.  The  Ca.  IV. 
fovereigns  were  to  iffue,  at  a  fixed  period,  a  joint 
proclamation,  founded  on  a  declaration  in  which  all 
the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  were  previoufly 
to  concur,  and,  left  the  queen  mould  fuffer  from  the  fury 
of  the  French  populace,  they  were  to  take  the  lead, 
though  the  emperor  was  avowedly  the  foul  of  the  com- 
pact. The  parliaments  of  France  were  to  be  reftored,  as 
necefiary  to  the  re-eflablifhment  of  forms  ;  the  king 
and  queen  were  recommended  to  increafe  their 
popularity,  in  hopes  that  the  people,  alarmed  at  the 
approach  of  foreign  armies,  would  feek  fafety  only  in 
the  king's  mediation,  and  in  fubmimon  to  his  au- 
thority. They  were  particularly  enjoined  not  to  quit 
Paris;  and  July  or  Auguft  was  indicated  as  the  period 
when  preparations  would  be  completed. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  difcufs  the  faults  or  merits  of 
this  project  for  terrifying  the  whole  French  nation  by 
a  force  of  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  fcattered  on  five 
points  of  their  frontier,  fince  it  was  rejected  both  by 
Louis  and  the  queen  :  he  objected  to  the  aflembling 
of  the  parliaments  in  any  but  a  judicial  capacity ;  both 
concurred  in  the  neceflity  of  quitting  Paris,  and 
refufed  to  recal  the  orders  given  to  M.  de  Bouille : 
confequently  the  emperor's  plan  was  not  put  in  force  j 
nor  were  the  particulars  divulged  till  more  than  two 
years  after  the  death  of  the  king  *. 

*  In  Moore's  View,  &c.  publifhed  in  i  795,  vol.  II.  p.  308,  et  leq. 
and  BertramTs  Annals,  pubiifhed  in  1800,  vol.  IV.  p.  $8,  et  feq- 
See  alfohis  Correfpondence  with  Mr.  Fox,  Annals,  vol.  IX.  p.  56. 

Though 
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CH.  IV.  Though  the  enemies  of  the  king  and  queen  hacl 
1791.  never  been  able  to  acquire  intelligence  reflecting  thefe 
unexecuted  projects,  they  imputed  to  the  fovereigns 
of  the  houfes  of  Bourbon  and  Auftria,  and  to  the 
emigrants,  numerous  other  defigns.  They  accufed 
the  king  of  authorifing  the  count  d'Artois  to  levy 
troops  in  his  name  ;  a  charge  which  he  was  obliged 
pofitively  and  explicitly  to  deny  :  and  they  rendered 
their  motions  againft  the  emigrants  more  popular, 
by  continually  reporting  to  the  affembly  new  narratives 
of  the  formidable  force  they  were  raifing  on  the 
Frontier.  Yet  all  their  fears  were  unfounded  in  reafon, 
and  capable  of  refutation  from  the  mere  view  of 
political  affairs  in  general.  "  I  faw  nothing,"  fays 
M.  de  Bouille,  after  mentioning  the  great  emigrations 
which  followed  the  king's  arreft  at  Varennes,  "  I  faw 
nothing  which  denoted  any  preparations  againft 
France,  by  foreign  powers :  the  emperor  had  not  yet 
concluded  a  peace  with  the  Tu/ks  ;  hoftilities,  it  is 
true,  had  ceafed,  but  it  was  impoffible  to  forefee  that 
union  which  afterwards  took  place  between  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  for  the  purpofe  of  terminating 
the  difafters  by  which  France  was  diffracted*." 

Such  futile  intimations  of  general  dangers  could 
not  produce  much  permanent  effect ;  a  bolder  fcheme 
•was  therefore  tried,  by  publifhing  as  authentic  the 
fubftance  of  a  pretended  treaty  made  at  Pavia,  in 

*  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  385. 

July, 
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July,  1791,  between  Auftria,  Ruffia,  Pruflla,  and  Cn.  IV. 
Spain,  for  difmembering  France,  and  dividing  amongft 
the  contracting  powers  a  large  portion  of  her  terri- 
tories*. Although  every  circumflance  refpe&ing  the 
relative  fituations  of  the  parties  to  this  pretended 
compact,  the  terms  of  their  agreement,  and  even  the 
clumfy  ignorance  with  which  the  names  of  monarchs 
and  minifters  are  affixed  to  the  fame  paper,  gave 
internal  evidence  of  its  fabrication,  and  although  it 
was  well  known  that  at  the  time  of  its  fuppofed  execu- 
tion not  one  of  the  fuppofed  fubfcribers  was  at  Pavia, 
yet  the  ftu:.id  forgery  was  a  topic  of  declamation  in 
France,  and  ferved  as  a  theme  to  the  advocates  of  the 
French  caufe  in  other  countries  t- 

The  temporary  credit  affigned  to  this  "  weak  in- 
vention," was  reinforced  by  an  incident  involved  in 
obfcurity,  and  partially  avowed.  A  conference  was 
held  between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  at 
which  fome  confpicuous  emigrants  were  prefent,  and 
in  which  the  affairs  of  France  were  in  fome  manner 
difcufled  ;  and  on  that  bafis,  without  a  madow  of 
proof,  the  jacobins  boldly  afierted  that  a  treaty  of 
difmemberment  was  then  agreed  on,  to  which  many 
other  courts  '  afterwards  became  parties.  The  facts 

*  See  this  pretended  treaty  in  Debrett'u  Colle&ion  of  Papers, 
vol.  I.  p.  i. 

f  It  is  figned  LEOPOLD — PRIXCE  NASSAU — COUNT  FLORIDA 
BLANCA — BiscnoFFbWERDER.  For  an  examination  of  it,  equally- 
judicious  and  ingenious,  fee  Anti-jacobin,  No.  XIV. 

relative 
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relative  to  this  celebrated  interview   are  thus  .detailed! 
by  the  mofl  credible  authors. 

The  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  having  in  view 
fome  arrangements  of"  a  nature  too  delicate  for  the 
common  diplomatic  forms  of  negociation,  met  at  the 
caftle  of  Pilnitz,  in  Upper  Saxony,  to  difcufs  them  in 
perfon.  At  this  place  the  brothers  of  Louis  XVI. 
obtained  permifiion  to  attend ;  and  the  imperial  and 
Pruffian  fovereigns,  at  their  requeft,  took  into  con- 
fideration  their  reprefentations  on  the  (late  of  France,- 
and  its  probable  effects  on  the  other  nations  of  Europe; 
The  king  of  Pruflia  had  previoufly  received  from  M. 
de  Bouille  a  plan  for  the  difpofition  and  operations 
of  foreign  armies  on  different  parts  of  the  French 
frontier ;  it  was  approved  by  a  council,  at  which  the 
marmals  de  Broglio  and  Caftries  aflifled,  and  Frederick- 
William  appeared  fo  anxious  to  put  it  in  execution^ 
that  M.  de  Eouille,  not  doubting  a  fpeedy  declaration 
of  war,  wrote  his  fentiments  to  the  king  of  Sweden, 
in  whofe  fervice  he  was  then  engaged,  and  joined  the 
ofher  parties  at  Pilnitz. 

The  meeting  took  place  on  the  25th  of  Auguft, 
when  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  fpeedily 
arranged  the  compact  which  had  occafioned  the  inter- 
view, but  they  differed  entirely  on  the  meafures  to  be 
purfued  refpecting  France.  Frederick- William  was 
eager  for  hoflilities,  but  Leopold,  confidering  the 
danger  of  his  fitter  and  her  family,  and  influenced 
perhaps  by  other  political  confiderations,  was  anxious. 

to 
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to  try  all  pacific  meafures ;  both,  however,  concur-  CH.  IV. 
red  in  viewing  with  jealoufy  the  perfon  and  pre-  17^1. 
parations  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  was  employed 
in  raifing  a  force  to  fuccour  the  French  king.  With 
fuch  diveifities  of  views  no  extenfive  operation  could 
be  agreed  upon ;  but  the  Baron  de  Spielmann,  the 
emperor's  minifler,  M.  de  Bifchofswerder  for  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  M.  de  Calonne  on  behalf  of  the 
French  princes,  drew  up  a  declaration,  which  was 
fettled  after  long  debates ;  and  the  princes  obtained 
nothing  more  from  the  confe  ence  than  this  paper,  and 
afeciet  convention  that  the  empeior  and  king  of 
Pruffia  fhould  each  fuinifh  twelve  thbufand  men  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  Rhine,  to  fuppoit  the  army  of  the 
emigrants,  10  demonft:ate  unequivocally  their  protec- 
tion of  the  trench  ptinces,  and  to  uige  the  concur- 
rence of  other  powers* 

In  this  paper,  fighed  by  tHemfelves,  and  delivered 
to  the  conlte  d'Artois,  Leopold  and  Frederick- 
William  declared  their  opinion  that  the  flotation  of 
the  king  of  France  was  an  object  of  common  interefl 
to  all  the  fovefeigns  of  Europe.  They  hoped  that 
interefl  would  be  recognifed  by  other  poWeiSj  who 
would  not  refufe  to  employ,  in  conjunction  wi.h  them, 
the  moft  efficacious  means,  according  to  their  abilities, 
in  enabling  Louis  to  eftablifli  at  perfect  liberty  the- 
foundations  of  a  monarchical  government,  equally 
agreeable  to  the  rights  of  fovereigns,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  French  j  then  and  in  that  cafe,  their  majefties 

'VOL.  i.  i  were 
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determined   to  aft  promptly  with    the 
1791.    neceflary  to  the  end  propofed,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
order  their  troops  to  be  in  readinefs. 

The  conditional  terms  then  and  in  that  cafe.,  prove 
that  this  declaration  was  dependent  for  its  effect  on  the 
concuirence  of  other  powers:  it  was  dated  the  ij\h 
of  Auguft,  and  had  a  copy  reached  Louis  XVI.  in 
time  to  prevent  his  pure  and  unconditional  acceptance 
of  the  conftitution,  it  might  have  produced  beneficial 
.refults.  The  vigilance  of  La  Fayette,  .however, 
impeded  all  accefs  to  the  king  ;  and  the  princes,  baffled 
:in  all  their  endeavours,  published  the  declaration  in 
the  gazettes.  This  ftep  was  in  every  refpect  un- 
•  fortunate  ;  the  king  had  already  accepted  the  conftitu- 
tion, and  confequently  the  declaration  could  not 
influence  his  conduct,  or  that  of  the  legiflature.  His 
acceptance  being  pure,  unconditional,  and  apparently 
free,  , deprived  the  foreign  powers  of  a  pretence  for 
interfering;  and  the  emperor  and  king  of  Pruffia  no 
longer  confidered  themfelves  engaged  in  the  caufe  of 
Louis.  Thus  the  paper  had  no  other  effect  than 
exciting  alarm  among  the  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  flattering  the  emigrants  with  hopes  which 
could  not  be  realifed,  and  incenfing  to  additional 
acrimony  their  perfecutoi  s  in  France.  It  gave  to  the 
democratic  party  an  opportunity  of  calumniating  the 
perfons,  caufe,  and  conduct,  of  crowned  heads  ;  and 
reprefenting  themfelves  as  the  defenders  of  a  country 
devoted  to  plunder  and  partition  for  having  dared  to 

legiilate 
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legiflate  for  itfelf.    Thefe  fentiments  were  rendered  the  CH-  IV- 
more  current,  and  gained  the  more  general  aflent,  by    1791. 
the   impudent   contrivance  of  blending  the  avowed 
declaration  •  of  Pilnitz  with  the  imaginary  treaty  of 
Pavia ;  and  by  confidently  afferting  that  the  king  was 
perfectly  free  when  he  accepted  the  conftitution,  and 
the  nation  extremely  generous,  when  they'  permitted 
him,  on  any  terms,  to  retain  his  crown  *. 

Had  every  motive  of  inquietude  or  fufpicion 
been  wanting,  the  members  of  the  new  na- 
tional affembly  were  fraught  with  difpofitions  to 
render  the  fituation  of  the  executive  power  arduous 
and  vexatious.  The  learning,  talents,  judgment,  and 
genius,  which  were  found  in  many  members  of  the 
former  legiflature,  were  fcattered,  in  very  fmall 
portions  among  thofe  who  compofed  the  new,  or,  as 
it  is  commonly  denominated,  legiflative  afiembly ;  while 
the  principles  of  atheifm,  republicanifm,  and  plunder, 
which  the  mofl  violent  of  the  other  body  fparingly 
avowed;,  were  daily  themes  among  the  moft  popular 
and  beft  informed  of  this.  The  attacks  on  the  throne, 

*  For  the  declaration  figned  at  Pilnitz,  fee  Debrett's  State  Paper, 
vol.  I.  p.  2,  and  all  the  periodical  works  relating  to  the  period.  It 
is'alfo  to  be  found  with  the  narratives  concerning  it  in  Bouille's 
Memoirs,  p.  420,  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  IV.  p.  339.  et  feq. 
Herbert  Marfh's  Hiftory  of  the  Politics  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
vol.  I.  p.  33.  See  alfo  Hiftoire  des  principaux  Evunemens  du  Regne 
de  Frederic- Guillau me  II.  Roi  de  PrufTe,  par  L.  P.  Segur  1'aine,  vol. 
II.  p.  189  ;  and  for  a  complete  inveftigation  of  the  whole  tranfatlion^ 
and  the  fiction  founded  on  it,  fee  the  AntUjacobin,  No.  XX. 
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the  ahar,  rank,  and  property,  which  the  conftituent 
affernbly  had  begun  to  cenfider  as  having  been  carried 
too.  far   for  public  fecurity,  the  legiflative  aflembly 
renewed  with  additional  violence^  increafmg  acrimony, 
and  a  petty  malignity  which  extended  even  to  the 
moft  unimportant  objects.     In  their  firft  fittings  they 
took  the  oaths  to  fupport  the.  conftitution,  and  to  live 
free  or  die,  three  times,  amid  the  ihouts  and  exultations 
of  the  galleries  j  they  then,  after  long  and  fcurrilous 
debates,  decided  that  it  was  degrading  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  a  free  nation  to  ufe  the  terms  Sire  and 
Tour  Majefty  in  addreffing  the  king  ;  that  when  he  ap- 
peared among  them,  they  mould  receive  him  ftanding 
and  uncovered,  but  mould  afterwards  fit  down  and 
put  on  their  hats ;  that  the  chair,  gilt  and  carved  with 
fleurs-de-lys,  which  the  former  aflembly  had  provided 
for  the  king,  was  fcandalous  for  its  luxury,  and  mould 
be  changed  for  a  plain  black  one,  fimilar  to,  and  on 
.  the  left  hand  of  the  prefident's ;  and  that  no  other  title 
mould   be  ufed  in  fpeaking  to    the  king,  but  that  of 
"  King  of  the  French." 

The  fentiment  of  decorum  and  refpect  was  not  yet 
fo  entirely  extinguifhed,  but  that  the  nation  faw,  with 
great  anger,  the  attempts  of  the  new  legiflature,  to 
degrade  the  chief  magiftrate  without  pretending  to 
allign  a  caufe,  or  propofe  a  benefit.  Thefe  feelings 
were  the  more  lively,  when  they  confidered  of  whom 
this  aflembly  was  compofed  :  the  majority  were  among 
the  very  loweft  clafles  of.  fociety,  except  that  of 

criminals* 
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criminals.    The  fweepings  of  monafteries,  the  fcum  of  CM.  IV. 
colleges,  therefufeof  printing-offices,  the  loweft  clafs    1791. 
of  literati,  with  bankrupt  tradefmen,    poor  farmers, 
and  even  dif carded  menials,  formed  the  mafs  of  thofe 
legiflators,  who  were  reinforced  by  Condorcet,  Briffot, 
and    other   leaders    of  the   republican   party    from 
Roland's,  and  encouraged  by  the  mod  violent  of  the 
jacobin  and  cordelier  orators  out  of  doors. 

Their  firfl  effort  of  infolence  was  repelled  by  a  de- 
claration from  the  king,  that  in  confequence  of  their 
fuppreffing  the  marks  of  refpeft  generally  paid  him, 
he  would  not  open  the  feffion  in  perfon.  The  affembly 
immediately  faw  their  error,  and  by  revoking  the  de- 
cree, induced  the  king  to  change  this  determination ; 
but  fpeedily  afterwards  fimilar  contefts  were  gene- 
rated ;  and  the  affembly  was  entertained  for  feveral 
days  with  vehement  difcuflions  on  the  indignity  offer- 
ed to  a  deputation  of  their  members,  by  opening 
only  one  folding-door  of  the  prefence -chamber  for 
their  admittance. 

When  the  king  firft  appeared,  he  was  warm-. 
ly  greeted  with  cries  of  Vive  le  rol !  and,  in  a 
more  emphadcal  manner,  Vive  fa  majefte  !  His  fpeech 
was  prudent  and  temperate,  recommending  the  grand 
objects  of  legiilauve  attention,  enforcing  the  neceffity 
of  harmony,  and  confidence  between  the  legislative 
body  and  himfelf.     The  prefident  returned  a  dutiful 
and  complimentary  anfwer,  promifing  to  unite  in  pu-. 

rifying 
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CH.  IV.  rifying  the  laws,  encouraging  public  credit,  and  com* 
1791.    pledng  the  fuppreffion  of  anarchy. 

Far  from  proceeding  in  a  manner  calculated  to  fuL 
fil  thefe  promifes,  every  meafureof  the  aflembly  tend-? 
ed  to  a  contrary  effect.  The  popular  party  had  feve- 
ral  great  objects  in  view,  towards  which  all  their  mo- 
tions and  manoeuvres  tended.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
more  correct  to  fay  they  had  one  great  object,  that 
of  gaining  to  themfelves  all  the  power,  wealth,  and 
patronage,  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  means  of  attaining 
which  were,  the  frequent  change  of  minifters,  which 
Jhould  deprive  the  throne  of  all  authority;  the  feizure 
of  emigrant  property,  and  oppreflion  of  the  non-f 
juring  clergy,  in  order  to  create  unpopular  opposition, 
on  the  part  of  the  king ;  and  a  war  fo  extenfive  and 
dangerous,  as  to  give  conftant  inquietude,  and  abforb 
a  confiderable  portion  of  the  public  attention.  Seve- 
ral fubordinate  meafures  were  combined  with  thefe 
greater  efforts  :  as  thpfe  for  confirming  and  extending 
the  authority  of  the  clubs ;  the  encouragement  of  pubr 
lications  violently  feditious  ;  and  the  acquifition  of 
fuch  polls  as  included  a  confiderable  influence  over 
the  populace,  for  their  own  adherents. 

Soon  after  the  fitting  of  the  legiflative  aflfembly,  M. 
Thevenard  refigned  the  office  of  miniflerof  the  marine, 
which  was  reluctantly  occupied  by  M.  Bertrand  de 
Moleville,  a  gentleman  of  great  intelligence  and  fpirit, 
who  had,  on  many  occafions,  evinced  his  entire 

devotion 
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devotion  to  the  perfon  and  caufe  of  his  fovereign*.  CH,  IV. 
The  afiembly  required,  from  all  the  minifters  1791.. 

conjointly,  an  account  of  the  external  and 
internal  flate  of  the  kingdom ;  their  impatience  to 
obtain  thefe  documents  gave  room  for  many  intem- 
perate fpeeches  and  denunciations  :  and  after  feveral 
quarrels  and  refufals  of  appointment,  which  are  not 
of  fufficient  importance  to  record,  an  entire 

i  rr    o       i     •  i  i  •  -R  ir       i        2d  NOV. 

change  was  etrected  in  the  cabinet.  M.  de 
Leffart  held  the  office  of  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  re- 
iigned  by  Montmorin  ;  M.  de  Narbonne  fucceeded  M. 
de  Portail  in  the  war  department ;  and  M  Cahier  de 
Gerville  took  the  poft  of  minifter  of  the  interior,  va- 
cated by  de  Leflart.  Thefe  changes,  though  not 
entirely  conformable  to  the  wifhes  of  the  jacobin 
party,  afforded  them  confiderable  fatisfad'ion,  as  they 
proved  their  power  over  the  throne  ;  and  the  difficul- 
ties exprefled  by  feveral  perfons  to  whom  places  were 
offered,  mewed  that  the  demagogues  were  formidable, 
even  to  the  cabinet. 

When  the  king  had  accepted  the  conftitution,  the 
principal  'powers  of  Europe  abandoned  every  inten- 

*  See  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  I.  p.  5»  and  his  Private  Memoirs  of 
the  laft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Louis  XVI.  vol.  I.  p.  212.  M.  deThe-' 
venard  had  before  his  retreat  abridged  the  patronage  of  his  office,  by 
making  a  general  promotion  j  and  fecured  himfelf  fome  friends  by 
advancing  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  poll  of  admiral  ;  an  appoint- 
ment he  had  long  and  ardently  defired.  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  I. 
p.  228. 

'tion 
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CH.  IV.  tion  of  arming  againft  France ;  and  in  their  private 
1791.  correfpondence  with  M.  de  Mont. norm,  explicitly  and 
repeatedly  avowed  their  determination "  j  the  emi- 
grants, therefore,  confultcd  neither  the  dignity  of 
their  own  ch  aaclers,  nor  the  fafety  of  the  monarch 
to  whom  they  were  attached,  in  continuing  abfent 
from  their  country.  The  decree  of  amnefty,  with  re- 
fpect  to  revolutionary  crimes,  afforded  them  means  of 
returning  to  the  kingdom,  where  their  prefence  and 
courage  would  have  given  ftrength,  confiflency,  and 
even  popularity,  to  the  -xoyalifl  party ;  but,  unhappily, 
they  could  not  renounce  the  hope  they  had  been  once 
permitted  to  entertain,  of  receiving  foreign  afiiftance. 
Emigration  increafed  at  the  very  moment  when  every 
exertion  •was  neceffary  to  fupport  the  throne  :  the 
priefts  were  juftified  in  efcaping  from  a  perfecution 
which  they  could  not  refifi  :  but,  befides  great  num- 
bers belonging  to  other  clafles,  the  greater  part  of  the 
naval  and  military  officers  emigrated ;  expecting,  per- 
haps, that  the  army  and  navy  would  petkion  for  their 
return. 

The  king,  as  well  as  his  minifters,  faw  the  impro- 

priety  of  this  conduct,  and  the  futility  of  the 

hopes,  on  which  it  was  founded :  he  iffued  a 

proclamation,  tending  to  reprefs  emigration,  and  re- 

cal  thofe  who  had  quitted  the  kingdom,  and  reinforced 

*  See  the  emperor's  circular  difpatch  j  and  note,  Debrett's  State 
Papers,  vol.  I.  p.  150,  152. 

it 
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it  by  letters  feparately  addrefied  to  the  princes,  and  Cn.  IV. 
officers  in  the  fea  and  land  fervice.     The  princes,    n$i9 
however,  being  perfuaded  that  the  king  was  noUit 
liberty  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  and 
inferring  from  the  Iryle  of  the  letters,  ihat  even  if  he 
concurred  in  wridng  them,  he  was  mifguided  and  ill 
advifed,   declared  their  refolution  to  continue 
in  their  prefent  fituation,  till  they  mould  have 
procured  for  the  catholic  religion  due  refpeft  j  and  for 
the  king  liberty  and  legiflative  authority. 

The  aflembly  began  their  attack  on  the 
emigrants  before  the  receipt  of  this  refufal. 
Having  prepared  the  public  by  their  journals,  and 
filled  the  galleries  with  their  creatures,  Briflbt,  the 
chief  projector  and  orator  of  the  popular  party,  opened 
a  debate,  which,  after  many  modifications, 
and  feveral  adjournments,  produced  a  decree 
fummoning  Monfieur  to  return  to  France  within  two 
months,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  his  right  to  the  regency. 
This  edift  obtaining  fome  applaufe,  the  new 
legiflature,  difdaining  the  fcruples  which  had  * 
influenced  the  committee  of  the  conftituent  affembly 
to  declare  all  laws  againft  emigration  incompatible 
with  the  general  rights  of  man,  decreed,  that  all  the 
French  aflembled  beyond  the  frontiers  of  die  kingdom 
were  fufpefted  of  a  confpii  acy,  and  if  they  continued  , 

fo  aflembled  on  the  ift  day  of  January,  they  were  to 
be  declared  guilty;  and  all  civil  and  military  officers 
then  abfent  were  included.  A  fupreme  national  court 

was 
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CH.  IV.  was  to  be  convoked  in  January,  if  necefiary ;  and  the 
J791.  incomes  of  confpirators  to  be  received  for  the  ufe  of 
the  nation,  faving  the  rights  of  wives,  children,  and 
creditors.  All  revenues  of  the  French  princes  were 
to  be  fequeflered ;  and  no  maintenance  or  penfion 
paid  to  them  directly  or  indirectly.  Public  officers 
abfent  from  the  kingdom  without  caufe,  were  de- 
clared to  have  forfeited  their  offices  and  emoluments, 
and  the  lights  of  active  citizens  for  ever.  Military 
officers,  in  the  like  predicament,  were  declared  guihy 
of  defertion,  and  to  be  punilhed  like  common  foldiers ; 
'  and  modes  of  profecution  to  be  inftituted  againft  them 
were  fpecified  and  directed.  Perfons  enlifting,  or  en- 
rolling recruits,  in  or  out  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  joining  the  emigrants,  were  to  be  punifhed 
with  death. 

This  dreadful,  fanguinary,  and  unconftitutional 
law,  which  denounced  guilt  where  the  conftitution 
had  fuppofed  none,  which  was  ftained  with  blood  and 
plunder  in  every  line,  and  propofed  puniihments  not 
fanctioned  by  the  law,  nor  reconcileable  to  its  forms, 
terminated  all  expectation  of  a  return  of  the  emigrants, 
and  gave  wings  to  thofe  whofe  flight  had  hitherto 
been  icftrained  by  prudential  confiderations.  They 
found  no  fecurity  in  the  law  of  the  constituent  affem- 
bly,  permitting  them  to  travel  without  paflports,  but 
faw  their  perfons  and  properties  involved  in  general 
profcriptions,  as  deferters  and  confpirators,  without 

the 
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the  pretence  of  proving  againft  them  either  confpi-  CH.  IV, 
racy  or  defertion.  1791. 

The  decree  was  not  obtained  without  debates,  fcan- 
dalous  for  their  tumultuous  indecency;  its  effect,  , 

however,  gratified  the  views  of  the  faction  who 
framed  it,  to  their  utmoft  expectation.  The  miniftry, 
after  a  minute  difcuflion,  concurred  in  advifing  the 

king  to  withhold  his  fantlion ;  and  in  order  to 

u-     CL  n.  T        c    -U-  n.-         l^hNov. 

render    this  nrit   exerciie   or   his  conttitu- 

tional  prerogative  more  ftriking,  attended  the  aflem- 
bty  in  a  body  to  announce  it.  M.  de  Leflart,  whofe 
office  it  was  to  deliver  this  mefiage,  had  prepared  a 
fpeech  to  vindicate  the  proceeding  j  but  having  firft 
declared  the  king's  determination  to  confider  of  the 
decree,  and  hefitating  at  the  moment  when  he  ought 
to  have  commenced  a  detail  of  the  motives,  and  of  the 
meafures  which  the  king  had  adopted  to  prevent  emi- 
gration, and  to  procure  the  return  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily, the  aflembly  tumultuoufly  refufed  him  a  hear- 
ing ;  and  the  fubjeft  was  left  unexplained  to  be  mif- 
reprefented  by  the  jacobins  *. 

In  their  attack  on  the  nonjuring  priefts,  the  dema- 
gogues of  the  aflembly  conducted  themfelves  even 
with  lefs  caution  or  regard  to  decency,  than  they  had 
obferved  towards  the  emigrants.  The  tribunes  daily 
refounded  with  declamations  and  denunciations  againft 

*  See  debates  on  the  days  alluded  to,  and  the  various  hiftories  j 
alfo  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  V.  pp.  23,  34,  66,  84,  and  Private 
.Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  251. 

them, 
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P*-  IV:  them,  equally  vague  and  falfe ;  and  they  were  accufed 

1791.    of  all  the  infurrections  and  troubles  which  were  raifed 

in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  confequence  of  the 

perfecutions  to  which,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  they  were 

made  victims.     A  denunciation  from  Caen 
llthNov. 

was  adopted  by  Ifnard,  as  the  bans  or  fan- 

guinary  meafures  againft  them,  and  he  intimated 
that,  intentions  were  entertained  of  extending  fimilar 

feverities  to  their  Superiors.    In  three  days  he 
14th. 

returned  to  the  charge*,  and  obtained  a  de- 
cree, 

*  Ifnard's  fanguinary  and  atheiftical  fpeech  on  this  occafion  was 
• ,  diftinguiflied  for  thofe  traits  of  ferocity  and  inhumanity,  againft 

which  he  and  other  members  of  his  faftion  (the  Briflbtines)  after- 
wards fo  loudly  inveighed.  "  A  great  revolution  has  taken  place  in 
France,"  he  faid,  "  but  it  is  not  terminated,  the  creative  crifis  is  over, 
the  protective  crifis  begins.  It  coft  the  Engliih  fifty  years  of  calamity 
before  they  obtained  their  boafted  phantom  of  liberty.  True  and 
complete  liberty  is  not  to  be  pur  chafed  but  with  rivers  of  blood.  Look 
at  the  Low- countries,  at  Switzerland,  and  at  America.  Do  you  think 
the  French  revolution  the  moft  aftonifhing  the  fun  ever  fhone 
upon, — a  revolution  which  fuddenly  fnatches  from  defpotifm  his 
iron  fceptre,  from  ariftocracy  its  rods,  and  from  theocracy  its 
golden  mines  ;  which  roots  up  the  feudal  oak,  ftrikes  with  lightning 
the  parliamentary  cyprefs,  overturns  the  pedeftal  of  nobility, 
difarms  perfecution,  tears  the  monk's  gown,  ftifles  chicanery,  and 
deftroys  all  tenures  ;  which  is  perhaps  about  to  compel  every  crown  to 
bow  before  the  laws,  and  to  fpread  kappinefs  throughout  the  world; 
do  you  think  fuch  a  revolution  can  be  effe&ed  peaceably  ?  Let  the 
nonjuring  priefts,'*  he  proceeded,  "  againft  whom  there  is  any 
complaint,  be  all  driven  from  the  kingdom ;  and  if  thofe  complaints 
arefupported  by  proofs,  let  them  be  condemned  to  death.  This 

rigorous 
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cree,  compelling  all  priefts  to  appear  before  the  mil-  CH.  IV. 
nicipality,  and  take  the  civic  oath,  fuhfcribing  their  1791, 
names  to  the  minutes  of  their  compliance.  Thofe 
who  refufed  were  to  be  deprived  of  their  penfions, 
coiifidered  as  fufpefted  of  rebellion  againfl  the  law, 
and  of  evil  defigns  againft  their  country,  and  therefore 
recommended  to  the  vigilance  of  the  conftituted  authorities. 
If  a  nonjuring  ecclefiaftic  was  found  in  any  commune 
where  diflurbances  happened,  he  was  to  be  removed ; 
and  if  found  guilty  of  abetting  them,  to  be  imprifoned 
in  the  capital  of  the  department  for  two  years.  This 
invafion  of  the  fmall  portion  of  freedom  and  property 
left  to  the  clergy  by  the  conflituent  aflembly,  pafled 
after  vehement  and  tumultuous  debates ;  in  which, 
however,  the  divilion  did  not  arife  out  of  any  de- 
fign  to  protect  thefe  unfortunate  objects  of  philofo- 

phical  perfecution,  but  from  differences  of 

,.         £   ,  29th  NOY, 

opinion  on  the  policy  or  the  meaiures  to 

be  adopted. 

To  this  decree  the  king  determined  alfo  to  refufe 
his  fan&ion,  but  he  delayed  declaring  it,  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  the  priefts  would  be  ftill  more 
maltreated  on  a  fufpicion  of  having  intreated  him  to 
interpofe  his  authority  in  their  behalf.  The  meafure 

rigorous  meafure  employed  by  defpotifm  would  be  a  crime,  but  is  an 
ad  of  jvjlice  when  dictated  by  neccffity,  mid  exerdfed  by  the  real 
Jbvenign,  the  people.  It  will  caufe  blood  to  flow  :  I  know  it :  but 
much  more  will  flow  if  you  do  not  adopt  it.  You  will  be  the  firft 
viftims  :  you  will  find  yourfelves  expofed  to  every  attack  The  lam 
if  my  God ;  I  have  no  other — I  want  no  other." 

itfelf 
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CH-  IV*  itfelf  was  not  fo  popular  as  had  been  expected* 

1 — *— — '  pth  Dec. 
1791.  and  the  directory  of  the  department  of  Paris 

petitioned  the  king  to  reject  it ;  but  this  proceeding  only 
excited  tumult  in  the  capital,  and  produced  great 
numbers  of  counter-petitions  from  the  fections  to  the 
aflembly.  The  king,  however,  did,  at  length,  announce 
his  veto ;  and  M.  de  Leffart  was  permitted  to  declare 
it,  without  a  murmur  or  fymptom  of  difapprobation. 
Perhaps  this  quietude  of  the  factious  arofe  from  fear 
of  exciting  difcuffion  while  the  popular  mind  was 
fomewhat  divided  on  the  fubject :  perhaps  they  were 
content  with  having  drawn  from  the  king  two  acts,  by 
recurring  to  which  they  could  at  any  time  place  him 
in  perfonal  oppofition  to  the  legiflature*. 

In  profecution  of  their  favourite  meafure  of  forcing 
their  country  into  a  war,  the  jacobins  of  the  aflembly 
found  themfelves  considerably  aflifted  by  the  decrees 
and  tranfactions  of  their  predeceflbrs.  The  attempts 
of  the  popular  party  to  procure  a' complete  junction 
of  Avignon  and  Le  Comtat  with  France,  were  gratified 
with  complete  fuccefs,  by  a  decree  of  the  conftituent 
aflembly,  made  the  i4th  of  September,  amid  the 
ihouts  of  the  left  fide,  fome  of  whom  ran  out  among 
the  populace,  exclaiming,  "  Avignon  is  our  own  I" 

The  meafures  adopted  to  obtain  a  party  in  Avignon 
favourable  to  this  decree,  had  long  extinguifhed  all 

*  Debates;  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  V.  pp.  34,  76,  95,  in, 
123,  164, 189;  Hiftoire  du  Clerge  pendant  la  Revolution  Fran$oife, 
par  1'Abbc  Barruel,  p.  180. 

the 
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the  powers  of  government,  armed  the  people  againft  CH.  IV. 
each  other,  and  produced  the  horrors  of  civil  war.    1791. 
The  troops  of  the  popular  faction  (for  the  conteft  was 
not  conducted  by  the  regular  army)  were  headed  by 
the  infamous  Jourdan,  le  cotipe-tete.    His  party  having 
by  repeated  infults,  robberies,  and  oppreflions,  exaf- 
perated  the  people  fo  much  that  they  put  to  death 
Lefcuyer,  the  fecretary  of  the  municipality,  Jourdan 

immediately  let  loofe  the  blood-hounds  of 

.     ,         ...  KSth  Oa. 

vengeance  ;  they  nred  on  the  citizens,  and 

having  taken  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  confined 
them  in  the  palace,  which  was  formerly  the  refidence  of 
the  pope.  In  the  night  they  drew  them  forth,  one  by 
one,  and  flew  about  fixty  with  iron  bars.  Among 
them  was  M.  Nolhac,  a  man  of  fourfcore,  formerly 
rector  of  a  college  of  jefuits  at  Touloufe  ;  and,  during 
the  laft  thirty  years,  paftor  of  St.  Symphorien  :  he 
was  dear  to  the  whole  city;  and  in  this  dreadful  fcene 
>afforded  to  the  victims,  in  their  laft  moments,  the 
confolations  of  religion.  But  neither  his  age  nor  his 
occupation  preferved  him  from  the  fury  of  the  aflaf- 
fins ;  he  was,  like  the  reft,  knocked  down  with  iron 
bars,  hewn  in  pieces,  and  his  remains  with  theirs 
thrown  into  a  well  opened  for  the  purpofe,  in  the 
place  which  was  called  les  glacieres,  and  covered  over 
with  cart-loads  of  gravel. 

Thefe  facrifices  were  not  however  fufficient  to 
gratify  the  brutal  rage  of  Jourdan's  banditti ;  the 
whole  town  was  a  fcene  of  indifcriminate  carnage  and 
unbridled  ferocity  :  to  the  horrors  fo  often  related  as 

appertaining 
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CH.  IV.  appertaining  to   fimilar  tranfa&ionSj  as  murdering 
1791.   parents  with  their  families,  infants  at  the  b;  eaft,  and 
women   advanced   in   pregnancy,   accounts   written 
even  by  fierce  jacobins  add  the  horrible  circumftance 
of  cannibal  feafts,  in  which  the  murderers  banqueted 
on  the  trembling  limbs,  palpitating  hearts,  and  reeking 
entrails  of  the  dead*.     The  total  number  of  victims  is 
computed  at  fix  hundred  and  twenty  one.     The  com- 
plaints on  this  fubiecl  were  at  firfl  received 
Nov. 

with  due  horror  in  the  aflembly  ;  and  Jourdan, 

with  fome  of  his  principal  accomplices,  were  impri- 
foned :  but  counter-reprefentations  were  fpeedily  pro- 
cured, which,  though  demonftrated  to  be  falfe  in 
every  particular,  ferved  as  a  bafis  for  a  motion  of 
amnefty.  In  fupport  of  this  meafure  the  moft  pro- 
fligate members  of  the  aflembly  joined  their  forces  ; 
their  tafk  was  facilitated  by  the  preparations  made  by 
BruTot  and  others  at  the  clubs ;  and,  to  the  aftonifhment 
March  anc^  norror  °f  a^  tne  world,  Jourdan  was  not 
i7i}2.  only  pardoned,  but  reinftated  in  power,  and 
fent  back  to  exercife  new  cruelties  on  men  whom, 
even  in  his  dungeon,  he  had  never  ceafed  to  threaten, 
and  whom  he  now  hated  with  redoubled  rancourf. 

While 

*  This  faft  is  particularly  recorded  by  Prud'homme,  Hiftoire  des 
Erreurs,  &c.  vol.  IV.  p.  21.  And  for  the  general  narrative  lee 
the  fame  vol.  p.  4,  et  feq.  and  p.  2085  Hiftoire  du  Clerg6,  par 
Barruel,  p.  149}  Conjuration  d'Orleans,  vol.  III.  p.  162. 

j-  As  it  will  not  be  neceflary  in  the  regular  courfe  of  hiflory  to 
take  further  notice  of  this  abandoned  aflaffin,  his  fate  is  here  briefly 

related. 
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While  the  French,  in  contempt  of  their  own  decree  CH.  IV. 
againft  territorial  aggrandifement,  were  thus  invading 
the  rights  of  the  pope,  and  giving  alarm  to  all  Europe 
by  their  fanguinary  barbarities,  G  reat  Britain  not  only 
obierved  a  rigid  neutrality,  but  even  liberally  lent 
them  afliftance.  The  condiment  affembly  had  decreed 
the  abolition  of  flavery,  a  meafure  chiefly  obtained  by 
the  intrigues  and  exertions  of  a  club  called  Les  amis 
des  noirs.  To  fome  of  thefe  men,  large  fums  of 
money  are  faid  to  have  been  diftributed  by  Mulatto 
agents  in  Paris  *  :  if  the  charge  is  true,  they  ferved 
their  employers  with  fidelity ;  for,  undeterred  by  re- 
peated  irifurreftions,  conflagrations,  and  maiTacres, 
they  proceeded  in  enfranchifmg  the  flaves,  and  finally 

related.  On  regaining  power  at  Avignon  he  gratified  his 
vengeance  by  daily  murders;  he  was  afterwards  fent  to  Marfeilles, 
and  during  the  infurredlion  of  that  city  in  1 793  had  nearly  fallen  a 
facrifice  to  the  royalift  party,  but  was  refcued  from  prifon  when  the 
town  yielded  to  Carteaux,  and  made  commander  of  a  fquadron  of 
gendarmerie.  In  1 794  he  was  denounced  in  the  Jacobin  club,  not 
for  any  crime  he  had  committed,  or  boafted  of,  fuch  as  tearing  out 
the  hearts  of  Beithier  and  Foulon,  murdering  Defhuttes  and  Vari- 
cour,  and  fmearing  his  beard,  clothes,  and  flefli  with  their  blood,  nor 
even  for  the  more  recent  and  dreadful  transactions  at  Avignon  ;  but 
he  was  accufed  of  beinga  federal  ill,  of  having  dilapidated,  andi/furped 
at  a  low  price  the  national  property,  abufed  his  military  authority, 
and  defpifed  the  judicial  and  adminiftrative  powers,  and  even  the 
national  rcprefentation.  Tallien,  a  man  perfectly  congenial  in  prin- 
ciple, undertook  his  defence  in  vain;  he  was  delivered  over  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal,  and  from  them  to  the  executioner. 
*  See  Bert  rand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  377. 

VOL,  i,  K  brought 


.120  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  IV.  brought  the  colonifts  to  a  flate  of  mifery,  from  which 
tnev  were  relieved  by  lord  Effingham,  governor  of 
Jamaica,  who  difpatched  two  frigates  loaded  with 
provifions,  arms,  and  ammunition,  to  Cape  Francois, 
and  a  third  to  Port-au-prince,  with  deputations  of  in-, 
dividuals  of  the  firft  confeqaence  in  Jamaica.  The 
5th  Nov  intelligence  of  this  afliftance  was  announced 
1791.  to  the  national  afiembly  by  a  note  from  the 
Britifti  embaflador,  and  after  a  -quibbling  debate, 
thanks  were  voted  neither  to  lord  Effingham,  nor  to 
the  Britifo  government,  but  to  the  Brittfh  nation  iiv 
general,  and  lord  Effingham  in  particular  as  one  of  the 
nation.  This  manner  of  higgling  for  acknowledg- 
ment is  at  leaft  ungrateful  *,  but  the  terms  fele&ed 
mewed  an  unprincipled  difpofition  to  return  evil  for 
good,  by  feparating  the  nation  to  which  they  were  in- 
debted from  its  government. 

-  In  fact,  the  demagogues  feem  to  have  been  of- 
fended at  the  event.  They  infifted  at  firft  that  the  in- 
telligence was  untrue,  and'cenfured  the  meafures 
adopted  by  the  minifter  of  the  marine  for  quelling  the 
infurreclion,  as  part  of  a  defign  to  eftablifh  for  the 
king  a  tranfmarine  dominion  where  there  mould  be 
titles  and  diftinctions,  and  mafters  and  flaves.  Briflbt 
imputed  to  England  a  criminal  collufion  with  the 
French  miniftry,  juftifying  at  the  fame  time  the  infur- 

>.  *  "  Indeed,    gentlemen,"  laid  one  member  during  the   debate, 

l\you  are  longer  in  determining  the  mode  in  which  you  fhall  return 

j  than  your  benefactors  were  in  doing  you  the  lervice." 

furgents, 
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gents,  and  even  attributing  their  crimes  to  a  laudable  CH.  IV. 
fpirit  of  vengeance.     Troops  were,  however,  fent  out,  7701^2 
but  the  diftradions  of  the  colony  preventing  29th  yan 
the  arrival   of  any   confiderable  quantity  of     1-792. 
produce,   the  moft  extravagant  patriots  profefled  at 
the  bar  of  the  aflembly  their  refolution  to  difcontinue 
the  ufe  of  coffee  and  fugar,   and  many  more  were 
obliged  to  follow  their  example.     The  rebellion  oc- 

cafioned  by  the  emancipation  of  Haves  ftill 

.        rr      i  i      ,      March. 

raged  in  Saint  Domingo,  but  the  aliembly  de- 
creed that  coloured  people  mould  enjoy   every  right 
and  privilege  in  common  with  the  whites  *. 

Thefe  efforts  were,  however,  fubordinate  to  the 
grand  project  of  creating  a  war  with  the  emperor. 
When  the  declaration  at  Pilnitz  was  firft  iffued,  the 
jacobins  treated  with  derifion  thofe  royalifts  who 
placed  reliance  on  its  apparent  promifes,  and  proved 
that  the  terms  on  which  afliflance  could  be  expected 
were  contingent,  and  could  never  be  accomplished 
after  the  king  had  accepted  the  conftitution.  jgthNoy 
The  emperor  himfelf,  in  acknowledging  the  1791. 
communication  of  this  event,  expreffed  the  fame 
opinion,  by  wiming  that  the  part  Louis  had  thought 
proper  to  adopt  might  anfwer  his  views  for  the  public 
felicity,  and  that  the  alarming  apprehenfions  for  the 

*  See  debates  j  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  £25  j  Bryan 
Edwards's  Hiftory  of  St.  Domingo ;  Herbert  Marfh's  Hiftory  of 
Politics,  &c.  chap.  ii. ;  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  V.  pages  60, 
144,  190,  299,  and  vol.  VI.  p.  32. 

K  2  common 
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CH.  IV.  common  caufe  of  kings  and  princes,  might  ceafe  for 
the  future,  and  prevent  the  neceffity  of  taking  ferious 
precautions  againft  their  renewal*. 

An  article  in  the  decree  againft  emigrants  enjoined 
the  diplomatic  committee  to  propofe  meafures  to  be 
adopted  by  the  king,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  re- 
fpe&ing  contiguous  foreign  powers  who  fuffered  the 
French  fugitives  to  aflemble  on  their  territories :  to 
direct  the  popular  attention  with  more  anxiety  towards 
this  object,  the  clubs  and  the  aflembly  were  filled  with 
^4th  denunciations  of  intercepted  correfpondence, 
Nov.  a  committee  of  infpe&ion  was  eftablifhed,  and 
deputations  of  the  lowed  clafs  were  taught  to  demand 
vengeance. 

In  the  difcuflion  of  rneafures  for  prevention 
27th.    •  f     ..  .'•*,,. 

or  railing  recruits  for  the  emigrants,  contempt 

feemed  the  predominating  fentiment,  though  a  refo- 
lution  to  impede  the  profecution  of  fuch  tranfaclions, 
and  a  difpofition  to  infult  all  the  governments  of 
Europe,  chara&erifed  the  principal  fpeakers.  "  The 
emigrants,"  faid  Ruhl,  a  deputy  from  Alface,  "  are 
aflembling  and  enlifting  under  the  command  of  M. 
Conde,  the  $i-devant  prince.  My  lord  the  arcbbijhop  of 
Mentz  is  raifing  an  army  of  four  thoufand  men,  which 
the  people  are  foolifh  enough  to  furnifh  ;  my  lord  the 
eleclor  of  Treves  provides  two  thoufand  men  ;  and  my 
lord  Rene  Edouard  cardinal  prince  de  Rohan,  befides  the 
brigands  of  whom  he  has  the  honour  .to  be  com- 

*  See  Debrett's  State  Papers,  vol.  I.  p.  145. 

mauder- 
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mander-in-chief,  furnifhes  ffty  men,  allowed  him  by  CH.  IV. 
the  laws  of  the  German  empire.     It  were  unworthy 
the  majefty  of  a  great  nation  to  fuffer  the  continuance 
of  this  operatical  farce,  whu;h  tires  our  patience :   a 
private  perfon  may  defpife  thefe  {kipping  bullies,  but  a 
great  naaon  mould  punifh  ram  fools,  who  (hew  a  dif- 
pofition  to  ftrike  at  their  laws.     Do  not  trult  to  the 
flumber  of  defpots — Let  the  executive  power  caufe  it 
to  be  fignified  to  the  electors  of  Mentz  and  Treves, 
that  unlefs   in  the  courfe  of  a  fortnight  they  put  an 
end  to  the  enlifting  in  their  flates,   France  will  make 
them  repent  it."     On  refuming  the  debate, 
Ifnard  uttered  a  feries  of  invectives  againft  all 
crowned  heads,  threatening  to  make  them  tremble  on 
their  thrones  of  clay.     Thefe  declamations  produced 
the    defired    effect  ;     a   committee  of    twenty-four 
members  waited  on  the  king,  demanding  from  him 
forcible  declarations  addreffed  to  the  princes  whofe 
conduct  was  complained  of,  which  might  caufe  an 
immediate  difperfion  of  the  hordes  of  emigrants.     He 
was  required  to  fix  a  fhoi  t  period  beyond  which  no 
dilatory  anfwer  mould  be  received,  and  to  fupport  his 
declaration  by  marching  his  troops. 

While  this  meffage  was  under  confideration,  every 
manoeuvre  was  eflayed  to  render  the  project  of 
hoftilities  popular  ;  among  others,  the  mifchievous 
madman  Anacharfis  Clootz  attended  the  affembly, 
and  in  an  harangue  to  thofe  whom  he  affectedly  con- 
fidered  the  embafladors,  as  he  ftyled  himfelf  the 

orator. 
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CH.  IV.  orator,  of  the  human  race,  recommended  the  march 
of  armies  without  delay  towards  Brufiels  Liege,  and 
Coblentz ;  thus  in  a  month  would  the  tri-coloured 
cockade,  and  the  fong  ga  ira^  become  the  delight  of 
more  than  twenty  liberated  nations.  He  declaimed 
•with  bitternefs  againft  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  govern, 
ments  j  and  though  no  motion  or  decree  was  founded 
on  his  addrefs,  the  applaufes  with  which  it  was  re- 
ceived, the  honours  of  the  fitting  conferred  on  the 
fpeaker,  the  courteous  anfwer  of  the  prefident,  and 
the  vote  for  printing  the  oration  and  reply,  mewed 
the  difpofition  of  the  legiflature. 

14th        The  next  day  the  king  appeared  in  the  af- 
Decem.  fembly,  and  in  a  temperate  and  manly  fpeech 
announced  his  opinions  and  conduct  on  the  late  mef- 
fage.     He  expatiated  on  the  circumfpection  required 
by  the  fituation  of  the  country,  the  efforts  he  had  ufed 
to  recal  the  emigrants,  and  his  endeavours  to  perfuade 
neighbouring  princes  to  defift  from  encouraging  their 
prefence  and  military  exertions.     The  emperor  had 
acted  in  a  manner  becoming  a  faithful  ally  ;  but  other 
powers  had  returned  indifcreet   anfwers.     He   had, 
therefore,  apprifed  the  elector  of  Treves,   that  unlefs 
he  put  an  end  to  all  affembling  and  hoftile  preparations 
on  the  part  of  the  emigrants  within  a  month,    he 
would  be  confidered  an  enemy  to  France  ;   and  the 
king  added  that  he  would  direct  fimilar  notices  to 
the  other  potentates,  and  claim  the  emperor's  inter- 
ference, as  head  pf  the  Germanic  body.     If  thefe  de- 
clarations 
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clarations  failed,  it  would  remain  for  him  to  propofe   CH.  IV. 
war  ; — war  which  a  nation,   who  had  folemnly  re- 
nounced   conquefts,   would  not   enter   into  without 
neceflity  ;  but  which  a  generous  and  free  nation  would 
undertake  at  the  call  of  honour. 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  enthufiaftic  applaufe  5 
and  equal  acclamation  was  beftowed  on  a  meflage  de- 
livered by  M.  de  Narbonne,  announcing  his  orders  to 
aflemble  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men,  to  be  di- 
vided into  three  armies  under  the  command  of 
Rochambeau,  Lukner,  and  La  Fayette  ;  and  his  own 
preparation  to  vifit  the  frontier,  and  infpect  the  con- 
dition of  the  army.  The  legiflature  returned  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king  complimenting  him  on  his  refolu- 
rions,  and  promifmg  him  more  glory  than  had  ever 
been  acquired  by  his  anceftors.  Delightful  enjoy- 
ments, they  faid,  were  prepared  for  him  ;  from  the 
Rhine  to  the  Pyrenees,  from  the  Alps  to  the  ocean,  all 
would  be  under  the  eye  of  a  good  king,  covered  with 
ramparts  of  free  and  faithful  men*. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  that  fuch  form- 
idable preparaiions  were  made,  and  fo  much  enthu- 
fiafm  excited,  to  repel  or  awe  thofe  adverfaries  who 
had  been  lately  mentioned  with  fuch  fuperlative  con- 

*  Thofe  who  confider  this  promife  with  due  attention  to  its  geo- 
graphical limits,  muft  perceive  that  the  bounds  given  to  the  king'* 
rule  include  the  Netherlands,  and  all  the  dominions  which  France 
affe<5ls  to  confider  as  her  natural  boundaries,  and  which  the  legillature 
vr as  thus  ufurping  by  anticipation,  at  the  Yery  moment  of  renouncing 
aggrandifenient  by  conqueft. 

tempt  j 
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tempt ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  at  the  moment  when 
thefe  legiflators  were  exprefling  fo  much  jealoufy 
about  lupporting  the  emigrants  of  their  nation,  and 
the  encouragement  afforded  to  individuals  difaffe&ed 
to  their  government,  they  gave  ready  fupport  to 
refugees  and  difaffected  perfons  from  every  other 
country.  Emigrants  from  the  Netherlands  were  per* 
mitted  to  raife  recruits,  and  mature  hoftile  projects 
againft  the  emperor,  on  the  French  frontier,  nor  could 
he  by  any  complaints  obtain  fatisfaclion.  Refugees 
from  Brabant  and  Liege  were  fuffered  publicly  to  form 
a  general  committee  in  Paris,  and  pafs  refolutions 
againft  their  refpeclive  governments.  A  deputation 
of  Dutchmen  attended  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and 
their  addrefs  againft  the  defpotifm  of  the  ftadtholder, 
and  proposition  of  meafures  for  overturning  his  go- 
vernment, were  gracioufly  received,  anfwered  with 
aiTurances  that  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  allies, 
and  entered  in  the  proces  verbal,  with  honourable 
mention.  An  obfcure  party  of  Englifhmen,  meeting 
at  a  public-houfe  in  Frith-ftreet,  and  calling  them- 
felves  a  conftitutional  fociety  of  whigs,  prefented  a 
foolim  addrefs  to  the  king  and  aflembly,  promifing  to 
rifk  their  lives  and  fortunes'™,  defence  of  France  againft 
any  defpodc  powers  which  might  attempt  to  enchain 
the  nation  ;  and  the  aflembly  received  this  propofal  to 
wage  war  without  the  confent  of  government,  with 
loud  applaufe  and  honourable  mention,  and  communi- 
cated it  to  the  king  by  a  deputation.  A  written  anfwer 

was 
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was  returned  by  the  prefident  declaring  the  treaty  CH.  IV. 
inviolate,  negotiated  by  virtue,  fimple  as  truth,  ef-  ^j'^ 
fential  as  reafon,  and  complimenting  thefe  obfcure  ad- 
dreffers  as  the  foundsft  part  of  the  nation*. 

The  elector  of  Treves  honoured  the  intimation  of 
the  king  of  France  with  immediate  compliance,  and 
the  emigrants  were  alfo  obliged  to  quit  Worms, 
Thefe  efforts,  which  rendered  their  fituation  lefs  re- 
fpeclable,  and  abridged  their  comforts,  were  in  part 
occafioned  by  their  own  imprudence,  or  that  of  their 
friends  who  had  for  fome  time  filled  the  foreign 
gazettes  with  pompous  reports  of  their  preparations 
and  the  encouragement  they  received  :  thefe  the 
popular  faction  in  France  knew  to  be  unfounded,  and 
mentioned  them  with  contempt,  but  yet  they  ufed 
them  as  means  to  inflame  the  public  and  influence  the 
afTembly. 

The  only  folid  hope  of  the  French  princes  was 
founded  on  the  activity,  enterprife,  and  fidelity  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  who  was  animated  with  the  fmcereft 
defire  to  invade  France  for  the  purpofe  of  meliorating 
the  condition  of  Louis ;  but  not  poffeffing  in  himfelf 
fufEcient  means,  was  obliged  to  await  the  motions  of  t 

Auftria  and  Pruflia,  and  fubmit  to  delufive  promifes 
from  Ruflia  and  Spainf.  The  open  conduct  of  Guf- 
tavus,  and  the  lefs  explicit  behaviour  of  Catherine  and 

*  See   the   addrefs  in  Debrett's  State  Papers  ;  in  Rivington's 
Annual  Regifter,  1791 ;  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol,  IX.  p.  49. 
•j-  See  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  427,  et  feq. 

Charles, 
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CH.  IV.  Charles,  afforded  the  war  party  in  France  new  themes 
i >  *•      J 

for  declamation,  and  enabled  them  to  give  the  defired 
impulfe  to  the  aflembly. 

h  This  impufe  derived  additional  force  from 
Decem.  a  letter  written  by  the  emperor  of  Germany 
remonftrating  againft  the  right  which  Louis  feemed  to 
•claim  of  invading  the  feignorial  prerogatives  in  Alface 
and  Lorraine,  provided  a  compenfation  was  made  j 
declaring  his  refolution  to  fupport  the  claims  ad- 
vanced by  the  princes  of  the  empire ;  and  intimating 
his  intention  to  prevent  feditious  meetings,  and  fup- 
preis  inflammatory  publications  in  his  dominions. 
This  letter  with  the  documents  annexed  being  re- 
^9th  ferred  to  the  diplomatic  committee,  Briffbt 
Decem.  made  a  violent  harangue,  in  which  he  deve- 
loped the  principles  and  in  part  the  views  upon  which 
France  was  to  undertake  war  againft  all  the  world. 
He  began  by  examining  the  probability  of  any  great 
power  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the  emigrants  or  de- 
claring war  againft  France  :  England  undoubtedly 
would  not ;  Germany  and  Pruffia  in  every  prudent 
view  of  the  fubje£t  could  not ;  the  king  of  Sweden 
was  not  to  be  feared,  and  his  alliance  with  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  be  deftruftive 
to  himfelf  alone.  Germany,  Denmark,,  Sweden,  and 
Ruffia,  he  obferved,  were  only  anxious  to  prevent  the 
influence  of  the  French  revolution  by  affording  in- 
dulgences to  the  lower  clafs  of  their  fubjefts  ;  and 
Poland  was  attached  by  evident  ties  to  France.  The 

powers 
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powers  and  efforts  of  Spain  were  confidered  with  con-  CH.  IV. 
temptuous  ridicule  ;  that  king  poifefled  a  fleet  without       T( 
manners,   fhips  without  fails,  mines  but  no  money, 
colonies  but  no  manufactures,  and  banks  deftitute  of 
credit ;  and  the  flate  of  Holland  was  exactly  fimilar. 
But  though  it  clearly  appeared,  both  from  facts  and 
reafonings,  that  no  great  power  could  attack  France, 
yet  the  affembly  ought  not  to  defer  making  prepara- 
tions for  war. 

«  War,"  he  faid,  "  is  neceflary,  France  ought  to 
undertake  it  for  her  honour  ;  me  is  in  fact  for  ever 
dishonoured  if  a  few  thoufand  rebels  can  be  the  means 
of  leading  her  to  capitulate  on  the  fubject  of  her  laws : 
war  is  at  this  period  a  national  benefit ;  and  the  only 
calamity  to  be  feared  is,  that  we  mail  not  have  a"  war 
which  will  enable  us  to  terminate  the  evils  refulting 
from  the  audacity  of  the  emigrants."  Having  affumed 
this  principle,  he  defcribed  the  manner  in  which 
France  ought  to  proceed  in  order  to  create  a  rupture 
with  different  powers  :  their  manner  of  receiving  the 
notification  of  the  king's  accepting  the  conftitution 
was  to  be  made  the  ground  of  complaint,  and  all  acts 
by  which  the  exertions  or  hopes  of  the  emigrants 
were  encouraged  were  to  be  treated  as  hoftile.  The 
king  of  Spain  was  to  be  required  to  revoke  fome 
edicts  by  which  the  French  were  oppreffed,  and  con- 
form to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  and  particularly  the 
family-compact ;  the  emperor  was  alfo  to  be  called  on 
to  diminifh  the  number  of  his  forces  in  Brabant,  ac- 
cording 
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CH.  IV.  cording  to  the  terms  of  treaties  ;  but  in  anfwer  to  his 
complaints  of  the  infraction  of  treaties  in  the  cafe  of 
Alface  and  Lorraine,  he  was  to  be  told  that  thefove- 
reignty  of  the  people  zcas  not  bound  by  the  treaties  of  tyrants^ 
and  that  in  fpeaking  always  in  his  let:er  of  the  king, 
and  his  majefty^  and  never  of  the  nation,  he  rendered 
himfelf  more  than  fufpected  of  encouraging  the  hopes 
of  the  emigrants. 

Thefe  fentiments  were  received  with  vehement  ap- 
plaufe  by  the  left  fide  of  the  affembly  and  the  galleries, 
and  fimilar  acclamations  attended  opinions  and  argu- 
ments of  the  fame  kind  uttered  by  Herault  de  Sechelles, 
Condorcet,  and  other  adherents  of  the  fame  party. 
Condorcet  prefented   a  manifefto,  which  was  eagerly 
adopted  and  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  to  all  the  courts 
in  Europe.     This  ftate  paper,  iffued  by  a  legiflative 
body  without  the  concurrence  of  the  fovereign,  was 
a  compound  of  impudent  affertion  and  hypocritical 
duplicity.     Its  general  aim  was  to  diftinguim  between 
governments  and  the  people  governed ;  denouncing 
war  againft  the  former  with  an  oftentatious  difplay  of 
kindnefs  towards  the  latter.     Compenfation  mould  be 
made  for  the  unintentional  calamities  caufed  by  the 
troops  of  France,  and  the  afylum  opened  to  foreigners 
mould  not  be  fhut  againft  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
countries  whofe  princes  forced  her  to  attack  them. 
The  reception  of  thefe  fpeeches  and  this  manifefto  was 
highly  flattering  to  the  demagogues  of  the  affembly, 
who  faw  that  a  war  would  augment  their  means  of 

obtaining 
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obtaining  power,  and  who  already  talked  of  taking    CH.  IV. 
meafures  which  in  peace  might  feem  too  fevere,   and 
of  throwing  a  veil  over  the  ftatue  of  liberty*. 

Thus  every  occurrence  promifed  fuccefs  to  the 
great  objects  undertaken  by  the  popular  leaders,  arid 
in  the  fmaller  efforts  they  were  not  lefs  fortunate. 
Bailly,  after  the  diflblution  of  the  conflituent  aflembly, 
refigned  the  mayoralty ;  and  La  Fayette,  relinquifhing 
the  command  of  the  national  guard,  prefented  himfelf 
a  candidate  for  the  chief  magiftracy  of  Paris.  Petion, 
favoured  by  all  parties,  and  particularly  attached  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  was,  however,  his  fuccefsful  op- 
ponent, gaining  the  election  by  a  majority  of  more 
than  two  to  one  f.  Manuel,  a  pedantic  man  of  fetters, 
who  had  been  extremely  active  in  the  revolution, 
was  affociated  with  him  as  procureur-general  of  the 
commune. 

A  feeble  effort  made  by  the  conftitutionalifts,  and 
encouraged  by  La  Fayette,  to  eftabliih  a  club  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  incroaching  party,  at  the  convent  of  the 
feuillans,    was   attended    with  no  beneficial      21ft 
effect :  the  jacobins,  in  contempt  of  all  law,  Decem. 
and  in  defiance  of  every  injunction,  attacked  them  by 
force,  drove  them  from  their  place  of  fitting,  compelled 

*  See  debates  :  and  for  the  manifefto  fee  Debrett's  State  Papers, 
vol.  I.  p.  165  Rivington's  Annual  Regifter,  1792?  p.  ii.  p.*2O7, 
and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  V.  p.  2105  allb,  fee  toe  fame  vol. 
P.  202,  et  feq,  for  the  general  events. 

f  6728  to  3126  :  fee  Conjuration  d'Orleang,  vol.  III.  p.  152. 

them 
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CH.  VI.  them  to  meet  in  a  more  private  manner,  and  imprefied 
1791.  the  people  with  horror  of  the  veiy  name  as  indicative 
of  counter-revolution  and  treafon  againft  the  nation*. 
Nothing  was  wanting  to  the  complete  afcendancy 
of  this  enterprifmg  party  but  ihe  advantage  of  popular 
opinion  j  a  point  which  neither  their  manners,  talents, 
nor  proceedings,  were  calculated  to  fecure.  Their 
meafures  could  be  carried  by  acclamation,  and  the 
purchafed  plaudits  of  the  galleries  in  the  affembly 
and  at  the  clubs  could  be  fecured  j  yet  a  high  public 
confideration  did  not  await  their  perfons  or  their 
conduct.  Thofe  who  during  the  exiftence  of  the  con- 
ftituent  affembly  were  fafcinated  by  the  bold  propofals 
and  eloquent  fpeeches  of  the  principal  demagogues, 
could  not  eafily  endure  that  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  and 
the  Lameths,  mould  find  imitators  in  Cordorcet, 
Briffot,  Genfonne,  Guadet  Vergniaud,  and  Ifnard ; 
and  the  vulgarity  and  ignorance  of  many  of  the  other 
deputies  were  fufficient  to  expofe  the  whole  body  to 
contempt.  The  caufe  in  which  they  were  embarked 
of  depreffing  the  crown  to  elevate  themfelves,  was  not 
yet  fo  popular  that  its  probable  fuccefs  could  be  re- 
garded as  a  compenfation  for  the  utter  negleft  of  all 
public  bufinefs  ;  no  beneficial  regulation  in  police, 
finance,  or  commerce,  had  diftinguifhed  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  affembly,  and  yet  its  demagogues  con- 
templated with  pleafure  the  probability  of  degrading 
their  fovereign  and  plunging  their  country  into  a  war. 
•»  See  hi  (lories  5  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  V.  p.  199. 
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Examination  of  the  real  Views  of  the  fuppofed  Republican 
Party — Character  of  Briffbt— Roland — Madame  Ro- 
land— General  Charaderi/lic* — Character  of  Con- 

.   dorcet — Petion — Danton — Chabot — Merlin — Bazire 

and  others — Robefpierre Formation  of  a  feparate 

Party — Attempt  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  be  reconciled 
•with  the  King — Its  failure — Difference  of  Opinion  be- 
tween Robefpierre  and  Brijfit  refpecling  War — Views 
§f  Briffot  in  urging  Hqftilities — Di/patch  from  Prince 
Kaunitz  to  the  French  EmbaJJador  at  Vienna — Decree 
againft  all  who  Jhould  attempt  to  alter  the  Conjlitution 
— Addrefs  to  the  King  to  urge  Hoftilities — His  Anfwer 
— Progrefs  of  Negotiation. — Death  of  the  Emperor  Leo- 
pold— Refignations  of  Minijiers — The  Jacobin  Ad- 
miniftration  formed — Dumouriez  Miniver  for  Foreign 
Affairs — His  Char  after — Dp  Graves  Minifter  at  War 
— The  remaining  Members  of  the  Cabinet  felefted  by 
them  and  other  "Jacobins — Laco/ie  Mini/ier  of  Marine 
— And  Duranthon  Minifter  of  Jitftice — Their  Cha- 
rafters — Clavierc  Minifter  of  Finance — His  Character 
— Roland  Minijler  of  the  Interior — Dumouriez  and 
Degrades  pay  homage  to  the  jacobins — Murder  of  the 
.King  of  Sweden — War  declared  againft  the  Emperor 

—  General 
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, ,  — General  Want  of  Subordination  in  France — Tu- 
multuous Scenes  in  the  AJfembly — Unlimited  Power  of 
Mobs  and  Clubs -—Covert  Attacks  on  the  Conftitution— 
Apparent  Cordiality  between  the  King  and  his  Minifters 
— Malignant  Infmuations  of  Madame  Roland — Schifm 
in  the  Cabinet — Plan  of  the  Campaign — Theobald 
Dillon  marches  to  attack  Tournay — His  Troops  fly  at 
the  Approach  of  the  Aufirians — And  barbaroujly 
murder  him  and  Colonel  Berthois — Event  of  the  Ex- 
pedition under  Biron — La  Fayette  advances  to  Civet — 
But  remains  inaclive — Effect  ofthefe  Events  in  Paris 
— Rochambeau  rejigns  his  Command — Is  fucceeded  by 
Luckner — Degraves  retires  from  the  Office  of  Mini/ier 
at  War — Is  fucceeded  by  Servan — His  Character — 
i\l'.  Dumouriez  projects  a  new  Plan  of  Operations — The 
Aii/lrians  take  Bavay — La  Fayette  applies  for  a  Rein- 
for  cement^  which  is  refufed—  Various  Attacks — Gouvion 
killed—  Unfuccefsful  Operations  of  Carle — Failure  of  the 
fecond  Project  of  Campaign. 

CH.  V.  l791-  ROLAND'S  habitation  ftill  continued  to  be 
*  ~v  '  the  chief  refort  of  that  faction  which,  in  the  days  of 
the  firft  legiilature,  was  fuppofed  republican,  and  fome 
members  of  which  flill  occafionally  gave  indications 
of  a  wifh  to  eftablifh  that  form  of  government,  though 
no  party  was  found  hardy  enough  to  avow  the  prin- 
ciple. Although  declamations  and  writings  in  which 
the  perfon  and  rule  of  the  king  of  France  and  every 
other  monarch  were  vilified  by  wanton  abufe,  or 

rendered 
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tendered  odious  by  unfparmg  calumny,  were  pro-   CM.  V. 
fufely  uttered   and  fanctioned    by   Briflbt    and   his    179 {7 
faction  ;  and  although  their  hoftility  to  the  perfon  of 
Louis  XVL  and  to  all  that  remained  either  in  or  out 
of  France  of  nobility  or  clergy,  is  undoubted ;  yet  their 
fmcere  defire  to  eftablifh  a  republic  is  very  tjueftionable. 
Moft  of  them  were  poor  and  venal,  ready  to  be  bought, 
but  unufed  to  be  bid  for^  raifirtg  fyftems  for  the  fake 
of  gaining  importance,  and  difpofed  to  fell  themfelves 
and  their  projects   td  the  firft  who  would  offer  an 
adequate  gratification.      Many   of  them  had   coia- 
meneed  their  political  career  as  falaried  adherents  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans j  forhe  quitted  his  party  becaufd 
his  patronage  was  previoufly  occupied  by  others*  anjl 
their  fervices  neglected  ;  and  fome  formed  a  new  con- 
nection that,  by  acquiring  power  conjunctively^  they 
might   either   ufe   or   difpofe   of    it   to  greater  ad* 
vantage* 

Briflbt,  the  head  of  the  party  *  had  been  from  his 
youth  toiled  on  the  fea  of  fpeculationj  frequently  re- 
duced to  want,  fometimes  to  meannefs,  and,  if  reports 
may  be  credited,  eveli  to  crime*  The  neceffity  of 
writing  for  bread  had  given  facility  to  his  pen;  but  his 
flyle  wanted  vigour,  his  reafoning  method,  and  his 
flatements  correctnefs.  Ever  difpofed  to  give  vent  to 
fentiments  required  by  the  occafionj  he  was  frequently 
under  the  neceflity  tif  contradicting  himfelf ;  and  few 
of  his  opinions  can  bear  the  teil  of  declarations  which 
he  had  made  at  fome  previous  period.  The  love  of 

VOL.  i.  L  innovation, 
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CH.  V.  innovation,  more  than  a  fixed  principle,  feems  to  hav£ 
17yl.  fwayed  him  in  politics :  at  one  time  he  was  an  admirer 
of  the  Britifli,  at  another  of  the  American  conftitution ; 
fometimes  defirous  to  raife  his  patron,  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  to  the  throne  j  and  then  wifhing  to  depofe 
the  king,  eflablifh  a  regency  during  the  minority  of 
the  dauphin,  and  govern  both  by  means  of  influence 
in  the  legiflature,  and  a  party  of  unalienable  friends. 
For  all  or  any  of  thefe  projects  he  was  willing  to  re- 
qeive  a  compromife,  having,  in  fact,  no  principle,  nor 
aity  patriotifm,  but  he  was  obliged  to  affect  both  as 
the  means  of  raifing  and  attaching  to  himfelf  a  party. 
Me  gained  many  adherents  by  an  appearance  of 
candour  and  mildnefs,  but  in  his  real  character  he 
was  falfe,  gloomy,  vindictive,  and  unrelenting  *. 

Roland  was  in  himfelf  an  inoffenfive  old  man, 
endowed  with  little  talent,  and  not  much  malice, 
choleric  not  rancorous,  plain  in  manners  and  habits, 
btief  in  fpeech,  fond  of  reproving  vice,  and  fancying 
himfelf  a  model  of  virtue.  His  early  purfuits  had 
rendered  him  diligent,  and  having  fuperintended  fome 
public  accounts  at  Lyons,  he  was  flattered  into  a 
belief  that  his  abilities  were  equal  to  the  conduct  of  a 
ftate,  and  his  virtues  fuificient  to  reform  a  whole 
people.  To  this  delufion  his  wife  greatly  contri- 

'  *  See  an  account  of  Briflbt,  his  character  and  principles — Bio- 
graphical Memoirs,  article  Briflbt — Diftionnaire  dcs  Hommes 
marquans,  article  Briflbt  j  anil  Erreurs,  &c.  de  la  Revolution,  vol. 
UI.  p.  39. 
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buted  ;  me  has  already  been  mentioned  as  a  Woman  of  CH.  V. 
confiderable  talent ;  fhe  wrote  with  fluency  and  elo- 
quence,  thought  with  boldnefs  and  originality,  and 
made  her  opinions  ftill  more  ftriking  by  the  force  of 
her  expreflions,  and  the  vigour  of  her  illuftrations. 
In  the  whole  courfe  of  the  revolution  parties  had  been 
formed  and  cemented  by  women :  madame  Necker, 
madame  de  Stael  her  daughter,  madame  Sillery,  better 
known  by  her  title  of  countefs  de  Genlis,  madame  de 
la  Fayette>  with  a  vaft  train  of  fubordinate  females, 
had  been  oracles  and  centres  of  revolutionary  juntos  ; 
and  madame  Roland  afpired  alfo  to  the  fame  cha- 
racter.    She  was  confiderably  younger  than  her  huf- 
band* ;  her  perfon  not  devoid  of  attractions,  though  far 
from  beautiful;  and  her  wit,  fenfe,fpirit>  and  behaviour, 
infinitely  above  mod  of  the  females  connected  with 
her  party  ;  fuch  as  the  wife  of  Condorcet,  the  miftrefs 
of  Louvet,  and  the  mother  of  Petion,  who  were  glad 
to  acquire  importance  by  joining  her  coterie.     She 
feems  to  have  pofleffed  a  more  decidedly  republican 
fpirit  than  any  of  Roland's  allocates,  and  diftinguiflied 
herfelf  by   a  never-ceafing  fufpicion  and  malignity 
towards  the  royal  family*     This  might  originate  from 
the  neglect  or  contempt  fhe  had  fuftained  in  her  early 
years,  being  the  daughter  of  a  Parifian  bourgeois  ;  or 
from  her  defpairing  of  ever  attracting  attention  or 
fecuring  the  homage  which  me  confidered  her  due, 

**  In  i 792  (he  was  36  years  old ;  Roland  was  60. 
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tjie  purlieus  of  the  court.     Roland  had  not 
791.^  folicited  a  feat  in  the  aflembly,  becaufe  he  was  not  an 
able  fpeaker ;  and  Eriflbt  always  relied  on  him  as  a  fit 
perfon  to  fill  a  minifterial  fituation,  if  their  party  could 
gain  the  defired  sfcendancy. 

The  chief  fupporters  of  this  junto  in  the  aflerrrbly 
were  marked  by  common  characteriftics ;  a  bold  ftyle 
of  eloquence  unfettered  by  the  regulations  of  de- 
cency, the  reftraints  of  truth,  or  the  rules  of  logic. 
All  fpoke  with  confidence,  all  aimed  at  popularity, 
and  all  at  fome  moments  enjoyed  it ;  but  as  they  ac- 
quired their  popularity  by  momentary  exertions  not 
founded  on  fcience  or  principle,  fo  tthey  forfeited  it 
as  fuddenly  when  their  own  arts  and  arguments  were 
wfed  againft  themfelves.  Such  is  the  general  character 
which  includes  Vergniaud,  Ifnard,  Guadet,  Gen- 
fonne,  and  a  herd  of  others,  whofe  labours  were  highly 
extolled  by  thtir  party,  but  afterwards  only  refcued 
from  oblivion  to  commemorate  occafional  traits  of 
atrocity. 

Condorcet  is  diflinguimed  from  this  herd,  and 
might  perhaps  have  been  confidered  the  head  of  a 
party,  had  his  talents  as  an  orator  been  «qual  to  thofe 
he  difplayed  as  a  writer ;  or  had  his  courage  been 
tqual  to  his  malignity.  He  was  a  true  perfecutor  of 
the  church,  and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  atheiftical 
party,  having  been  the  friend  and  pupil  of  the  old,, 
and  principal  inftru&or  of  the  younger  members.  In, 
other  refpe£U  he  was  not  equally  confident,  having 

been, 
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been  inhisearlier  daysanafliduous  courtier,  though  now  Cnt  V. 
among  tfyeforcmofl  who  endeavoured  by  their  infolence  VT^qT"" 
to  difguft  and  clegrade  the  king.  Ingratitude  prevailed 
in  his  chara&er  more  than  any  other  feature,  except 
cowardice.  He  is  exquifuely  defcribed  by  his  warm 
friend,  madame  Roland  *.  "  The  genius  of  Con- 
dorcet,"  (he  fays,  "  is  equal  to  the  comprehenfion 
of  the  greateft  truths ;  but  he  has  no  other  charafter- 
iftic  befides  fear.  It  may  be  fakl  of  his  undemanding, 
combined  with  his  perfon,  that  he  is  a  fine  eifence 
abforbed  in  cotton.  No  one  will  fay  of  him,  that  in 
a  feeble  body  he  difplays  great  courage ;  his  heart 
and  conftitution  arc  equally  weak.  The  timidity 
which  forms  the  bafis  of  his  character,  and  which  he 
difplays  even  in  company,  on  his  countenance,  and 
in  his  attitudes,  does  not  refult  from  his  frame  alone,  ,  . 
but  feems  to  be  inherent  in  his  foul ;  and  his  talents 
furniih  him  with  no  means  of  fubduing  it.  Thus,  after 
having  deduced  aprincipk,  or  demonftrated  afacl:  in 
the  aflembly,  he  would  give  a  vote  decidedly  oppo- 
fite,  overawed  by  the  thunder  of  the  tribunes,  armed 
with  infults,  and  prodigal  of  threats.  The  propereit 
place  for  him  was  the  fecretaryfliip  of  the  academy. 
Such  men  mould  be  employed  to  write,  but  never 
permitted  to  a£t :  it  is  a  happinefs  to  be  able  to  draw 
fome  utility  from  them  ;  even  that  is  not  to  be  done 
with  all  timid  perfons  ;  in  general  they  are  good  for 
nothing." 

*  AppcJ  ;;  l'iniparU;ilc  Pollc.kjtt,  vol.  II.  p.  30. 
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CH.  V.  Petion,  now  mayor  of  Paris,  was  alfo  a  conftant 
1791.  attendant  at  Roland*s  :  he  was  a  compound  of  pre- 
fumption,  folly,  and  wickednefs  ;  a  tool  to  every  party 
with  which  he  was  connected,  yet  in  himfelf  pofuive, 
headflrong,  and  malignant.  In  the  conftituent  af- 
fembly  he  was  ranked  among  the  loweft  order  of 
thofe  who  endeavoured  to  force  themfelves  into  notice 
by  extravagance :  his  connection  with  the  duke  of 
Orleans  was  well  known  ;  and  as  he  was  confidered  in 
no  other  light  than  one  of  his  hired  agents,  no  fur- 
ther attention  was  paid  to  his  efforts  than  the  views 
of  his  patron  could  command.  The  court  was  fa 
thoroughly  convinced  of  his  folly,  and  had  fo  little 
notion  of  his  wickednefs,  that  their  friends  did  not 
oppofe  his  election  to  the  mayoralty,  judging  him  a 
lefs  npxious  character  than  his  competitor  La  Fay- 
ette  *.  When  inverted  with  that  office,  however,  he 
foon  difplayed  more  of  his  real  character ;  and  in 
time  gave  the  royal  family  abundant  reafon  to  repent 
their  error. 

Danton  was  alfo  at  this  period  a  member  of  the  facr 
tion  at  Roland's  houfe.  He  began  to  make  a  confpi- 
cuous  figure  among  the  clubs,  and  to  form  the  centre 
of  a  low  and  profligate  party,  devoid  of  morals,  and 
eager  for  mifchief.  His  talent  confifted  in  readinefs  of 
fpeech,  and  boldnefs  of  thought  and  diction.  Ever 
intent  on  meafures  adapted  to  the  prefent  exigency, 
he  thought  neither  of  the  paft  nor  the  future  j  hence 

*  See  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  V.  p.  109. 

his 
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his  arguments,  delivered  in  a  ftentorian  voice,  and  CH.  V. 
with  a  ftern  brow, '  were  always  eafily  comprehended  nyi. 
by  his  audience ;  and  as  he  was  never  fcrupulous  in 
his  choice  of  means,  his  fyflems  were  generally  po- 
pular, efpecially  among  the  lower  clafs,  to  whom  he 
moft  frequently  addreifed  himfelf.  Poor  and  fond 
of  debauchery,  he  was  open  to  every  bribe  ;  and  has 
more  than  once  addrefied  the  clubs  in  the  ftyle  of  a 
republican,  in  order  to  gain  a  motion  which  the  mi- 
niftry  had  hired  him  to  make  *  :  but  his  mind  was 
capable  of  great  exertions,  his  thoughts  were  bold 
and  original,  and  he  was  always  diftinguifhed  from 
the  herd  by  the  propofal  of  meafures  and  ufe  of  ar- 
guments from  which  the  timid  would  have  fhrunk 
appalled,  and  of  which  men  devoid  of  a  great  genius 
would  never  have  thought. 

As  fubordinate  characters,  and  to  be  ufed  only  on 
particular  occafions  to  forward  the  views  of  this  party, 
a  rabble  of  low  orators  in  the  aflembly,  bawlei  s  in 
the  clubs  and  meetings  of  the  fe&ions,  paragraph 
makers,  and  people  without  profeflion,  were  fome- 
times  admitted,  though  not  gratified  with  an  inti- 
macy, or  even  received  with  cordiality.  Among 
thefe  were  Chabot,  a  dirty,  debauched,  renegade 
monk ;  Merlin,  a  lawyer  of  Thionville  ;  and  Bazire, 
who  before  the  revolution  was  a  cook,  and  whofe 
character  is  fummed  up  in  four  words,  flupidity,  wick-' 

*  See  Bert  rand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  162. 

edncfs, 
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CH.  V.  ednefs,  treachery,  and  lying  *,  -Thefe  three,  by  their 
conftant  affociation  and  mutual  fupport,  gained  the 
appellation  of  the  Cordelier  Triumvirate  f.  To  thefc 
were  added  Clootz  the  Pruflian,  Camille  Defmoulins, 
Fabre  d'  Eglantine  ;,  Louvet,  a  writer  of  immoral  ro» 
mances,  and  his  miftrefs,  the  wife  of  another  man ; 
Chamfort,  a  man  of  letters,  and  friend  of  Mirabeau ; 
Carra,  Robert,  and  a  whole  tribe  of  news-writers ; 
and  Dorat  Cubieres,  a  miferable  poet  J. 

Robefpierre,  fince  the  termination  of  his  fenatorial 
character,  had  accepted  the  office  of  public  accufer, 
which  he  filled  without  reproach,  and  almofl  without 
notice.  He  was  'ftill  connected,  though  not  inti- 
mately, with  this  faction  ;  he  had  fufEcient  difcern* 
ment  to  perceive  that  they  could  never  achieve  the 
mighty  projects  they  affedted  to  have  formed,  and 
yet  retain  popularity ;  he  faw  through  their  thread- 
bare difguife  of  virtue  an4  ^ifmtereftednefs,  and  was 
forming  a  ftrong  feparate  party  in  the  commune,  and 

*  See  Diftionnaire  des  Hommqs  m^rqpans,  art.  Bazire. 

•f  Their  abfurd  and  profligate  conduit  gave  rife  to  the  following 
lines,  which  were  often  quoted,  even  by  their  own  party  : 
Connoiflez  vous  rien  de  plus  fot, 
due  Merlin,  Bazire,  et  Chabot  ? 
A-t-pn  vu  rien  de  plus  coquin, 
Que  Chabot,  Bazire,  et  Merlin  ? 
Non  :  il  n'exiite  rien  de  pire 
Que  Merlin,  Chabot,  et  Bazire. 

*  See  Les  CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II. 

at 
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it  the  jacobin  club,  backed  by  the  lower  order  of  CH.  V. 
people  in  Paris,  to  fupplant  thefe  intriguers  whenever 
they  had  gained  the  fummit  of  their  hopes.  He  was 
content  to  co-operate  with  them  in  raeafures  tending 
to  proilrate  the  throne,  but  expected  to  rife  on  its 
ruins,  and  precipitate  them  from  the  heights  to  which 
their  ambition  pointed,  but  to  which  they  were,  no 
more  than  himfeif,  to  be  raifed  by  virtue.  Danton, 
and  all  the  cordelier  party,  joined  in  thefe  fentiments ; 
they  were  indignant  at  the  affectation  of  .virtue  which 
diftinguifhed  the  Brifibtines  ;  and  their  pride  was  hurt 
at  the  haughty  referve  with  which  thofe  pretended 
lovers  of  equality  treated  them,  even  when  they  moft 
required  their  fervices.  "  You,  Briflbt,  and,  above  all, 
you,  Petion,"  lays  Camille  Defmoulins,"  conflaiKly 
received  us  haughtily,  fulkily,  and  coldly  ;  you  never 
could  conceal  that  hatred  with  which  our  very  pre- 
fence  infpired  you.  You  ftretched  out  a  finger  to  us, 
but  never  the  hand.  You  did  not  even  think  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  refufe  the  gratification  which  haughty  minds 
derive  from  treating  others  with  iniblence  and  con- 
tempt V 

Thefe  fecret  fentiments  of  difguft  did  not  expofe 
the  party  to  fo  much  danger  as  the  compunction  of 
their  patron  the  duke  of  Orleans.  Alarmed  at  the 
probable  confequences  of  his  conduct,  and  perceiving 
that  projects  were  entertained  by  his  pretended  adher- 

•    llitioryof  the  Brifibtincs,  p.  18. 

ents 
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CH.  V.  ents  incompatible  with  his  hopes  of  advancement,  he 
1791.  made  an  overture  to  M.  Bertrand,  who  procured 
him  an  interview  with  the  king  ;  and  a  reconciliation 
was  fo  far  effected,  that  he  attended  at  a  levee  by  the 
requeftof  his  royal  relative.  Unfortunately  the  royalifts 
affembled  on  the  fame  occafion  were  not  apprifed  of 
the  preceding  tranfa&ions,  and  confidering  his  pre- 
ience  as  an  impertinent,  if  not  malignant,  intrufion, 
treated  him  with  fo  much  indignity,  that  he  left  the 
palace  inflamed  with  redoubled  rancour,  and  vowing 
implacable  revenge  *.  The  feparation  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans  from  the  popular  faction  might  have  occa- 
fioned  difclofures,  attended  with  proof,  which  would 
have  been  highly  beneficial  to  the  crown  ;  and  it 
might  even  have  occafioned  a  quarrel  between  the 
ill-cemented  faction,  who  wanted  not  abundant  mo-, 
tives  of  difagreement. 

Robefpierre  differed  entirely  with  BrifTot  on  his 
favourite  meafure  of  precipitating  hoflilities.  He 
thought  the  public  good  ought  rather  to  be  confider- 
ed,  and  necefiary  eftablifhments  made  j  contended 
that  war  would  flrengthen  and  fix  the  power  of 
La  Fayette  and  the  Feuillans,  and  that  the  nation 
would  be  betrayed.  BriiTot  anfwered  a  fpeech  on  this 
fubject  in  the  jacobin  club,  by  declaring  his  only  fear 
to  be  that  the  nation  would  not  be  betrayed.  He  af- 
terwards explained  his  meaning  more  at  large,  by 

*  Bertram} rs  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  310. 
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treating  war  as  the  only  means  by  which  royalty  CH.  V. 
could  be  abolifhed.  "  My  opponents  were  afraid  of 
a  war  conduced  by  a  king,"  he  obferves:  "  fhort- 
fighted  politicians !  it  was  precifely  becaufe  that  per-r 
jured  king  was  to  direcl:  the  war,  becaufe  he  could  only 
direcl:  it  like  a  traitor;  becaufe  his  treafon  alone  could 
lead  him  to  his  ruin  :  for  thefe  very  reafons  it  was 
neceflary  that  war  fhould  be  made  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  king."  And  in  a  note  on  the  fame 
pafiage,  he  fays,  "  //  was  i/je  abolition  of  royalty  that 
I  had  in  view  luhcn  I  caufed  the  declaration  of  war.  En- 
lightened men  underftood  me  on  the  3oth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1791,  when  anfwering  Robefpierre,  who  was 
always  talking  of  treafons  to  be  apprehended,  I  faid 
my  only  fear  is  that  we  mall  not  be  betrayed :  we 
want  treafons;  in  them  our  fafety  confifts ;  for  ftrong 
dofes  of  poifon  {till  exift  in  the  bowels  of  France,  and 
ftrong  explofions  alone  can  expel  them.  Great  trea- 
fons will  be  fatal  only  to  traitors ;  to  the  people  they 
will  be  ufeful ;  they  'will  make  that  dif appear  'which 
alone  impedes  the  grandeur  of  the  French  nation  — 
Royalty  *." 

This  avowal  throws  a  clear  light  on  the  refolutions 
and  motives  of  the  warlike  fadion ;  they  intended, 
notwithstanding  their  hypocritical  manifefto,  to  mak« 
war  for  the  fake  of  aggrandifement,  and  were  after- 
wards plea  fed  to  fay  that  the  abolition  of  royalty  was 

*  BriiTot  a  tous  Ics  Republicans,  fur  la  Societe  des  Jacobins. 
Brifiot's  Traces,  London  edition,  p.  171. 

a  necef- 
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"'  a  neceffary  medium,  becaufe  they  expefted  from  the 
charafter  of  the  king  or  his  minifters  fome  oppofition 
to  their  convenient  doctrines  refpe&ing  the  obferv* 
ance  of  treaties.  The  conduct  of  the  emperor  was 
far  from  affording  grounds  for  war,  had  not  the 
French  been  (hamelefsly  refolute  in  feeking  them.  He 
had  lince  the  preceding  fummer  made  confiderable  re- 
ductions in  his  army,  difcoiiraged  the  exertions  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  and  retracted  a  refufal  to  receive 
the  French  embaffador,  which  he  had  made  before 
the  king  accepted  the  conftitution,  and  when  he  was 
not  believed  to  be  at  liberty. 

3ift Dec  ^ut  a  difpatch  from  prince  Kaunitz  to 
1791.  the  embafiador  at  Vienna  refpecting  the 
ele&or  of  Treves,  which  was  read  in  the  aficmbly 
on  the  31(1  of  December,  furniihed  the  demagogues 
•with  topics  of  abufe,  which  the  conduct  of  the 
emperor  could  not  fupply.  The  imperial  minifter 
announced  that  the  elector  of  Treves  had  adopted  a 
regulation  for  putting  the  emigrants  under  the  fame 
reftrictkms  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Auftrian  Low- 
countries,  but  claimed  the  aillftance  of  the  emperor 
in  preferving  the  tranquillity  of  his  dates,  which  were 
menaced  with  hoftile  incurfions.  The  emperor  was 
convinced  of  the1  good  intentions  of  the  moft  chriftian 
king,  and  alfo  that  it  was  not  the  intereft  of  France 
to  provoke  hoftilities ;  but  as  daily  experience  gave 
proof  of  the  want  of  (lability  and  preponderance  of 
moderate  meafures,  and  of  a  regular  fubordination  of 

powers, 
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powers,  efpecially  in  the  provinces  and  municipalities,  CH.  V. 
the  emperor  felt  hirnfelf  obliged  by  fiiendfhip  for  the 
eledor  of  Treves,  and  by  his  own  intereft,  to  enjoin 
marfhal  Bender  to  inarch  to  the  dates  of  his  electoral 
highnefs  fpeedy  and  efficacious  fuccours  in  cafe  he 
ihould  be  attacked,  or  even  imminently  threatened 
with  invafion.  The  emperor  was  too  fmcerely  con- 
cerned for  the  well-being  of  France,  aud  general  re- 
pofe  of  Europe,  not  to  deprecate  this  extremity,  and 
the  infallible  conferences  it  would  produce  as  well  on  the 
part  of  the  chief  andjlates  of  the  German  empire >  as  of 
other  fovereigns  IV/JQ  had  united  in  concert  for  the  main" 
tenance  of  public  tranquillity  >  and  thefafety  and  honour 
of  crowns. 

This  (late  paper  was  tranfmitted  to  the  afiembly  ac- 
companied with  a  mefiage  from  the  king,  declaring 
his  aftonimment  at  the  language  ufed  by  the  Auflrian 
minifter,  though  he  could  not  yet  think  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  emperor  hoftile  :  he  might  have  been  de* 
ceived  by  the  elector  of  Treves  refpe&ing  the  ftate  of 
fa&s,  and  the  king  had  written  to  him  renewing  the 
tequifition  for  difperfmg  the  emigrant  forces  in  Treves, 
and  declaring  that  unlefs  that  were  done  by  the  time 
fixed,  nothing  (hould  prevent  him  from  propofing 
to  the  national  aflembly  to  compel  it  by  force  of 
arms  *.  The  king's  letter  was  heard  with  unbounded 
applaufe,  and  the  papers  referred  to  the  diplomatic 
committee. 

*  See  thrfe  document*  in  Rivington'*  Annual  Regifter  for  179*. 
!Hrt  II.  p.*  2^9. 

While 
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CH*  V*  6"th  Jan.     While  the  report  was  preparing,  die  affembly 

1792.      1?9?-  was  authentically  informed  of  the  diperfion  of 

the  emigrants  from  the  electorate  of  Treves,  which  was 

as  complete  as  the  moft  jealous  folicitude  could 
uth.  ,     _J 

delire.      Genionne,    however,    as    reporter 

of  the  committee,  uttered  a  vehement  philippic  againft 
Leopold,  which  was  received  with  great  applaufe,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  Guadet  followed  him,  and 
feizing  an  idea  which  he  had  thrown  out  of  a  con* 
grefs  being  aflembled  to  alter  the  French  conftitution, 
moved  that  every  agent  of  the  executive  power,  every 
Frenchman  who  mould  directly  or  indirectly  take  part 
in  any  congrefs,  the  object  of  which  mould  be  any 
modification  of  the  conftitution,  or  in  any  mediation 
between  the  nation  and  the  rebels,  or  in  any  compo- 
fition  with  the  princes  who  had  pofleflions  in  Alface> 
mould  be  regarded  as  infamous  traitors  to  the  coun- 
try, and  guilty  of  treafon.  This  proportion  was  de- 
creed amid  tumultuous  acclamations,  and  cries  of 
THE  CONSTITUTION  OR  DEATH  !  Oaths  were  taken 
to  maintain  it,  and  the  royal  fanction  was  accom- 
panied with  an  afiurance  of  the  king's  eagernefs  to 
perfect  the  eftablifhment  of  the  conftitution. 

This  decree  formed  the  foundation  of  further  per* 
fecutions  againft  the  emigrants ;  but  the  leading  party 
in  the  aflembly  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  inclina- 
tion indicated  by  the  king  to  feek  tranquillity  by  the 
ufual  modes  of  diplomatic  expoftulation  ;  they  heard 
with  impatience  the  frequent  communications  made 

by 
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by  M.  de  Leflart  of  fatisfaetory  miflives  fromVielina,  CH.  V. 
and  at  length,  on  the  motion  of  Condorcet,  1792. 

voted  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  recapitulating 
divers  inflances  of  the  emperor's  mifconduct ;  and  re- 
quiring that  a  demand  mould  be  made  whether  he  in- 
tended to  live  in  peace  and  good  underftanding,  and 
renounce  all  treaties  and  conventions  directed  againft 
the  fovereignty,  independence,  and  fafety  of  the 
nation  j  in  default  of  full  and  entire  fatisfaction  on 
thefe  points,  filence  or  an  evafive  anfwer  would  be 
confidered  a  declaration  of  war. 

The  king,  in  reply,  remonftrated  with  the 
aflembly  that  their  addrefs  in  the  form  of  a 
decree  trenched  on  his  conftitutional  prerogative  of 
maintaining  political  relations,  and  conducting  nego- 
tiations; the  legiflative  body  could  not  debate  on 
war  till  the  formal  and  neceffary  propofal  had  been 
made  by  him.  Waving,  however,  the  difcufliori  of 
this  point,  he  informed  them  that  upwards  of  a  fort- 
night had  elapfed  fmce  he  demanded  of  the  emperor 
a  pofitive  explanation  of  the  principal  articles  requeft- 
ed  by  them.  Humanity  forbad  the  mixture  of  en- 
thufiafm  in  a  deliberation  on  war,  which  mould  only 
be  determined  on  the  mod  mature  confideration. 
Though  this  firm  and  temperate  meflage  was  deeply 
refented  by  many  members,  they  did  no.  dare  to 
commence  a  difcuflion,  where  they  muft  have  ac7 
knowledged  their  error ;  and  therefore  pafled  to  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Nego- 
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CH.  V.       Negotiations  were  in  the  mean  time  actively  corU 
2792^  ducted  by  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  embaflador  at 

17th      Vienna,  who  obtained  an  explanation  front 

Feb.      prince  Kaunitz,  which  promifed  to  obviate 
the  principal  grounds  of  complaint,  though  the  re- 
flections made  by  that  minifler  on  the  conduct  of  the 
jacobin  party  gave  great  offence  to  their  adherents  in 
the  afiembly.     On  the  points  in  difputej  the  emperof 
and  king  of  Pruffia  maintained  a  perfect  fimilarity  of 
opinion,  which  was  manifefted  by  a  letter 
from  the  count  de  Goltz,  the  Pruflian  charge 
des  affaires  at  Paris,  declaring  that  an  invafion  of  the 
territory  of  the  empire  by  French  troops  could  only 
be  regarded  as  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  whole 
Germanic  body,  and  confequently  his  Pruflian  ma- 
jefly  would,  in  conjunction  with  the  emperor,  oppofe 
it  with  ?11  his  forces.     "While  affairs  were  in  this  fitua* 
tion,  a  temporary  delay  of  negotiation  was  occafioned 

lft  by  the  death  of  the  emperor  Leopold,  who 
March,  expired  after  a  mort  illnefs ;  and  confiderable 
fufpicions  were  entertained,  though  perhaps  unjuflly^ 
that  he  had  been  poifoned  *. 

The  demagogues  in  the  afTembly  perceiving  that 
the  king's  pacific  difpofitions  were  fupported  by  his 
minifters,  refolved  to  effect  a  change  in  the  cabinet. 

*  All  thefe  tranfaftions  are  detailed  from  the  debates,  and  the 
,-ftate  papers,  which  may  be  found  in  Rivmgton's  Annual  Kegifter 
fwr  1791;  part  II* 
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M.  de  Narbonne  and  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville  endea-  CH.  V. 
vouring  to   prefer ve  the  friendfhip  of  the  jacobins    nyz. 
gained  only  their  contempt,  while  M.  Bertrand  and 
M.  de  Leflart  were  expofed  to  their  utmoft  rancour  as 
determined   royalifts,  and  men   who  had  never  de- 
fcended  to  court  the  countenance  of  the  prevailing 
faction.     It  would  be  tedious  to  recapitulate  the  in- 
trigues and  artifices  ufed  by  fome  of  the  minifters  and 
their  patrons  to  gain  a  temporary  preponderance  in  the 
public  favour :  Bertrand  was  denounced  in  the  affembly, 
but  acquitted  himfelf  with  applaufe :  De  Leflart  was 
marked  out  as  a  facrifice  by  the  unrelenting 
Briflbt,  who  purfuing  him  both  in  print  and  in 
the  fenate  with  unceafing  denunciations,  obtained  at 
length  a  decree  of  accufation,  and  an  order  for  fend- 
ing him  to  Orleans  to  be  tried  by  the  criminal  court, 
without  even  permitting  him  to  be  heard  at 
the  bar  *  :    Bertrand  refigned  after  fuftain. 
ing  many  infults  from  thofe  minifters  who  were  moft 
attached  to  the  jacobins  :  M.  de  Narbonne,  known  by 
the  contemptuous   nickname  of  the  linnet,  was  dif- 
mifled  without  being  regretted  by  any  party :  Tarbe, 
minifter  of  finance,  a  quiet  inoffenfi ve  man,  who  owed 
his  rife  to  the  revolution,  without  participating  in,  or 
admiring  its  excefles  ;  Cahier  de  Gerville,  minifter  of 
the  interior,  a  coarfe  brutal  republican,    but  more 

*  He  was  murdered  on  the  loth  of  September  following. 

VOL.  r.  M  fufceptible 
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^CH.  V.  fufceptibje   of  anger  than  prone   to  malice  *  ;    and 

1702.    Duport  du  Tertre,  keeper  of  the  feals,  a  zealous  re- 

volutionift  patronifed  by  La  Fayette  ;  all  found   it 

impoffible  to  retain  their  fituations  after  De 

Leflart's  impeachment  j  and  all  refigned  within 

a  week. 

The  king  now  looked  on  his  fituation  with  agony 
and  defpair  :  he  faw  that  it  was  impoffible  in  his  whole 
dominions  to  find  an  individual  attached  to  his  perfon 
or  government  on  whom  he  could  confer  an  official  fitua- 
tion, without  expofing  that  individual  to  danger,  and 
himfelf  to  reproach.  He  yielded  therefore  to  the  cruel 
exigencies  of  the  times,  and  fele&ed  his  new  cabinet 
from  among  thofe  who  had  been  moft  his  enemies ; 
and  formed  what  is  called  the  jacobin  adminiftration. 

Dumouriez,  fmce  fo  celebrated,  but  then  little 
known,  had,  befides  his  military  fervices,  been  em- 
ployed by  the  minifters  of  JL  ouis  XV.  as  a  fpy  in  Po- 
land, and  intruded  with  feveral  fecret  miffions.  He 
was,  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  commandant 
of  Cherbourg,  and  fuppofed  to  be  attached  to  the 
duke  of  Orleans  ;  he  po defied  a  confiderable  know- 
ledge of  foreign  affairs,  and  wrote  with  fluency  and 
facility  ;  but  he  was  vain,  rafh,  felf-fufficient,  and  un- 
principled. At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  De  Leflart 
fent  fcr  him  to  Paris,  hoping  that  his  influence  with 

*  After  quitting  adminiftration,  he  obtained  the  place  of  public 
acculer,  vacated  by  Robefpierre. 

Genfonnc-j 
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Genfonne,  and  the  ufe  of  his  pen,  would  refcue  him  CH.  V. 
from  fome  of  the  attacks  to  which  he  was  expofed.    1790 
Dumouriez  at  firft  entered  into  his  interefts,  and  ob- 
tained from  him  a  confiderable  fum  to  pay  his  de'ots. 
He  was  foon  afterwards  introduced  into  the  privy-ca- 
binet at  Roland's;  and  adopting,  at  once,  the  morals 
of  that  party,  began  to  attack  inftead  of  fupporting 
his  benefactor.     He  was  now  appointed  ininifter  for 
foreign  affairs. 

M.  Degraves  obtained  the  office  of  minifter  at  war, 
and  thefe  two,  aided  by  Petion,  Rcederer,  Briflbt, 
and  Condorcet,  fele&ed  the  other  members  of  the 
cabinet. 

Lacofle,  who  had  been  commiffaire  ordonnateur  of 
the  marine,  and  afterwards  agent  for  the  colonies, 
was  raifed  to  the  head  of  the  naval  department.  Du- 
ranthon,  an  advocate  of  Bourdeaux,  was  made  mini- 
fter of  juftic-e :  he  was  in  his  -perfonal  character, 
heavy,  indolent,  vain,  loquacious,  and  narrow- 
minded. 

Claviere,  a  banker  of  Geneva,  received  the  fitua- 
tion  of  minifter  of  contributions.  He  was  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  Briflbt,  though  he  had  occafionally 
lent  his  literary  fervices  to  moft  of  the  diftinguifhed 
characters  in  the  revolution :  he  was  banimed  from 
Geneva  for  fedition,  and  is  defcribed  as  a  deceitful, 
malignant  character,  overflowing  with  gall,  very  con- 
fufed,  and  above  all  remarkably  vain,  a  coward,  and 

M  2  a  knave. 
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CM.  V.  a  knave  *.     The  lift  of  minifters  was  completed  by 
1792.   the  appointment  of  Roland  to  the  interior  or  home 
department. 

The  conduct  which  would  be  adopted  by  thefe  new 
minifters  was  confidently  anticipated  from  their  per- 
fonal  characters  and  connections;  andDumouriez  and 
Degraves  gave  an  irrevocable  pledge  of  their  inten- 
tions by  repairing,  immediately  on  their  nomination, 
to  the  jacobin  club,  where  Dumouriez  made  an  ha- 
rangue  from  the  tribune,  with  a  red  woollen  cap,  a 
newly  adopted  emblem  of  fedition,  on  his  head  f. 

An  incident  which  occurred  at  the  period  of  form- 
jng  the  new  miniftry  relieved  France  from  one  active 
adverfary,  and  feemed  a  prefage  of  future  good  for- 

j^k  tune.  The  king  of  Sweden  was  murdered 
March,  at  a  mafked  ball  in  his  palace ;  and  his 
crown  defcending  to  a  minor,  a  period  was  put  to  all 
the  projects  and  preparations  he  had  formed  for  in- 
vading France.  The  afiaflin,  one  Ankaarftrom,  who 
had  formerly  been  an  enfign  in  his  guards,  was  dif- 
covered,  and  put  to  death  ;  but  the  jacobins  of  Paris 
elevated  him  to  the  rank  of  a  hero  and  martyr,  and 
his  name  was  coupled  with  that  of  Brutus  in  their  de- 
clamations, toafts,  and  fongs  J. 

The  new  miniftry,  faithful  to  their  patrons,  the  ja- 

*  Di£lionnaire  dcs  Hommes  marquan?,  art.  Claviere  and  Duran- 
thon;  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VI.  p.  17. 
f  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VI.  p.  1 1 . 
}  Ibid.  vol.  VI.  p.  39.    Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  465. 

cobins, 
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cobins,  employed  all  their  efforts  in  rendering  an  ac-  CH.  V. 
commodation  or  explanation  with  the  fucceflbr  of  17^2. 
Leopold  impoffible ;  they  treated  his  difpatches  as 
evafive,  and  fubmitdng  them  without  difcrimination 
to  the  aflembly,  and  through  them  to  the  prefs,  oc- 
cafioned  fuch  a  feries  of  intemperate  reflexions  on  his 
conduct  and  fentiments,  and  at  the  fame  time  prefled 
on  him  and  his  minifters  with  fo  much  indecent  impe- 
tuoftty  for  anfwei  s,  that  they  found  themfelves  in  a 
month  after  their  nomination  enabled  to  make  a  de- 
claration of  war  popular,  and  to  imprefs  their  adher- 
ents with  fome  opinion  of  its  being  neceflary  *. 

The  fpeech  made  by  the  king  in  recom- 

..       .  «.    ',  .  ,      20th. 

mending  it  to  the  aflembly  was  received  with 

tumultuous  acclamation ;  and  in  the  fame  evening  war 
was  declared  againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia, without  mentioning  Pruflia,  though  the  dif. 
patch  of  count  Goltz  had  already  made  known  the 
determination  of  Frederick- William  to  refent  an  at- 
tack on  the  imperial  dominions. 

At  the  period  when  France  was  thus  eager  to  rum 
into  war,  without  a  motive,  or  a  fufficient  explanation 
of  any  ulterior  project,  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  was 
fuch  as  apparently  to  require  the  utmofl  caution  and 
prudence  to  prevent  the  total  and  incurable  difiblu- 
tion  of  all  focial  order.  Anarchy  prevailed  in  every 
direction,  and  no  clafs  had  fufficient  magnanimity  to 

*  See  the  ftate  papers  in  Rivington's  Annual  Regifter  for  1 79*  j 
part  II.  p.  233  10*42. 

fet 
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CH.  V.  fet  the  example,  or  fufficient  authority  to  enforce  a 
1792.    better  rule  and  fyftem.     The  members  of  the  affembly 
difgraced  their  fittings  by  tumultuousdebates,  unmanly 
reproaches,  and  even  manual  defiances.     Unufed  to 
the  regulations  of  fuperior  life,  they  knew  of  no  re- 
draining  principle  but  force  ;  and  when  the  prefident, 
according  to  the  practice  in  the  conftituent  affembly, 
put  on  his  hat,  or  rang  his  bell,  he  was  himfelf  called 
to  order  by  the  members,  and,  "  Silence  that  bell ; 
— Off  with  your  hat,  Mr.  Prefident,"  were  among  the 
frequent  exclamations  in  the  hall.    Thefe  tumultuous 
fenators   were   themfelves  under  the  control  of  the 
galleries ;  for  as  they  aimed  only  at  popular  accla- 
mation, without  any  expectation  of  refpect,  they  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  without  refiftance  to  all  the  caprices 
of  the  mob,  who,  without  ceremony  or  reftraint, 
overawed,  controlled,  and  interrupted  their  proceed, 
ings.     The  clubs  and  the  mob  knowing  themfelves  to 
be  the  fources  of  popularity  and  power,  and  dignified 
by  abject  flatterers  with  the  abfurd  title  ofthefovereign 
people,  knew  no  bounds  to  their  irifolence ;  and  treated 
with  open  contempt  every  effort  at  retraining  them  : 
they  were  fubject  only  to  the  mandates  of  a  few  fac- 
tious leaders,  who,  by  the  diftribution  of  money  and 
liquor,  knew  Tiow  to  mould^  impel,  and  govern  them. 
The  payment  of  taxes  was  entirely  fuperfeded,  con- 
voys of  grain  and  fpecie,  deflined  for  the  fupply  of 
diftant  parts,  were  flopped  and  plundered  to  fatisfy 
the  exigencies  of  thofe  who  had  been  form&rly  re- 
lieved 
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lieved  by  the  bounty  of  the  great.  The  freedom  of  CH  V. 
worfhip  was  every- where  violated ;  fome  conftituted  i ,  92. 
authorities  fhut  up  the  churches,  though  the  king 
had  not  fan&ioned  the  decree  againft  the  prieftsj  and 
were  extolled  for  their  patriotifm,  while  thofe  who 
in  fuch  emergencies  applied  in  vain  to  the  conftitution 
for  protection,  found  no  refource  but  in  flight,  and 
large  numbers  were  daily  added  to  the  lift  of  emi- 
grants. The  affignats  or  government  fecurides  iflued 
on  the  credit  of  the  lands  of  the  church,  already  cir- 
culated at  a  lofs  of  forty  per  cent  j  bufmefs  ftagnat- 
ed  both  for  want  of  capital  and  encouragement,  and 
every  reafoning  man  who  fpeculated  on  the  ftate  of 
France,  was  convinced  that  npthinglefs  than  madnefs 
could  impel  a  declaration  of  war,  amid  domeftic  weak- 
nefs,  difcredit,  and  diforder. 

Such  were  the  thoughts  of  thofe  who  did  not  per- 
ceive the  deeply-combined  plans  of  the  demagogues, 
now  fupported  and  ably  feconded  by  the  miniftry.  To 
them  the  conftitution  was  odious,  becaufe  it  retained 
a  king  whom  they  had  refolved  at  leaft  to  depofe,  if 
not  to  annihilate  his  authority  -9  but  they  were  too 
prudent  to  let  their  hatred  of  the  conftitution  appear 
in  their  acts.  That  abfurd  farrago,  obtained  at  the 
expence  of  much  ftruggling  and  fo  many  facrifices, 
was  exhibited  to  the  people  as  a  great  acquifition,  in 
refcuing  focial  liberty  from  the  hands  of  defpotifm ;  a 
party  neither  ftrong  nor  refpe&able,  compofed  of  thofe 
who  had  been  in  the  firft  alterably,  the  chief  framers 

of 
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CH.  V.  of  the  conftitution,  were  its  known  defenders,  and  the 
legiflature  found  it  necefiary  to  fwear  to  its  mainte- 
nance till  common  fenfe  was  difgufled  with  their  ridi- 
culoufly  repeated  adjurations'.     The  king,  they  knew, 
had  made  the  conftitution  his  ftudy  and  the  rule  of 
his  practice  j  he  had  even  learnt  it  by  heart,  and  ap- 
plied it  to  the  regulation  of  all  his  actions,  yet  the  po- 
pular faction  did  not  hefitate  to  raife  clamours  againfl 
every  act  of  the  fovereign  which  was  directed  by  that 
code  ;  his  nomination  of  minifters,  his  conduct  with 
refpect  to  the  declaration  of  war,  his  exercife  of  the 
power  commonly  called  the  veto  j  all  thefe  were  made 
conflant  topics  of  public  abufe,  calumny,  and  libels. 
The  defences  of  minifters,  though  perfectly  juftified 
by  the  conftitution,  were  not  more  favourably  received 
by  the  affembly  j  but  it  was   artfully  contrived  to 
praife  and  fwear  to  defend  this  ridiculous  idol,  while 
every  objection  to  its  exiftence  was  ftudioufly  accu- 
mulated,   and  the  people  impelled  to  conduct  and 
refolutions  tending  to  its  inevitable  deftruction.     The 
civil  lift  was  alfo  regarded  with  peculiar  malevolence ; 
the  nation  had  learnt  maxims  of  meannefs  by  rote, 
and  exalted  avarice  into  a  virtue;  and  exclamations 
againft  the  enormous  revenue  referved  to  the  crown 
were  always  fure  of  a  good  reception,  efpecially  when 
mingled  with  endeavours  to  prove  that  liberty  was 
betrayed  by  individuals  bribed  out  of  this   detefted 
civil  lift. 

The  new  minifters  appeared  at  firft  cordially  united, 

and 
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and  highly  gratified  with  their  fituations.     Elevated  Cn.V. 
as  they  were  beyond  the  region  of  their  loftieft  hopes,    1792. 
they  had  abundant  reafon  for  felf-gratuladon  ;  and  as 
the  king  obligingly  condefcended  to  their  humours 
and  manners,  and  even  fan&ioned  their  moft  unrea- 
fonable  demands,  they  could  difcover  no  ground  for 
altercation.     Roland,  an  incorrigible  pedant,  obfti* 
nately  infifted  on  not  changing  his  accuftomed  mode 
of  attire,  but  attended  at   court  with   his  hair  un- 
dreiTed,  in  a  plain  black  fuit,  and  without  buckles  to 
his  moes.     The  guard  at  the  palace,  not  knowing 
his  perfon,  refufed  him  admittance  ;  but  the  kingi 
with   his  accuftomed  good-nature,    difregarded  this 
difrefpe&ful  Angularity,  and  fuffered  him  to  appear 
as  he  pleafed,  without  animadverfion.     Dumouriez 
had  equal  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  :  the  king  and  queen 
treated  him  with  great  condefcenfion ;  and  all  his  de- 
mands of  money  and  patronage  met  with  ready  com- 
<pliance.     He  required  from  the  affembly  a  fum  of  fix 
millions  (262,5007.)  for  fecret  fervice  ;  and  prevailed 
on  the  king  to  allow  Petion  thirty  thoufand  livres 
(13127.  i os.)  a-month  for  regulating  the  police;  a 
fum  which  he  applied,  as  the  king  had  forefeen,  in 
diflemina'ing  libels  againft  his   perfon   and  govern- 
ment.    1'he  king's  conduct  was,  in  fact,  fo  full  of 
condefcenfion   and   mildntfs,    and   his    integrity   fo 
evident,  that  even  Roland  and  Claviere,   the  men 
mod  abfolutdy  devoted  to  his  enemies,  could  not 

permit 
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CH.  v.  permit  themfelves   to  entertain  injurious   thoughts 

1792.    of  him. 

Before  the  declaration  of  war,  this  ftate  of  quie- 
tude fuited  the  views  of  the  jacobin  party  ;  but  when 
that  point  was  obtained,  they  became  anxious  again 
to  embroil  the  king  in  difputes  which  would  en- 
danger his  authority.  For  this  purpofe,  Roland's 
wife,  taking  her  inftructions  from  the  faction,  or  per- 
haps inftigated  by  her  own  malignity,  began  to  re- 
monftrate  with  her  hufband  and  Claviere,  ridiculing 
their  credulity ;  and,  without  pretending  to  advance 
eny  cogent  fact,  reafoned  on  it  as  an  abfolute  im- 
poflibility,  that  a  king  born,  educated,  and  habituat- 
ed to  the  exercife  of  defpotic  power,  mould  ever  be 
reconciled  to  a  conftitution  formed  on  purpofe  to  re- 
ftrain  it.  "  He  muft  be  a  man  infinitely  above  the 
vulgar,"  fhe  malicioufly  obferved,  "  to  be  capable 
of  fuch  an  effort ;  and  if  he  had  been  fuch  a  man,  he 
would  never  have  fuffered  the  events  to  have  taken 
place  which  gave  birth  to  that  conftitution  *." 

The  effect  intended  to  be  produced  by  thefe  rea- 
fonings  was  augmented  and  accelerated  by  the  fpirit 
of  difcord  which  broke  out  among  the  minifters 
themfelves.  Madame  Roland  gave  cabinet  dinners, 
to  which  all  the  minifters  and  the  newfpaper  editors 
in  the  national  affembly  were  invited.  The  acts  and 
intentions  of  government  were  there  fully  difcufled 

*  Ses  OEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II.  p.  81,  82.. 

and 
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and  difclofed,  and  the  next  day  as  certainly  publifhed  CH.  V. 
in  the  papers  of  BrifTot  and  C'ondorcet.  Dumouriez  1792. 
remonftrated  againfl  this  glaring  impropriety  ;  but  the 
uxorious  Roland,  far  from  acceding  to  thejuftice  of 
his  obje&ions,  took  an  early  opportunity  to  make  an 
attack  on  him,  reproaching  him  in  the  prefence  of 
BrifTot  and  Genfonne,  with  his  unguarded  and  irre- 
gular life,  and  with  the  open  profligacy  of  Bonne 
Carrere,  his  confidential  agent  in  office,  who  had 
rendered  himfelf  notorious  for  intrigue,  diffipation,and 
gaming,  and  who  was  accufed  at  that  particular  moment 
of  having  unduly  poflefled  himfelf  of  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres  (4,3757.),  part  of  which  was  received  for 
the  ufe  of  madame  de  Beauvert,  a  woman  of  intrigue, 
who  lived  with  Dumouriez  as  his  miftrefs.  The 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  bore  thefe  remonftrances 
with  impatience,  and  quitting  the  party,  avowed  his 
refolution  never  again  to  fubmit  the  affairs  of  his  office 
to  the  fcrutiny  of  thefe  newfpaper  deputies ;  and  La- 
cofle,  Degraves,  and  Duranthon,  formed  a  fimilar  re- 
folution * . 

Meanwhile  the  war  againfl  the  emperor  had  ac- 
tually commenced,  for  the  meafure  had  been  fo  firmly 
refolved  on  in  France,  that  plans  of  the  campaign  were 
fettled  before  the  emperor  could  form  adequate  prepar- 
ations for  refiftance.  The  general  outline  of  the  cam- 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  394  j  QSuvres  de  Ma- 
.dame  Roland,  vol.  II.  p,  91. 

paign 
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c»-  v^  paign  was,  that  Luckner  mould  occupy  the  defiles  of 
1792.  Porentru  with  the  extremity  of  his  right  wing,  and 
with  his  left  form  a  camp  of  eight  thoufand  men  under 
general  Kellerman  at  Neukirk,  for  the  purpofe  of 
holding  Luxembourg  in  check.  La  Fayette  was  to 
aifemble  at  Longwy  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men  from 
his  right  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Metz,  and  fend 
them  to  take  pofieffion  of  Arlon.  With  the  reft  of 
the  cen  jal  army  he  was  to  attack  Namur  from  Givet, 
and  then  proceed  to  Bruflels  or  Liege.  At  the  fame 
time  general  Biron,  with  ten  thoufand  men  detached 
from  the  army  of  Rochambeau,  was  to  attempt  Mon% 
which  the  Auftrian  general  Beaulieu  defended  with  a 
very  inferior  force ;  and  if  fuccefsful  to  pufh  forward 
to  Bruflels,  endeavouring  to  reach  that  place  while  La 
Fayette  was  before  Namur.  Other  detachmencs  were 
alfo  to  march  from  Lille  towards  Tournay,  and  from 
Dunkirk  towards  Fumes,  for  the  purpofe  of  co-ope- 
ration, and  to  found  the  people  of  Flanders.  AH  the 
officers  defignated  for  thefe  fervices  being  of  inferior 
rank  to  La  Fayette,  he  would,  when  they  united  in 
the  Netherlands,  have  been  chief  in  command  ;  -and 
it  was  intended  to  augment  his  army  to  fixty  thoufand 
men,  that  he  might  achieve  the  conqueft  of  the 
Low-countries,  without  offence  to  Rochambeau  or 
Luckner. 

28th        In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  three  thoufand 
April,   men  marched  from  Lifle  under  Theobald 

Dillon, 
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Dillon,  to  attack  Tournay ;  at  a  fliort  diftance  CH  V. 

20tn»      ^          . 

from  the  town  they  were  oppofed  by  a  fmall  r$2 

body  commanded  by  general  count  Happoncourt, 
who  commenced  a  diftant  cannonade.  Hardly  had 
a  dozen  mot  been  fired,  when  the  French  cavalry 
broke  through  the  infantry,  exclaiming  that  they 
were  betrayed,  and  fled  to  Lifle,  while  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  infantry,  leaving  behind  them  their  ar- 
tillery and  baggage.  On  their  arrival  in  Lifle,  they 
(hewed  as  much  ferocity  as  they  had  before  difplayed 
cowardice  :  they  firfl  murdered  fix  Tyrolian  rangers, 
whom  they  had  taken  prifoners ;  then  venting  furious 
clamours  againfl  their  own  officers,  they  feized  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Berthois  of  the  engineers,  and  fufpend- 
ing  him  with  his  head  downwards,  amufed  themfelves 
with  mooting  him  through  the  body.  While  they  were 
uttering  fanguinary  menaces  againft  Rochambeau,  and 
all  the  nobles  in  the  army,  and  fatiating  their  brutality 
on  the  mangled  remains  of  Berthois,  Dillon  arrived 
wounded,  and  drawn  in  a  cabriolet.  He  was  im- 
mediately ilain  with  the  bayonets  of  his  own  troops, 
his  limbs  burnt  in  a  fire  kindled  for  the  purpofe  in 
the  market-place,  the  foldiers  dancing  around,  yell-  i 
ing  like  favages ;  his  heart  was  torn  from  his  bo- 
dy, and  fent  to  one  of  his  female  relatives  who 
had  been  fix-and-thirty  hours  confined  in  a  damp 
cellar,  though  delivered  of  a  child  on  the  very 
morning  of  the  murder;  and  me  was  told  either 

to 
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CH.  V.  to  _  allay  her  hunger  with  that  horrible  aliment  or 
1792.    ftarve  *. 

About  the  fame  time  Biron  proceeded  againft  Mons, 
taking  porTefllon  of  Quievrain,  where  he  left  a  battalion 

of  national  guards  to  preferve  the  poft.     At 

Mons,  general  Beaulieu  occupied  with  his 
fmall  force  a  pofition  fo  judicious,  that  Biron,  who  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  march  had  not  been  joined  by  a 
fingle  peafant,  or  received  any  intelligence,  expected 
to  have  been  attacked.  While  awaiting  events,  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  Dillon's  failure,  and  prepared 
to  retreat,  but  the  fatigue  and  diforder  of  his  troops 
obliged  him  to  poflpone  it  till  the  morning.  In  the 
night,  however,  two  regiments  of  dragoons  mounted, 
without  orders,  and  began  a  precipitate  flight  j  the 
general,  endeavouring  in  vain  to  arreft  their  progrefs, 

was  hurried  a  league  in  the  impetuous  throng. 

Thofe  who  remained  divided  their  efforts  be- 
tween a  confufed  attack  and  diforderly  retreat,  neither 
conducted  with  judgment,  and  both  attended  with 
lofs ;  the  Auftrians  not  only  repulfed  their  affault,  but 
made  prize  of  their  camp,  baggage,  and  military 
eheft,  purfuing  the  fugitives,  who  endeavoured  to 
cover  their  own  infamy  with  clamours  of  treafon 

*  This  laft  faft  was  recorded  in  Rivington's  Annual  Regifter  (or 
1792>  Fart  !•  P-  4°4>  on  ^e  authority  of  a  relation  of  general 
Dillon,  who  went  to  Lifle  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  inveftigating 
this  horrible  event. 

againft 
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againft  their  officers  into  France,  and  not  defifting   CM.  V. 
from  the  chace,  till  checked  by  a  fuperior  force  ad-    1792. 
vanced  againft  them  by  Rochambeau.     Carle,  who 
*was  difpatched  with  a  fmall  force  towards  Fumes  to 
acquaint  himfelf  with  the  difpofition  of  the  people,, 
advanced  without  impediment  or  encouragement,  till 
intelligence  of  the  failure  of  the  other  generals  made 
him  return  to  Dunkirk. 

At  the  fame  period  La  Fayette  made  his  attempt  on 
Namur.  Although  his  orders  compelled  him  to  ad- 
vance fuddenly,  and  while  his  troops  were  fuffering 
under  many  wants,  he  executed  a  march  of  a  hun. 
dred  and  fixty-fix  miles  in  five  days,  and  reached 
Givet  at  the  appointed  time.  The  difcomfiture  of  the 
northern  army  depriving  him  of  all  hope  of  co-opera- 
tion, he  contented  himfelf  with  eftablifhing  a  frontier 
poft  at  Givet,  where  he  remained  in  inactivity,  vo- 
luntarily relinquifhing  the  object  of  the  campaign, 
and  contented  with  protecting  a  band  of  malecontents 
from  Liege  and  Brabant,  who  called  themfelves  "  the 
Belgic  Congrefs,"  iflued  libels  againft  their  fovereign, 
but  brought  neither  ftrength  nor  credit  to  the  French 
caufe.  La  Fayette  is  feverely  cenfured  for  this  con- 
duct, and  his  prudence  has  been  expofed  to  many  far- 
caftic  comments.  He  was  ftrong  enough,  it  is  faid, 
to  have  taken  Nainur,  and  the  defeats  before  Mons 
and  Tournay  ought  rather  to  have  excited  than  de- 
terred him,  as  the  credit  of  the  campaign  could  then 
only  be  retrieved  by  his  fuccefs. 

The 
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CH.  V.  The  firfl  plan  of  a&ive  hoftility  was  thus  totally 
1792  fruftrated,  and  the  miniftry  confiderably  alarmed  : 
comparing  the  fimilar  circumftances,  and  particularly 
the  exclamations  of  fugitive  foldiers  in  the  corps  both 
of  Biron  and  Dillon,  they  could  not  doubt  of  the 
exiftence  of  treafon,  but  knew  not  to  whom  they 
mould  impute  it  *.  The  intelligence  fpread  confu- 
fion  and  alarm  in  Paris,  and  increafed  to  an  incon- 
ceivable height  the  fermentation  and  irritability  of 
parties.  Rochambeau  refigned  ;  and,  to  the  great 
difappointment  of  La  Fayette,  who  employed  all  his 
intereft  to  be  nominated  his  fucceflbr,  the  command 
was  given  to  Luckner.  Degraves  alfo  vacated  the 
office  of  minifter  at  war,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Ser- 
van,  a  man  feledted  by  and  devoted  to  the  junto  at 
madame  Roland's,  and  who  joined  with  the  affe&ed 
plainnefs  and  integrity  of  that  party,  all  the  pride, 
felnfhnefs,  ambition,  and  love  of  intrigue,  by  which 
they  were  diflinguifhed. 

Dumouriez,  though  no  longer  fupported  by  the 
journals  devoted  to  his  colleagues  in  office,  cour- 
ageoufly  avowed  himfelf  the  projector  of  the  plans 
which  hr;d  been  fo  unfuccefsful  ;  and  although,  at 
nrft,  nearly  overwhelmed  by  the  confluence  of  par- 

*  Briflbt  had  not  then  made  his  avowal  that  he  was  only  afraid 
there  would  be  no  treafon,  and  that  treafon  was  effential  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  politics.  For  the  events  in  general,  fee  the  Life  of  Du- 
mouriez, vol.  II.  p.  286,  and  299;  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VJ. 
p.  134- 

ties 
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ties  againfl  him,  regained  the  good  opinion  of  the    CH.  V. 
public,  and  had  even  the  hardiheod  to  propofe  a  new  *     ^ — ' 
fcheme  of  offenfive  operation,  founded  like  the  former 
on  the  expectation  of  an  infurre&ion  in  the  Nether- 
lands. 

The  Auftrians  having  in  this  time  collected  a  more 
effective    force    for   defence   of    their   frontier,   La 
Fayette  repaired   to   Valenciennes    to   confult   with 
Luckner,  and  with  Rochambeau,  who  had  not  yet 
quitted  his  pofition.     "While  they  were  thus    17th 
aflembled,   the  poft  of  Bavay,  between  Va-    May. 
lenciennes  and  Maubeuge,   was  furprifed   by   three 
thoufand  Auftrians  ;  all  the  French  infantry  ftationed 
there  were  made  prifoners,  and  a  quantity  of  forage 
feized.     It  was  in  confequence  determined  that  La 
Fayette  mould  change,  his  head-quarters  from  Givet 
to  Maubeuge,  and  apply  to  government  for  a  rein- 
forcement.    For  this  purpofe  he  difpatched  two  aides 
de  camp,  meflieurs  La  Colombe  and  Berthier,  to  Paris : 
the  minifter  at  war,  inftead  of  taking  their  requeft 
into  confideration,  referred  them  to  Roland  ;  and  he 
not  only  refufed  their  demand,  but  commenced  an 
angry  correfpondence  with  La  Fayette,  tending  to  im« 
peach  both  his  courage  and  patriotifm. 

During  this  paper  war  general  Sztaray  at- 
tacked M.  Gouvion,  who  had  aflumed  a  po- 
fition at   Hemptinne  in  the  territory  of  Liege,  and 
drove  him  into  Philippeville,  with  the  lofs  of  three; 
VOL.  i.  N  pieces 
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pieces  of  cannon.     La  Fayette,  in  moving  his 
army  towards  Maubeuge,  took  Beaumont,  and 
placed  four  thoufand  men  at  Betigny,  Bercilly,  Mar- 
cieux,   and   Grifnelle,   while  Luckner  alarmed    the 
Auftrians  from  Valenciennes.  But  thefe  again 
furprifed  M.  Gouvion,  who  was  ftationed  at 
Grifnelle,  killed  him,  and  drove  his  troops  under  the 
walls  of  Maubeuge,  La  Fayette  making  no  effort  for 
their  relief. 

Mean  while  Luckner  filed  off  towards  Lifle,  for 
the  purpofe  of  invading  Flanders,  having  previoufly 
eftablifhed  a  camp  of  five  thoufand  men  at  Maulde  on 
the  Scheldt,  to  menace  Tournay ;  and  another  at  Cy- 
foing,  where  fixing  the  attention  of  the  Auftrians,  he 
awaited  the  event  of  the  irruption  which  General 
Carle  was  making  from  Dunkirk,  at  the  head  of  fix 
thoufand  men. 

Carle  fpeedily  patting  through  Fumes,  en- 
tered Ypres ;  and  Luckner,  at  the  fame  time, 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Menin,  with  an  army  amount^ 
ing  to  about  twenty-five  thoufand  men.  From  Menin 
he  proceeded  to  Courtray,  and  Deynfe,  threatening 
Oudenard  and  Ghent,  where  his  approach  was  in- 
vited by  flight  popular  commotions ;  but  in  his  whole 
progrefs  no  effectual  indication  of  a  popular  fentiment 
in  favour  of  France  had  ferved  to  encourage  the  ex, 
pe&ation  of  an  infurre&ion.  Luckner  being  thus 
difappointed,  was  obliged  to  draw  back  as  far  as 
Harlebeck,  and  fent  to  Paris  to  fplicit  reinforce. 

ments ; 
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ments ;  the  Auftrian  general,  Beaulieu,  in  the  mean  c«- v- 
time,  advancing,  by  rapid  marches,  drove  him  nw 

from  Harlebeck ;  and  on  the  29th  of  June 
compelled  him  to  retire  into  Courtray  ;  which  place 
the  French  alfo  evacuated,  after  having  in  a  dif- 
graceful  and  unmilitary  manner  burnt  the  fuburbs. 
They  now  re-entered  their  own  territory  in  difcom- 
fiture,  and  with  this  unfuccefsful  attempt  terminated 
the  fecond  project  of  an  offenfive  campaign. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Calumnies  again/}  the  Royal  Family — Pretended  Auftrian 
Committee — Argument  of  Sri/Jot— Fury  of  the  People 
—  Views  of  the  Factious — Efforts  of  the  Kings  Friends 
— Miffion  of  Mallet  du  Pan,  andpropofed  Manifefto—* 
Confirmed  Divifion  in  the  Miniftry — Exertions  of  the 
popular  Fa  ft  ion — Formation  of  the  Con/iitutional  Guard 
—-Denounced  by  Bazire — Manoeuvres  of  Roland,  Ser- 
•uan,  and  Claviere—Oppofed  by  Dumouriez,  Lacojie, 
andDuranthon — Roland  procures  a  new  Decree  againjt 
nonjuring  Priejts — And  for  forming  a  Camp  of  twenty 
thoufand  Men  near  Paris — The  King  refufes  his  Sane- 
tion  to  both — -Madame  Roland's  infolent  Letter — Ro* 
land,  Ser-van,  and  Ctaviere,  difmijjed — New  Mini/try 
— Examination  of  the  Condutt  of  Dumouriez —  Th? 
ejefted  Minijlers  write  to  the  AJJembly — Decree  in, 
their  Favour — *Vifit  ofDumouriez  to  the  Affembly — His 
Reception  and  magnanimous  Behaviour — His  treachery 
towards  the  King — New  Miriiftry — Plots  of  the  'Ja- 
cobins— Plans  of  the  Roy ali/ls — Letter  from  La  Fayette 
to  the  Affembly — Proceedings  there — And  at  the  yaco* 
bin  Club — Letter  from  La  Fayette  to  the  King — Exa* 
jnination  of  that  General's  Con  duel — Arrival  of  the 
filarfeillois  in  Paris — Preparations  for  an  Jnfurrecr 

tion 
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tion—Its  Commencement— Armed  Petitioners  admitted 
to  the  AJfembly — Their  Petition— And  ProceJJion — 
They  break  into  the  Palace — Heroic  .Behaviour  of  the 
King — £>ueen — And  Princefs  Elizabeth— Conduft  of 
the  AJfembly— And  of  Petisn—The  Palace  cleared — 
Fulfe  Account  given  by  Petion  to  the  Legi/lature — Ge- 
neral Indignation — Proclamation — Defpondency  of  the 
King — Exertions  of  the  Faftious — Indignation  of  the 
Army — La  Fayette's  ineffectual  Vifit  to  the  AJJembly — 
And  Departure  in  Difgrace — Camp  at  Soiflbns  voted — 
Preparations  for  a  Motion  by  Briffbt—Abjuratim  of 
Republicanifm  and  Ariftocracy  by  the  'whole  AJfimbly — 
The  Members  agree  to  forget  all  Quarrels — The  King 
received  with,  unufual  Acclamations — New  Topics  of 
Diffenfion  ajjtduoujly  promoted — Sufpenjion  of  Petion 
and  Manuel — The  King  offers  to  refer  their  Conduct 
to  the  AJfembly — Who  refufe  the  Reference — Brijfot's 
Speech  to  prove  that  the  King  had  forfeited  the  Crown — 
Referred  to  a  Committee — Report — And  Refignation  tf 
the  Mini/lers— The  King  confirms  the  Sufpenjion  .of 
Petion  and  Manuel — Which  is  removed  by  the  AJJem- 
bly — The  Directory  of  the  Department  refign— Ar- 
rival of  Federes  with  incendiary  Petitions — Rumours 
of  Plots — Confederation. 

W  H1LE  the  war  againft  foreign  powers  was  con-  CH.  VI". 
du&ed  with  fuch  confpicuous  difgrace  and  ill  fuccefs, 
that  which  the  Jacobins  were  waging  againft  the  king 
and  conftitution  was  attended  with  more  encouraging 

refults. 
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CH.  VI.  refults.  The  enemies  of  the  king  and  queen  had  propa- 

^""T — ~tm       -^J 

gated  fuch  a  feries  of  fictions  refpecting  their  principles 
and  conduct,  that  no  explanation  or  evidence  of  their 
good  intentions  could  imprefs  on  the  public  a  belief  of 
their  inclination  to  regulate  their  conduct  by  the  con- 
flitution.  They  were  known  to  be  deeply  injured, 
and  it  was  perceived  that  they  were  not  fufficiently 
degraded  tamely  to  endure  offenfive  familiarity  and 
naufeous  infolence  j  and  therefore  it  was  inferred  that 
implacable  revenge,  and  treacherous  r  oje&s,  muft  oc- 
cupy their  thoughts. 

On  the  bafis  of  thefe  furmifes  a  fiction  was  invented 
of  a  fecret  committee^  compofed  of  members  of  the 
royal  family,  miniflers  of  ftate,  priefts,  and  ex-nobles, 
meeting  at  the  apartments  of  madame  de  Lamballe, 
to  concert  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution,  and  re-eftabh'fl> 
ment  of  the  ancient  fyftem :  they  were  feigned  to  de- 
rive their  inflruftions  and  expectations  of  fupport  from 
the  imperial  cabinet,  and  were  therefore  called  the  Auf- 
trlan  Committee.  Againft  this  pretended  cabinet  the 
garden  and  tavern  orators,  the  news-writers,  and  the 
incendiaiies  of  the  affembly,  united  their  efforts  j  the 
cordelier  triumviiate,  Merlin,  Chabot,  and  Bazire, 
denounced  it ;  and  even  Briflbt  undertook  to  prove  its 
exiflence  and  influence,  though  in  the  at- 
tempt  he  proved  only  his  own  malice  and 
difregard  of  truth.  He  laid  down  as  a  principle  an 
axiom  which  was  afterwards  moft  (everely  applied 
againft  himfelf;  "  that  in  confpiraeies  it  is  abfurd  to 

call 
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call  for  demondrative  facts  and  judicial  proofs :  it  is  CH.  VI. 
fufficient  that  there  exift  ftrong  probabilities**"  1702 

Thefe  calumnies  continually  animated  the  fury  of 
the  populace ;  execrations  of  the  king  and  queen  were 
not  confined  to  felecT:  parties,  or  even  to  promifcuous 
meetings,  but  their  very  refidence  was  fele&ed  as  the 
fitted  fpot  for  the  utterance  of  the  grofleft  abufe,  and 
for  infulting  thofe  who  retained  appearances  of  refpect 
for  the  king  and  his  family.  Thefe  atrocities  wer« 
feelingly  defcribed  by  the  queen,  in  converfation  with 
Dumouriez.  "  I  am  quite  difconfolate,"  /lie  faid  ;  "  I 
dare  no  longer  approach  the  windows  that  look  into 
the  garden.  Yefterday  evening,  when  I  appeared  at 
that  oppofite  the  court,  to  breathe  a  little  frem  aii\  a 
cannoneer  of  the  national  guard  feized  the  opportunity 
to  overwhelm  me  with  grofs  infults;  adding,  by  way 
of  conclufion,  '  what  pleafurc  it  would  give  me  to  have 
your  head  Jluck  on  the  point  of  my  bayonet  /'  In  this 
frightful  garden  you  fee  in  one  place  a  man  mounted 
on  a  chair,  and  reading  the  mod  horrible  calumnies 
againft  us  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice  ;  in  another  you 
perceive  an  officer,  or  an  abbe,  dragged  towards  a 
bafon  of  water,  and  overwhelmed  with  injuries  and 
blows ;  and  during  all  this  fome  play  at  football,  or 
walk  about,  without  the  lead  concern.  What  a  ha- 
bitation! what  a  people  !t"  Prud'homme,  a  Jacobin 

journalid, 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  v.  I.  p.  343. 

f  See  Life  of  Dumouriez,  v.  II.  p.  207  ;  Necker  on  the  Revo- 
hition,  v.  I.  p.  343  3  Moore's  View,  v.  IJ.  p.  470.  A  fong  which 

was 
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CH.  VI.  journalift,  and  bookfeller,  after  difieminating  moft 
1792  inuring  and  anti-religious  libels,  under  the  title  of 
les  Crimes  des  Rois,  and  les  Crimes  des  Papes,  announced 
by  porting  bills  at  the  very  entrance  of  the  aflembly, 
that  he  would  fpeedily  publifh  a  work,  entitled  "  Crimes 
of  the  Queens  of  France,  from  the  earlieft  Times  down 
to  Marie  Antoinette  inclufive."  But  a  complaint 
againft  this  audacious  advertifement  met  with  little 
'notice  from  the  aflembly*.  Nor  were  the  fufferings 
of  the  royal  family  confined  to  infults  from  the  favage 

was  very  common  throughout  the  kingdom,  was  often  fung  in  the 
queen's  hearing,  and  began  with  the  following  calumny  againft 

her  : 

Madame  Veto  avoit  promis 

De  faire  egorger  tout  Paris, 
Mais  fon  coup  manquoit 
Grace  aux  canoniers,  &c. 

The  name  Veto  had  been  applied  to  her  and  to  the  king  ever  fince 
the  conftituent  aflembly  had  left  them  that  melancholy  veftige  of 
royal  power. 

*  Prud'homme  did,  in  fac~V,  publifli  the  work  :  he  was  author,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  of  an  inflammatory  journal,  called 
Its  Resolutions  de  Paris ;  in  which  he  often  exceeded  the  views  of 
the  moft  ftrenuons  friends  of  infurrection  :  the  motto  of  his  paper 
was  a  quaint  incendiary  pun—"  Les  grands  ne  font  grands,  que 
parceque  nous  fonrmes  a  genaux — LEVONS  NOUS."  In  1797  he 

'  began  to  delcribethe  horrors  he  had  witnefled,  and  in  part  excited, 
in  a  publication  often  quoted  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  called 
"  Hi/loire  Generate  et  impartiale  des  Erreurs,  des  Fautes,  et  des  Crimes 
comrnis  pendant  la  Revolution.  It  was  at  firft  fupprefled  by  the 
French  government,  but  afterwards.contiuued.,  and  publiihed  in  fix 

•   volumes  8vo. 

licentioufnefs 
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licentioufnefs  of  the  multitude ;  they  were  hindered  CH.  VI. 
in  their  own  apartments  from  receiving  thofe  who 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  them,  and  compelled 
to  endure  the  prefence  of  perfons  employed  as  fpies  on 
their  conduct,  and  who  were  not  even  endowed  with 
fufficient  addrefs  to  conceal  their  odious  miffion  *. 

Many  of  thefe  infults  were  doubtlefs  contrived  in 
hopes  of  compelling  the  king  again  to  quit  the  capi- 
tal, and  by  abdicating  the  crown,  leave  the  contriv- 
ance of  a  new  government  to  the  ftruggle  of  factions, 
or  the  decifion  of  chance ;  but  Louis  had  fludicd  the 
conftitution,  with  the  honeft  view  of  guiding  himfelf 
entirely  by  its  fanctions,  and  could  not  refolve  by  his 
own  act  to  be  any  thing  lefs  than  king  of  France. 
Many  meafures  were  fuggefled,  and  occafionally  prac- 
tifed  by  his  friends,  for  purchafing,  dividing,  or  mif- 
leading  his  enemies  ;  but  thefe  were  only  expedients, 
reforted  to  for  momentary  purpofes,  and  abandoned  or 
disclaimed  after  a  mort  experiment :  they  were  tem- 
porary barriers  againft  a  partial  irruption  ;  while  the 
fwelling  tide  of  jacobinifm,  gathering  and  roaring  on 
every  fide,  threatened  the  inevitable  deftruction  of 
monarchy  and  the  conftitution.  Many  oppofite,  or 
at  lead  incongruous,  fchemes  were  prefented  to  the 
king's  choice  ;  and  every  one  whofe  project  was  re- 
jected, attributed  the  alarming  pofture  of  affairs  to 
that  circumftance.  Sometimes  the  orators  of  the  ja- 

.  *  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  a8j  ;  Moore's  View, 
v.  II.  p.  439. 
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CM.  VI.  cobin  club  were  to  be  bribed  from  the  civil  lift  ;  and 
i7y2.  even  tne  l°weft  °f  the*1"  retainers  advanced  to  the 
higheft  offices  *  :  fometimes  plans  were  laid  for  turn- 
ing the  arms  of  the  enemy  againft  themfelves,  by  fe- 
curing  or  mifleading  the  people  in  the  galleries  of  the 
^flembly :  fome  were  for  profecution  and  complaint 
on  every  occafion ;  others  for  a  mild  and  conciliatory 
demeanour,  leaving  the  factious  to  purfue  their  own 
courfe  till  their  enormities  mould  excite  general  in- 
dignation, and  fo  impel  the  people  to  wifh  for  a  re- 
form f. 

In  confequence  of  the  misfortunes  attending  the 
armies,  the  king  was  alarmed  left  the  populace,  con- 
fidering  the  emigrants  an  integral  part  of  the  imperial 
forces,  mould  revenge  themfelves  on  the  nobles  and 
priefts  ftill  remaining  in  Paris.  To  prevent  thefe 
events,  or  a  civil  war,  Louis  deputed  M.  Mallet  du 
Pan,  a  learned  Swifs,  zealoufly  attached  to  his  inte- 
refts,  to  negotiate  with  the  emperor,  and  exhort  the 
French  princes  to  avoid  giving  groimds,  by  a  hoftile 
concurrence,  for  making  the  prefent  a  civil  war ;  and 
recommended  them  to  confign  their  interefts  to  his 

*  Collot  d'Herbois,  who  had  been  hifled  off  a  provincial  ft  age, 
a§  an  intolerable  a£tor,  and  was  afterwards  horribly  celebrated  in 
the  annals  of  murder,  expected,  and  was  grievouily  difappointed  at 
Ictmg  the  fituation  of  minifter  of  juflice.  See  Diftionnaire  deft 
Hommes  marquans,  article  Collot  d'Herboii;  Prud'homme/Yol.IV. 
p.  64. 

f  See  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs— Paflim. 

care, 
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care,  and  that  of  the  foreign  contending  couits,  when  CH.  Vf. 
the  peiiod  for  treating  of  them  mould  arrive  :  any  ^^ 
other  conduct  would  endanger  himfelf  and  family, 
and  caufe  a  maflacre  of  the  royalifts.  He  requefted 
that  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  might  frame  a 
manifefto  for  themfelves  and  other  ftates  who  might 
have  entered  into  the  confederacy,  diftinguiihing  the 
jacobins  from  the  reft  of  the  nation,  and  encouraging 
all  who  wifhed  for  rational  liberty  under  a  monarchy 
limited  by  law.  It  was  alfo  to  ftate,  that  the  war  was 
directed  againft  a  faction  deftructive  of  fociety,  and 

t  ** 

not  againft  the  Fretf  'v  people  j  in  defence  of  legal 
governments- ••"  •<*  '*"  aons,  againft  a  furious  anarchy, 
deftructive  ol  <*i«  ties  of  focial  intercourfe,  and  all  com- 
pacts protective  of  liberty,  peace,  and  public  fafety. 
It  was  to  remove  all  fear  of  difmemberment,  and  dif- 
claim  the  right  of  impofing  laws,  but  energetically  to 
declare  the  aflfembly,  adminiftrative  bodies,  muni- 
cipalities, and  minifters,  individually  refponfible  in 
their  perfons  and  property  for  ail  outrages  againft  the 
king,  queen,  and  family,  and  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perty of  all  citizens.  The  foreign  powers  were  to  de- 
clare themfelves  ready  to  treat  for  peace,  but  it  mud 
be  with  the  king  at  full  liberty:  acongiefs  might  then 
be  formed  for  difcufling  the  different  interefts ;  the 
emigrants  be  admitted  as  parties  complaining ;  and  a 
general  plan  of  reform  negotiated  under  the  aufpices 
and  guaranty  of  the  foreign  powers  *. 

*  See  Bcrtrand's  Annals,  v.  VI.  p.  too;  afcd  his  Private  Me- 
moirs, r.  II.  p.  186. 

The 
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CH.  VI.  The  duTenfions  between  the  minifters  had  now 
~"~1792  Broken  forth  in  open  divifion ;  Servan  adhering  to  Ro- 
land and  Claviere,  while  Dumouriez,  Lacofle,  and 
Duranthon,  by  a  more  refpe&ful  demeanour,  gained 
the  king's  confidence ;  and  had  their  powers  been  ho- 
neftly  exerted,  might  have  afforded  him  effectual  pro- 
tection. The  popular  party  in  the  affembly  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  exafperating  the  people  on  the  refufal  of  a 
fanction  to  the  decrees  againft  priefls  j  and  the  courfe 
of  the  war  expofed  the  emigrants  to  increafed  hatred. 
The  veto  was  rendered  odious  by  repeated  declama- 
tions ;  and  petitions  were  ra^-'ably  received,  which 
complained  of  the  abfurdity  of  •$•.  th^iU^Vg  °ne  man  to 
paralyfe  the  will  of  fix-and-twertfy  A«^,.^s. 

A  new  topic  for  clamour  againfl  the  monarch  arofe 
in  the  formation  of  a  conftitutional  guard  for  his  pa- 
lace; themeafure  was  preceded  by  numerous  reports 
.of  his  intention  again  to  efcape,  and  a  propofition 
of  an  additional  oath,  binding  them  in  no  cafe  what- 
ever to  act  againft  the  conftitution  *.  Their  number 
was  fixed  at  twelve  hundred  foot,  and  fix  hundred 
horfe ;  but  on  their  firft  attendance  the  national  guards 
infifled  fo  ftrenuoufly  on  retaining  the  moft  important 
Stations,  that  the  king  found  himfelf  obliged  to  com- 
ply with  the  demand,  to  fave  his  new  guards  from  maf- 
facrejand  although  he  had  received  an  additional 
force  for  the  apparent  purpofe  of  protecting  his  per- 
fon,  he  was  more  than  ever  expofed  to  rudenefs  and 

*  See  Bertrand's  Annals,  v.  V.  j\.  545, 

infult, 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  179 

infult;  of  which  thefe  national  guards  were  ever  moft  Cu.  VT. 
ready  to  fet  the  example.  173%, 

Yet  the  conftitutionai  guard,  organifed  as  it  was, 
did  not  efcape  the  jealoufy  of  the  jacobins.    Bazire  at- 
tempted to  prove  their  diflblution  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary,  falfely  affirming  that  they 
were  for  the  greater  part  refractory  priefts,  perfons 
returned  from  Coblentz,  and  their  fervants  j  that  in 
the  orgies  of  their  officers  the  healths  of  meflieurs 
D'Artois,    Conde,    and   Lambefc,  were  given  with 
thofe  of  the  king  and  queen ;  and  that  a  white  flag, 
given  by  her  majefty,  was  concealed  in  their  barracks. 
On  this  impudent  and  abfurd  denunciation  the  af- 
fembly  ordered  the  Paris  guard  to  be  doubled,  de- 
creed their  fitting  permanent,  and  directed  the  mayor 
to  give  daily  accounts  of  the  ftate  of  the  capital :  the 
municipality  alfo  formed  a  permanent  fitting  ;    and 
Petion  continued  reporting  the  ftate  of  Paris  in  the 
fame  words,  till  general  ridicule  and  contempt   had 
followed  the  detection  of  the  impofture. 

Roland,  Servan,  and  Claviere,  founded  on  thefe 
circumftances  a  plan  for  promoting  the  views  of  their 
faction.  Madame  Roland  had  already  fuggefted  the 
neceffity  of  removing  Dumouriez,  in  order  to  fecure 
their  own  power  *  j  and  Guadet,  at  one  of  the  cabinet 
dinners,  introduced  a  long,  harm,  infolent  letter,  in 
which  the  fix  minifters  mould  require  the  king  to  dif- 
mifs  his  nonjuring  confeflbr.  Dumouriez  and  La- 

*  CEuvresde  Madame  Roland,  v.  II.  p.  93. 

cofte 
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CH.VI.  cofte  refuting  to  concur,  Guadet  withdrew  theepiule, 
a  threat  that  the  proportion  fhould  fpeedily  be 
renewed.  From  this  time  daily  attacks  were  made  on 
Dumouriez,  Lacofte,  and  Duranthonj  in  the  popular 
journals ;  and  in  a  paper  called  the  Thermometer, 
printed  under  Roland's  own  roof,  the  minifterial  con- 
verfations  were  grofsly  mifreprefented,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  calumniating  the  three  miniflers,  and  the 
king.  The  cabinet  was  in  confequence  irreparably  di- 
vided, and  the  cuftom  of  dining  together,  even  once 
in  a  week,  difcontinued  *. 

To  exafperate  the  people,  Roland  made  a  report 
on  the  progrefs  of  religious  difturbances,  attributing 
them  to  a  coalition  of  refractory  priefts  and  ariftocrats, 
and  recommended  to  the  aflembly  the  adoption  of 
meafures  which  the  Jacobinical  directories  of  depart- 
ments  had  already  enforced  without  the  fanction  of  a 
law,  compelling  fuch  priefts  to  quit  their  own  parifhes, 
live  within  certain  diftri&s,  and  appear  every  day  at 
a  given  hour  in  a  certain  place,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
their  penfions.  The  firft  meafure  propofed  in  the 
legiflature,  in  confequence  of  this  report,  was,  to 
tranfport  all  the  nonjuring  priefts  to  Guiana ;  but  at 
length  Roland's  memorial  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve,  who  were  to  report  in  what  cafes 
a  nation  might  be  allowed  to  eject  from  its  bofom 
injurious  members  of  the  community;  and  on  their 

*  S;e  Life  of  Dumouriez,  v.  If.  p,  333. 

report 
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report  a  decree  was  obtained,  directing  the  imprifon-  Cn.Vl. 
ment  or  tranfportation  of  all  priefts  who  declined 
taking  the  oaths.  The  king  refufmg  to  confirm  this 
decree,  the  great  object  of  the  manoeuvre  was  attained ; 
numerous  petitions  were  prefented  to  compel  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  decrees  againft  the  clergy ;  while  Louis,  with 
unexpected  energy,  declared  he  would  rather  encounter 
certain  death,  than  afient  to  a  law  fo  repugnant  to  his 
religious  principles. 

In  confequence  of  the  abfurd  denunciations 
againft  the  conflitutional  guard,  that  corps 
was  formally  fuppreffed  by  a  decree  of  the  afiembly; 
but  new  jealoufies  were  created,  even  refpecting  the 
Parifian  national  guard,    and   therefore   Servan,  in 
concert  with  the  jacobins,  and  without  confulting  the 
other  miniilers,  prefented,   from   himfelf,  a 
memorial    to   the   legiflature,   requiring   the 
formation  of  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men  round 
the  capital.     Thefe  new  bands  were  to  be  fele&ed 
from  all  the  departments,  and,  from  the  known  in- 
fluence of  the  jacobin   clubs,    no    doubt  could  be 
entertained    of  their   deftination    and    employment 
againft  the  royal   family.      When  this   decree   was 
prefented  in  the  cabinet,  Dumouriez  demonftrated  its 
impolitic  and  wicked  tendency ;  and  the  king  again 
refufed  his  fanftion.     The  next  day  Roland 
read  in  council  an  audacious  libel,  written  by 
his  wife,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the  king,  and 

which 
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CH.  VI.  which  had  been  previoufly  fent  to  him  *.     It  accufed 
him  of  intentions  to  overthrow  the  conftitution,  of  a 
fyftematic  feparation  of  interefts  and  views  from  the 
legiflative  body,  and  peremptorily  required  him    to 
fanction  the  decrees  againft  priefts,  and  for  forming 
a  camp,  on  pain  of  violent  meafures  in  the  depart- 
ments, and  a  general  difaftetlion,  which  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  effervefcence,  might  lead  to  any  thing.     This 
moft  audacious  letter,  compofed  as   it   was  of  falfe 
charges  and  myfterious  menaces,  did  not  produce  the 
expected  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  king,  animated  in- 
to vigorous  refiflance.     He  had,  on  the  next 
day,  a  long  interview  with  Dumouriez,  who 
promifed  to  fupport  him  in  the  conftitutional  exercife 

of  his  rights ;  and  the  three  minifters  repeating 
13th.  ..      ,    .  '      7 

at  the  next  council,  their   late   iolicitations 

with  redoubled  violence,  were  difmirTed  from  their 
offices. 

Succefibrs  to.  all  thefe  minifteis  could  not  im- 
mediately be  found  ;  but  Dumouriez  was  permitted  to 
occupy  the  office  of  minifler  at  war,  and  with  it,  that 

*  Madame  Roland  explains  the  origin  and  compofition  of  this  fa- 
mous epiftle  in  thefe  words:  "  Le  retard  que  le  roi  oppofoit  a  fanc- 
tionner  les  decrets  fur  les  pretres,  et  fur  le  camp  au-deflbus  de  Paris, 
devenoit  un  refus,  ou  touchoit  au  terme  du  delai.  Nous  fentimes 
Roland  et  moi  que  le  confeil  n'ayant  pas  aflez  de  nerf  et  d'en- 
femble  pour  fe  prononcer  en  mafle,  il  convenoit  a  1'integrite,  au 
courage,  de  Roland  de  s'avancer  feul,  et  nous  arretames,  entre  nous 
deux,  fa  fameufe  lettre  au  roi,  dont  lareda&ion  nous  fill  confine. 
CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  v.  II.  p.  103. 

of 
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of  foreign  affairs,    till  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Naillac,  CH.  VI. 
minifter  at  the  court  of  Deux  Fonts,  on  whom  it  had 
been  refolved  to  confer  the  latter.  Morgues  of  Mont- 
pelicr,  a  calvinift,    member  of  feveral  academics,  and 
an  honeft  induftrious  man,  Was  appointed  the  fuccefibr 
of  Roland,  as  minifter  of  the  interior ;  and  the  finance 
department^  or  office  of  minifter  of  contributions,  was 
alfo  configned  to  him  till  a  fit  perfon  could  be  found 
to  occupy  it  feparately.     Dumouriez  affirms  Jhat  he 
confented   to  form   a   new  admmiftration,   only   in 
confequence  of  the  king's  undertaking  to  fanclion  the 
obnoxious   decrees  ;    and  even  recites   at  length    a 
fuppofed  converfation,  between  himfelf  and  the  king 
and  queen,  in  which  he  vanquifhed  all  their  objections 
to  the  meafures  ;  but   befides  that  this  aflei  tion  is 
pofitively   eontradi&ed  by  M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville, 
it  appears  improbable  on  every  view  of  circufnftances. 
If  the  king  could  be  prevailed  -on  to  forego  his  own 
judgment  in  thefe  pointSj  it  was  needlefs  to  incur  the 
odium  of  difmifling  the  three  jacobin  minifters  on  that 
account ;  the  plain  courfe  of  policy  would  have  been 
to  announce  liis  fan&ion  of  the  decrees  fir  ft,  and  then 
his  difmuTion  of  thefe  factious  fefvants  ;  a  proceeding., 
againft  which  the  conftitution  did  not  give  them  or 
their  friends  a  right  to  complain;    Dumouriez  appears 
to  have  been  ambitious   of  the  war  department,  in 
which  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  making 
a  mining  difplay  of  the  boafted  experience  acquired 
during  thirty-fix  years'  JTervice.  The  national  guard  of 
VOL.  i  &  Paris 
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CH.  VI.  Paris  had  already  given  the  jacobins  confiderable  alarm 
1792.  by  their  petitions  againlt  the  want  of  confidence  in 
them,  implied  in  the  decree  for  a  camp ;  and  Du- 
mouriez  hoped  by  a  judicious  ufe  of  their  influence, 
and  by  gradually  bending  the  attention  of  the  aflembly 
to  other  objects,  to  obtain  a  relinquifhment  of  the 
decree.  With  refpect  to  the  priefts  he  was  lefs  folicit- 
ous,  having  perhaps  no  objection  to  leave  that  as  a 
point  of  conteft  between  the  king  and  the.  aflembly,  and 
thought  to  enhance  the  merit  of  his  own  fervices  by 
fupporting  the  executive  power  againft  the  odium 
which  could  be  always  eafily  excited  on  that  fubject  *. 

The  ejected  minifters  loft  no  time  in  making 
14th.     ,«.-,,  .  ...         r 

the  ailembjy  a  party  to  their  caule  ;  they  an- 
nounced their  difmiflion  in  feparate  letters  to  the  prefi- 
dent ;  and  profeffing  the  purity  of  their  devotion  to  the 
public,  iblicited  a  continuance  of  favour  from  the 
legiflature.  When  Roland  read  his  letter  to  the  king, 
he  prefaced  it  by  faying  that  it  mould  remain  an 
eternal  fecret  between  them  f,  but  he  now  perfidioufly 
transmitted  a  copyto  the  legiflature.  The  aflembly, with 
enthufiaftic  applaufe,  declared  that  the  minifters  carried 
with  them  the  efteem  and  regret  of  the  nation ;  and  this 
decree,  together  with  their  letters,  and  that  to  the  king, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  difperfed  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

*  For  the  circumftances  attending  this  change  of  minifters,  fee 
Life  of  Dumouriezj  book  IV,  chap.  vii. ;  Bertrand's  Annals,  v.  VI. 
p.  244  to  272,  iii  which  Roland's  letter  is  included. 

f  See  Life  of  Dumouriez,  v.  II.  p.  360  and  385. 

Whether 
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Whether  through  precipitation, vanity,  or  treachery,  CH.  VI. 
Dumouriez  appeared  at  t)ie  fame  fitting  inverted  with  1792. 
his  new  office  of  minifter  at  war  ;  and  on  his  entrance 
was  apprifed  by  tumultuous  cries  and  ferocious  howl- 
ings  from  the  galleries,  of  the  impreffions  which  had 
beea  made  to  his  difadvantage.  He  behaved,  how- 
ever, with  magnanimous  dignity,  and  at  the  fame  time 
with  confiderable  addrefs.  He  began  with  reading 
a  letter  from  La  Fayette,  announcing  the  fall  of 
Gouvion,  who  was  a  member  of  the  affembly  ;  him 
Dumouriez  pronounced  happy  and  worthy  of  envy, 
in  having  died  fighting  for  the  country,  and  efcaped 
witnefiing  the  frightful  difcord  which  difgraced  the» 
legiflature.  He  then,  after  fome  impediments,  read 
a  memorial  relative  to  the  war  department,  freely 
cenfuring  the  meafures  adopted  and  propofed  for  re- 
cruiting the  army  ;  and  decaying  the  notion  of  a  levy 
en  maffe  as  peculiarly  impracticable  and  difadvantage- 
ous.  In  his  exordium  and  conclufion  he  inveighed 
againft  the  factions  which  divided  the  aflembly ;  and 
perfevered  in  reading  his  paper,  regardlefs  of  the; 
interruptions,  farcafms,  and  even  threats,  o£  the  Brif- 
fotines :  when  he  had  finimed,  he  figned  it  in  the  hall, 
and  depofiting  it  with  gravity  on  the  table,  retired 
through  the  principal  door,  regarding  his  opponents 
all  the  time  with  an  air  of  fiercenefs.  The  mob,  far 
from  attempting  to  moleft,  contemplated  him  with 
curiofity,  and  even  complacencj;  and  not  an  exclama- 
tion of  cenfure  marked  the  end  of  that  vifit  to  the 

o  2  legiflature, 
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.  VI.  legiilature,  which  had  begun  with  fuch  difcouraglng 
tumults.  The  jacobins  declaimed  with  fury,  and 
attempted  to  prove  that  Dumouriez  was  either  an 
impoftor  or  a  traitor ;  either  he  had  mifreprefented 
the  flate  of  the  army  in  his  memorial,  or  it  mud  have 
been  an  acl:  of  confummate  treachery  to  urge  a 
declaration  of  war  while  the  nation  was  fo  unequal  to 
a  conteft ;  fome  propofitions  were  made  for  denounc- 
ing and  fending  him  to  OrleanSj  but  the  order  of  the 
day  terminated  the  difcuffion. 

Dumouriez  foon  afterwards  ceafed  to  give 

1  *7th 

offence  to  the  faftion :  he  could  not  acquire 
the  defired  preponderance  in  his  new  fttuation  of  mi- 
nifter at  war,  and  therefore  made  hafte  to  regain  a 
portion  of  popular  favour  by  refigning  on  the  very 
fame  ground  which  had  furnifhed  him  with  a  pretext 
for  difmiffing  Roland  and  his  friends.  He  perempto- 
rily infifted  that  the  king  fhould  ratify  the  two  decrees; 
and  on  his  perfevering  refufal,  retired,  together  with 
Morgues,  on  the  fourth  day  of  their  appointment. 
The^king  called  into  the  cabinet  M.  de  Chambonas, 
'  fon  of  the  field-mar  Jhal,  as  minifter  for  foreign  affairs; 
M.  de  Lajarre  in  the  war-office ;  M.  Terrier  de 
Monciel,  minifter  of  the  interior  ;  and  M.  Beaulieu, 
minifter  of  contributions:  Duranthon  and  Lacofte 
remained  in  office.  The  aflembly  received  the  intelli- 
gence of  Dumouriez's  refignation  with  applaufe,  and 
gave  him  leave  to  join  the  army  ;  but  the  king  was 
deeply  affected  at  his  treachery.  "  Only  conceive," 

he 
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he  laid  in  a  letter  to  M.  Bertrand,  "  the  ftrange  Cn.  VI. 
inconfiftency  of  this  man ;  after  having  perfuaded  me 
to  difmifs  thofe  three  minifters,  becaufe  they  infifted 
on  my  fan&ioning  the  'decrees,  he  now  abandons 
me  for  perfifting  in  the  meafures  which  he  himfelf 
urged  *." 

At  the  period  of  his  refignation,  Dumouriez  found 
no  circumftance  to  encourage  his  continuance  in 
office :  the  army  was  devoted  to  La  Fayette,  and  that 
general,  as  well  as  the  whole  body  of  royalifts,  or,  as 
they  were  called,  feuillans,  juftly  confidered  him  an 
unprincipled  intriguer.  The  jacobins  incenfed  againft 
him,  were  openly  conducting  plots  which  nothing 
but  a  confirmed  hope  of  promoting  his  own  perfonal 
views  would  give  him  courage  to  oppofe.  It  was 
known  that  the  -Briffotines  fpeculated  on  the  decheance 
or  abdication  of  the  king,  and  placing  the  prince  royal 
under  a  regency  compofed  of  their  own  party  f  ;  and 
for  this  they  had  propofed  the  two  decrees,  hoping  in 
confequence  of  the  king's  refufing  his  fandion,  to 
attain  by  means  of  infurreclion  the  defired  end.  A 
full  difclofure  of  this  project  had  been  made  by  a 
fecretary  of  Condorcet  to  M.  de  Leflart  in  his  prifon 
at  Orleans,  and  through  him  tranfmitted  to  the  king  J. 

*  See  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  v.  II.  p.  284,  and  Annals, 
v.  VI.  p.  285  ;  and  for  the  general  events,  fame  volume  :  Life 
of  Dumouriez,  book  IV.  chap.  viii.  and  ix. 

f  Bjrtrai  d's  Private  Memoirs,  v.  II.  p.  2$o; 

J  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p. -288,  and  Annals, 
vol.  VI.  p.  308. 

A  pe« 
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CH.  VI.  A  petition  whk  h  was  prefented  to  the  aflembly  againft 
1792.  the  formation  of  the  camp  round  Paris,  figned  by  twenty 
thoufand,  and  another  by  eight  thoufandperfons,  might 
have  encouraged  Dumouriez  to  aft  vigoroufly  in  fup- 
porting  the  crown  j  but  on  that  fide  his  perfonal  hopes 
were  not  fanguine ;  and  on  the  other  he  knew  that  the 
jacobins  were  preparing  for  an  infurreclion  fimilar  to 
.  that  of  October,  1 789,  and  either  party  gaining  the  af- 
cendancy  would  have  placed  him  in  a  low  and  mortify- 
ing fituation.  One  only  chance  remained ;  to  renew 
his  connection  with  the  Orleans  faction,  await  infilence 
the  refult  of  the  collifion,  and  forward  the  interefts  of 
bis  patron  if  he  could,  but  in  all  events  not  neglect 
his  own.  He  did  not  quit  Paris  for  fpme  days  after 
his  refignation. 

The  royalifls  and  conftitutional  party  now  endea- 
voured to  exert  fome  effectual  means  for  faving  the 
king :  M.  de  Lally  Tollendal,  who  was  at  Paris,  pror 
pofed  a  plan  for  obtaining  his  full  liberty,  and  ren- 
dering him  the  mediator  between  France  and  the  for 
reign  powers  j  but  this  project  was  difapproved  as  de- 
pending too  much  on  La  Fayette  *,  The  jacobins 
would  not,  in  all  probability,  have  impeded  a  plan  for 
the  king's  leaving  the  capital,  or  even  the  realm,  fince 
Petion  and  Manuel  frequently  remonftrated  with  him 
on  the  dangers  he  incurred  by  remaining,  and  proffer- 
pd  means  of  efcape ;  but  the  king  juftly  diftrufting  ad- 

*  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  32$.}   Annals,  v.  VI. 

p.  287. 

vice 
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vice  from  fuch  a  quarter,  perfevered  in  maintaining  CH.  VI. 

his  poft,  and  ftill,  with  fond  reliance,  looked  to  the  ^71^7 
/!•     •      r  i/y*. 

conftitution  for  protection  *.     Firm  in  this  principle, 

he  declined  an  offer  made  him  by  La  Fayette,  to  at- 
tempt the  delivery  of  the  royal  family,  at  the  head  of 
the  national  guards,  or  even  of  the  whole  army  f. 

While  the  king's  friends  were  endeavouring  to 
ftrengthen  themfelves,  and  gain  partifans,  the  various 
factions  in  oppofition,  forgetting  their  private  feuds, 
united  in  pernicioufly  active  efforts  to  bring  on  the 
crifis  of  contention. 

Their  ftrength  in  the  legifiature  was  tried,  on 
reading  a  letter  tranfmitted  by  La  Fayette  from 
his  camp,  which  expofed  their  factious  and  unconfli- 
tutional  conduct,  extolled  the  patriotifm  of  his  troops, 
claimed  freedom  for  the  king,  and  an  annihilation 
of  the  reign  of  the  clubs.  It  was  vehemently  ap- 
plauded by  the  members  of  the  right  fide,  and  the 
printing  of  it  decreed  ;  but  the  motion  for  fending  it 
to  the  eighty-three  departments  was  refitted  by 
Vergniaud  and  Guadet ;  and  they  fucceeded  at  length 
in  perfuading  the  aflembly,  that  the  letter  was  either 
a  forgery,  or  a  compofition  written  by  fome  arifto- 
crat  over  a  fignature  of  the  general,  on  a  blank 
paper  J.  This  dextrous  turn  prevented  the  aflembly 

from 

*  Conjuration  d'Orlcans,  v.  III.  p.  173. 
t  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  v.  II.  p.  319. 
J  See  debates. — This  fufpicion  was  rendered  probable  by  an  in- 
•timation  in  the  beginning  of  the  letter  of  a  change  in  the  admini- 

ft  rat  ion, 
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CH.  "  [.  from  deciding,  as  they  probably  would,  the  extenfive 

17,/j.    circulation  of  the  letter,  and  gave  to  the  BrhTotines  a 

negative  victory,  wkh   the  advantage  of  perfuading 

many  people  that  the  paper  read  in  the  aflembly  was 

not  genuine. 

At  the  jacobin  club  their  triumph  was  more  de- 
cided ;  there  Robefpierre,  Danton,  Camille  Defmou- 
lins,  and  Collot  d'Herbois,  abufed  the  general  with- 
out referve,  and  in  the  violence  of  their  declamations 
di4  nqt  fpare  Dumouriez,  the  new  minifters,  or  even 
the  king  *. 

La  Fayette  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king,  of  the 
fame  date  with  that  to  the  aflembly,  afluring  him  of 
protection,  and  exhorting  him  to  maintain  the  autho- 
rity delegated  by  the  conftitution ;  but  no  great  conr 
fidence  could  be  repofed  in  the  efforts  or  difpofition  of 
this  general :  his  known  avidity  for  popularity,  his 
love  of  intrigue,  his  open  avowal  of  the  dodrine  of 
infurre&ion,  and  his  brutal  treatment  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily during  the  latter  days  of  the  conftituent  afiem- 
bly,  were  circumflances  never  to  be  forgotten.  Nor 

ftration,  which  could  not  have  been  known  to  La  Fayette  at  the 
time  the  epiftle  bore  date  ( 1 6th  June).  The  fa6l  was,  that  the  let- 
ter, written  on  two  or. three  feparate  (heets  of  paper,  had  been  feve- 
ral  days  in  the  hands  of  fome  friends  of  the  general,  who  being 
permitted  to  alter  it  according  to  their  difcretion,  made  a  foolim  ufe 
of  this  liberty,  by  changing  the  tirft  paragraph  in  fuch  a  way  as  to 
give  foundation  to  the  furmife  of  fi&ion.  Bertrand's  Annals, 
y.  VI.  p.  301. 

*  See  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  v.  I.  p.  173. 

did 
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did  he  feem  now  to  have  much  changed  his  difnofi-  CH.  VI. 
tion ;  he  was  not  lefs  in  love  with  the  conftirution, 
from  experience  of  its  abfurdity  •,  and  looked  back 
with  exultation  to  the  meafures  which  had  deprefled 
the  royal  power,  and  given  birth  to  this  deformed 
anomaly :  even  in  the  prefent  awful  crifis,  he  cele- 
brated in  his  camp,  the  i  yth  of  June,  the  anniverfary 
of  that  day  when  the  dates  general  formed  themfelves, 
in  defiance  of  the  king,  into  a  national  affembly  ;  he 
called  his  troops  foldiers  of  the  country,  without  nam- 
ing the  king;  and  made  them  engage  to  defend  the 
national  fovereignty  againft  all  its  enemies,  and  protect 
the  conflitutional  authorities  which  that  fovereignty 
had  eftablimed. 

On  the  enfuing  day  the  jacobin  faction  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of  a  detachment 
of  brigands  from  Marfeilles,  who  had  been  fent  for 
during  the  adminiftration  of  Roland,  and  were  to  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  energy,  which  was  loudly  complained 
of,  in  the  Parifian  mob.  'i  his  dirty  band,  armed  with 
bludgeons,  was  admitted  to  the  fitting  of  the  afiem- 
bly  ;  where  their  leader  made  an  incendiary  fpeech, 
advifing  the  legiflature  to  ufe  the  popular  force  which 
conftituted  their  ftrength,  to  ftrike,  and  to  mew  no 
quarter  :  this  harangue  was  warmly  applauded,  print- 
ed, and  fent  to  :he  departments.  In  the  fame  day 
the  minifters  formally  announced  the  king's  refufal  to 
fanction  the  two  decrees  which  had  been  fo  long  the 
fubjed  of  contention. 

A  popular  commotion  had  been  long  refolved  on, 

and 
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and  the  day  was  notorioufly  fixed  for  the  soth  of 
June.  The  workmen  of  the  fauxbourgs  St. 
Antoine  and  St.  Marceau  had  announced  it 
by  a  petition  to  the  municipality,  requefting  leave  to 
aflemble  in  arms,  and,  dreffed  as  they  were  in  July, 
1789,  to  prefent  petitions  to  the  affembly  and  the 
king.  This  propofal  was  negatived,  as  repugnant  to 
the  coijftitution;  but  the  jacobin  club,  abetted  by 
Petion  and  Manuel,  refolved  that  the  petitioners 
jfhould  aflemble  in  defiance  of  contradiction.  This 
tumultuous  rifmg  was  the  grand  effort  of  all  the  fac- 
tions, and  was  prepared  with  all  their  art  and  exer* 
tion.  The  walls  were  covered  with  placards,  grofsly 
abufive  of  the  royal  family  ;  a  public  dinner  was  given 
in  the  Champs  Elyfees,  where  Clootz  prefided  ;  and 
Dugazoir,  an  aftor,  fung  fongs  to  prepare  the  people 
for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  king.  Gorfas,  an  agent  of 
Briffot,  declared,  that  on  the  morrow  they  mufl  plant 
in  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries  the  Tree  of  Liberty  ; 
but  it  muft  be  an  a/pen,  not  an  oak :  and  Chabot  ha- 
rangued three  hours  in  the  church  of  the  Foundlings, 
exciting  the  people  to  infurreclion ;  while  Santerre  was 
equally  bufyin  the  fauxbourg  St.  Marceau,  and  other 
perfons  in  the  various  diftrifts  of  Paris  *. 

In  the   morning  Petion  fought   to    avoid 
refponfibility  by  going  to    Verfailles.     Roe- 
derer,  procureur-general  fyndic,  announced  to  the  af- 
fembly, that  a  hundred  thoufand  perfons  in  military 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  v.  I,  p.  284.  v.  II.  p.  340. 

array, 
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array,  who  were  collected  on  the  fite  of  the  Baftille,  CH.  Vr. 
encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  three  members  of  the 
legiflature,  and  the  inactivity  of  the  municipality,  in- 
tended, after  prefenting  a  petition  in  that  hall,  to  re- 
pair to  the  Tuilleries  ;  and  he  requefted  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  by  prohibiting  the  admiflion  of  armed 
petitioners.  During  the  debate  the  mob  required 
admiflion,  affirming  that  their  number  did  not  exceed 
eight  thoufand ;  and  La  Source  obtained  it,  by  pro- 
miling  that  they  would  leave  their  petition  with  the 
aflembly,  and  not  proceed  to  the  palace. 

One  Huguenin,  formerly  a  provincial  lawyer,  read 
the  petition,  which  was  replete  with  threats  and  in- 
vedives  againft  the  king  and  queen  ;  and  declared  that 
the  people  had  rifen  to  avenge  their  outraged  majefty, 
and  blood  muft  flow  before  the  Tree  of  Liberty  would 
flourifh  in  peace.  The  prefident  anfwered,  that  the 
aflembly  always  faw  with  pleafure  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
aflured  of  their  patriotifm ;  and  that  the  dangers  of 
the  country  alone  could  excite  their  inquietude. 

Two  hours  were  then  occupied  by  the  petitioners 
in  marching  through  the  hall ;  they  were  a  motley  and 
fqualid  band,  drawn  from  all  the  receptacles  of  beg- 
gary, idlenefs,  and  infamy,  in  Paris,  armed  with  pikes, 
rufty  fwords,  fcythes,  pitchforks,  twy-bills,  blud- 
geons, pickaxes,  and  clubs.  This  miferable  batta- 
lion confifted  of  coalmen,  chimney-fweepers,  ihoe- 
blacks,  wharf-porters,  negroes  male  and  female,  and 
women  of  the  lowed  and  mod  abandoned  clafs.  They 

carried 
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CH.  VI.  carried  enfigns,  with  infcriptions  denoting  fanguinary 
1792,  ferocity,  occafionally  intermixed  with  coarfe  ribaldry.  v 
Some  were  infcribed,  "  Tyrants  tremble,  or  be  juft, 
and  reftore  the  liberties  of  the  people'* — "  Louis,  the 
people  are  tired  of  fuffering" — "  Tremble  tyrant, 
thine  hour  is  come  !"  Other  banners  required  the  re- 
cal  of  the  minifters,  and  the  fanction  of  the  decrees. 
One  man,  but  he  was  driven  out  of  the  hall,  had  a 
reeking  heart  ftuck  on  a  pike,  infcribed  "  The  heart 
of  an  ariftocrat."  One  carried  ragged  breeches  on  a 
pike,  infcribed  "  .libres  et  fans -culottes  ;"  while  others 
ftuck  on  their  arms  pieces  of  bread,  cheefe,  and  other 
food :  and  one  party,  to  excel  all  the  reft  in  wit,  car- 
ried in  a  dim  the  entrails  of  a  hog,  excepting  the  heart 
and  liver,  which  they  rendered  defcriptive  of  the  arif- 
tocrats  by  a  punning  infciiption — "  Us  n'ont  WJCCEUR 
ni  FOIE,  Us  n'ont  que  du  moue."  At  the  clofe  of  the 
>  proceffion,  a  pair  of  colours,  prefented  to  the  afTem- 
bly,  were  graeioufly  received. 

On  leaving  the  polluted  hall  of  the  legiflature  the 
mob  divided  into  three  bodies,  headed  by  Santerre,  St. 
Huruge,  and  Theroigne  de  Mericourt ;  and,  regardlefs 
of  La  Source's  promife,  proceeded  to  the  palace,  where 
they  foon  furmounted  the  flight  oppofiiion  of  the 
guard,  who  would  not  refift  without  exprefs  orders, 
and  occupied  all  the  apartments.  The  king,  who  had 
from  a  window  obferved  their  proceedings,  repaired 
to  a  chamber  called  the  (EiI-de-Bctuf9  the  door  of 
which  was  immediately  afiailed  with  various  engines ; 

and, 
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and,  among  others,  with  a  difmounted  cannon,  which  CH.  VI. 
was  carried  up  flairs  by  manual  flrength,  and  ufed  1792. 
as  a  battering  ram.  The  Swifs  guards  were  pre- 
paring to  fhed  their  blood  in  an  unavailing  defence ; 
but  the  king  commanding  them  to  defift,  and  calling 
four  grenadiers  to  fupport  him,  unbarred  the  door, 
and  prefented  himfelf  to  the  furious  multitude.  His 
friends,  fearing  he  would  be  borne  down  by  the  rapi- 
dity and  violence  of  the  rabble,  placed  him  in  the  re- 
cefs  of  a  window,  where  he  leaned  on  M.  Acloque, 
while  a  few  grenadiers  formed  round  him  to  refift  the 
torrent.  The  mob  was  fo  numerous,  and  poured  in 
fo  rapidly,  that  no  one  could  effect  any  premeditated 
purpofe ;  but  after  venting  a  portion  of  fury  in  words, 
and  menacing  geftures,  was  obliged  to  give  place,  and 
"  mingle  with  the  herd  that  went  before  him."  Yet 
many  pointed  infults  were  offered ;  a  young  man, 
named  Clement,  flopped  before  the  king,  and  reviled 
him  in  language  which  would  have  been  chara&eriflic 
in  the  mouth  of  his  name- fake,  the  aflaflin  of  Henry 
III.  Legendre,  the  butcher,  fallied  into  the  room  at 
the  head  of  a  new  divifion  of  rabble,  uttering  threats, 
and  accofting  the  monarch  in  the  language  of  the 
ihambles.  "  MonfmtrJ\  faid  he  j  and  feeing  the  king 
furprifed  at  this  new  flyle,  he  repeated  it — "  Yes, 
Mon/ieur,  liften  to  us — Yes,  Monficur^  it  is  your 
duty  to  liften  to  us  :  you  are  a  traitor  ;  you  have  al- 
ways deceived  us,  and  deceive  us  ftill ;  but  take  care 
of  yourfelf,  Monfaur,  the  meafure  is  full,  and  the 

people 
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CH.  VI.  people  are  tired  being  your  dupes."  After  this  ha- 
rarigue  one  of  the  mob  prefented  a  bottle,  and  defired 
the  king  to  drink  the  health  of  the  nation,  which  he 
immediately  did ;  another,  evidently  in  liquor,  and 
hearing  the  king  fay  the  nation  had  no  better  friend 
than  himfelf,  required  him  to  prove  it  by  putting  on 
the  red-cap;  and,  on  his  confenting,  two  of  them 
placed  it  on  the  top  of  his  hair,  for  it  was  too  fmall 
for  his  head.  The  king  yielded  to  this  indignity, 
under  a  firm  perfuafion  that  had  he  refifted,  the 
drunken  man  would  have  plunged  his  pike  into  his 
bowels.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  indeed  it  is 
avowed  by  writers  of  every  party,  that  the  intention 
of  fome  of  tjie  infurgents,  moft  probably  of  thofe 
engaged  by  the  Orleans  party,  was  to  affaflinate  the 
king  * ;  but  although  the  moft  infamous  libels  were 
hawked  about  and  fold  at  low  prices  in  the  garden  of 
the  palace,  and  the  moft  treafonable  and  inflamma- 
tory falfehoods  fcratched  and  chalked  on  the  walls, 
the  work  of  murder  was  left  incomplete,  and  the  vir- 
tue' of  the  monarch  once  more  triumphed  over  the 
plots  of  his  enemies. 

Great  part  of  the  popular  rage  was,  as  ufual,  di- 
rected againft  the  queen.  On  the  firft  alarm  me 
caught  up  the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  and  ran  towards 
the  (Eil-de-Bceuf,  but  the  mob  had  already  blocked  up 
the  paflages.  She  was  ftopped  in  the  council-room 

*  See  particularly  Prud'homme,  Hilloire  desErreurs,  &c.  v.  IV. 
p.  3  7,  etfeq. 

by 
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by  general  Wittinghoff  and  the  minifter  Lajarre,  who  CH.  VI. 
formed  a  feeble  rampart  of  the  council-table,  behind 
which  they  placed  the  queen,  the  dauphin,  the  prin- 
cefs-royal,  and  all  the  ladies  who  refufed  to  quit  her 
fide.  This  table  was  defended  by  a  double  line  of  na- 
tional guards ;  and  there  the  queen  was  obliged  to  re- 
main during  the  whole  of  thefe  horrible  fcenes,  ago- 
nifed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  king's  danger,  and  a 
helplefs  hearer  of  the  incendiary  and  obfcene  re- 
pi  caches  which  men  and  women  of  the  lowed  clafs 
feemed  unwearied  in  repeating.  The  dauphin,  like 
his  father,  was  difguifed  in  the  blood-coloured  em- 
blein  of  licentioufnefs ;  and  the  queen  was  compelled 
to  fubmit  to  the  fame  difgrace.  Marie  Antoinette  dif- 
played  the  fame  contempt  of  danger  which  diftin- 
guifhed  the  king ;  me  was  defirous  to  fend  back  a 
body  of  grenadiers  whom  he  had  detached  for 
her  protection ;  but  they  perfifted  in  obeying  their  firft 
orders.  At  length  Santerre  forced  his  way  to  the 
place,  and  fnatched  the  red-cap  from  the  dauphin,  ex- 
claiming, "  The  child  is  fmothered  !  why  is  this  cap 
left  on  his  head  ?"  And  then  in  a  low,  but  diftmct 
voice,  added  to  the  queen,  "  You  have  very  awkward 
friends,  madam;  I  know  tbofe  who  would  ferve  you  much 
letter  *." 

The  behaviour  of  the  princefs  Elizabeth  was  in  per- 
fect conformity  with  that  of  her  auguft  relatives.  She 
followed  the  king  to  the  (Eil'dt-Btzuf,  where  the  mob, 

*  See  Bertrand'a  Annals,  v.  VI.  p.  324. 
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Ca.  ^7l  thinking  me  was  the  queen,  loaded  fter  with  infuhd 
1792.  and  threats.  Some  of  her  attendants  attempting  td 
explain  the  miftake,  "  For  God's  fake,"  fhe  faid, 
"  do  not  undeceive  them  ;  is  ic  not  better  they  fliould 
fhed  my  blood  than  that  of  my  fifter*?"  In  the  whole 
couife  of  the  day  fhe  never  left  her  brother's  fide,  nor 
ever  loft  her  prefence  of  mind» 

The  national  affembly,  which  had  rifen  immedi- 
ately after  the  departure  of  the  mob,  refumed  their 
fitting  in  the  afternoon;  they  treated  with  rudenefs, 
and  frequently  interrupted,  thofe  members  who  de- 
fcribed  in  due  terms  of  indignation  the  atrocities 
which  were  committed  in  the  palace,  but  at  length  they 
deputed  twenty-four  members  to  exprefs  their  folia- 
tude  for  the  king's  fafety.  The  deputation  reached 
him  with  difficulty  ;  and  when  the  mob,  grown  Ian* 
guid  by  the  repetition  of  infult,  no  longer  mewed  a 
formidable  afpefl:,  offered  to  protect  him  andfhare  hts 
dangers.  The  king  faid  he  was  in  the  midft  of  his 
people,  and  feared  nothing.  While  the  deputies 
were  fruitlefsly  endeavouring  to  difperfe  the  mobj 
Petion,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  arrived  at  the 
palace,  with  the  appearance  of  perfect  leifure.  He 
advanced  to  the  king,  faying,  "  Sire,  I  was  only  this 
moment  informed  of  your  fituation*,  but  you  have* 
nothing  to  fear." — -"  Nothing  to  fear  !"  replied  the 

*  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  v.  II.  p.  292. 
f  This  affertion,  considering  all  the  circumftances -of  preparation 
and  notoriety,  muft  have  been  falfe. 

king, 
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king,  with  indignation ;  <"  the  man  whofe  confcience  CH.  VL 
is  pure,  and  free  from  reproach,  can  never  fear.  Here,  1792. 
my  friend,"  he  added,  taking  the  hand  of  a  grena- 
dier, and  prefling  it  againft  his  bofom,  "  feel,  and 
tell  that  man  if  my  heart  beats  fafter  than  ufual." 
The  mob  had  frequently  prefied  him  with  furious  ac- 
clamation to  fanction  the  decrees,  and  recal  the  minif- 
ters,  but  he  replied,  "  I  mall  do  what  I  confider  to 
be  right ;  this  is  not  the  moment  for  you  to  afk,  or  for 
me  to  grant,  favours."  Convinced  that  the  infurrec- 
tion  would  not  produce  the  expected  advantages,  Pe- 
tion  faid,  "  Citizens,  you  have  now  made  your  de- 
fires  known  to  the  hereditary  reprefentadve,  with  the 
energy  and  dignity  becoming  a  free  people,  who  un- 
derftand  their  rights.  The  king  at  prefent  knows* 
and  will  undoubtedly  pay  proper  regard  to,  the  inten- 
tions ofthefovereign.  You  ought  now  to  retire  with 
calmnefs  and  decency,  that  your  intentions  may  not 
be  calumniated."  The  obedient  rabble  immediately 
filed  off  through  the  king's  apartments  :  at  nine  the 
palace  was  cleared. 

The  deputation,  returning  to  the  affembly,  gave  an 
account  of  their  miffion  ;  and  Petion  following  them, 
ftated  the  events  in  a  fpeech  made  up  of  grofs  falfe- 
hoods,  and  of  thofe  fallacious  equivocations  which 
prove  more  thorough  depravity  of  mind,  than  is  de- 
monftrated  even  by  the  moft  flagrant  falfehoods. 
"  Every  thing,"  he  faid,  "  indicates  the  greateft 
calm.  Perfons,  property — all  were  refpected.  What 

VOL.  i.  p  has 
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CH.  VI.  has  happened?  The  people  were  pqfflng  through  the 
1792.  Tuilleries,  when  federal  citizens  proceeded  to  the 
king's  apartments  ;  they  infulted  nobody ;  nor  had  the 
king  any  reafon  to  complain"  Such  was  the  deteftable 
attempt  of  the  chief  rnagiftrate,  whom  his  affociates  in 
wickednefs,  with  impudent  affectation,  have  honoured 
with  the  epithet  virtuous ',  to  palliate  a  premeditated, 
forcible  irruption  of  forty  thoufand  people  into  the 
private  apartments  of  the  fovereign*  fo  as  to  make  it 
appear  the  accidental  intrufion  bfjevtral  perfons,  who 
were  palling  through  the  Tuilleries,  but  who  infulted 
no  one,  and  gave  to  the  king  himfelf  no  right  to  com- 
plain. The  affembly  loudly  applauded  this  infamous 
harangue,  and  clofed  the  fitting  at  ten  o'clock,  with- 
out exprefling  the  flighteft  difapprobation  at  the  events 
of  this  day  *. 

But  although  the  legiflative  body  was  fo  eafily 
fatisfied,  the  public  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  felt 
deep  indignation.  The  populace  of  Paris  who  had 
not  been  actively  engaged  in  the  infurrection,  mingled 
with  their  invectives  againfl  thofe  who  excited  it, 
expreffions  of  admiration  at  the  firm  and  noble  con- 
dud  of  the  king  and  his  family.  Even  in  the  affem- 
bly fome  fymptoms  of  compunction  appeared, 
by  a  vote  prohibiting  the  appearance  of  armed 
citizens  at  their  bar  j  and  a  motion  was  made  for 
profecuting  the  authors  and  infligators  of  the  infurrec- 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  v.  1.  p.  67,   et   feq.  and  v.  II. 
p.  339,  et  fee].  5  and  Bertrand's  Annals,  v.  VI.  p.  316,  et  feq. 

tion. 
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tion.  This  proportion  was  preffed  on  the  attention  CH.  VI. 
of  the  aflembly,  by  a  meflage  from  the  king  ;  and,  1792, 
notwithstanding  the  intemperance  and  interruption  of 
the  jacobins,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  twelve.  Couthon  imputing  the  whole 
infurrection  to  the  king,  moved  that,  in  extreme  cafes, 
the  aflfembly  might  make  laws  independently  of  the 
executive  power ;  but  this  proportion  was  over-ruled 
by  the  order  of  the  day.  The  national  guards  feemed 
alfo  to  partake  in  the  general  remorfe  by  their  honeft 
and  effectual  efforts  to  prevent  armed  and  feditious 
collections  of  the  people.  The  king  increafed  thefe 
favourable  impreflions  by  a  judicious  proclamation, 
denouncing  the  conduct  and  views  of  the  factious; 
afferting  his  own  refolution  not  to  be  impelled  by  force 
to  the  adoption  of  meafures  which  he  confidered  re- 
pugnant to  the  public  intereft  ;  and  declaring,  that  if 
they  who  wifhed  to  overthrow  monarchy  had  need 
of  one  crime  more*  they  might  commit  it.  . 

This  proclamation  produced  a  general  fenfation  in 
favour  of  the  king,  but  its  defponding  terms  were 
truly  indicative  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind.  He  gave  way 
to  gloomy  forebodings,  frequently  perufed  the  hiftory 
of  Charles  1.,  and  wifhed  only  to  die  by  the  hand  of 
an  affaflin,  that  the  nation  might  not  be  ftigmatifed 
for  his  murder.  He  rejected  many  proportions  for 
effecting  his  efcape,  left  his  family  mould  fall  victims 
to  the  popular  fury  j  a  thought  he  could  not  endure, 

p  s  though 
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CH.  vi..  though  he  could  be  himfelf  a  willing  and  contented 
1792.   facrifice*. 

To  counteract  the  probable  effect  of  the 

24th. 

public  feeling,  the  jacobins  endeavoured  to 

keep  up  an  active  folicitude  refpecting  the  two  decrees ; 
and  the  afiembly,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
twelve,  rendered  miniilers  refponfible  for  the  refufal 
of  the  fanction.  Contradictory  motions  were  debated 
with  great  acrimony,  and  the  conteft  of  the  parties  ap- 
peared to  be  equally  balanced  ;  but  the  jacobins  had 
the  unrivalled  advantage  of  porting  inflammatory  bills, 
terrifying  the  tranquil  or  the  timid  out  of  the  aflembly, 
and  procuring  daily  deputations  with  incendiary 
petitions.  Many  loyal  addrefles  were  alfo  forwarded 
from  departments  and  municipalities ;  but  the  arrival 
of  frefli  bodies  of  Marfeillois  gave  increafed  fpirits  to 
the  jacobins,  and  prefaged  final  fuccefs  to  their  efforts. 
At  this  crifis  intelligence  arrived  that  the 
armies  had  learnt  with  lively  indignation  the 
occurrences  of  the  2oth  of  June,  and  that  feveral 
battalions  had  only  been  reftrained  from  repairing  to 
Paris,  and  chaftifing  thofe  who  had  infulted  the  king, 
by  La  Fayette,  who  promifed  to  be  the  bearer  of  their 
•fentiments,  and  enforce  them  in  the  aflembly.  The 
profpect  of  this  miffion  infpired  hopes  in  fome  of  the 
king's  friends ;  but  thofe  who  had  ftudied  the  character 
ot  La  Fayette,  formed  more  moderate  expectations ; 

*  See  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  v.  II.  p.  296,  et  feq. 
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and  the  event  proved  that  they  were  right.  He  made  c»-  VI- 
an  energetic  fpeech,  which  was  received  with  con-  ]7yj. 
fiderable  applaufe,  and  procured  him  an  invitation  to 
the  honours  of  the  fitting  j  but  hardly  had  he  taken 
his  place,  when  Guadet,  Vergniaud,  and  other 
members  of  their  faction,  attacked  him  with  equal 
eloquence  and  energy  for  abandoning  his  poft,  threat- 
ened him  with  impeachment,  and  even  moved  for  an 
enquiry  whether  the  minifter  at  war  had  licenfed  his 
abfence ;  a  proportion  which  was  warmly  debated, 
and  negatived  only  by  a  majority  of  five,  while  the 
general  remained  paffive  and  ftupified,  wanting  pre- 
fence  of  mind  to  urge  the  confideration  of  his  meflage, 
or  refolution  to  appeal  againft  the  indecency  with 
which  he  was  treated.  The  populace,  who  had  paid 
him  fome  marks  of  refpect  on  his  arrival,  now  burnt 
him  in  effigy  ;  while  from  the  tribunes  of  the  jacobin 
club,  denunciations  and  ludicrous  invectives  were 
fhowered  on  him  in  abundance.  Difappointed,  de- 
rided, and  trembling  for  his  fafety,  this  rafh  and  mallow 
adventurer  quitted  Paris,  without  gaining  for  himfelf 
or  the  king  the  flighted  advantage  ;  but  having  by  his 
temerity  and  weaknefs  added  to  the  refources  as  well 
as  the  infolence  of  his  opponents  *.  On  his  departure 
he  left  a  letter  to  the  aflembly,  conceived  in  terms 
fufficiently  forcible ;  but  thofe  effects  which  his  pre- 
fence  had  failed  to  produce,  could  not  be  expected  to 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  473. 
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CH.  VI.  flow  from  a  paper  which  was  not  read  without  inter- 
1792.    ruptions,   and   then  referred   to   the  committee   of 
twelve*. 

The  next  day  the  minifters,  in  purfuance 
of  a  decree,  attended  to  recommend  a  meafure 
pf  defence  in  lieu  of  the  camp  of  twenty  thoufand 
men  ;  and,  after  many  debates,  an  encampment  was 
voted  at  SoilTons,  tc  be  formed  from  volunteers  then 
pn  their  march,  who  had  been  felefted  to  anfwer  the 
views  in  Servants  original  propofition,  and  who  were 
alfo  permitted  to  attend  in  the  capital  and  celebrate 
the  federation.  Thuriot  obtained  a  decree  for  dif? 
banding  the  ftaff  of  the  national  guard,  making  the 
,  fittings  of  the  fections  permanent,  and  declaring  the 
country  in  danger.  This  meafure  was  adopted  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  bad  news  from  the  armies ;  and  was 
fpeedily  followed  by  a  declaration  from  the  king  of 
hoftile  intentions  entertained  by  the  king  of  Pruflia. 

lft  In  the  mean  time  many  petitions  were  re- 
July-  ceived  from  armed  and  municipal  bodies,  en- 
forcing the  topics  urged  by  La  Fayetce  ;  particularly 
one  from  Rouen,  which  from  an  exaggerated  flate-? 
ment  of  numbers  was  called  the  petition  of  twenty 
thoufand.  Reports  were  made  on  the  flate  of  the 
nation,  which  gave  no  fatisfa&ion  to  any  party ;  and  it 
was  known  that  a  grand  denunciation  againfl  the  king 
and  his  miniflers  was  in  preparation,  and  to  be  opened 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VI.  p.  393. 
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\ 
by  Briflbt,  in  form  of  a  difcufiion  on  the  general  fafety  CH  VI. 

of  the  country.     M.  Duranthon  had  already  refigned,    i~y<2. 
and  was  fucceeded  by  M.  Dejoly ;  and  the  great  aim 
of  the  faction  was  underftood  to  be  that  of  driving  the 
other  minifters  from  their  places. 

At  the  moment,  however,  that  the  difcuflion 
was  going  to  commence,  when  all  were  hufhed 
in  expectation  of  fome  great  production  from  Briflbt, 
the  abbe  Lamourette,  conftitutional  bimop  of  Lyons, 
obtained  attention,  and  after  describing  the  uncertain 
and  divided  flate  of  government  and  the  country,  ex- 
claimed, "  To  what  may  all  thefe  diftrufts  be  re- 
duced ?  One  part  of  the  affembly  afcribes  to  the  other 
the  feditious  defign  of  deftroying  the  monarchy  ;  the 
others  abfcribe  to  their  colleagues  the  intention  of  de- 
ftroying the  conftitutional  equality,  and  of  eftablifhing 
the  ariflocratical  goyeriynent,  known  under  the  name 
of  the  two  chambers.  Let  us  annihilate  for  ever,  by 
a  general  execration,  and  by  an  irrevocable  oath,  both 
the  republic  and  the  two  chambers."  The  whole  af- 
fembly applauding  the  proportion,  rofe  together,  and 
foleinnly  fwore,  never  to  fufTer  either  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  republican  fyftem,  or  by  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  two  chambers,  any  change  in  the  eftablifhed 
conilitution.  Amid  this  enthufiafm  the  word  unite 
was  heard,  the  deputies  of  oppofite  parties  rufhed  into 
each  other's  arms,  thofe  who  had  been  moft  at  variance 
embracing  with  the  greateft  warmth,  and  fitting  often- 
tatioufly  fide  by  fide.  When  this  fcene  and  the 

plaudits 
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CH.  VI.  plaudits  of  the  galleries  had  ceafed,  a  deputation  of 
J792.  twenty-four  was  fent  to  inform  the  king  ;  who  on  his 
attendance,  accompanied  by  his  miniflers,  was  cheered 
with  unufual  greetings  of  Vive  le  Roi !  His  fpeech, 
declaring  his  fatisfaftion,  was  received  with  cordial 
acclamation,  and  his  departure  attended  with  firmlar 
plaudits.  Briflbt  replaced  his  intended  harangue  in 
his  pocket,  requeuing  time  to  revife  it,  and  expunge 
all  allufions  to  difienfions  now  to  be  forgotten  for 
ever  ;  and  an  account  of  the  tranfactions  of  the  day 
was  ordered  to  be  fenc  to  the  departments. 

But  whatever  tranfports  of  enthufiafm  this  extra- 
ordinary and  unexpected  fcene  might  excite,  or  what- 
ever fincerity  might  dictate  the  momentary  exhibitions 
of  cordiality  and  joy,  thofe  who  judged  the  extinction 
of  party  too  fudden  to  be  lading  foon  found  their 
opinion  verified.     On  the  fame  day,  in  the  evening 
fitting,  the  popular  party  greedily  feized  an  oppor- 
tunicy  of  reviving  difputes  with  the  king.     The  di- 
rectory of  the  department  of  Paris,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  duke  de  la  Rochefoucault,  a  virtuous 
ex-noble,  and  zealous  fupporter  of  the  conftitution, 
had  conflantly  refifted  the  armed   meeting  on  the 
aoth    of  June.      On    the    enfuing  day   they   pub- 
limed  a   declaration  that  the   feditious  commotions 
could  not  have  taken  place  had  the  laws  for  preserving 
the  public  peace  been  duly  obferved.    They  perfevered 
in  their  enquiries,  and  in  defiance  of  incendiary 

motions, 


HISTORY  OF  PRANCE.  207 

motions  and  threats,  fufpended  Petion  and  Manuel  CH.  vr. 
from  their  offices.  1792. 

The  examination  of  this  affair  beingr  re- 

1  7th 

ferred  to  the   king,  he   defied  ihe  aflembly 

to  decide  on  it,  as  he  was  personally  concerned.    This 

juft  and  reaionable  requefl  was  refitted  as  repugnant 

to  the  conftitution  ;  and  the  jacobins,  determining  to 

maintc'in  in  the  puLiic  mind  an  oppofuicn  between 

thte  king  and  the  mayor,  paffed  to  the  order  of  the 

day. 

In  two  days  afrer  the  fcene  occafioned  by 
Lamourette,  Lnlfot  again  produced  his  fpeech, 
every  paragraph  of  which  teemed  with  rancour  againft 
the  king,  who  was  mentioned  in  the  moft  con- 
temp. uous  terms;  and  his  mir.ifters,  who  were  loaded 
with  abufe.  After  fophiftically  attempting  to  prove 
that  the  king  had  abdicated  the  crown,  according  to 
thefpirit,  though  not  the  letter,  of  the  conftitution,  he 
moved  in  the  name  of  the  king  that  his  conduct  fhould 
be  enquired  into;  and  a  report  made  on  the  fubject 
of  abdication,  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  efcaping, 
through,  the  obfcurity  of  the  law,  the  penalty  incurred 
by  the  greateft  of  crimes.  The  fpeech  was  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  commit  Lee  of  twelve. 

The  minifters,  however,  did  not  await  the 
deciiion,  but  made  reports  on  the  ftate  of  the 
nation,  defcribing  with  energy  the  diforders  occa- 
fioned by  the  clubs  and   their  affiliations,  the  de- 
ficiences  of  military  and  naval  force,  and  the  facility 

of 
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CH.  VI.  of  making  peace  with  Auftria,  if  acts  of  provocation 
1792.    were  avoided.     They  then  announced  that  as  it  was 
not  in  their   power  to   refcue   the  kingdom   from 
anarchy,  they  had  that   moming  given  in  their  re- 
fignation.      The  faction   teflified  their   triumph   by 
exclamations   and  fhouts  of  joy,  and  the  minifters, 
with   dignified  contempt,    quieted  the  hall,  leaving 
them    to    their    indecent    exultation,      The 
king   foon  afterwards   appointed   M.    de  St. 
Croix  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  j  M.  Dubouchage 
for  the  marine ;   M.  d'Abancour  to  the  war  depart- 
ment ;  M.   Champion  minifter  of  juftice ;    and   M. 
Leroux  de  la  Ville  minifter  of  contributions. 

Meanwhile  the  clubs   and  fections  were  actively 
preparing  for  a  triumph  over  the  court,   and    the 
directory  of  the  department,  by  the  reftoration  of  their 
favourites  Petion  and  Manuel.     Lamourette  moved 
in  vain  for  an   amnefty  on   all   the   events   of  the 
aoth  of  June ;  the  faction,  proud  of  the  popularity  of 
their  caufe,  and  buoyed  up  by  repeated  petitions  and 
addreffes,  infifted  that  the  king  mould  decide  on  the 
cafe  of  the  mayor   and  procureur-general,  without 
even  hearing  their  explanations  *.     The  king, 
unable  to  remove  the  fufpenfion  without  ex- 
pofmg  the  directory  of  the  department  to  perfecution, 
confirmed  it,  ftating  his  reafons  in  a  wife  and  tern- 

*  Petion  had  written  a  pamphlet,  entitled  General  Rules  of  his 
Conduft  towards  the  People,  declaring  as  a  fundamental  principle 
that  he  would  on  no  occafion  caufe  their  blood  to  be  ftied. 

perate 
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perate  letter,  which  was  moft  difrefpe&fully  received  CH.  VI. 
by  the  aflembly.  When  it  had  been  read,  Petion  pre-  1792. 
fented  himfelf  at  the  bar,  and  was  welcomed  with  an 
obYervation  that  now  the  language  of  truth  and  virtue 
would  be  heard.  His  fpeech  was  replete  with  falfe- 
hood  and  calumny,  but  received  with  vehement  ap- 
plaufe ;  the  whole  fubjeft  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve,  who  rapidly  decided  that  the  fuf- 
penfion  fhould  be  removed ;  and  the  aflembly  con- 
curred, without  even  permitting  the  documents  to  be 
read.  A  fimilar  decree  was  pronounced  in  favour  of 
Manuel,  and  the  directory  of  the  department  refigned 
their  offices  *. 

The  period  of  the  confederation  now  approached, 
and  it  was  rendered  additionally  alarming  by  the 
arrival  of  large  bands  offederes  from  the  departments, 
who  were  felected  from  the  moft  furious  votaries  of 
the  clubs,  and  prefented  petitions  of  the  moft  inflam- 
matory and  unconftitutional  tendency.  A  plot  formed 
by  Santerre  to  murder  the  queen  was  betrayed,  and 
the  aflaflin  arrefted,  but  refcued  by  his  party  f.  The 
public  were  kept  in  alarm  by  reports  of  confpiracies  to 
be  executed  on  the  day  of  confederation  ;  the  barracks 
of  the  ecole  militaire  were  fearched  on  fufpicion  of  a 
plot  j  and  the  regular  troops  compelled  to  leave  Paris. 

*  He  was  heard  the  i$th  of  July,  and  his  fufpenfion  removed  OB 
the  23d.  See  Biographical  Memoirs  j  articles  Manuel  and  Petion. 

•j-  See  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  337,  and  Annals, 
vol.  VI I.  p.  15. 

The 
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CH.  VI.  The  people  were  even  agitated  by  a  report  that  gun- 
1792.  powder  was  depofited  under  the  altar  to  blow  up  the 
national  afiembly  in  the  ad  of  taking  the  oath,  and 
were  only  undeceived  by  an  examination  on  the  fpot. 
The  ceremony  of  the  confederation,  though 
loaded  with  feveral  new  burlefque  pageantries, 
was,  however,  oh  the  whole,  quiet  and  orderly.  The 
royal  family  were  placed  in  a  balcony  covered  with 
crimfon  velvet,  which  gave  rife  to  fome  petulant  ex- 
clamations from  the  mob ;  and  the  cries  of  Five  le  Rot ! 
were  mingled  with  Vive  Petion !  Vivent  les  yacobins ! 
A  has  le  Veto  !  A  has  le  Department !  The  king,  how  \ 
ever,  taking  the  oath  on  the  altar,  inftead  of  remaining 
in  his  place,  as  on  the  former  occafion,  completely 
gratified  the  populace  ;  and  he  quitted  the  Champ  de 
Mars  amid  loud  and  general  acclamations  *. 


*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.   I.  p,    83  j  Bcrtrand's  Annals, 
vol.  VII.  p.  1 6. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  King  of  Prujfia  joins  with  the  Emperor— They 
prepare  to  invade  France — Mantfefto  propofed  by  M. 
Mallet  du  Pan — Plots  of  the  Faction  in  Paris— Peti- 
tion of  the  Federes — Different  Views  of  the  Factious — 
Petitions  for  depofmg  the  King — State  of  the  Army — 
Luckner's  Vifit  to  Paris — His  Letter  to  the  Affembly — 
Falfe  Charge  againft  La  Fayette — Difproved — Recruits 
enrolled — Further  Manoeuvres  of  the  Factious — Pro- 
ceedings of  the  allied  Armies— Manifefto  of  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick— Its  Effects— The  Garden  of  the  Tuil- 
leriesJhut—M.  dc  Efpretnenil  affaulted— Proceedings 
of  the  .-'Jftmbly — Arrival  and  Conduct  of  the  Marfeil- 
lois — Sagacious  Decrees  of  the  AJ/embly  in  Favour  of 
Prufftan  and  Aitjirian  Dcferters — The  King's  Letter 
on  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  Manifefto — Petition  of  the 
Commune  for  his  Depofition —  Proceedings  of  the  Section 
of  Maucsnfeil— -Petitions  fro?n  all  the  Sections  of  Paris 
— Arts  ufed  to  influence  the  People— Preparations  for 

.  an  Infurrection — Loft  Court-Day  at  the  Tuillerics  — 
Negotiations  of  the  King's  Friends  with  Briffbt  and 
Santcrre — Petition  of  the  Federes — All  Petitions  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Twelve — Events  of  the  loth 

of 


of  Auguft — The  King  depofed — Separated  from  bis 
Attendants— Expofition  of  Motives — The  Royal  Family 
confined  in  the  Temple  —  Republican  Exertions  in  Paris 
— State  of  the  Army — Firft  Proceedings  of  the  Allies—* 
Conduft  of  Arthur  Dillon  >  n  the  Depojition  of  the  King 
-—Crafty  Conduct  of  Dumouriez-^— Rajh  and  feeble 
Proceedings  of  La  Fayette — He  runs  away,  and  is 
taken  Pr if  oner — Dumouriez  commands  the  Army — 
Progrefs  of  the  Allies— Invejlment  of  Thionville — 
Capture  ofLongwy — Verdun — The  Invaders  approach 
Chalons—  Meafures  of  Defence  taken  by  Dumouriez — 
Confternation  in  Paris — The  Britijh  EmbaJJador  with- 
drawn— Le  Brurfs  Letter  to  him — Declamations 
again/I  the  King  of  France — And  Kings  in  general — 
yean  de  Erie's  Motion  to  engage  a  Corps  of  Regicides 
— Thomas  Paine  and  others  made  French  Citizens — 
Terror  of  Roland— -Views  of  Danton — Numerous 
Arrejls — And  horrible  Majfacre  in  the  Prifons—' 
Murder  of  the  Princefs  de  La?nballe —  Cruel  Device  of 
the  Mob  to  infult  the  King  and  £>ueen-*— General  Con- 
tempt of  the  Legi/lative  AJJembly — Infolence  of  the 
Commune — Progrefs  of  the  Elections  for  the  National 
Convention — AJfaffinations  and  Robberies  in  Paris — 
The  Garde  Meuble  de  la  Couronne  plundered — DiJJolu* 
tion  and  general  Character  of  the  Legi/lative  Affembly. 


Cri.VII.    1792.    JLJURING  thefe  tranfaftions  the  king   of 
Pruffia,  faithful  to  his  engagement  with  the  emperor, 
prepared  to  co-operate  with  him  in  refilling  the  ag- 

greffion. 
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greflion  of  France,  and  an  invafion  was  agreed  on  in  CH-  VII. 
which  the  joint  forces  were  to  be  commanded  by  the    1792. 
duke  of  Brunfwick,   who  was  confidered   the  firft 
general  in  Europe  *. 

After  furmounting  fome  difficulties  in  verifying  his 
commiffion,  M  Mallet  du  Pan  was  received  in  a  moft 
gracious  and  confidential  manner  by  the  emperor  and 
king  of  Prufiia ;  their  minifters  entirely  approved  his 
plan  of  a  manifeflo,  and  declared  that  no  view  of 
ambition,  perfonalintereft,  or  difmemberment,  entered 
into  the  projects  of  their  fovereigns.     They  wiihed  to 
reflore  order  in  France  for  the  fake  of  peace,  which 
could  not  exift  till  the  reign  of  anarchy  was  termin- 
ated ;  they  did  not  however  pretend  to  impofe  any 
form  of  government,  but  left  that  arrangement  to 
the  king  and  nation.     As  the  projected  invafion  was 
about  to  commence,  M.  Bertrand,  who  conducted  the 
correfpondence  on  the  part  of  the  king,  recommended 
in  his  name,  that  all  peaceable  citizens  mould  not 
only  be  fpared,  but  effectually  protected  t« 

The  faction  which  had  fo  long  agitated  the  capital, 
was,  at  this  period,  lefs  interefted  in  oppoling  the 
efforts  of  an  external  enemy  than  in  procuring  the 
downfal  of  the  royal  power  j  againft  which  their  ani- 
mofity  daily  increafed.  Their  private  councils  were 
turbulent  and  uncertain;  and  their  mutual  rivalry 

*  Bouilie's  Memoirs,  p.  498. 

t  Bertrand's  Annals',  vol.  VI.  p.  389  ;  vol.  VII.  p.  19. 

was 
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CH.VTi.was  with  difficul  y  prevented  from  producing  open 
1793]"  hoftiiities.  The  contempt  of  the  public  for  their  cha- 
racters and  proceedings  prevented  any  general  exertion 
in  their  behalf;  and  although  delufion  and  calumny 
had  rendered  the  people  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the 
royal  family,  the  faction  could  obtain  for  themfelves 
no  ftrenuous  indications  of  favour,  except  from  pre- 
pared mobs,  prompted  petitioners,  and  their  own  im- 
mediate dependents  or  expectants.  Such  were  at 
once  their  malice  and  their  impotency,  that  they 
ferioufly  difcufied  the  propriety  of  murdering  one  of 
their  own  friends,  and  imputing  the  crime  to  the 
court,  in  order  to  excite  the  indignation  of  the 
people  *. 

The  federes  from  the  departments  were  lefs  than 
three  thoufand  in  number,  but  as  they  formed  the 
chief  hope  of  the  party,  they  were  detained  in  Paris, 
contrary  to  a  decree  of  the  afiembly,  directing  them, 
after  the  confederation,  to  repair  to  the  camp  at 
Soifibns.  Thefe  men  petitioned  the  aflembly  to  fuf- 
pend  the  executive  power  in  the  perfon  of  the  kin?, 
difcharge  the  ftaff  and  other  military  officers  ap- 
pointed by  him,  change  the  judicial  bodies,  impeach 
La  Fayette,  and  puniih  the  directories  of  depart- 
ments and  diftricts.  This  infolent  pretence  of  a 
handful  of  provincial  foldiers  to  legiflaffe  in  all  matters 

*  See  CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II.  p.  2^1  ;  and  Hiftoire 
du  Regne  de  Frederic-Guillaume  II.  Roi  de  Pruffe,  par  Segur, 
.vjl.  II.  p.  261. 

civil 
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civil  and  military  for  the  whole  empire,  octafiofied  CH.  VII. 
fome   indignation,    but   the   aflembly,   though   they 
parted  to  the  order  of  the  day,  bafely  invited  the  peti- 
tioners to  the  honour  of  the  fitting. 

To  procure  a  decree  of  forfeiture  of  the  crown  was 
the  general  aim  of  all  the  members  forming  the 
popular  junto,  but  their  ulterior  projects  were  widely 
different :  fome  thought  of  eftablifhing  a  council  of 
regency  during  the  minority  of  the  dauphin,  and 
ruling  the  realm  by  their  influence  in  the  legiflature  *  ; 
a  fecond  party  hoped  to  make  the  duke  of  Orleans 
regent,  and  by  moulding  him  to  their  will  to  govern 
in  his  name  j  while  a  third  party,  too  low  to  expect 
influence  at  court,  too  limited  in  talents  to  gain 
afcendancy  in  the  legiflature,  and  too  recently  intro- 
duced to  hope  for  authority  with  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
concealed  their  views  with  cautious  myftery,  intending 
to  make  the  utmoft  advantage  of  any  change,  but  in 
all  events  to  retain  their  influence  with  the  rabble, 
by  whofe  means  they  could  at  all  times  render  them- 
felves  ufeful  or  dreadful  j— thefe  were  the  men  who 
afterwards  afTumed  the  honour  of  founding  the  re- 
public.  All  concurred  in  prefenting  daily  petitions 
for  the  depofition  or  fufpenfion  of  the  king ;  in  all 
which  the  utmoft  malignity  of  invention  could  not 
fwpply  a  fmgle  allegation  againft  his  conduct  ;  all 
vere  replete  with  general  declamations,  vague  fur* 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VII.  p.  51. 

VOL.  I*  q^  mifes, 
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CH.  VII.  mifes,  and  affertions  of  rights  or  principles  of  govern* 
rnent  exprefsly  repugnant  to  the  conftitution.  The 
king  was  therefore,  in  fact,  the  only  zealous  protector 
of  that  code  j  while  thofewho,  with  affected  invocations, 
fwore  to  maintain  it  or  die,  and  pronounced  its 
enemies  the  foes  of  mankind,  were  labouring  to  effect 
its  deftruction. 

In  the  progrefs  of  their  tafk,  they  felt  confiderable 
alarm  from  the  difpofition  of  the  army :  La  Fayette's 
vifit  to  the  capital  was  remembered  with  terror  and 
indignation  j  and  Luckner,  profefling  the  fame  fenti- 
ments,  excited  an  equal  portion  of  hatred,  though  not 
of  fear,  as  he  was  lefs  renowned  and  lefs  popular. 
He  alfo  arrived  in  Paris  a  few  days  after  the  departure 
of  La  Fayette,  and  was  fummoned  to  give  an  account 
of  his  proceedings  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly.  He 
anfwered,  that  he  could  account  only  to  the  king ; 
the  narrative  of  his  operations  would  be  found  in  his 
correfpondence  which  they  had  already  demanded 
from  the  minifler  at  war  j  and  reminded  the  legiflature 
of  their  zealous  proteftations  and  promifes  of  recruits, 
notwithftanding  which  the  ranks  of  the  army  con- 
tinued thin,  and  the  fupplies  deficient.  The  next  day 
he  difavowed  this  letter,  faying  it  was  not  his  own  com- 
pofition,  but  that  his  fignature  was  extorted  ;  and  he 
was  reproached  in  the  aflembly  with  drunkennefs  or 
dotage. 

Although  Luckner's  vifit  to  the  capital  produced 
neither  honour  to  himfelf  nor  advantage  to  any 

party, 
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party,  the  Brifibtines  founded  on  it  an  accufa-     2Ift     CH.  Vir. 
tion  againft  La  Fayette,  equally  falfe,  abfurd,    July.        j-™. 
and  atrocious.     La  Source,  one  of  their  orators,  de- 
clared that  Luckner  had  mentioned  to  fix  of  their 
party,  at  the  houfe  of  Gobet,  an  invitation  conveyed  to 
him  from  La  Fayette  by  Bureau  de  Puzy,  to  join  with 
him  in  marching  their  armies  to  Paris.     Guadet  fup- 
ported  the  accufation,  adding  that  he  had  taken  down 
Luckner's  words,  which  he  read  in  broken  French, 
fuch  as  the  old  marfhal  fpoke  j   and  the  paper  being 
left  at  the  bar,  was  figned  by  him,  Briffot,  Delmasj 
Genfonne,  La  Marque,  and  La  Source.     La 
Fayette,  in  a  letter  to  the  affembly,  diftindly 
and   contemptuouily  denied  the  charge  ;    De  Puzy, 
being  examined  at  the  bar,   not  only  difa- 
vowed  the  tranfadion,  but  refuted  the  allega- 
tion by  the  production  of  a  correfpondence  between 
La  Fayette  and  the  marfhal ;  and,  finally,  Luckner 
himfelf,  by  letter,  exprefsly  denied  the  fad,      4th 
and  complained   that  his   converfation   had  Augurt. 
been   mifreprefented.     Briffot,  however,    perfevered 
in  moving  the  impeachment  of  La  Fayette  j 
but  the  general  being  defended  with  great 
zeal  and  ability  by  the  leaders  of  the  conftitutional 
party,  was  acquitted  *. 

Meanwhile,  under  pretence  of  recruiting,    20th 
great  numbers   of  volunteers  were  enrolled   July- 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  341. 

Q_  3  from 
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CH.  VII.  from  among  the  lowed  rabble  of  the  capital;  and  they 
too,  before  their  departure  for  the  army,  prefented 
petitions  in  the  ufual  ftyle  of  the  day.     Thefe  recruits 
were  relied  on  as  fure  means  of  fpreading  difaffe&ion 
and  infubordination  among  the  troops ;  while 
the  king's  perfonal  defence  was  further  weak- 
ened by  a  decree  for  removing  the  Swifs  guards  from 
Paris. 

^The  helplefs  and  forlorn  ftate  of  the  royal  power 
encouraged  fedition,  and  rendered  concealment  or 
reftraint  unneceffary.  The  project  of  overturning  the 
government  was  avowed  both  in  print  and  in  fpeech : 
the  club  orators  declaimed  in  favour  of  an  agrarian 
law ;  and  Briflbt  diffeminated  the  project  which  Petion 
had  alluded  to  in  the  conftituent  affembly,  of  forming 
a  national  convention,  by  the  unqualified  fuffrage  of 
every  man  in  France  *.  Secret  councils  were  held  at 
Charenton,  where  it  was  refolved  that  a  new  conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  abolition  of  royalty,  were  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary ;  but  differences  of  opinion  arofe  as  to  the 
means ;  fome  recommending  an  open  attack  in  the 
legiflature,  while  others,  and  their  opinion  prevailed, 
advifed  a  fecret  procefs  in  which  the  mob  fliould  act 
without  any  avowed  inftigators  f.  The  numerous 
parties  intrufted  with  the  fecret  of  this  confpiracy, 

*  Conjuration  d'Orleans,  vol.  III.  p.  1 74 ;  Petier's  late  Picture 
of  Paris,  vol.  I.  p.  37, 

•J-  Garat's  Memoirs,  p.  38. 
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had,  however,  fo  little  confidence  in  each  other,  that 
Vergniaud,  Guadet,  and  Genfonne,  by  letter,  offered  f 
to  relinquifh  the  plan,  if  the  king  would  recal  Uoland, 
Claviere,  and  Servan ;  but  Louis  abfolutely  refufed 
to  comply,  and,  with  indifcreet  generofity,  returned 
to  the  confpirators  a  letter  with  which  he  might  have 
fecured  their  neutrality,  or  effected  their  ruin.  They 
intended  to  execute  their  project  on  the  29th  of  July, 
but  fome  friends  of  the  king,  being  apprifed  of  the 
danger,  ingenioufly  contrived  to  avert  it  for  the 
moment  *, 

The  combined  forces  had  now  commenced  active 
operations.  The  emperor  and  king  of  PrufTia  pub-, 
limed  ftrong  and  judicious  declarations  of  their 
motives  for  engaging  in  hoflilities  f  ;  but  on  25th 
the  armies  being  put  in  motion,  a  manifefto  July- 
was  iflfued  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  which,  from  the 
great  portion  of  attention  it  has  excited,  demands 
particular  notice.  It  is  previoufly  to  be  obferved,  that 
Mallet  du  Pan,  confidering  his  miffion  terminated,  had 
retired  to  his  native  country  ;  and  this  paper,  drawn 
up  by  M.  Dulimon,  as  dictated  by  the  minifters  of  the 
emperor  and  king  of  Pruflia,  was  figned  by  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  who  had  not  been  confulted  in  the 
compofition  *. 

*  See  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  III.  p.  8. 
f  See  thefe  papers  in  Rivington's  Annual  Regifter  for  1 792* 
part  II.  pp.  *277  and  *28o. 

J  See  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VI.  p.  83. 

It 


220  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

^CH.  VII.  It  began  by  recapitulating  the  aggreflions  of  France 
1792.  againft  the  rights  and  pofleflions  of  the  German 
princes,  the  unprovoked  declaration  of  war  againfl  the 
emperor,  the  invalion  of  his  dominions,  and  the  de- 
fenfive  alliance  which  impelled  the  king  of  Pruflia  to 
take  up  arms  in  the  caufe.  Both  fovereigns,  it  pro- 
ceeded^ had  mofl  cordially  in  view  the  important 
object  of  terminating  the  anarchy  which  prevailed  in 
France  ;  they  were  anxious  to  flop  the  attacks  made 
pn  the  altar  and  throne  j  and  to  reftore  to  the  king  his 
legitimate  power,  liberty,  and  fafety,  and  the  means  of 
cxercifing  his  conftitutional  authority.  Convinced 
that  the  fober  part  of  the  nation  detefled  the  excefles 
of  the  faction  which  enflaved  them,  and  awaited  only 
a  favourable  moment  to  declare  themfelves  openly,  the 
duke  proclaimed, 

i ft.  That  the  allied  courts  had  no  object  in  view 
but  the  welfare  of  France,  without  pretending  to 
enrich  themfelves  by  conquefts : 

idly.  They  did  not  mean  to  intermeddle  with  the 
internal  government,  but  merely  to  deliver  the  royal 
family  from  captivity ;  and  enfure  to  the  king  that 
fafety  which  was  neceflary  for  his  making  fuch  convo- 
cations as  he  mould  judge  proper,  and  for  enfuring  the 
welfare  of  his  fubjecls  : 

3dly.  The  combined  armies  would  protect  places, 
perfbns,  and  property,  where  they  found  fubmiflion 
to  the  king,  and  a  difpofition  to  concur  in  the  reftora- 
{ion  of  order  and  police  : 

4thly. 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  221 


4thly.   The  national  guards  were  called  on  to  pre-  CH- 
ferve  tranquillity   in   all   towns  and  places  till  the    1792. 
arrival  of  the  combined  armies,  or  until  orders  to  the 
contrary,  on  pain  of  being  perfonally  refponfible  ;  but 
national  guards  fighting  againft  the  allies  ihould  be 
treated  as  enemies,  and  punifhed  as  rebels  : 

5thly.  The  regular  troops,  both  officers  and 
privates,  were  called  on  to  return  to  their  allegiance  : 

6thly.  The  members  of  departments,  diftri&s,  and 
municipalities,  were  rendered  refponfible,  on  pain  of 
lofing  their  heads  and  their  eflates,  for  all  crimes,  con- 
flagrations, murders,  and  pillage,  which  they  mould 
fuffer  to  take  place,  or  not  endeavour  to  prevent  ;  and 
they  were  to  continue  their  functions  till  the  king, 
when  fet  at  full  liberty,  mould  make  further  arrange- 
ments, or  until  further  orders  in  his  name  : 

7thly.  The  inhabitants  of  towns,  burghs,  and 
villages,  who  mould  dare  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
the  troops  of  the  allied  armies,  and  to  fire  upon  them 
either  in  the  open  country,  or  through  doors  or  win- 
dows, were  to  be  punifhed  inftantly  according  to  the 
rigorous  rules  of  war,  or  their  houfes  demoliflied  and 
burnt.  On  the  contrary,  all  inhabitants  of  fuch  towns, 
burghs,  and  villages,  as  mould  readily  fubmit  to  the 
king  by  opening  their  gates  to  the  allied  troops,  mould 
be  under  their  fafeguard  and  protection,  and  perfons 
and  property  effectually  fecured. 

The  eighth  article  was  in  thefe  words  :  c*  The  city 
of  Paris,  and  all  its  inhabitants,  without  diftinction, 

mail 
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CH.  VII  {hall  be  called  upon  to  fubmit  inftantly  and  without 
1792.  delay  to  the  king,  to  fet  that  prince  at  full  liberty,  and 
to  enfure  to  his,  and  to  all  royal  perfons,  that  inviola- 
bility and  refpect  which  are  due,  by  the  laws  of  nature 
and  of  nations,  to  fovereigns  :  their  imperial  and  royal 
majefties  making  perfonally  refponfible  for  all  events, 
on  pain  of  loiing  their  heads ,  purfuant  to  military  trials, 
without  hopes  of  pardon,  all  the  members  of  the 
national  afiembly,  of  the  department,  of  the  diftrift, 
of  the  municipality,'  and  of  the  national  guards  of 
Paris,  juftices  of  peace,  and  others  whom  it  may  con- 
cern ;  and  their  imperial  and  royal  majefties  further 
declare,  on  their  faith  and  word  of  emperor  and  king, 
that  if  the  palace  of  the  TuiUeries  be  forced  or  in- 
fulted — if  the  lead  violence  be  offered — the  leaftoutrage 
done  to  their  majefties,  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the 
royal  family — if  they  be  not  immediately  placed  in 
fafety,  and  fet  at  liberty,  they  will  inflict  on  thofe  who 
fhall  deferve  it  the  moft  exemplary  and  ever-memorable 
avenging  punifhments,  by  giving  up  the  city  of  Paris 
to  military  execution,  and  expofing  it  to  total  de- 
ilruftion  ;  and  the  rebels  who  mall  be  guilty  of  illegal 
refiftance,  (hall  fuffer  the  punifhrnents  which  they  have 
deferved  :  their  imperial  and  royal  majefties  promife, 
on  the  contrary,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Paris,  to  employ  their  good  offices  with  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty,  to  obtain  for  them  a  pardon  for 
their  infults  and  errors,  and  to  adopt  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons  and  property, 

provided 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  222 

provided  they  fpeedily  and  flri&ly  conform  to  the  CH.VU. 
above  injunctions."  1799. 

Finally,  the  allied  fovereigns  protefted  againft  all 
a&s  and  declarations  iffued  in  the  king's  name  fo 
long  as  he  was  not  at  liberty,  and  his  family  in  fafety; 
and  they  therefore  intreated  him  to  appoint  a  town 
on  the  frontiers  to  which  he  would  retire,  and  where 
he  might  in  fafety  fend  for  fuch  minifters  and  coun- 
fellors  as  he  chofe  to  nominate;  and  order  fuch  con- 
vocations as  wemld  provide  for  the  reftoration  of 
order,  and  the  regular  adminiftration  of  his  king- 
dom. 

And,  in  his  own  name,  the  duke  promifed  to  en- 
force order  and  difcipline  among  his  troops,  to  treat 
with  mildnefs  and  moderation  thofe  well-difpofed  fub- 
jeds  who  fliould  fubmit  peaceably  and  quietly,  and 
to  employ  force  only  againft  thofe  who  fhould  be 
guilty  of  refinance,  or  manifefl  evil  intentions.  He 
therefore  called  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  France  nqt 
to  oppofe  the  troops  under  his  command,  but  rather 
to  permit  their  free  entrance  into  the  kingdom,  and 
mew  them  all  the  benevolence  which  circumftances 
might  require. 

In  two  days  afterwards,  on  a  rumour  that 

27  th 

the  jacobins  intended  carrying  the  king  and 
royal  family  to  fome  place  in  the  fouth  of  France,  the 
duke  iffued  another   proclamation,    reinforcing  the 
eighth  article  of  his  former  manifefto,  and  declaring, 
that  if  the  king,  the  queen,  or  any  other  perfon  of  the 

royal 
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.  VIT.  royal  family,  mould  be  removed,  the  rigours  de. 
nounced  againft  Paris  mould  be  extended  to  every 
town  and  place  which  had  not  oopofed  their  paffage  ; 
and  the  route  taken  by  the  offenders  mould  be  marked 
wi:h  a  feries  of  exemplary  punimment,  juftly  due  to 
the  authors  and  abettors  of  crimes  7or  which  there 
was  no  remifiion.  All  the  inhabitants  of  France  were 
called  upon  to  take  warning  of  the  dangers  with  which 
they  were  threatened,  and  which  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  avoid,  unlefs  they  oppofed  with  all 
their  might  the  paflage  of  the  royal  family  to  any 
place  where  the  factious  might  wifh  to  carry  them  *. 

Although  thefe  papers  were  not  officially  deli- 
vered, they  were  printed  and  profufely  circulated, 
and  defcanted  on  in  the  manner  which  fuited  the  views 
of  the  party  which  governed  the  prefs.  Every  para- 
graph which  breathed  a  fpirit  of  mildnefs,  lenity,  or 
juflice,  was  left  unnoticed  or  burlefqued,  while  thofe 
which  contained  imprudent  or  unjuftifiable  threats, 
were  loaded  with  execration  as  the  produce  of  mon- 
flrous  arrogance,  cruelty,  and  injuftice.  The  firft 
manifeilojfor  that  was  principally  confidered,  wrought 
irreparable  injury  to  the  caufe  of  the  allied  fovereigns, 
and  to  the  unfortunate  prince  they  intended  to  be- 
friend. *e  All  parties,  fome  violent  royalifls  except- 
ed,"  fays  Bertrand  de  Moleville,  "  were  provoked 

*  See  State  Papers  in  Riving  ton's  Annual  Regiiler  for  1 792, 
part  II.  pp.  *a83,  *a86. 

at 
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at  the  boaftings  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  or  laughed  CH.  VII. 
at  him.  The  factious  did  not  fail  to  attribute  to  the 
fuggeftions  of  the  king  all  the  menaces  refpecting 
the  fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  family  ;  and  thence  con- 
cluded, that  his  majefty  was  in  correfpondence  with 
the  enemies  of  the  nation.  How  could  it  be  expected 
that  the  threat  of  giving  up  Paris  to  be  pillaged  would 
have  any  effect  upon  the  jacobins,  few  of  whom  had 
any  property  there  ?  Still  lefs  was  it  calculated  to  in- 
timidate the  brigands,  who  had  flocked  thither  ia 
fuch  numbers,  only  in  the  hope  of  that  very  pillage, 
for  which  they  would  not  have  failed  to  join  the  Auf- 
trians  and  Pruflians  *.'* 

The  unfavourable  conftrudtions  to  which  this  mani? 
fefto  gave  rife,  juftified  the  jealoufy  of  the  faction^ 
and  the  infults  with  which  they  had  fo  long  loaded 
the  king  ;  while  the  fear  of  implicating  thcmfelves  in 
the  charge  of  defending  it,  deterred  many  well-dif- 
pofe'd  perfons  from  mewing  any  fentiments  of  kind- 
nefs  towards  him,  or  of  indignation  againft  his  op-r 
pofers.  Some  previous  proceedings  had  excited  fen- 
fations  which  might  have  united  a  refpectable  body  in 
the  king's  favour.  Even  Petion  had  been  obliged  to 
difperfe  a  mob  collected  in  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine 
for  the  pretended  purpofe  of  fearching  in  the  palace 
for  concealed  fire-arms.  The  aflembly  had  pafled  a 
decree  that  known  merchants  alone  mould  be  fur- 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VII.  p.  83. 

niihed 
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CH.  VII.  nimed  with  paflports,  a  meafure  far  from  agreeable 

1792.    to  tne  public  ;  and    ^uadet  had  imprudently  moved 

an  addrefe  to  the  king,  which  expofed  his  party  to 

great   contempt  by  openly  mewing  their  eagernefs 

to  fecure  power  to  their  favourite  miniflers. 

Another  proceeding  of  the  afiembly  fhocked  all 
confiderate  people,  befides  giving  great  uneafmefs  to 
the  royal  family.  Since  the  aoch  of  June  the  gardens 
of  the  Tuilleries  had  been  fhut,  but  the  populace,  by  a 
petition  to  the  aflembly,  obtained  leave  to  affemble  on 
the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  where  a  guard  was  placed 
to  prevent  their  trefpafling.  An  affray  was  foon  ex- 
cited, in  which  M.  d'Jifpremenil  was  feized,  and  after 
fuftaining  great  perfonal  injuries,  difficultly  refcued 
from  the  mob,  who  were  bent  on  his  murder.  The 
national  guard  petitioned  the  aflembly  to  prevent  the 
renewal  of  thefe  outrages  by  mutting  the  terrace  of 
the  Feuillans ;  but  this  reafonable  requeft  was  re- 
fufed,  and  the  committee  of  domains  ordered  to  re- 
port whether  the  garden,  of  the  Tuilleries  belonged 
exclufively  to  the  firlt  public  functionary.  The  king 
anticipated  the  decifion,  by  throwing  open  his  por- 
tion of  the  gardens ;  but  revolutionary  orators  per- 
fuaded  the  rabble,  that  it  ^yas  beneath  their  dignity  to 
accept  a  favour  fo  long  arbitrarily  withheld ;  or  to 
frequent  that  land  of  Coblentz,  where  only  court  va- 
lets, emigrants,  and  confpirators,  ought  to  befeen.  A 
line  was  drawn  on  the  ground,  and  tri-coloured 
ribands  tied  acrofs  the  paflages,  to  which  the  people 

pinned 
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pinned  grcfs  libels ;  while  the  mob  orators  inveighed  Ca,  VII. 
againft  the  royal  family  in  terms  of  the  moft  naufeous 
abufe. 

The  difguft  occafioned  by  thefe  proceedings  was 
further  increafed  when  an  ill-looking  band  of  federes 
from  Marfeilles,  arriving  in  Paris  by  defire  and  for 
the  fupport  of  the  faction,  made  their  progrefs 
through  the  city ;  and,  after  a  violent  aflault  on  a 
few  national  guards,  beat,  abufed,  and  robbed  of 
their  hats,  all  the  bourgeois  who  wore  filken  inftead 
of  woollen  cockades,  which  thefe  brigands  declared  to 
be  the  only  true  figns  of  equality. 

Had  the  king,  at  this  period,  been  able  to  adopt 
any  of  the  numerous  plans  prefented  for  his  efcape, 
it  could  hardly  be  doubted  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
nation,  feeing  the  oppreflions  and  infults  to  which  he 
had  been  fubje&ed,  would  fpontaneoufly  have  de- 
clared themfelves  in  his  favoirr,  or  at  leaft  rallied 
round  his  flandard  at  the  firft  favourable  moment. 
But  it  was  far  otherwife  when  a  threatening  manifefto 
would  have  deprived  them  of  all  credit,  and  ftigina- 
tifed  them  as  yielding  to  the  dictates  of  fear  alone. 

The  afiembly  counteracted  the  invitation  0, 
of  the  manifefto  to  their  foldiers,  by  decreeing  Auguit. 
as  a  principle,  that  "  defertion  was  but  an  honourable 
exercife  of  a  natural  right,  when  men  quitted  a  land 
of  flavery  to  live  in  one  of  liberty  j"  and  declaring, 
that  every  deferter  from  the  armies  of  the  enemy 
fhould  be  received  with  fraternal  affection  as  a  French 

citizen, 
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citizen,  enjoy  a  penfion  of  a  hundred  livres  (4!.  js; 
6d.j9  which  on  his  deceafe  fhould  be  continued  to  his 
widow :  no  military  engagement  was  required,  but 
every  one  who  chofe  to  enlift  mould  receive  the  ordi- 
nary bounty ;  and  the  penfions  of  thofe  who  died 
mould  be  continued  to  furvivors,  till  each  obtained 
five  hundred  livres  (21  /.  ijs.  6d<)  a-year.  Imme- 
diately on  the  promulgation  of  this  alluring  decree, 
defertions  became  unufually  frequent  in  the  Pruffian 
and  Auflrian  armies,  while  no  French  foldiers  quitted 
their  ftandards* 

The  king  introduced  the  duke  of  Brunfr 

2d  Aug.        ...  . .,  .  . 

wick  s  mamrelto  to  the  notice  of  the  auem- 
bly,  by  a  letter,  difavowing  the  fentiments  it  con- 
tained, flating  his  own  love  of  peace,  his  regard 
for  the  honour  of  the  French  nation,  and  his  con- 
flant  attachment  to  the  conftitution.  His  letter 
was  moft  indignantly  received;  the  reading  frequently 
interrupted  by  murmurs  and  exclamations  that  it 
was  not  true ;  and  after  feveral  incendiary  fpeeches, 
Petion,  with  a  deputation  from  the  commune,  de- 
livered a  petition,  complaining  of  all  the  faults  im- 
puted to  Louis  fmce  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-ge- 
neral,  and  demanding  his  depofition.  This  petition 
\ras  referred  to  the  committee  of  twelve,  and  ferved 
as  a  model  for  proceedings  in  various  parts  of  Paris  : 
the  fection  of  Mauconfeil,  afluming  on  the  occafion 
the  title  of  Bon-confeil,  pafled  a  refolution,  that  as  li- 
berty could  not  be  faved  by  the  conftitution,  the  con- 
ftitution 
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ftitution  could  not  be  regarded  as  the  expreflion  of  CH.  Vir. 
the  general  will ;  and  as  Louis  XVI.  had  loft  the  con-  17927" 
fidence  of  the  nation,  they  would  no  longer  acknow- 
ledge him  as  king,  but  retracted  all  their  oaths  of 
allegiance;  and  they  refolved  to  petition  the  aflembly 
for  his  depofition,  vowing  rather  to  bury  themfelves 
under  the  ruins  of  liberty  than  fubmit  to  the  tyranny 
of  kings;  and  inviting  all  thefedtions  of  Paris  to  adopt 
their  refolution,  and  meet  them  on  the  5th  at  the 
Boulevard  de  la  Madelaine  to  appear  before  the  legif- 
lative  body.  To  thefe  refolutions  they  annexed  an 
addrefs  of  moft  regicide  compofition  ;  calling  the 
king  a  contemptible  tyrant ;  exhorting  the  people  not 
to  wafte  their  time  in  weighing  his  errors,  crimes, 
and  prejudices,  but  ftrike  the  frightful  coloflus  of 
defpotifm,  and  let  the  noife  of  its  fall  make  tyrants 
to  the  extremities  of  the  earth  grow  pale. 

The  aflembly  confidering  thefe  ads  as  calculated 
to  produce  an  alarm  unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of 
their  ruling  faction,  annulled  them  as  unconftitu- 
tional,  but  they  received  with  applaufe  petitions  re- 
quiring the  depofition  and  impeachment  of  the  king  ; 
and  permitted  the  orator  of  a  deputation  to  infult 
them,  by  laying,  that  if  they  refufed  to  fave  the  coun- 
try, the  people  would  do  it  themfelves.  Addrefles  to 
the  fame  effect,  and  in  nearly  the  fame  expreflions, 
were  in  four-and-twenty  hours  voted  by  all  the  fee- 
tions  in  Paris ;  except  thofe  of  the  bibliotheque,  and 

the 
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CH.  VII.  the  arfenal,  who  petitioned  againft  the  addrefs  of  the! 
1792.    commune,  but  were  received  with  murmurs  of  the 
affembly,  and  hootings  by  the  gallery. 

The  populace  were  not  only  exafperated  by  falfe 
reports,  but  incited  by  delufive  promifes  to  fanction 
and  concur  in  thefe  acts ;  they  were  led  to  believe 
that  the  depofition  of  the  king  would  reduce  the  price 
of  food ;  that  the  civil  lift  would  be  divided  among  the 
fans-culottes,  and  all  offices  of  emolument  be  left  at 
their  difpofal.  By  thefe  means,  the  faction  had  gained 
fuch  an  afcendancy,  that  they  dared  to  publifh  before- 
hand, and  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  very  day 
when  their  confpiracy  was  to  take  effect  *.  From  the 
ifl  of  Augufl  the  workmen  of  the  fauxbourgs  were 
kept  in  pay,  and  pafTed  their  days  and  nights  in 
drinking,  awaiting  the  orders  of  their  chiefs  f.  The 
people  were  alarmed  by  reports  of  a  confpiracy,  and 
taught  to  believe  that  hofts  of  armed  men  were  con- 
cealed in  the  palace  to  deftroy  all  the  people  of 
Paris  J.  The  royalifts  ineffectually  pofled  placards, 
5th  invoking  the  aid  of  all  good  citizens  §.  On 
Auguft.  Sunday  the  5th  of  Auguft,  they  paid,  for 

*  Moore's  Journal,  Vol.  I.  p.  8. 

f  Hiftorical  Account  by  a  National  Guard,  p.  a. ;  Fennel's  Re- 
view of  Tranfaftions,  p.  271.;  Peltier's  late  Picture  of  Paris, 
vol.  I.  p.  39. 

J  Fennel's  Review,  p.  340. ;  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  I. 
p.  360. ;  Hiftoire  de  la  Confpiration,  par  M.  Bigot  cte  St.  Croix, 
P-  34- 

§  Hiftorical  Account  by  a  National  Guard,  p.  31. 

the 
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the  laft  time,  the  mournful  homage  of  an  attendance  CH.  VII. 
at  court  :  their  numbers  were  refpe&able,  confider- 
ing  the  extent  of  emigration,  but  they  were  difarmed, 
and  doomed  to  fee  the  progrefs  of  the  factious  in  foli- 
citude  and  defpondence  *. 

Yet  the  royalifts,  and  even  the  conftitutlonalifts* 
were  afliduous  in  offering  the  king  money,  and  in 
fuggefting  projects  for  his  efcape  ;  all  were,  however^ 
difapproved,  or  rendered  impracticable  by  indifcretion 
or  accident.  The  populace,  inflamed  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  refentment  by  the  acquittal 
of  La  Fayette,  no  longer  affected  to  preferve  any  re* 
gard  for  the  conftitution,  or  refpecl:  for  the  conftitu* 
tional  members  of  the  afiembly,  whom  they  grofsly 
reviled,  threatened,  and  infulted.  As  a  laft  attempt, 
the  king's  friends  endeavoured  to  negotiate  with 
BriiTot,  who  readily  made  his  propofals  ;  but  they 
were  fo  exorbitant  that  the  civil  lift  could  not  find 
adequate  fupplies.  He  demanded  twelve  millions  of 
livres  (525,0007.)  in  cam,  or  good  bills  of  exchange, 
and  a  paffport  to  quit  the  kingdom  j  a  proof  that  he 
already  anticipated  thofe  divifions  among  his  adher- 
ents which  would  make  him  gladly  facrifice  ambition 
to  wealth  and  fafety  f.  A  treaty  was.  alfo  com- 
menced with  Santerre,  who  for  eighty  thoufand  livres 
(35,ooo/.)  engaged  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power 

*  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VII.  p.  113. 
f  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p. 
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CH.  VII.  for  preventing  the  attack  of  the  palace  :  part  of  this 
was  a^ua^7  Pa*d  to  mm> wnen  tne  tranfa&ion  was 
difcovered  to  fome  of  the  jacobins.  The  queen,  with 
dignified  generofity,  apprifed  Santerre  of  the  event  j 
who  fecured  his  own  fafety  by  active  hoftility  and 
inceflant  perfecution  of  the  royal  family  *. 

The  federes  petitioned  for  the  depofition  of  the 
king,  and  declared  their  refolve  to  adopt  no  part  of 
the  conftitution  but  the  rights  of  man  5  and 
to  throw  a  veil  over  that,  they  required  alfo 
the  convocation  of  the  primary  aflemblies,  at  which 
all  but  mendicants  and  vagrants  mould  vote,  for  the 
purpofe  of  confirming  the  depofition  of  the  king,  and 
fixing  the  number  of  reprefentatives  competent  to 
form  a  national  convention.  They  alfo  demanded  an 
abolition  of  directories  of  departments,  the  reduction 
of  the  ftaffs  of  armies,  the  exclufion  of  nobles  from 
pofts  of  command,  the  recal  of  the  patriot  minifters 
for  the  purpofe  of  inverting  them  pro  tempore  with 
the  executive  power,  and  a  decree  of  accufation  againft 
La  Fayette,  with  a  declaration  that  his  appearance  at 
the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  and  his  letter,  were  fufficieut 
to  warrant  his  immediate  arreft.  All  the  petitions  for 
tbe  king's  depofition  were  referred  to  the  committee 
of  twelve,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  devoted  to 
the  party  of  Briflbt ;  and  Petion  had  already  given 
notice  that  if  the  depofition  was  not  decreed,  the  fate 
of  the  aflembly  was  decided. 

*  Bertrami's  Annals,  vol.  VII.  p.  127, 

While 
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While  the  confpirators  were  preparing  for  the  in-  CH.  VII. 

furrection,  the  friends  of  the  king,  with  means  far  \  * 

1/92. 

difproportioned  laboured  for  his  prefervation.  Man- 
dat,  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guard,  was 
loyal  and  firm  ;  fixteen  picked  battalions  of -his  force 
marched  to  the  palace,  and  by  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening  all  the  pofts  were  trebled :  the  fidelity  of  the 
Swifs  guards  was  highly  and  juftly  appreciated  j  and 
the  officers  of  the  difbanded  conftitutional  guard, 
with  a  great  many  gentlemen  and  royalifts,  aflembled 
in  the  (Ell  de  Bceuf,  armed  with  fwords  and  piftols. 
Petion  had  given  Mandat  a  written  order  to  repel 
force  by  force ;  and  the  royalifts  fwore  to  fhed  the 
laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  protecting  the  perfon  and 
family  of  their  fovereign. 

At  midnight  the  toe/in  gave  the  dreadful  fig- 
nal  of  infurrection,  the  generate  was  beat ;  the 
agents  of  the  faction,  haftily  collecting  in  the  factions, 
voted  the  difmiffion  of  all  the  municipality  and  com-: 
mune,  except  Petion,  Danton,  and  Manuel,  and 
elected  in  their  ftead  a  hundred  and  ninety-two  com* 
miflioners  from  among  the  moft  defperate  of  their 
own  body,  appointing  Huguenin  prefident,  and  Tal- 
lien  fecretary.  The  excellent  difpofitions  made  for 
defence  of  the  palace  rendered  an  immediate  attack 
imprudent;  and  a  reinforcement  of  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  national  guards  arrived  with  eleven 
pieces  of  cannon ;  but  many  of  thefe,  and  all  the  ar- 
tillery-men, were  devoted  to  the  revolutionary  faction. 

R  2  >  Petion, 
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CH.VII.  Petion,  whofe  whole  conduct  fhewed  the  terror  and 
1703.  irrefolution  of  his  party,  came  to  the  palace  on  th& 
firft  alarm;  but,  by  all  the  arts  of  finefle,  avoided  giv- 
ing any  general  direction  or  opinion.  The  grenadiers. 
of  the  national  guard  at  length  furrounded,  for  the 
purpofe  of  detaining  him,  but  he  contrived  to  im- 
part to  one  of  his  friends  his  defire  to  efcape. 

Roufed  by  the  tocfin  and  the  generate,  a  few  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflature  began  at  one  o'clock  to  aflemble 
in  the  hall;  at  two  they  were  fufficiently  numerous  to 
tranfact  buiinefs ;  and  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  wifh  of  the  mayor,  decreed  his  attendance  at  the 
bar,  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  capital. 
The  grenadiers  did  not  dare  to  oppofe  this  order  \  he1 
appeared,  was  admitted  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting, 
and  then  repaired  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville^  where  he 
was  placed  under  a  guard  of  three  hundred  men,  who 
fecured  him  from  being  required  tojmterfere. 

The  new  commune  next  fummoned  Mandat  be- 
fore them ;  at  firft  he  refufed,  but  the  command  bas- 
ing more  peremptorily  repeated,  reluctantly  obey- 
ed. His  furprife  at  fight  of  new  officers  deprived  him 
of  utterance :  he  was  ordered  to  th  Abbaye ;  but 
on  quitting  the  room  was  mot  and  ftabbed,  the  order 
qf  Petion  was  taken  from  his  pocket,  and  his  corpfe 
was  thrown  into  the  Seine.  Santerre  being  now 
appointed  to  the  chief  command,  removed  from  the 
Pont-neuf  the  battalions  placed  by  his  predeceflbr  to 
die  jun&ion,  of  the  infurgents  from  the  op- 

pofite 
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pofite  fide  of  the  river,  and  fcattered  all  the  troops  CH.  VII. 
who  were  attached  to  the  king  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
their  exertions  could  be  of  no  ufe. 

Meanwhile  Louis,  who  had  pafied  a  reftlefs  night, 
divided  between  exertions  for  the  fafety  of  his  family 
and  the  duties  of  religion,  defcended  at  half  pafl  five 
o'clock  into  the  court-yard,  and,  attended  by  the 
queen,  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  and  his  children,  in- 
fpected  the  ports,  and  reviewed  the  guards.  At  firfl 
he  was  greeted  only  with  the  loyal  exclamation  Viv2 
le  roi,  but  the  artillery-men  cried  Vive  la  nation  ;  and 
two  new  battalions  arriving  during  the  review,  raifed 
fliouts  of  Vive  Petion ;  while  others  without  exclaimed 
A  has  le  veto  !  A  has  le  traitre  !  The  new-comers  foon 
feduced  others ;  and  the  national  guards  retreated, 
carrying  off  their  cannon,  and  preventing  frefh  bat- 
talions from  reaching  the  palace,  under  pretence  that 
it  was  filled  with  chevaliers  du  poignard,  and  that  the 
Swifs  had  determined  in  cafe  of  an  attack  to  fire  on 
the  people.  This  jealoufy  unfortunately  fpread  its 
effects  among  the  more  loyal  adherents  of  the  king, 
and  they  once  requefled  him  to  difmifs  thofe  faithful 
aflbciates  ;  but  the  queen  with  noble  energy  refitted 
the  propofition. 

At  fix  o'clock  the  main  armies  of  the  infurgents 
from  the  fauxbourgs  St.  Antoine  and  St.  Marceau, 
armed  with  pikes  and  muikets  from  the  arfenal,  and 
fupported  by  an  immenfe  mob  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  collected  in  every  direction,  marched  to- 
wards 
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CH.  VII.  wards  the  palace.     The  king  fent  the  minifler  of 
^JCT"*  juftice  to  the  afiembly,  to  inform  them  of  his  danger  ; 

*  /  \/*** 

while  the  befl  difpofitions  were  made  for  refilling 
with  the  fmall  force  which  remained  loyal,  the  im- 
menfe  body  which  was  advancing  to  aflail  them.  The 
vanguard  arrived  at  the  Place  du  Caroufel,  when  Rce- 
derer,  tf\z  procureur-general  fyndic  of  the  department, 
after  a  fpecious  harangue  requiring  the  mob  to  felecl: 
twenty  of  their  number  to  prefent  a  petition,  called 
on  the  troops  to  defend  their  pofl  in  conformity  to 
law,  and  repel  force  by  force.  He  was  anfwered 
only  by  a  fmall  portion  of  the  national  guard  j  while 
the  artillery  exprefifed  their  contempt  and  difobedience 
by  unloading  their  pieces  before  his  face. 

On  his  return  to  the  palace,  Rcederer  requefted  a 
private  audience ;  and  after  informing  the  king  and 
his  minifters  that  the  danger  was  imminent  beyond 
expreffion,  the  greater  part  of  the  national  guard  cor- 
rupt, and  difpofed  to  join  the  infurgents  and  maflacre 
all  perfons  in  the  palace,  advifed  the  royal  family  to 
repair  immediately  to  the  hall  of  the  national  af- 
fembly.    The  queen,  difcerning  the  true  intent  of  this 
hypocritical  propofal,  exclaimed,  <£  Nail  me  to  the 
walls  rather  ;"  but,  vanquifhed  by  the  repeated  affer- 
tions  that  the  lives  of  her  children  depended  on  it,  me 
at  length  complied.     The  king,  as  he  was  departing, 
faid  to  his  minifters  and  the  other  perfons  furrounding 
him,  "  Come,  gentlemen,  there  is  nothing  more  to 

be 
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be  done  here  *.'*    The  progrefs  of  the  royal  family  to  Cn.  VII. 
the  hall  of  the  afiembly  was  impeded  by  the  immenfe     179<> 
collection  of  people,  and  rendered  difgufting  by  li- 
centious and  profligate  abufe.     The  king's  arrival 
was  a  real  victory  to  the  eonfpirators  ;  but  they  dif- 
fembled  their  favage  exultation  till  the  fate  of  the  day 
was  decided,  and  paid  him  the  lafl  homage  rendered 
to  royalty  in  France,  by  a  deputation  of  ceremony. 

Seating  himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  prefident,  he 
raid,  "  I  am  come  hither  to  prevent  a  great  crime. 
— Among  you,  gentlemen,  I  believe  myfelf  in  fafety." 
Guadet,  who  occupied  the  chair  pro  tempore>  replied, 
"  You  may  rely,  Sire,  on  the  firmnefs  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly  ;  its  members  have  fworn  to  die  in 
defence  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities."  The  royal  family  relied  fo  impli- 
citly on  this  promife,  that  the  queen  exprefled  feer  fa- 
tisfaction  to  M.  d'Hervilly,  a  Swifs  officer,  that  the 
plans  for  their  efcape  had  been  rejected.  Guadet  ob- 
ferving  that  an  article  in  the  conilitution  forbad  deli- 
berations in  prefence  of  the  king,  his  majefty  de- 
fcended  to  the  bar  ;  but  this  not  appearing  to  remove 
the  objection,  the  royal  family  and  their  attendants 
were  crowded  into  a  fmall  box  ten  feet  fquare  and  fix 
feet  high,  fituated  behind  the  prefident 's  chair,  and 

*  Thefe  words  are  particularly  cited  to  prove  the  injuftice  of  an 
accufatifln,  afterwards  invented,  that  the  king  fought  only  his  own 
perlbnal  fafety,  ani  loft  hu  friends  to  lofe  their  live*  in  defending 
fe;s  palace. 

called 
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CH.  vll.  called  the  Iqge  du  Logographe,  from  its  being  appro- 
Priated  to  tne  reporters  for  that  newfpaper. 

When  the  king  had  quitted  the  Tuilleries,  the  mob 
advanced  in  three  columns  with  feveral  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery 5  the  cannoneers  and  national  guards  in  the 
palace  declared  in  their  favour,  the  Swifs  guards  and 
gentlemen  alone  retaining  their  fidelity.  The  mob 
collected  in  the  Caroufel  began  by  putting  to  death, 
on  the  inftigation  of  Theroigne  de  Mericourt,  nine 
perfons  who  had  been  arrefted  in  the  night,  and  car- 
ried their  heads  on  pikes,  in  the  ufual  mode  of  revo- 
lutionary triumph.  At  nine,  ammunition  arrived,  and 
the  infurgents,  among  whom  the  Marfeillois  were 
moft  confpicuous,  having  beat  down  the  gates,  drew 
up  in  two  fquares,  while  the  artillery-men,  removing 
fix  cannon  from  the  fides  of  the  court,  pointed  them 
againft  the  palace.  The  defenders  of  the  royal  refid- 
ence,  though  not  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  fifty 
of  the  aflailants,  inefficiently  armed,  and  ill  fupplied 
with  ammunition, perfevered  in  maintaining  their  port. 
The  Swifs  ftationed  at  the  foot  of  the  ftaircafe,  ar- 
refted the  progrefs  of  the  mob  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  without  firing ;  but  at  length  fome  of  the 
invaders,  having  long  pikes  with  hooks  at  the  end, 
drew  towards  them  fucceflively  five  fentinels  whom 
they  difarmed  and  murdered.  The  Swifs  now  fLed 
for  the  firft  time,  and  the  rabble  having,  with  ill-di- 
rected aim,  difcharged  their  artillery,  precipitately 
evacuated  the  courts,  which  were  occupied  by  the 

Swifs, 
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Swifs,  who  alfo  took  pofleflion  of  feveral  pieces  of  CH.VII. 
cannon.  Still  they  could  only  perform  a£ts  of  valour 
creditable  to  themfelves  in  feparate  platoons,  but  not 
tending  effectually  to  refill  the  tide  of  aflailants  which 
fwelled  on  every  fide.  The  gentlemen  in  the  palace, 
after  long  waiting  for  the  king's  return,  prepared  to 
join  him,  and  collecting  fome  Swifs  and  national 
guards,  making  with  themfelves  about  five  hundred, 
attempted  to  go  out  by  a  fmall  iron  gate  leading  to 
the  Font-royal ;  but  the  Swifs,  being  diftinguifhed  by 
their  regimentals,  were  fired  on,  and  after  many  en- 
deavours a  very  few  efcaped,  under  the  protection  of 
the  Venetian  embaffador,  who  received  them  into  his 
hotel,  and  lent  them  difguifes. 

As  foon  as  the  noife  of  firing  was  heard,  the  orators 
in  the  aflembly  were  filenced ;  the  prefident  put  on 
his  hat,  and  many  of  the  members,  with  ludicrous 
indications  of  terror,  fought  fafety  in  flight,  but 
were  reftrained  by  the  remonftrances  of  their  col* 
leagues.  The  king,  anxious  to  prevent  bloodfhed, 
difpatched  orders  to  the  Swifs  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  come  into  the  hall.  M.  d'Hervilly,  a  valiant  and 
worthy  officer, infifled  on  being  the  bearer  of  this  com« 
mand  ;  and  after  fuftaining  many  infults,  encounter- 
ing great  difficulties,  and  receiving  a  wound,  arrived 
at  the  fpot  where  thefe  brave  and  unfortunate  men 
were  performing  prodigies  of  valour.  They  were 
expofed  to  two  fires ;  from  their  afiailants  in  front, 
and  from  the  treacherous  national  guards  in  the  rear. 

D'Hervilly 
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CH.  VII.  D'Hervilly  foon  found,  that  in  their  fituation  refift. 
1792.  ance  muft  be  unavailing,  and  therefore  communicated 
the  order.  He  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the  king's 
danger,  that  had  the  flighted  probability  of  fuccefs 
appeared,  he  would  have  ferved  his  royal  mafter 
againft  his  will,  and  encouraged  the  Swifs  in  defend- 
ing themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity.  He  repaired  to 
the  aflembly  attended  only  by  the  Swifs  who  were  in 
the  courts :  at  firft  their  number  amounted  to  a  hun- 
jdjed,  but  only  fixty  reached  their  place  of  defti- 
nation,  whence  they  were  carried  to  the  guard- 
houfe,  with  orders  to  repair  to  the  barracks  at  Cour- 
bevoyc  ;  their  clothes  being  given  to  the  mob,  were 
torn  and  carried  on  pikes,  or  worn  in  fmall  pieces  as 
trophie^  Thofe  who  had  not  been  able  to  join 
M.  d'Hervilly  were  inhumanly  malfacred,  though 
they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  defifted  from  fur- 
ther oppofition.  Decency  and  humanity  recoil  from 
the  tafk  of  reciting  the  barbarous  indignities  practifed 
on  the  bodies  of  thefe  unfortunate  victims  after  their 
death,  in  which  women  were  eminently  confpicuous  : 
and  for  the  cradit  of  human  nature,  it  were  to  be 
defired  that  irrefragable  teftirnony  had  not  confirmed 
the  fact,  that  in  the  capital  of  France  fome  of  the/e 
human  bodies  were  roaftedand  devoured,  and  draughts 
of  human  blood  quaffed  by  the  people.  They  carried 
their  rage  againft  the  Swifs  to  fuch  an  excefc,  that 
many,  individuals  dreffed  like  them  were  faci  ificed  to 
their  undiftinguifhing  fury  j  and  not  only  thofe  who 

wore 
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wore  uniforms,  but  even  porters  at  the  principal  CH.  VII. 
houfes  in  Paris,  who  were  generally  of  that  nation,  j-g^. 
were  marked  out  for  vengeance.  Of  feven  hundred 
and  fifty,  the  original  number  of  privates,  only  a 
hundred  and  eighty  were  preferred  ;  and  of  thefe  only 
thirteen  furvived  the  early  days  of  the  enfuing  month. 
The  mob,  when  completely  matters  of  the  palace, 
butchered  all  whom  they  found  ;  door-keepers,  por- 
ters, and  even  the  lowed  menial  fervants :  four  la- 
dies *,  and  the  queen's  waiting  women,  had  alone  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape,  under  the  protection  of  a  de- 
tachment of  national  guards.  The  whole  number 
flaughtered  on  both  fides  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  is 
eftimated  between  four  and  five  thoufand-  The  mofl 
innocent  excefies  of  the  rabble  were  the  plunder  and 
deftruction  of  the  moveables  and  ornaments  of  fhe 
palace,  and  the  intoxication  attended  even  with  death, 
produced  by  infatiate  drinking  of  the  wine  in  the 
cellars. 

While  the  fuccefs  of  the  infurre&ion  was  uncertain, 
the  faction  preferved  fuch  a  line  of  conduct  as  they 
imagined  they  could  juftify  in  any  event.  From  this 
caution  proceeded  the  anfwer  of  Guadet  to  the  firft 
expreflions  of  the  king,  and  fome  temporifing  replies 

*  Mefdames  deTarente,  de  la  Rocheiymon,  de  Gineftoes,  auJ 
mademoifelle  de  Tourzel :  the  mother  of  this  young  lady  ami  the 
princefs  de  Lamballe  were  with  the  royal  family  in  the  loge  du 
J.ogographe. 

to 
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CH.  VII.  to  petitioners  requiring  his  depofition  ;  but  when  all 
danger  was  removed,  their  conduft  was  alfo  changed. 
Similar  petitions,  attended  with  threatening  declama- 
tions, were  afterwards  received  with  fraternal  kindnefs, 
and  thofe  who  preferited  them  invited  to  the  honours  of 
the  fitting.  Finally,  in  a  tumultuous  aflembly, where  lefs 
than  three  hundred  deputies  were  mixed  with  a  count- 
lefs  rabble  of  men,  women,  and  children — fome  in 
rags,  fome  armed,  and  fome  covered  with  blood,  and 
uttering  dreadful  imprecations — Vergniaud  prefented 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  twelve ;  and  the  aflem- 
bly pronounced  the  decree  for  fufpending  the  royal 
functions,  and  calling  a  national  convention.  Having 
gratified  the  people  by  printing  and  publifhing  this 
decree,  the  aflembly  voted  their  fittings  permanent, 
till  the  meeting  of  a  national  convention  ;  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  camp  under  the  walls  of  Paris,  to  be 
formed  of  all  citizens  who  chofe  to  enlift;  authorifed 
domiciliary  vifits  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  arms 
concealed  in  the  houfes  of  fufpe&ed  perfons  ;  recalled 
Roland,  Claviere,  and  Servan,  to  the  adminiftration, 
joining  to  them  Danton  as  minifter  of  juftice ;  Monge, 
originally  a  ftone-cutter  at  Meziers,  but  enabled  to 
ftudy  mathematics  by  the  charity  of  the  abbe  Boffut, 
and  diflinguifhed  only  as  a  furious  jacobin  *,  was 
made  minifter  of  the  marine  j  and  Le  Brun,  an  indo- 
lent and  uninformed  man,  but  equally  violent  in 

*  QSuvres  <Je  Madame  Roland,  vol.11,  p.  ia;. 

principles 
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principles  with  his  colleagues  *,  was  appointed  to  the  CH- 
foreign  department.     And  thefe  men  were  inverted    i?<>2» 
pro  tenipore  with  the  executive  power. 

During  this  day,  the  laft  in  which  Louis  was  diftin- 
guimed  with  the  name  of  king,  he  fuflained  unex- 
ampled indignities  both  from  the  mob  and  the  de- 
puties. A  man  leaning  over  the  rails  of  the  loge  dv 
Logographe,  with  his  hat  on,  placed  his  head  near  the 
king's,  and  reviled  him  with  every  term  of  abufe 
which  language  could  fupply  ;  and  Chabot  took  oc- 
cafion  to  obferve,  that  all  the  miferies  of  the  country 
were  owing  to  that  traitor  there,  pointing  at  the  king. 
The  danger  of  the  royal  family  was  fo  alarming,  that 
many  perfons  thought  their  maffacre  certain  ;  and  the 
king  and  the  ministers  pulled  up  the  iron  railing  which 
feparated  them  from  the  afiembly,  that  they  might  ia 
at  moment  take  refuge  in  the  hall.  Their  apprehen- 
iions  were  not  derived  from  flight  circumftances  ;  as 
the  affembly  feemed  to  encourage  the  mob  in  their 
ferocity,  and  the  words  LA  MORT  were  chalked  in 
large  letters  over  the  loge  du  Logographe.  The 
Luxembourg  was  at  firft  appointed  for  the  abode  of 
the  royal  family  ;  but  a  deputation  having  flated  that 
the  citizens  were  alarmed  on  account  of  the  fubter- 
raneous  paflages  at  that  palace,  the  captives  were 
compelled  to  fleep  in  the  lodging  of  the  architect  of 
the  feuillans.  They  did  not  leave  the  loge  du  Logo- 

*  CEurres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II.  p.  127. 

graph* 
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CH.  VII.  gfaphe  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  having  re- 
mained  there  fixteen  hours  with  no  refrefhment  but  a 
little  fruit,  and  a  beverage  made  of  currants  *. 

On  the  following  day  the  royal  family  were 
led  back  to  their  former  confined  ftation,  and 
ftill  doomed  to  hear  augmenting  reproaches  from  all 
clafles  of  people,  while  the  grofleft  untruths  were 
related  with  applaufe  refpe&ing  the  late  tranfaftions  j 
and  the  aflembly  applauded  every  new  effort  of 
violence,  and  fanctioned  the  republican  fury  which 
had  already  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  deftru&ion  of  all 
ftatues,  images,  and  portraits  of  kings,  together  with 
thofe  of  Mirabeau,  Necker,  and  La  Fayette,  fo  lately 
objects  of  popular  veneration.  The  food  of  the  royal 
family  was  this  day  fupplied  from  a  neighbouring 
eating-houfe;  and  at  night,  wearied  with  their  fituation 
and  the  infults  they  had  fuftained,  they  retired  to  their 
former  apartment.  Even  here  new  perfecutions  at- 
tended them ;  their  converfation  with  their  few  re- 
maining friends  was  the  next  day  reported  to 
the  affembly  as  evidence  of  a  plot  to  efcape ; 
M.  de  Rohan  Chabot,  one  of  thefe  virtuous  at- 

*  For  the  events  of  this  day,  fee  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol  I. 
pp.  891094,  and  2$ i  toa^J,  w'^  tne  authorities  there  cited: 
alib  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol  VII.  chap,  xxviii ;  Hiftoire  generate 
des  Crimes,  &c.  vol.  IV.  p.  58. ;  Journal  de  Clery,  p.  6,  et.feq.  j 
Major  Money's  Hiftory  of  the  Campaign  of  1 792,  p.  1 1,  et  feq.  j 
Hilloire  de  la  Revolution,  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Liberte,  vol.  VIII. 
p.  142,  et  feq.  j  Hiftoire  Philofophique,  par  Fantin  Defadoards, 
vol.  II.  p.  152,  et  feq. 
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tendants,  was  imprifoned,  and  the  other  four  cwiged  Cii.VH. 
reluctantly  to  quit  the  fide  of  their  fovereign»%  The  vp£T-' 
harm  terms  in  which  this  order  was  announced,  -forced 
from  Louis  an  exclamation,  at  once  plaintive  and  pro- 
phetic :  "  I  am  in  prifon,  then,"  he  faid  :  "  Charles  I. 
was,  however,  happier  than  I ;  he  retained  his  friends 
till  he  afcended  the  fcaffold  V 

The  chief  bufmefs  of  the  aflembly  on  this  day  was 
to  vote  an  addrefs,  called,  "  An  expofition  of  the  mo- 
tives on  which  the  French  national  aflembly  have  pro- 
claimed the  convocation  of  a  national  convention,  and 
prpnounced  the  fufpenfion  of  the  executive  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  king."  This  paper  was  the  produc- 
tion of  Condorcet,  and  is  a  complete  fpecimen  of 
audacious  mendacity,  and  wilful  mifreprefentation : 
the  ftatements  relative  to  the  king's  conduct  were 
completely  falfe ;  and  the  confpiracy  imputed  to  him 
againft  the  people,  on  the  loth.of  Auguft,  was  after- 
wards  proved  to  be  no  lefs  fo,  by  the  confefiion  of 
the  leaders  of  various  parties,  who  all  acquitted  the 
king,  by  arrogating  it  as  a  merit  to  themfelves  t« 
This  addrefs  was  difpatched  to  the  departments,  and 

*  Whoever  takes  the  pains  to  compare  the  treatment  experienced 
by  thefe  two  unfortunate  princes  in  the  courfe  of  their  captivity, 
will  find  many  reafons  to  extol  the  fuperior  humanity  and  lenity  of 
the  Englim  nation,  even  in  a  puritanical  age,  and  when  no  pretences 
to  fupcrior  refinement  were  advanced. 

f  See  the  Paper  in  RLungton's  Annual  Regifter  for  1792,  p.  II. 
p.  '317- 

to 
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CH.  VII.  to  the  armies  ;  and  commiflioners,  chofen  from  among 
the  aflembly  and  the  new  commune,  were  deputed  to 
affift  its  effect  by  their  atteftations,  and  by  diflribut- 
ing  copies  of  papers  pretended  to  have  been  found 
in  the  king's  efcritoire,  and  'in  the  houfes  of  his 
minifters. 

The  afTembly  at  firft  determined  to  confine 
the  royal  family  in  the  hotel  of  the  minuter  of 
juftice  ;  but  Manuel  was  directed  to  remonftrate,  that 
in  fuch  cafe  the  department  could  not  anfwer  for 
their  fafety,  as  an  efcape  might  be  effected  by  means 
of  communication  with  the  circumjacent  dwellings  ; 
and  therefore  obtained  a  decree  that  they  fhould  be 
confined  in  the  tower  of  the  Temple.  To  this  dif- 
mal  abode  the  royal  prifoners  were  conducted  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  A  prodigious  con- 
coui  fe  of  people  fur  rounded  the  carriage,  infilling  that 
,  the  glafies  mould  be  kept  down ;  and  Petion,  who 
rode  with  the  royal  family,  affecting  to  take  umbrage 
at  the  queen's  manner  of  furveying  the  people,  defired 
her  to  look  with  more  mildnefs.  The  mob  intuited 
the  prifoners  wirh  fcurrilous  invectives,  but  abftained 
from  violence  j  and  on  their  arrival  at  the  Temple, 
*Petion,  conducting  the  king  to  an  apartment,  affigned 
it  to  him  as  a  bed-room.  The  king  claimed  liberty, 
at  leaft;  to  fleep  where  he  pleafed ;  but  the  mayor  re* 
plied, "  No  ;  this  is  your  bed-room>and  here  you  are 
to  fl^ep."  Such  was  the  firft  fpecimen  of  conduct  to- 
wards a  captive  prince  whom  the  affembly  declared 

they 
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they  had  confided  to  the  care  and  virtues  of  the  ci-  CH.  VIT. 
tizens  of  Paris ;  and  for  whom  Manuel  had  promifed 
all  the  refpeft  due  to  misfortune. 

Nor  was  the  perfecution  againft  the  friends  or  par- 
tifans  of  the  royal  family  for  a  moment  fufpended ; 
the  decree  authorifmg  domiciliary  vifits  occafioned 
numerous  arrefls,  which,  as  the  barriers  were  fhut, 
it  was  impomble  to  avoid.  The  garden  and  ftreet 
orators  perfevered  in  their  harangues  againft  the 
treachery  of  the  king,  and  profligacy  of  the  queen ;  at 
the  theatres,  pieces  recommending  republici.nifm, 
and  inculcating  regicide,  were  moft  favourably  receiv- 
ed ;  and  the  form  of  prayer  for  the  royal  family  was 
no  longer  permitted  to  be  read  in  churches  *.  All 
editors  of  journals  favourable  to  the  king  were  appre- 
hended or  compelled  to  abfcond,  their  printing-of.' 
fices  robbed,  and  their  preffes  carried  away  or  de- 
ftroyed.  The  feftion  of  Marseilles  fan&ioned  by  a 
proclamation  the  deftru&ion  of  the  effigies  of  kings ; 
the  words  indicating  royalty  were  expunged  from  the 
fronts  of  all  public  buildings  and  dwelling-houfes ; 
and  the  names  of  flreets,  fquares,  and  bridges,  un- 
derwent a  conformable  alteration.  Even  the  ftatue 
of  Henry  IV.,  round  which  the  populace  had  fo  lately 
been  ufed  to  rally,  and  before  which  they  had  made 
all  paffengers  bow  bare-headed,  was  facrificed  to  the 
prevailing  fury  j  and  a  deputation  boafted  to  the  af- 

*  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  I.  pp.  107,  278. 
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CH.  VII.  fembly  of  their  inflexibility  in  triumphing  over  their 
J7i?2.  feelings  in  behalf  of  an  image  *.  The  jacobins  alfo 
formally  adopted  Brutus  as  their  patron  j  his  buft 
was  pompoufly  inaugurated  in  their  hall ;  and  at  the 
inftigation  of  Manuel,  who  had  previoufly  acquired 
the  nick-name  of  anti-roi^  the  club  fwore,  "  that  all 
their  efforts  mould  be  bent  on  the  important  object 
of  clearing  the  earth  of  that  peft  called  royalty;" 
and  the  oath  was  tranfrnitted  to  all  the  affiliated 
clubs  f. 

The  talk  of  fecuring  the  army,  which  the  afiembly 
had  moll  at  heart,  prefented  more  difficulties  in  ap- 
pearance than  in  reality.  The  principal  officers  were 
attached  to  the  conflitution,  but  an  active  fubordinate 
party  were  zealous  in  recommending  every  innova- 
tion by  which  they  could  hope  for  advancement. 
Among  the  chiefs  of  this  faction  was  Dumouriez, 
who  foon  after  his  retreat  from  the  cabinet  had  ac- 
cepted a  fubordinate  fituation  in  the  army,  and  being 
intrufted  with  the  camp  at  Maulde,  was  employed  in 
difciplining  the  foldiers,  but  flill  more  in  attaching 
them  to  his  own  perfon.  He  had  regained  the  good 
opinion  of  the  jacobins  by  correfponding  in  abject 
terms  with  the  national  aflembly  inflead  of  the  mini- 
flry,  and  by  bpafting  of  great  exploits  performed  by 
his  troops  in  refilling  an  attack  made  on  his  camp  by 


*  Fennel's  Review  of  Proceedings,  p.  403. 
f  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VII.  p.  256. 
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a  fuperior  force.  His  attachment  to  the  duke  of  CH.VII- 
Orleans  gave  him  many  friends,  and  the  defire  of  179'-'. 
the  jacobins  to  raife  him  up  as  an  opponent  to  La 
Fayette,  facilitated  his  return  to  public  favour ;  but 
he,  aciaftyand  felfiih  intriguer,  was  bent  only  on 
his  own  advancement,  and  ready  to  avow  any  party  . 
or  fyftem  which  promifed  to  promote  that  darling  ob- 
ject. The  privates  could  not  be  expected  to  combat 
for  a  code  from  which  no  benefit  had  yet  been  expe- 
rienced; nor  could  officers  who  had  laboured  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  generous  fpirit  of  loyalty,  expect  to  be 
followed  in  a  march  againft  the  afiembly,  while  a  fo- 
reign foe  menaced  the  frontier*.  The  declarations  of 
the  emperor  and  king  of  Pruffia  concurred  in  repre- 
fenting  that  Louis  was  not  at  liberty  when  he  accepted 
the  conftitution,  and  therefore  no  reafonings  could 
convince  the  troops  that  to  fight  for  him  and  for  the 
•  conftitution  were  fynonymous  terms;  and  to  have 
quitted  their  pofidons  after  the  manifefto  of  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  would  have  fubjected  them  fo  ftrongly 
to  imputations  of  cowardice,  that  every  honourable 
and  manly  principle  ftrongly  oppofed  it.  In  fact,  the 
Contrariety  of  opinions  which  prevailed  refpecting  do- 
meftic  government,  animated  the  troops  with  re- 
doubled refolution  to  oppofe  the  external  foe :  all 
confederations  of  affairs  at  home  prefented  divided 
duties,  and  left  the  will  puzzled  and  uncertain  ;  the 
duty"  of  foldiers  to  defend  their  country  againft  an 

s  2  invader 
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CH.  VII  invader  was  clear  and  definite,  and  liable  to  no  nuf- 
1792.    interpretation. 

It  was  forefeen  that  the  attack  of  the  Pruflians 
would  be  directed  againft  Longwy ;  and  Luckner  was 
mftru&ed  to  oppofe  them  in  front,  while  La  Fayette 
haraffed  their  flank.  The  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen  had 
made  a  feint  to  divide  the  French  troops,  by  leading 
an  Auftrian  corps  towards  Bavay ;  La  Fayette  and 
Luckner  not  being  deceived,  ordered  Dumouriez  to 
raife  the  camp  at  Maulde ;  but  he,  fenfible  that  in 
cafe  of  obedience  his  importance  would  be  abforbed, 
and  his  hopes  of  promotion  retarded,  refufed  to  quit 
hispofition;  and  his  conduct  was  highly  approved  by 
the  jacobins  in  Paris,  La  Fayette  directed  the  arreft 
of  Dumouriez,  but  general  Arthur  Dillon  was  afraid 
to  execute  the  order  ;  and  La  Fayette  and  Luckner, 
unable  to  accomplifli  their  firft  plans  for  want  of  rein- 
forcements, witnefled,  without  refiftance,  the  advance 
of  the  combined  forces. 

Dillon,    who    commanded    the    army  of 
Flanders,  being  firft  apprifed  of  the  king's 
depofition,  ifiued  orders,  declaring   thofe  who  had 
perjured  themfelves  enemies  of  the  public  liberty ; 
and  renewed  his  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  constitution, 
.  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king.     Dumouriez,  per- 
ceiving that  this  conduft  would  ruin  Dillon,  declared 
in  favour  of  the  late  tranfaclions,  gave  honourable 
welcome  to  the  commimoners  of  the  affembly,  and 

took 
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took  the  new  oaths  as  they  required.     Luckner  and  C«.  VII. 
moil  of  the  other  generals  adopted  the  fame  conduct,    17^0. 
and  Dillon  himfelf  afterwards  made  his  peace,  though 
he  fuffered  in  rank  by  his  rafhnefs. 

La  Fayette  alone  had  the  fpirit  to  rilk  a  laft  effort 
in  fupport  of  his  idol,  the  conftitudon :  being  by  a 
fmgular  accident  apprifed  of  the  events  of  the  i  oth 
of  Auguft,  before  any  account  reached  the  army  *, 
he  affembled  the  adminiftrative  bodies  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Ardennes ;  and,  on  his  refponfibility,  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  decree  the  arrefl  of  the  commif- 
fioners  from  the  afiembly,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be 
invefled  with  fpecial  powers  for  taking  him  into 
cuftody. 

He  next  required  the  municipality  of  Sedan 
to   detain  the  commiffioners,  promifing,  by 
his  own  refponfibility,  to  mield  thofe  who  obeyed  him 
from  every  danger. 

At  the  fame  time  a  (hort  addrefs  to  the  foldiers  was 
circulated,  reciting  in  few  words  the  late  tranfa&ions, 
but  injudicioufly  adding,  that  the  affembly  was  en- 
flaved ;  and  referring  to  their  choice,  whether  they 

*  He  had  fent  M.  d'Arblais,  an  officer  of  diftinction,  with  dif- 
patches  to  the  war-minifter.  On  the  morning  of  the  nth, 
M.  d'Arblais  met  near  Paris  a  grenadier  of  the  national  guard,  who 
informed  him  of  the  late  events ;  and,  after  furmounting  lome  oppo- 
(ition  from  the  municipal  officers,  he  returned  to  Sedan,  and  im- 
parted the  intelligence  to  his  general.  See  Biographical  Memoirs, 
wt.  I.  p.  479. 

would 
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CH.  VII.  would  re-eftablifh  the  inheritor  of  the  crown,  or  have 
1792.  Petion  for  a  king.  With  this  exertion  La  FayetteV 
vigour  feemed  to  be  exhaufted,  he  made  no  effort  to 
take  advantage  of  the  indignation  manifefted  by  his 
troops,  but  left  them  open  to  every  fucceeding  im- 
preffion ;  and  though  the  commiffioners  were  provi- 

fionally  arrefted,    took  no  mediires  for  fe* 
J4!h.  ,     _ .  ..        _   , 

curing  the  fidelity"  or  the  army. 

The  national  aflembly  pronounced  a  decree  of  ac- 
cufation  and  degradation  againft  him ;  new  commif- 
fioners were  difpatched  with  powers  more  extenfive, 
and  orders  to  avoid  coming  within  the  reach  of  his 
influence  :  the  ftreets  of  Paris  echoed  with  clamours 
and  reproaches ;  a  price  was  fet  on  his  head,  and  all 
citizens  charged  to  affift  in  apprehending,  and  autho- 
rifed  to  deftroy  him.  Divifions  foon  arofe  among  his 
troops ;  a  great  part  profefled  adherence  to  him,  but 
feveral  battalions  declared  for  the  legiilature  ;  and  de- 
ferters  who  repaired  to  Paris  were  honourably  re- 
ceived, to  encourage  others  in  following  their  ex- 
ample. Thus  La  Fayette  pafled  five  days,  irrefolute, 
incapable  of  a&ion,  and  confcious  that  the  reins  of 
power  were  flipping  from  his  feeble  grafp.  The 
troops  began  to  teflify  difiatisfaction  at  the  arreft  of 
the  deputies ;  the  patriotic  club  of  Sedan  excited  riots 
round  the  place  of  their  detention ;  and  a  rumour 
prevailed  that  Dumouriez  was  at  Valenciennes,  con- 
certing hoflile  meafures  with  the  new  commiffioners. 
Difcontent  daily  increafed,  and  the  foldiers  contemp- 

tuoufly 
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taoufly  refufed  to  take  an  oath  which  La  Fayette  had'Cn.  VII. 
directed.      At  length   he  terminated   his   inglorious    1792. 
career  by  a  clandeftine  flight^  leaving  the  municipality 
of  Sedan,  and  all  thofe  who  had  been  mifled  by  his 
reprefentations,  and  promifes  of  refponfibility,  to  fuf- 
tain  the  vengeance  of  the  triumphant  party,  without 
giving  them  any  notice  of  his  defigns,  except  an  in-   , 
coherent  letter  ;  or  affording  them  an  opportunity  of 
retracting  from,  or  excufmg  their  conducl.     He  was 
attended  in  his  flight  by  Bureau  de  Puzy,  Alexander 
Lameth,  La  Tour  Maubourg,  their  aides-de-camp,  and 
fervants,  making  in  all  twenty-three.  They  took  their 
route  through  the  woods  of  Bouillon,  and,  favoured 
by  the  darknefs,  efcaped  unperceived.  A  little  beyond 
Rochefort  they  were  defcried  by  a  picquet-guard  of 

Limbourg  volunteers,   under   count  d'Har- 

21ft. 
noncourt,  who  took  them  prifoners.     In  an- 

fwer  to  enquiries  refpefting  their  deftination,  La 
Fayette  faid  it  was  his  intention  to  pafs  behind  the 
Auftrian  army  to  Maeftricht,  from  thence  through 
Holland  to  England,  where  he  mould  embark  for 
America.  The  captors,  however,  treated  him  and 
his  four  principal  affociates  as  prifoners,  conveying 
them  firfl  to  Wefel,  afterwards  to  Magdeburg,  and 
then  to  Olmutz  :  the  inferior  officers  were  fet  at  li- 
berty *. 

Many 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  481.5  Bertrand's  Annals, 
vol.  VII.  p.   266,  et  leq.    The  national  aflembly  confifcated  La 

Fayettc'a 
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Many  queftions  have  been  raifed  refpe&ing  the  juf- 
f  tnus  detaining  thefe  perfons,  and  even  the  re- 
gularity of  their  capture  ;  but  it  feems  that  under 
all  the  circumftances,  taken  as  they  were,  with  the 
national  cockade,  the  badge  of  hoftility,  in  their  hats, 
in  arms,  and  without  a  pretence  of  miflion  or  public 
character,  nothing  but  the  utmofl  rage  of  faclion 
could  fuggeft  an  argument  againft  the  legality  of  the 
act.     They  themfelves  juflified  the  conduct  of  the 
allies  by  the  terras  in  which  they  demanded  liberty  ; 
as  French  citizens,  who  had  never  failed  to  promote 
the  liberty  of  their  country ;  and  wtio  quitted  it  be- 
caufe  no  longer  able  to  refift  violations  of  the.confti- 
tution,  which  the  national  will  had  eftablifhed.  They 
alfo  declared,  that  having  refigned  their  commiffions, 
they  could  not  be  confidered  as  military  enemies,  and 
ftilllefs  as  belonging  to  that  clafs  of  their  countrymen  whom 
interejh,  fentiments,  and  opinions,  dircclly  contraiy  to 
theirs,  bad  induced  to  connecl  themfelves  with  the  powers 
at  war  with  France.    The  policy  of  detaining  them  is 
much  more  doubtful ;  the  friends  of  the  conftitution, 
refenting  their  treatment,  became  actively  hoftile  to 
the  allies  ;  and  the  emperor  and  king  of  Pruffia  fub- 
je&ed  themfelves  to  imputations  of  paffion  and  fpleea 

Fayette's  eftate ;  and  in  the  following  year§  moft  ofliis  rektions 
who  remained  in  France  fuffered  death  for  his  crime.  The  munici- 
pality of  Sedan  were  at  firft  pardoned,  and  even  rcinftated ;  but  in 
the  year  1794  they  were  all  guillotined  en  mafic. 

prejudicial 
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prejudicial  to  their  characters  and  interefts  *.    Thus  Cn.  VII. 
the  new  government  of  France,  while  it  hated  and     1792. 
perfecuted  La  Fayette,  derived  advantage  from  the 
prefumption  that  he  was  opprefled  by  the  oppofmg 
powers. 

Dumouriez    received    the    command   which    La 
Fayette  had  abdicated,  but  found  himfelf  in  a  fitua- 
tion  of  infinite  difficulty :  his  whole  force  was  but  fe- 
venteen  thoufand  men,  who  were  unufed  to  and  pre- 
judiced againft  him,  ill  ported,  and  dimeartened  with 
intelligence  that  the  country  was  already  invaded  by 
an  army  eighty  thoufand  ftrong.     Luckner  was  ap- 
pointed generaliflimo,  but  ordered  to  remain -at  Cha- 
lons  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  a'dvice  :  fo  that  no  ex- 
ertion of  his  could  impede  the  projects  of  Dumouriez. 
The  invaders  advanced  in  two  columns,  one  of  which 
inverted  Thionville  j  but  as  they  were  unprovided 
with  artillery  to  form  a  fiege,  could  not  make  an  im- 
preflion :  fix  thoufand  men  from  the  other  column, 
under  General  Clerfaye,  laid  fiege  to  Longwy,  one 
of  the  keys  of  France,  which,  though  garrifoned  by 
upwards  of  two    thoufand   fix   hundred   men,  and 
thirty-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  abundantly  pro- 
vided with  ammunition  and  ftores,  capitulated, 
after  a  Ihort  bombardment,  and  before  a  prac- 
ticable breach  was  made  in  the  walls.  Verdun,  which 

*  See  Regne  de  Frederic- Guillaume  II.  par    Segur,,  vol.  II. 
p.  272. 

was 
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pH- V*1;  was  next  attacked,  did  not  make  a  more  effectual 
17J)2.  refiftance  :  the  magistrates  and   the  people 

compelled  Beaurepaire,  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, to  furrender ;  and  he,  unable  to  furvive  the 
difgrace,  terminated  his  exiftence  with  a  piftol.    The 
1  combined  commanders  now  conceiving  that  they  had 
fufficient  reafon  to  believe  in  the  flattering  anticipa- 
tions of  the  emigrants,  difpenfed  with  the  ufual  rules 
of  war,  and  leaving  on  their  flanks  and  behind  them 
many  fortified  places,   advanced  into   Champagne, 
within,  a  fliort  diftance  of  Chalons,  and  intended  pro. 
ceeding  to  Paris.  Dumouriez,  after  holding  a  council 
of  war,  made  his  utmoft  exertions  to   defend   the 
pafles  of  the  foreft  of  Argonne,  through  which  the 
'  allies  muft  neceflarily  proceed,  or  make  a  confider- 
able  circuit  through  bad  roads,  and  without  a  cer- 
tainty of  obtaining  fupplies,  which  in  their  hafty  pro- 
grefs  they  had  not  taken  care  to  fecure.     Having 
gained  the  defired  pofition  by  a  bold  and  rapid  march, 
the  French  general  ftrengthened  it  with  his  utmoft 
«     fkill ;  and  ordering  all  fubordinate  commanders  to 
join  him,  wrote  alfo  to   the  aflembly  for  reinforce- 
ments ;  but  his  letters  betrayed  not  the  inquietude  of 
his  mind,  they  breathed  only  the  language  of  confif 
dence,  refolution,  and  brilliant  promifes  *. 

*  See  Life  of  Dumouriez,  rol.  III. ;  Regne  de  Frederic- GuiU 
laume  II.  vol.  II.  p.  277.  ;  Major  Money's  Narrative;  Moore's 
Journal  j  and  the  various  hiftories. 

It 
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It  was  not,  however,  in  the  power  of  letters,  how-  CH.  Vlf. 
ever  fanguine,  to  tranquillife  the  alarms  of  the  people  1793. 
of  Paris,  who  with  grief  and  confirmation  beheld 
themfelves  in  the  centre  of  crime,  and  furrounded 
with  danger.  Every  foreign  nation  feemed  to  frown 
on  the  late  atrocious  acts ;  and  far  from  enjoying  any 
of  the  benefits  which  they  were  taught  to  hope  from 
the  dethronement  of  the  king,  they  faw  their  city  a 
prifon  by  the  conftant  clofure  of  the  barriers ;  while 
the  infolence  and  brutality  of  the  Marfeillois  and  the 
mob,  and  the  continual  domiciliary  vifits,  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  a  den  of  thieves. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain  wrote  to  ^{, 
lord  Gower,  the  embaflador  at  Paris,  ex-  Auguft. 
preffing  the  king's  deep  affliction  at  the  extent 
and  deplorable  confequences  of  the  late  difturb- 
ances,  on  account  of  his  perfonal  attachment  to 
their  mofl  chriftian  majefties,  and  his  earneft  de- 
fire  for  the  tranquillity  and  profperity  of  a  king- 
dom with  which  he  was  on  the  terms  of  friend- 
fhip.  As  the  exercife  of  the  executive  power  had 
been  withdrawn  from  Louis  XVI.  lord  Gower  was 
directed  to  leave  Paris,  as  his  credentials  could  be  no 
longer  valid  ;  and  as  that  flep  appeared  moll  con- 
formable to  the  neutrality  hitherto  obferved.  But  in 
all  converfations  he  was  to  declare  that  his  majefly 
intended  tp  obferve  the  principles  of  neutrality  in 
every  thing  regarding  the  internal  government  of 
France  $  nor  did  he  conceive  that  he  departed  from 

that 
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CH.  VII. that  principle  in  manifesting  by  every  means  in  his 
1792.  power  his  folicitude  for  the  perfonal  fafety  pf  their 
moft  chriftian  majefties  and  their  family  ;  hoping 
they  would  be  preferved  from  every  act  of  violence  ; 
the  commiflion  of  which  would  not  fail  to-excite  fen- 
timents  of  univerfal  indignation  throughout  Europe  *. 

In  anfwering  this  note,  Le  Brun,  the  new  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  exprefied  polite  regret  at  the  re- 
folution  to  remove  the  embaflador  ;  but  that  feeling 
was  abated  by  the  renewed  affurance  of  neutrality, 
which  was  the  refult  of  an  intention  wifely  confidered 
and  formally  exprefled  by  his  Britannic  majefty,  not 
to  meddle  with  the  interior  arrangements  of  the  af- 
fairs of  France.  The  minifter  then  expatiated  on 
the  efforts  of  the  Englifh  nation  in  favour  of  liberty, 
and  the  unalienable  fovereignty  of  the  people;  and  de- 
clared that  the  French  nation  had  good  grounds  to  hope 
the  Britifh  cabinet  would  not,  at  this  decifive  moment, 
depart  from  that  juftice,  moderation,  and  impartiality, 
which  it  had  hitherto  manifefted  f. 

In  this  note  Le  Brun  returned  no  anfwer  to  the 
anxious  fentiments  exprefled  by  George  III.  for  the 
royal  family  of  France  :  the  ftate  of  that  unfortunate 
family  was  indeed  hourly  rendered  fo  much  more  mU 

*  See  this  paper  in  Rivington's  Annual  Regifter  for  1792) 
part  II.  p.  *326. 

f  See  on  the  fubje&  of  this  correfpondence  Marfh's  Hiftory  of 
the  Politics,,  &c.  chap,  ix.j  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VIJ.  p.  335. 
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ferable  by  the  malignant  invention  of  inveterate  per-^"- 
fecution,  that  no  anfwer  could  be  confidered  a  gua-  1792. 
ranty  for  future  events  ;  nor  could  any  explanations 
mitigate  the  horror  occafioned  by  every  day's  tranf- 
actions.  The  guilt  of  the  king  was  trumpeted  forth 
in  daily  declamations  j  and  proportions  were  made  for 
putting  him  to  death,  or  at  lead  for  feparating  him 
from  his  family,  with  whom  he  was  accufed  of  con- 
fpirating  to  forward  the  invafion,  and  ruin  France. 
The  deftruction  of  royalty  throughout  the  univerfe 
was  avowed  as  a  principle  directly  proceeding  from 
the  doctrine  of  the  rights  of  man  :  the  regi-  0^th 
cides  of  all  times  and  nations,  from  Brutus  to  Auguft. 
Ankaarftrom,  were  ranked  among  the  benefactors  and 
favlours  of  mankind  ;  and  even  in  the  national  afiembly, 
Jean  de  Brie  moved  for  organifmg  a  body  of  twelve 
hundred  volunteers  to  afiaffinate  every  king  at  war  with 
France,  and  all  their  generals  j  "but  it  was  poflponed 
under  an  apprehenfion  that  fimilar  meafures  might  be 
purfued  againft  the  generals  and  deputies  of  France. 

Every  encouragement  was  afforded  to  thofe  fubjects 
of  foreign  powers  who  were  known  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
hoftility  with  the  government  of  their  own  country  ; 
in  this  particular  England  was  not  fpared  ;  as 
among  others,   Thomas   Pain,     then   under 
profecution  for  feditious  libels,  received  by  a  decree, 
in  which  he  was  joined  with  Hamilton  Rowan,  Ana- 
charfis  Clootz,  and  feveral  other  pei  fons  of  the  fame 
defcription,   the  rank  and  tide  of  French  citizen, 

The 
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Ca.  VII. The  decree  avowed  that  this  honour  was  a  reward  to 
1792*  thefe  perfons  for  having  eonfecrated  their  arms  and 
vigils  to  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  caufe  of  the 
people  againfl  the  defpotifm  of  kings  j  and  madame 
Roland,  perfectly  verfed  in  the  fecrets  of  the  miniftry, 
confefies  that  Pain  was  included  on  account  of  his 
writings  which  had  been  ufeful  in  the  American  revo- 
lution, and  might  have  contributed  to  produce  one  in 
England*. 

Probabilities  of  giving  offence,  or  engaging  in  con- 
tefts  with  neutral  nations,  were  little  regarded  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  prefent  danger  which  appeared  to 
threaten  from  the  fuccefs  of  the  invaders.  The  fur- 
render  of  Longwy  fpread  general  confirmation ;  hafty 
decrees  were  pafled  for  enrolling  volunteers,  digging  a 
ditch  for  the  defence  of  Paris,  arming  the  faithful,  and 
difarming  the  fufpe&ed.  Kerfaint  calculated  that  in  a 
fortnight  the  king  of  Pruffia  would  fup  at  the  Tuil- 
leries;  arid  Roland,  in  council, recommended  removing 
the  government,  the  aflembly,  and  the  king,  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  Loire ;  but  Danton  overruled  the 
proportion,  declaring  that  he  would  rather  reduce 
Paris  to  ames,  and  if  it  were  perfevered  in,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  people  againft  his  coadjutors  f. 

Danton  had  indeed  another  harveft  to  reap  by  re- 
maining in  Paris.  Needy  himfelf,  and  furrounded  by 

*  See  CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II.  p.  135. 

f  Hiftory  of  the  Briflbtines  by  Camille  Defmoulins,  p.  20. 
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rapacious  adherents,  he  found  fmall  fatisfaction  in  the  CH.  VII* 
power  with  which  he  was  inverted,  and  which  might  1792. 
not  be  permanent  j  and  from  the  i  oth  of  Auguft, 
formed  plans  of  numerous  imprifonments,  and  a 
maflacre,  which  mould  enrich  him,  and  all  his  de- 
pendents. The  decrees  of  the  afiembly  for  impri- 
foning  priefts  and  fufpected  characters,  for  domiciliary 
vifits,  and  for  eftablifhing  a  revolutionary  tribunal, 
which  tried  criminals  for  treafon  againfl  the  nation, 
were  all  favourable  to  this  new  confpiracy,  the  parties 
to  which  loaded  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  fuch  as 
could  compound  by  means  of  gold  for  their  fafety ;  and 
glutted  their  vengeance,  or  forwardfd  their  political 
projects,  by  the  facrifice  of  others.  Many  were  carried 
to  prifon  without  the  allegation  of  any  crime  but  their 
property,  talents,  or  loyalty.  Arrefts  were  executed 
in  all  quarters  ;  in  houfes,  ftreets,  fquares,  gardens. 
The  hackney-coaches,  foldiers,  and  officers  of  juftice, 
were  all  employed  in  taking  perfons  into  cuftody,  and 
conveying  them  to  prifon.  The  priefls  and  ex-nobles 
were  told  they  would  be  tranfported  to  the  coail  of 
Africa.  Danton  obtained  lifts  of  the  prifoners,  and 
Manuel  daily  numbered  the  victims ;  encouraging 
them  to  collect  their  property  by  an  ambiguous  de- 
claration that  they  would  be  liberated  on  the  2d  of 
September. 

That  day  was  fixed  for  the  muftcr  of  levies 

meet  the  invaders,  who,  after  being  enrolled 
in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  were  to  march  in  a  body.     In 

the 
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CH.  VII.  the  courfe  of  the  day,  alarming  reports  were  circulated, 
2  and  fatal  jealoufies  excited.  It  was  afferted  that  the 
Pruffians,  having  taken  Chalons,  were  within  ten 
leagues  of  Paris ;  they  were  to  be  joined  by  an  im- 
menfe  body  in  the  departments,  and  reinforced  by  a 
party  in  the  capital,  who,  as  foon  as  the  new  levies 
had  left  the  city,  would  rife,  open  the  prifons,  murder 
the  patriots,  and  one  tenth  of  the  citizens,  releafe  the 
royal  family,  and  reinftate  the  king  in  his  priftine 
power.  At  one  o'clock  the  cannon  was  fired,  the 
tocfm  founded,  the  barriers  fhut,  and  the  country 
proclaimed  in  danger.  The  citizens,  panic-ftruck, 
and  torpid  with  furprife,  retired  to  their  habitations ; 
while  a  prepared  band  of  aflaffins  went  to  the  various 
prifons,  where  they  inaflacred,  one  by  one,  the  priefts 
and  Swifs  officers ;  inflituting  in  each  prifon  a  pre- 
tended court  of  juftice,  compofed  of  felf-conflituted 
judges,  many  of  them  foreigners,  and  many  more 
who  could  not  read.  Thefe  ruffians  ordered  the  exe- 
cution of  almoft  every  perfon  brought  before  them ; 
and  it  was  the  melancholy  employment  of  thofe  con- 
fined, and  expecting  their  fate,  to  examine  the  various 
modes  of  receiving  the  flroke  of  death,  and  calculate 
in  which  pofition  it  appeared  to  give  leafl  pain,  or  oc- 
cafion  the  fmalleft  ftruggles.  The  fentence  of  ac- 
quittal pronounced  in  favour  of  a  few  was  drowned  in 
the  yell  of  the  exterminators  around  the  doors,  and 
they  too  were  inhumanly  butchered.  The  terrors  of 
fome  who  attended  as  witneffes  overcoming  their  pre- 

fence 
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fence  of  mind,    and  were  murdered  amongfl  the  GH.  vii' 
other  victims.  1792. 

Thefe  horrible  fcenes  continued  three  days,  0(J  g(J 
and  though  fome  attempts  were  made  in  the  and 
aflembly  to  arreft  their  progrefs,  the  number 
of  individuals  concurring  in  particular  parts  of  the 
tranfa&ion,  prevented  any  general  exertion.  Roland 
made  no  vigorous  reprefenta:ion,  becaufe  he  rejoiced 
at  the  extermination  of  priefts  and  nobles ;  Briffot 
forbore  exerting  himfelf,  becaufe  fome  perfonal  ene- 
mies of  his  own  were  confined,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  be  numbered  among  the  flain ;  Danton,  when 
application  was  made  to  him,  anfwered,  "  The  devil 
take  the  prifoners ;  what  care  I  for  their  fate !" 
Tallien,  who  was  fent  with  two  other  members  of  the 
commune  to  (lay  the  hands  of  the  afiaffins,  rather 
encouraged  and  juflified,  than  impeded  them ;  nor 
did  the  work  of  flaughter  ceafe  till  the  objects  of 
vengeance  no  longer  exifted. 

Amid  thefe  horrible  tranfactions,  beamed  forth  acts 
of  heroic  virtue  on  the  part  of  the  fufferers,  which 
hiftory  cannot  enumerate,  but  which  afford  fome 
relief  to  thofe  who  perufe  the  difmal  annals  of  the 
period.  The  priefts  bore  their  fate  with  fuch  fortitude 
and  refignation,  as  to  bring  back  in  a  corrupt  age, 
and  atheiftical  nation,  the  genuine  portrait  of  the 
primitive  martyrs  ;  many  individuals  exhibited  heroic 
courage  j  and  none  acquired  more  admiration  than 
Mdiles.  Cazotte  and  de  Sombreuil,  who  refcued  their 

VOL.  i,  T  fathers 
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CH.  Vil.  fathers  by  interpofmg  their  own  perfons  to  fhield 
17 •»#.  tnem  hom  danger.  On  the  other  hand,  the  murderers 
difplayed  not  only  an  unrelenting  ferocity,  but  a  fedate 
.malignity  generally  acquired  only  by  veteran  practice. 
Faint  gleams  of  generality  "diftinguiflied.  one  or  two 
from  the  reft ;  but  hacking  and  hewing  dead  and 
living  bodies  with  blunt  inflruments,  tearing  out 
entrails,  drinking  and  fmearing  themfelves  with  blood, 
and  parading  the  city  with  heads  and  hearts  on  pikes, 
were  the  characteriftic  employments  of  thefe  blood- 
thirfty  favages ;  while  the  government  permitted  thirty 
thoufand  national  guards  to  reft  on  their  arms,  with- 
out offering  the  flighteft  refiftance. 

Madame  de  Lamballe  was  one  of  the  victims,  whofe 
fate  was  peculiarly  commiferated.  Being  confined  in 
the  prifon  of  La  Force,  as  an  abettor  in  the  pretended 
confpiracy  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  me  was  brought 
before  the  tribunal  eftablifhed  in  the  prifon,  and  on 
refufing  to  take  the  oath  of  hatred  to  the  royal  family, 
was  inhumanly  murdered,  and  her  body  mangled,  and 
expofed  in  a  manner  too  indecent  for  defcription. 
Her  head  and  heart,  ftuck  on  the  point  of  a  pike  and 
a  fword,  were  carried  in  barbarous  proceffion  to  the 
Temple,  for  the  purpofe  of  terrifying  and  infulting  the 
royal  captives ;  the  king  and  queen  were  prevented 
from  feeing  the  horrid  fpectacle,  though  not  from 
hearing  the  tumult  and  abufe  of  the  rabble.  One  of 
the  commiffioners  on  duty  announced  madame  de 
Lamballe's  murder  in  terms  fo  brutal  that  the  queen 

fainted 
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feinted  away  ;  and  even  the  king,  forgetting  his  ufual  CH.  Vil. 
patience,  expreflKl  liis  feelings  in  terms  of  indig-  fwT" 
nation  *. 

It  is  generally  avowed  that  thefe  maffacres  were  not 
a  fpontaneous  aft  of  the  people,  but  the  work  of  a 
band  of  ail'affins  employed  by  a  party,  and  directed  by 
Danton :  the  number  of  perfohs  killed  in  Paris  is 
computed  a:  nearly  8000,  all  unarmed,  and  no  re- 
fiftance  attempted  on  their  behalf  in  any  quarter  f. 

Thefe  dreadful  tranfadions,  ihftead  of  infpiring  a 
falutary  horror,  ferved  as  precedents  in  feveral  of  the 
departments :  between  the  ^th  and  i6ih  of  September  ^ 
Orleans,  Meaux,  and  Lyons,  had  each  its  feparate 
maflacre  to  relate ;  and  the  difmal  fcene  clofed  with 
the  ftate-prifoners  from  Orleans,  \vho  were  way-laid 
at  Verfailles  in  their  way  to  Paris,  and  being  both 
feebly  and  treacherouily  efcorted,  were  all  put  to 
death  {. 

The  terror  infpired  by  thefe  events  affifted  the 
views  ofthefa&ion  in  which  Robefpierre  and  Danton 
afted  the  molt  confpicuous  parts,  in  obtaining  a 

*  Journal  de  Clefy,  p.  25,  et  feq. 

•J-  See  Kiographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  pages  2^9,  319,  322,  and 
th?  authorities  there  cited  :  to  which  may  be  added,  Reponfe  de 
Carnot  au  Rapport  de  Bailleul,  p.  168  ;  Bertrind's  Annals,  vol.  VII. 
p.  351,  ct  feq. ;  Regne  de  Frederic-Gmllaume  II.  vol.  II.  p.  278 ; 
and  Hiftoire  Gcntrale,  Sec.  par  Trud'hamme,  vol.  IV.  pp.  75  and 
78,  etfeq. 

J  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  263  ;  Bertrand's  Annalff, 
tol.  VII.  p.  406;  and  Prud'homme,  vol.  IV.  p.  165  to  207. 

T  2  return 


266  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

*^-VU'  return  of  members  to  the  national  convention  fuitable 
17<>2.    to  their  views.     Already  had  a  decided  fchifm  taken 
place  between  the  minifters ;  and  it  was  believed  that 
the  murder  of  Roland  formed  part  of  the  project  of 
the  ad  of  September.     The  legiflative  affembly  was 
terminating  its  fittings  with  infinitely  more  contempt 
than  had  marked  the  laft  days  of  its  predeceffor.   The 
commune  headed  by  Robefpierre  did  not  even  ufe  the 
ceremony  of  a  refpectful  exterior,  but  fent  deputations 
to  the  bar,  threatening,  infulting,  and  defying  the 
authority  of  the  legiflative  body;  and  thefe  deputations 
being  fupported  by  petitioners  of  the  loweft  clafs, 
always  carried  their  point,  and  daily  increafed  in 
audacity.    The  elections  were  conducted  under  the 
aufpices  of  pike  and  bludgeon  men,  who  befet  the 
electors,  and  compelled  them  to  vote  according  to 
their  dictates.     The  effects  of  fuch  afiemblages  may 
be  calculated  by  the  return  which  was  made  for  Paris ; 
among  whofe  members  were  Marat,  Billaud  Varennes, 
Banton,  Manuel,  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Legendre  the 
butcher,  Robefpierre  and  his  brother,  and  the  duke 
of  Orleans  :  this  worthlefs  traitor,  to  render  himfelf  a 
fit  object  for  popular  election  in  fuch  times,  and  for 
fuch  a  city,  libelled  his  mother,  declared  himfelf  the 
fon  of  a  coachman,  renounced  his  family  appellation, 
and  took  by  appointment  of  the  commune,  what  they 
termed,  the  beautiful  name  ofE.GA.LnE'*. 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  264. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  total  contempt  of  law,  fuch  the  utter  CH.  Vir. 
neglecl  of  police  in  Paris,  that  the  cry  of  arlftocrat  or    1792^ 
feuillant  was  fufficient  to  devote  individuals  to  aflaffina- 
tion  ;  and  thefe  cries  were  often  raifed  on  no  better 
pretence  than  the  poffeflion  of  a  pair  of  filver  buckles, 
or  the  indifcreet  difplay  of  a  watch  chain,  or  a  few 
pieces  of  gold  *.     The  alarm  excited  by  the 
invafion  feemed  only  to  augment  the  eager- 
nefs  of  individuals  to  feize  on  fome  portion  of  public 
plunder ;  as  a  laft  aft,  the  garde  meublede  /acouronne, 
or  jewel  office,  was  broke  open  and  robbed  ;  nor  did 
the  minifters  efcape  fufpicion  of  being  parties  or  ac- 
ceflbries  in  the  theft,  though  they  with  equal  vigour 
accufed  their  adverfariesf. 

Thus  in  the  midft  of  turbulence,  anarchy, 

j  r  j   f     •     •          j-.     t      i      -r       20th- 

and  crimes  or  every  description,  did  the  legii- 
lative  aflembly  terminate  its  career  of  horrors,  after  a 
reign  of  one  year  wanting  ten  days.  The  general 
abftract  of  the  effects  which  its  exiftence  produced  to 
France,  and  the  numerical  ftatement  of  events  which 
occurred  in  the  term  of  its  duration,  are  thus  detailed 
by  Prud;  homme.  The  legiflative  aflembly  bequeathed 
to  the  nation  a  war  with  all  Europe} ,  and  in  La 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  356. 

f  CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  rol.  II.  p.  172. 

J  In  making  this  afiertion,  the  author  ufes  the  caufe  for  the 
effect  j  the  principles  eftablifhed,  and  the  aggreflions  given  by  the 
aflembly,  occasioned  a  general  war ;  but  many  nations  who  afterwards 
were  compelled  to  combine  in  hoftilities,  were  yet  at  peace  both 
in  a&  and  intention. 

Vendee ; 
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' '  VIJ  Vendee  ;  the  colonies  in  flames  and  jacobinifed  j  no 
finances,  though  they  had  manufactured  affignats  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions  ;  a  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, which  though  it  had  yet  done  little,  was  fubfe- 
quently  productive  of  indiscriminate  maflacres  *  j 
domiciliary  vifits,  which  were  instituted  to  prepare  for 
the  2d  of  September}  organifed  anarchy;  habitual 
murders  fanftioned  by  fuperjor  authorities ;  and  per- 
fecutions  againft  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  This  af- 
fembly  pafied  1227  laws,  difcovered  44  confpiracies, 
and  during  its  reign  there  were  28  infurre&ions,  and 
8047  perfons  murder edf. 

*  It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  during  the  reign  of  the  legif- 
lative  affembly,  the  mode  of  executing  criminals  was  changed  from 
hanging  to  decapitation,  by  an  inftrument  called  guillotine,  after  its 
fuppafed  inventor,  though  it  is  known  to  have  been  ufed  in  Scotland, 
and  other  countries,  fevcral  centuries  before.  It  was  firft  employed 
in  France  on  the  2Qth  of  April,  179-,  on  a  perfon  named  Pelletier, 
convicted  of  robbery  and  murder.  An  appearance  of  mechanical 
contrivance  in  giving  the  blow  of  death,  rendered  the  people  eager 
for  fuch  exhibitions,  and  formed  perhaps  one  of  the  means  of 
hardening  them  to  endure  in  Paris,  and  in  the  departments,  the 
(laughter  of  thoufands  by  its  inceilant  action. 

•j-  See  HiftoireGtneiale,  &c.  vol.  IV.  p.  223.  In  the  number 
of  perfons  murdered,  Prud'homme's  fiatement  appears  Ihort  of  the 
truth  ;  though  he  owns  he  does  not  mean  to  include  thofe  who  fell 
in  the  field  :  but  he  ftates  the  number  mafiacred  in  September  only 
at  1433,  which  is  certainly  not  a  fourth  of  the  whole :  but  it  is  to 
be  obfeiv^d  that  Prud'homme,  as  writer  of  the  journal  called  Lc$ 
dc  Paris ,  had  been  a  defender  of  the  aflaflins. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Meeting^  general  Character,  and  Power  of  the  National 
Convention — Parties — -Danton — Robefpierre — Ro- 
land-rr-Barbaroux — Namet  affirmed  by  the  Parties— 
Firft  Proceedings  of  the  Convention — The  right  Side 

foiled  in  two  Motions — Collot  d'Herbois  moves  the 
Abolition  of  Royalty — JVhich  is  decreed — Military 
Tranfaclions — Pefition  of  Dumouriez — Impediments 
and  Mi/iakcs  of  the  Allies — Diftrefs  of  the  Prujflian 
Army — Interview  between  Prince  Hohenhhe  and 
General  Duval — Dumouriez  changes  his  Pofition — 
His  Conferences  with  Colonel  Manjlein — Preparations 

for  Battle — Sudden  Retreat  of  the  Invaders — Rapid 
Succefs  of  Cuftinc — War  declared  againft  the  King  of 
Sardinia — Rapid  Conquejt  of  Savoy — Which  is  annexed 
to  the  French  Republic —  Difpute  with  Geneva — Ad- 

jit/inient— Impeachment  and  Flight  ef  General  Montef- 
quieu — Conqueft  of  Nice — Pillage  of  Cagliari — Du- 
mouriez in  Paris — He  is  infulted  \>y  Marat — Attends 
the  Jacobin  Club —  Commences  Operations  in  Flanders 
— Battle  ofGemappe~-Conqueft  of  Flanders — Plunder 
cf  the  Inhabitants — Decree  for  opening  the  Scheldt — 
And  violating  the  Neutrality  of  Holland — Decree  for 
encouraging  and  ajpfting  Rebels  in  all  Countries-^ 

Deputations 


270  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

v  Deputations  of  Englijh  Jacobins  kindly  received — 
Hoftilities  in  the  Convention— Roland  denounces  the 
Maffacres  of  September — Rebecqui  and  others  attack 
Marat — Louvet's  Attack  on  Robefpierre—Roland  and 
many  Members  of  the  right  Side  expelled,  the  Jacobin 
Club — Paper  War — Robefpierre*  s  Superiority. 

CH.  VIII.  1792.  Jp  want  Of  refpeaability  in  the  members  of 
the  legiflative  aflembly  was  calculated  to  excite  ftu 
fpicion  and  alarm  refpecling  its  operations,  the  national 
convention  was  much  more  formed  to  impart  thofe 
fentiments.  The  worft  portion  of  the  late  legiilature 
was  alone  returned,  and  the  moft  abandoned  cha- 
racters of  the  firft  aflembly  were  admitted  to  complete 
the  talk  of  regicide  and  focial  diforganifation,  which 
they  had  before  been  fo  reluctantly  reftrained  from 
accomplifhing.  Thus  Robefpierre,  Petion,  Syeyes, 
and  the  profligate  Egalite,  were  worthily  aflbciated 
with  Briflbt,  Condorcet,  Chabot,  and  their  herd; 
while  the  ranks  were  filled  up  with  a  monftrous, 
medley,  the  very  fweepings  of  infamy  and  crime,  from 
all  corners  of  France,  and  even  from  foreign  nations ; 
the  aflaflins  of  September,  men  who  were  known  to 
live  by  libels,  and  men  whofe  means  of  living  were 
utterly  unknown.  In  this  lift  of  vice  and  bafenefs 
the  names  of  Marat,  Clootz,  Thomas  Pain,  Legendre, 
Drouet,  and  Collot  d'Herbois,  flood  confpicuoufly 
prominent.  It  would,  however,  be  too  much  to 
affirm,  that  even  in  this  degraded  aflembly  there  was 

no 
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no  portion  of  talent ;  on  the  contrary,  many  members  CH.  VIIL 
difplayed  confiderable  eloquence,  fome,  great  powers  1799. 
of  reafoning,  and  others,  a  wonderful  fertility  in 
expedients ;  but  the  general  character  of  the  conven- 
tion could  not  be  difguifed,  nor  could  the  ftudied 
periods  and  pointed  farcafms  of  Robefpierre,  the 
ardent,  though  irregular,  eloquence  of  Danton,  the 
plaufible  fophiftry  of  Barrere,  or  the  metaphyfical 
fubtlety  of  Syeyes  and  Condorcet,  compenfate  for  the 
torrents  of  vulgar  ribaldry  and  outrageous  abufe 
which  flowed  from  the  fpeakers  in  almoft  every 
debate. 

The  other  two  legiflatures  had  at  their  meeting  been 
fettered  by  fome  reftrictions  which,  however  they 
might  difregard,  they  could  not  difavow ;  the  con- 
flituent  affembly  by  inftru&ions  from  the  bailiwicks, 
the  legiflativcj  by  the  conftitution  which  their  prede- 
ceflbrs  eftablifhed,  and  which  they  fwore  to  maintain. 
But  the  convention  was  reftrained  by  no  inftructions  5 
bound  by  no  ties ;  it  was  convened  for  the  purpofe 
of  determining  on  fuch  a  mode  of  government  as 
mould  give  liberty  and  equality  to  all  the  people  in 
France :  thus  wealth,  power,  life,  and  property,  were 
laid  at  the  feet  of  feven  hundred  and  forty-five  men, 
elected  by,  and  for  the  moft  part  compofed  of,  the 
dregs  of  the  people ;  their  decrees  once  pronounced, 
were  without  appeal ;  injuries  done  by  them  without 
redrefs  ;  and  error  once  fan&ioned  by  their  edicl:  was 
inverted  with  the  chara&eriftics  of  right,  and  fet  even 
above  complaint. 

In 
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CH.  VIII.  In  this,  as  in  the  former  legiflature,  two  parties 
prevailed,  but  their  hoftility  was  more  acrimonious 
and  deadly,  becaufe  each  knew  the  nature  of  its  op- 
ponent, each  knew  that  to  offend  and  defpair  of  re- 
conciliation, to  refift  and  remain  for  ever  fubjected  to 
perfecution,  were  terms  fynonymous.  Each  knew  the 
more  fatal  fecret  that  friendmip  with  the  oppofing 
faction  was  but  a  compact  for  advantage,  in  which 
fidelity  was  not  to  be  expected,  but  that  a  calm 
fyftematic  mode  of  treachery,  or  an  open  exertion  of 
fanguinary  violence,  would  form  the  only  diftinction  in 
the  manner  of  difpatching  an  incommodious  adherent. 
The  triumph  of  the  commune  over  the  legiflative  af- 
fembly  was  hardly  borne  by  Briffot,  and  the  leaders 
of  that  faction  ;  they  were  indignant  at  beholding 
Robefpierre,  whom  they  had  hitherto  confidered  as  a 
fort  of  political  mendicant,  gathering  up  with  humble 
induftry  the  fcraps  of  information  which  fell  from 
them  in  difcuffion,  now  elevating  himfelf  far  above 
their  level  in  the  public  favour,  and  already  indicated 
by  Marat,  and  other  writers  of  the  fame  clafs,  as  the 
only  pre-eminently  honefl  man  in  France,  and  even  as 
a  fit  perfon  to  govern  the  whole  country  as  dictator. 

Danton  was  known  to  be  attached  to  Robefpierre, 
1  and  to  defpife  the  uxorious  pedant  Roland,  whom 
his  friends  affected  to  place  at  the  head  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  to  extol  for  immaculate  virtue  and  confum- 
mate  wifdom.  Damon's  talents  were  more  ilriking 
and  popular,  his  refources  far  greater,  and  his  energy 

beyond 
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beyond  all  companion  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Robef-Cn.  VIII. 
picrre.  He  could  not  boaft  of  a  good  moral  cha- 
racier,  nor  claim  the  honours  of  difmtereftednefs,  and 
therefore  fhrunk  behind  the  propofed  dictator,  whom 
no  man  could  accufe  of  intemperance,  nor  fufpe&ed 
qf  corruption. 

Thus  were  Roland  and  Robefpierre  made  oftenfible 
heads  of  a  party  ;  but  in  perfonal  refpe&s  the  fenator 
was  far  fuperior  to  the  minifter.     Robefpierre  was 
not  at  that  time  chara&erifed  by  any  of  the  ferocities 
which  have  fmce  rendered  his  name  fo  defervedly 
odious  j  he  had  even  been  reproached  with  feeble  and 
abject  humanity  when  in  the  conftituent  afiembly  he  op- 
pofed  the  decree  for  proclaiming  martial  law;  and  with 
cowardice,  for  not  taking  a  more  aftive  mare  in  the 
late  infurrections ;   his  talents  were  decried  as  below 
mediocrity,   and  his  ambition  deprecated   as   above 
rcafon.     But  Robefpierre's  adverfaries  had  not  done 
juflice  to  his  powers  of  improvement :  perfeverance 
had  purified  his  flyle  from  many  blemifties ;  ftudy 
and   compofition  had  given  firmnefs,   fluency,  an4 
even  beauty,  to  his  periods :  he  was  not  now  to  hold 
an  inferior  rank  in   an  aflembly   where  Mirabeau^ 
Maury,  Cazales,  and  Lally  Tollendal,   could  look 
down  on  him  with  lofty  fuperiority ;  but  after  acquiring 
unlimited   afcendancy    and    confidence    among   the 
people  of  Paris,  whom  he  always  abjectly  flattered, 
and  in  the  jacobin  club,  he  was  to  profecute  his  ad- 
vantages in  a  legiflature  little  differing  from  that  club, 

and 


274  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  VIII.  and  compofed  of  its  moft  fiery  materials.  Whatever 
1792.  Robefpierre  poflefied  was  known  to  be  his  own ;  he 
acknowledged  no  fuperior  for  whofe  advancement  he 
laboured,  no  private  advifer  whofe  dictates  he  was  to 
repeat ;  and  office  was  not  his  aim,  for  in  all  the  con- 
tentions of  the  late  months  he  had  never  ftretched 
forth  a  finger  to  touch  the  tempting  fpoils  which  lay 
at  his  feet. 

Roland,  on  the  contrary,  was  not  fuppofed  to  think 
for  himfelf,  but  to  fpeak  the  thoughts  of  Brifibt,  Con- 
dorcet,  and  that  junto,  put  into  flowing  periods,  and 
adorned  with  elegant  antithefes,  by  his  wife.  He  was 
not  fuppofed  difinterefted,  for  the  conftant  clamours 
which  had  purfued  the  king  from  the  moment  of  dif- 
mifling  Roland,  till  his  fall  from  the  throne,  could 
only  be  received  as  evidence  of  eagernefs  for  power, 
and  an  indifference  to  the  means  by  which  it  might 
be  obtained.  Roland  was  alfo  fufpe&ed,  whether 
juftly  or  not,  of  being  not  quite  alien  to  the  contriv- 
ance of  the  maffacres  in  the  prifons,  though  he  and 
all  his  affbciates  afterwards  declaimed  againft  them 
with  fo  much  violence ;  and  the  robbery  of  the  garde 
meuble  was  in  more  than  one  publication,  and  in  many 
fpeeches,  fuppofed  to  have  enriched  his  adherents,  and 
to  have  taken  place  by  his  connivance  *. 

A  young  man  from  Caen,  who  came  to  Paris  with 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Briflbtines  by  Camille  D«fmoulins,  pages  s9, 
42*  49- 

one 
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one  of  the  battalions  of  Marfeillois,  who  was  by  fome  CH-  VIII. 
accufed  of  participating  in  the  crimes  of  Jourdan  Is  1792. 
coupe  tete  *,  and  who  was  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of 
his  perfon,  contributed  alfo  to  the  (landers  which  were 
generally  fpread  for  the  purpofe  of  degrading  the 
Rolandift  faction.  His  name  was  Barbaroux  ;  and  it 
was  infmuated  that  his  intimacy  with  madame  Roland 
was  more  clofe  than  the  honour  of  the  old  hulband 
mould  have  fan&ioned  f.  It  is  not  difficult  to  fuppofe 
that  fome  parts  of  the  lady's  conduct  gave  rife  to 
thefe  fuggeflions,  fmce  even  in  her  works  me  Ipeaks 
of  Barbaroux  with  infinitely  more  warmth  than  be- 
came their  refpeciive  fituations  J.  But  whether  thefe- 
fcandalous  anecdotes  were  well  or  ill  founded,  they 
furnimed  themes  of  abufe,  and  were  often  revived 
with  fuccefs  in  the  conteft  for  power  between  thefe 
two  parties. 

The  adherents  of  Roland  were  very  unequally 
matched  with  thofe  of  Robefpierre.  On  the  fide  of 
the  minifter,  now  the  c6te  droit,  or  right  fide,  were 
Briffot,  Condorcet,  Petion,  Manuel,  Vergniaud, 
Guadet,  Genfonne,  and  many  other  names  who  had 
lately  rifen  to  celebrity  in  the  firft  rank  ;  with  Bar- 
baroux, Kerfaint,  Louvet,  and  many  others  of  the 
fame  clafs,  in  the  fecond.  On  the  fide  of  Robefpierre 
were  feen,  in  the  foremoft  line,  Danton,  Couthon, 

*  See  Conjuration  d'Orleans,  vol.  III.  p.  164, 

f  Idem,  pages  42,  48. 

J  CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II.  p.  253. 

St.  Juft, 
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OH.  VIlLSt.  Jull,  Camille  Defmoulins,  and  a  few  more,  whcfc 
ITuil  chara&crs  as  legiflators  were  not  eftabiifhed ;  and 
equal  with  them  in  activity  and  audacity,  though  in 
every  other  refpeft  inferior,  Chabot,  Clootz,  Collot 
d'Herbois,  and  Marat,  men  whom  Robefpierre  ufed 
with  caution,  mingling  himfelf  as  little  with  them  as 
poflible,  and  often  even  difclaiming  them  entirely.  A 
large  body  not  inconsiderable  in,  talent  or  influence 
kept,  for  a  time,  cautiouily  aloof  from  the  clafh  of 
parties,  hoping  by  accurate  obfervation  to  preferve 
themfelves  from  danger,  and  rife  with  the  riclbrs; 
Barrere  and  Syeyes  were  among  the  chiefs  of  this 
divifion. 

But  if  the  party  of  Robefpierre  appeared  weakeft 
m  the  hall  of  the  convention,  it  enjoyed  infinite  ad- 
vantages out  of  doors  j  the  members  of  the  commune 
.  were  devoted  to  him,  the  club  of  cordeliers  fworn  ad- 
herents  to  the  loweft  members  of  his  faction,  the 
jacobins  were  under  his  abfolute  dominion*  and  the 
general  flate  of  Paris,  convulfed  as  it  was  with  crime* 
deluged  with  blood,  and  fubdued  by  violence,  was 
favourable  to  the  views  of  this  party,  which  expected 
to  rule  by  crimes,  blood,  and  violence.  The  in^ 
fiuence  of  Roland's  faction  lay  principally  in  the  de- 
partments, and  as  many  of  his  adherents  were  depu- 
ties from  the  Gironde,  a  department  which  comprifes 
part  of  the  ancient  province  of  Gafcony,  the  denomi- 
nation of  Girondins,  or  Girondifts,  was  given  to  them 
as  a  farcafm  on  that  difpofition  to  magnificent  talking, 

unaccompanied 
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unaccompanied  with  commenfurate  performance,  for  CH.  VIII. 
which  they  as  well  as  the  Gafcons  were  celebrated, 
This  party  was  denominated  the  right  Jtde,  the  Brif- 
fotines,  the  Rolandifts,  or  the  Girondifts ;  the  other, 
leftjide,  and  from  their  occupying  the  higheft  feats 
in  the  hall,  the  Mountain,  but  they  never  ailumed  an 
appellative  derived  from  any  leader. 

The  national  convention  opened  its  fittings  01^ 
on  the  day  which  clofed  thofe  of  the  legiflative  SeP-  • 
aflembly.  Two  great  objects  of  morality  and  religion 
had  been  removed  from  the  confideration  of  the  new 
legiflature,  by  decrees  for  tranfporting  the  nonjui  ing 
priefls,  and  for  permitting  devorces  to  take  place  at 
the  requifition  of  either  hufband  or  wife.  The  firft 
difcuffions  plainly  indicated  what  would  be  the  courfe 
and  means  purfued  by  each  of  the  oppofmg  factions. 
Petion,  who  waved  the  fituation  of  mayor,  to  become 
a  member  of  the  convention,  was  chofen  prefident ; 
and  Manuel  propofed  to  decorate  him  with  the  infignia 
of  law  and  power,  to  give  him  a  lodging  in  the 
Tuilleries,  and  to  honour  him  whenever  he  opened 
the  fitting  by  a  general  rifing  of  the  aflembly.  Chabot 
oppofed  the  motion  as  derogatory  to  liberty  and 
equality  ;  <s  the  legiflature  and  its  prefident,"  he  faid, 
"  {hould  feek  no  other  dignity  than  that  of  blending 
themfelves  with  the  fans-culottes,  who  formed  the 
majority  of  the  nation  :"  this  argument  could  not  fail 
of  producing  the  defired  effect  :  the  motion  was 
negatived. 

Having 
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Having  failed  in  this  fir  ft  attempt,  the  right  fide 
1792.  propofed  an  oath  of  hatred  to  royalty,  di&atorfhip, 
triumvirate,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  individual  power. 
This  motion  alluded  to  the  intimations  which  had 
been  given  in  print,  that  Robefpierre  ought  to  be 
dictator  ;  and  being  founded  on  the  principles  of 
liberty  and  equality,  promifed  to  be  eafily  received  : 
but  it  was  overruled  by  a  remark  that,  from  the  nu- 
merous oaths  that  had  been  made  and  broken  during 
the  laft  four  years,  no  new  one  could  quiet  the  appre- 
henfions  of  the  people. 

Collot  d'Herbois  feeing  the  oppofing  party  twice 
foiled,  haftily  arofe,  and,  without  preface  or  prepara- 
tion, moved,  "  that  royalty  mould  be  abolifhed  in 
France."  The  right  fide,  though  angry  that  the 
popularity  of  fuch  a  proportion  mould  be  wrefted 
from  them,  did  not  venture  to  oppofe  the  motion  ;  a 
hint  was  given  that  it  would  be  decent  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  rafhnefs  by  difcuffing  the  queftion  :  but 
Gregoire  refifted  delay  by  a  furious  philippic  againft 
royalty  j  and  the  original  motion  was  decreed  without 
a  diflentient  voice,  amid  fhouts  of  Vive  la  Nation  ! 
Thus  on  the  proportion  of  a  ftrolling  player,  in  an 
aflembly  of  three  hundred  and  feventy-one  obfcure 
individuals  (for  no  more  had  yet  verified  their  powers), 
was  the  moft  ancient  monarchy  in  Europe  over- 
thrown ;  and  the  heir  of  fixty-five  kings  formally 
depofed,  without  a  fmgle  voice  being  raifed,  or  a  (ingle 
fword  unmeathed,  in  his  behalf.  This  general  acqui- 

efcence 
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efcencein  a  project  which  none  of  the  revolutionifls  CH.VIII. 
had  originally  ente~  tained,  juflified  the  obfervation  of    ^92. 
Robefpierre   that  the  republic    flipped  in  by  ftealth 
among  the  contending  factions  *. 

The  invading  armies,  whofe  prefence  might  have 
been  fuppofed  to  check  and  whofe  fuccefs  would 
have  invalidated  thefe  proceedings,  were  no  longer 
regarded  with  terror  by  the  French.  After  the 
capture  of  Verdun  jacobin  commiflioners,  deputed  by 
the  commune  of  Paris  exercifed  throughout  the  de* 
partments  the  rights  of  the  executive  power,  giving 
orders  for  means  of  defence,  removing  municipal 
officers  who  appeared  lukewa  m,  and  even  directing 
the  ope.ations  of  Luckner,  and  fuch  other  generals  as 
they  found  fufficiently  timorous  to  fubmic.  Pumouriez, 
at  the  head  of  an  army  not  refpe&able  either  for 
numbers  or  difcipline,  had  formed  his  camp  at 
Grandpre,  and  flationed  his  troops  among  the  defiles 
of  the  forefl  of  Argonne,  interfe&ed  by  mountains, 
rivers,  ftreams,  pools,  and  marines,  and  prefenting 
only  five  pafles  f,  which  he  had  taken  great  pains  to 
fecure.  His  army  of  feventeen  thoufand  men  was  at 
firft  fcattered  over  various  ports,  extending  nearly 
thirty  miles,  fo  that  had  the  invaders  known  his 
weaknefs,  they  could  not  have  failed  of  routing  him 

*  La  Republique  fe  glifTa  furtivement  parmi  les  direrfes  factions. 
Conjuration  d'Orl^ans,  vol.  III.  p.  217. 

f  Called  la  Croix-aux-bois,  Grandpre/  les  Ifltttes,  le  Chene 
populeux,  and  la  Chalade. 

VOL.  1.  u  in 
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CH.  vin.  iii  a  general  attack.     Difcontent  prevailed  among  the 
2.    officers  as  well  as  the  privates;  many  blamed  Du- 
mouriez  as  the  author  of  the  war,   and  Hill  more 
cenfured  his  fyftem  of  defence. 

In  time,  however,  his  pofition  began  to  be  more 
formidable :  his  troops  by  frequent  fkirmimes  learnt 
the  value  of  difcipline,  acquired  confidence  in  them- 
felves,  and  were  taught  by  fome  fuccefsful  manoeuvres, 
and  victorious  conflicls,  not  to  over-rate  the  powers 
of  their  opponents.  Their  numbers  were  daily  aug- 
mented by  the  junction  of  various  other  armies  under 
Dillon,  Kellermann,  and  Beurnonville,  detachments 
from  the  army  of  Luckner,  and  recruits  from  Paris, 
which  finally  fwelled  his  ranks  to  fixty-feven  thou- 
fand  men* 

The  duke  of  Brunfwick  having  negle&ed  to  occupy 
the  heights  of  Biefme,  they  were  feized  by  Dillon, 
and  proved  the  means  of  obliging  the  king  of  Pruflia 
to  make  a  circuit  of  more  than  fifty  miles,  which, 
from  the  (late  of  the  weather  and  trie  roads,  he  could 
not  perform  in  lefs  than  eight  days.  When  he  arrived 
in  Champagne  after  pafling  the  (I  raits  of  Argonne, 
he  found  himfelf  in  a  barren  country,  without  provi- 
fions,  and  his  troops  worn  with  fatigue,  and  reduced 
by  a  contagious  diforder,  arifing  from  a  want  of  bread, 
which  obliged  them  .to  eat  unripe  grapes.  Frederick- 
William,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
vick,  had  commenced  the  campaign  without  making 
due  provifions,  relying  with  too  fanguine  confidence 

on 
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on  a  general  infurre&ion  of  the  people;  and  even  \vlieri  Cir.  Vllr, 
his  firfl  advances  in  France  had  proved  the  futility  of         0 
thefe  expectations,  he  perfievered  in  his  plan  of  pene- 
trating rapidly  towards  Paris. 

After  feveral  fkirmiflies,  rfiaintained  with  15t^ 
alternate  fuccefs,  the  prince  de  Hohenlohe  Sept. 
demanded  an  interview  with  Dumouriez,  who  declined 
attending  himfelf,  but  deputed  general  Duval.  The 
intenticin  of  the  Pruflian  general  in  requiring  a  con- 
ference is  not  known^  as  the  only  flatem'ent  given  im- 
ports that  nothing  more  than  compliments  pafled  ;  it 
appears,  however,  that  the  invaders  were  reduced  to 
great  diftrefs,  having  confumed  all  the  proVifions 
found  in  Longwy  and  Verdun,  exhanfted  the  poor 
country  in  which  they  were  potted,  and  which  had 
before  been  confiderably  drained  by  the  French  ;  and 
being  now  obliged  to  draw  .all  their  fupplies  front 
Luxembourg  and  the  ele£torate  of  Treves,  while  the 
garrifons  of  Sedan,  Motitmedy,  Thionville,  and  even 
Metz,  frequently  intercepted  the  convoys. 

Duval  artfully  imprefled  on  the  mind  of 
the  prince,  a  perfuafion  that  DumouViez  was 
refolved  to  maintain  his  prefcnt  pofition ;  but  that  ge- 
neral had  already  refolved  on,  and  in  the  night  exe- 
cuted, a  judicious  retreat  to  St.  MenehouW.    Adivi- 
fion  of  the  army,  confifting  of  ten  thoufand,  under 
general  Chazdt,  was,  however,  on  the  next  day  panic- 
llruck  at  the  appearance  of  fifteen  hundred  Pruilians, 
and  fled  acrofs  the  main  column;  winged  with  fear, 

u  2  they 
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CH.  VIII.  they  proceeded  thirty  or  forty  leagues,  and  fpread 
Rhetel,  Rheims,  Chalons,  Vitry,  and  even 
to  Paris,  the  report  of  treafon,  and  the  annihilation 
of  the  army.  This  evil  was  eafily  repaired ;  but  it 
confirmed  Dumouriez  in  his  refolution,  not  to  hazard 
engagements,  but  to  harafs  the  invaders,  ftraiten 
their  quarters,  and  depend  on  want  and  an  inclement 
feafon  to  effect  their  deftruction. 

This  event  was  rapidly  accompliming,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  combined  troops,  after  rejecting  feveral  pro- 
pofitions  for  improving  their  fituation,  were  already 
preparing  a  retreat,  when  the  king  of  Pruffia  endea- 
voured to  open  a  fecret  negociation  with  Dumouriez. 

Several  interviews  were  effected  between  him 
22d. 

and  colonel  Manftein,  aid-de-camp  to  Frede- 
rick-William,  the  precife  remits  of  which  are  not 
known  j  but  an  arrangement  was  made  for  fufpending. 
the  ufelefs  firing  which  had  hitherto  taken  place  in 
front  of  the  camps,  and  thus  Dumouriez  gained  an 
opportunity  of  changing  his  pofition  fo  as  to  annoy 
the  Pruffians  in  their  retreat,  which  he  juflly  confi- 
dered  inevitable. 

In  a  fucceedine;  interview  colonel  Manftein 

24th. 

declared  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  no  intention 
to  interfere  with  the  conftitution  or  government  of 
France,  but  would  gladly  accede  to  peace  on  certain 
terms,  the  firft  of  which  was  the  liberation  of  Louis 
XVI.  from  prifon,  and  his  reinftatemcnt  in  the  author- 
ity which  he  poffeffed  before  the  loth  of  Auguft.  In 

anfwer, 
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anfwer,  Dumouriez  fhewed  the  precipitate  decree  of  CH.  VIII. 
the  convention,  profefling  forrow  that  matters  were 
come  to  fuch  an  extremity,  efpecially  as  there  was  no 
remedy.  He  remonftrated,  however,  at  confiderable 
length,  on  the  impolicy  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  con- 
tinuing hoftilities ;  and  it  is  even  aflerted  that  a  nego- 
tiation was  begun,  by  which  the  retreat  of  the  Pruffian 
army  was  facilitated.  A  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  was  eftablifhed,  but  Dumouriez  pofitively 
refufed  to  include  the  emigrants  in  the  arrangement ; 
he  even  tranfmitted  to  Servan  a  book  of  orders  be- 
longing to  that  corps  which  had  fallen  into  his  hands, 
and  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  a  lift  of  emigrants  by 
which  fo  many  families  were  plundered  and  op- 
prefled,  and  in  which  he  himfelf  was  afterwards  in- 
eluded. 

At  a  council  of  war  held  by  the  invaders,  the  pro- 
priety of  a  general  engagement  was  difcufled.  Gene- 
ral Kalreuth,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  other 
Pruflian  generals,  oppofed  it,  urging  the  bad  condition 
of  the  cavalry,  the  neceflity  of  extenfive  move- 
ments, the  difficulty  of  fubfiftence,  and  the  impru- 
dence of  expofing  their  army,  weakened  as  it  was  by 
difeafe,  to  an  iflue  fo  uncertain.  Marfhals  de  Brog- 
lioand  de  Caftries,  and  general  Clerfaye,  argued,  on 
the  other  fide,  the  great  importance  of  achieving  fome- 
thing  for  relief  of  Louis  XVI.  and  the  queen.  They 
had  no  doubt  of  fuccefs  in  a  battle,  and  they  might 
then  proceed  to  Chalons,  where  they  would  find  im- 
menfe  fupplies,  and  thus  the  army  would  no  longer  be 

weakened 
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CH.  VIII.  weakened  by  numerous  detachments  to  maintain  pofts 

^^—  J  which  would  then  be  ufelefs.     The  king  of  Pruflia 
1  7Q2 

appeared  convinced  by  thefe  reafons;  and  it  was  even 

faid  that  a  day  was  fixed  for  the  conflid  :  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick  fent  his  manifeflo  to  Dumou- 

29th'    riez,  who  declared  the  truce  terminated  ;  but 
juft  as  the  troops  were  expecting  to  be  led  to  battle, 
and  the  army  of  the  French  princes  exulted  in  the 
hope  of  ihedding  their  blood  for  the  honour  of  their 
fovereign,  orders  were  iffued  for  a  retreat.     The  emi- 
grants retired  in  good  order  to  Stenay,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  difpofitions  made  by  Dumouriez  to  harafs  their 
rear  ;  and  the  Pruffians,  rather  efcorted  than  purfued 
by  the  French  army,  reached  die  frontier  without  any 
lofs,  but  what  arofe  from  illnefs,   bad  roads,    and 
treacherous,  guides,   who  occafioned  the   pillage  of 
fome  waggons.     The  places  which  had  been  captured 
were  retaken  .without  refiftance,  and  the  blockade  of 
Thionville  was  raifed,  as  well  as  the  fiege  of 

ISthOa.  L.flej  which  had  been  aaively  profecuted  by 

the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen.  This  ineffeaual  campaign, 
and  disgraceful  retreat,  occafioned  infinite  fpeculation^ 
and  numerous  conjedures  have  been  advanced  in  ac- 
counting for  the  event  :  the  obfcurity  which  furrounds 
it  is,  however,  at  prefent  impenetrable,  and  no  ad* 
vantage  can  be  derived  from  detailing  the  numerous 

fictions  publilhed  on  the  occafion  *, 

Mean- 


*  The  account  of  this  campaign  is  derived  from  the  Life 
mouriez,  vol.  III.  ;  Major  Money's  Hiftoryof  the  Campaign  j  Regne 

de 
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Meanwhile  general  Cufline,  who  had  been  detached  CH.  VI If. 
from  the  army  of  Alface  under  Biron,  with    2(j,d  g    t    ^     ' 

twenty-two  thoufand  men  for 'the  purpofe          to 

21ft  Oft. 
of  making  a  diverfion,  took,  with  furprifmg 

rapidity.  Spires,  Worms,  and  Mentz.  He  was  then, 
advifed  to  attack  Coblentz  and  Treves,  and  make 
himfelf  mailer  of  the  Mofelle,  but  he  preferred  the 

more  brilliant  exploit  of  crofting  the  Rhine, 

23d  Oft. 
which  he  effected  with  fuccefs,    and   feized 

Frankfort ;  levying  at  every  place  enormous  con- 
tributions. After  fome  time,  however,  he  received 

a  confiderable  check  :  the  Pruflians  recaptured 

2dDec. 
Frankfort,  with  its  garrifon  of  thirteen  hundred 

men,  and  after  a  long  and  obftinate  engagement  with 
his  main  army,  drove  them  for  refuge  into  the  woods. 
Cufline  afterwards  (hut  himfelf  up  in  Mentz,  the 
recovery  of  which  was  an  important  objecl:  to 
the  king  of  Pruflia;  a  regular  fiege  was  there- 
fore formed,  and  the  place  fummoned,  but  no  aclion 
of  importance  diflinguifhed  the  remainder  of  the 
campaign. 

The  national  affembly,  before  its  diffolution,  with- 
out the  forms  of  negotiation  or  declaration,  decreed 
a  war  againfl  the  king  of  Sardinia;  and  gene-  ieth— 20th 
ral  Montefquieu  marched  immediately  into      SePu 
Savoy,  where  the  people  having  already  been  prepared 

de  Frederic-Guillaume  II.  vol.  II.  p.  287,  et  feq. ;  Bertrand's  Annals, 
vol.  VII.  p,  429,  et  feq.  5  and  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  II.  p.  64,  et  feq. 

»       tot 
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Cn.VlH.  f°r  tne  reception  of  French  principles,  he  performed 

*    "V~~*"J  without  difficulty  thofe  achievements  which  made  him 
1792. 

confider  his  march  as  a  triumph.    Chambery  received 

him  with  open  arms,  and  the  whole  province  of 
Savoy  yielded  peaceably  to  his  dominion  ;  a  national 
convention  was  called,  which,  in  imitation  of  that  at 
Paris,  decreed  chat  the  king  had  forfeited  his  right  to 
govern,  and  that  the  lands  of  the  church  were  public 
property. 

The  government  of  France  celebrated  the  acquifi- 

tion  of  Savoy  by  a  civic  fete,  and  annexed  it 
14th  Oa. 

to   the  republic  by  a  decree  denominating 

it  the  department  of  Mont-blanc,  and  ranking  it  as 

an  eighty -fourth  member  of  the  territorial 

.     ,    ' 

body. 

Before  this  event  was  completed,  general  Mon- 
tefquieu,  the  efficient  caufe  of  it,  had  found  it  neceflary 
to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  fervice  of  the  republic, 
The  government  of  Geneva,  alarmed  at  the  invafion 
of  Savoy,  demanded  from  the  other  Swifs  cantons 
a  garrifon  of  fixteen  hundred  men,  according  to 
ancient  compacts.  A  French  party,  on  the  contrary, 
urged  the  propriety  of  placing  Geneva  under  the 
protection  of  France.  The  admiffion  of  a  Swifs  garrifon 
furnifhed  the  national  convention  with  a  pretext  to 
quarrel,  and  Montefquieu  appeared  before  Geneva. 
The  magiftrates  agreed  to  difmifs  the  Swifs,  on  con- 
dition that  the  French  troops  mould  alfo  withdraw ; 
but  tins  reafonable  compromife  gave  great  offence  at 

Paris. 
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Paris.    A  party,  headed  by  Danton,   Tallien,   and  Cii.VIII. 
Chabot,    had   before   obtained  a  decree  of 

•    n.    UT  u-  u     u-     7th  Oa.     1792- 

acculation  agamlt  Montelquieu,  which  his 
fuccefles  in  >avoy  obliged  them  to  annul ;  but  they 
now  returned  to  the  charge,  accufing  him  of  pecula- 
tion and  jobbing  in  the  finances,  and  compromifmg 
the  dignity  of  France  in  his  negotiations.  Com- 
miflioners  were  appointed  to  arreft  him,  but  he  judi- 
cioufly  avoided  their  fury  by  fending  in  his  refignation, 
and  abfconding  from  his  army ;  not  without  a  fufpi- 
cion  of  carrying  off  a  confiderable  fum  as  an  indemnity 
for  the  property  he  muft  leave  in  Paris*. 

Another  poition  of  the  king  of  Sardinia's 

.  29th  Sept. 

dominions  was  invaded  by  general  Anlelm, 

who  eroding  the  Var  took  pofieflion  of  the  city  and 
whole  county  of  .Nice ;  while  admiral  Trogoff  failed  to 
fupport  him  with  nine  mips  of  the  line.  The  J  rench 
troops,  for  their  unbridled  exceffes,  were  foon  held  in 
abhorrence  by  the  people  ;  and  the  admiral  completed 

their  deteftation  by  bombarding,  ftorming, 

f     *'.    .   .  23d  Oa. 

and  plundering  the  town  ot  Caghari,  in  re- 
venge for  a  Ikirmifli  in  which  leven  of  his  people  were 
killed.     He  alleged  in  his  juftification  that  the  Pied- 
montefe  had  fired  on  a  flag  of  truce,  but  the  ftatement 
is  extremely  doubtful. 

However  flattering  thefe  fuccefles  might  be  to  the 
military  genius  of  the  French  nation,  they  were  of 

*  See  Bertrand's  Annals,  vol.  VIII.  p.   47.  3  Didlionnaire  des 
Wommes  marnuans,  art.  Montefquieu. 

fmall 
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CH.  VIII.  fmall  efHmation  in  the  fcale  of  general  events  compared 

1792.    w^k  tne  triumphs  which  for  a  time  attended  the  arms 

of  Dumouriez.  When  that  general  had  driven  the  in- 

vaders  from  the  territory  of  the  republic,  he 

A  _  Lll    V_/c  L. 

haflened  to  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of  concert- 
ing a  wihter  campaign  in  Flanders,  and  perhaps  in  the 
natural  and  not  illaudible  hope  of  receiving  from  the 
grateful  inhabitants  of  the  capital  the  applaufes  due  to 
bis  valour  and  fuccefs.  He  had,  however,  an  early 
opportunity  of  'difcerning  the  jealous,  gloomy,  and 
ungrateful  difpofition  of  a  republican  government. 
He  was  attended  to  the  convention  by  an  immenfe 
concourfe  of  people,  but  the  prefident  fuffered  him  to 
wait  an  hour  in  the  anti-chamber  before  he  was 
admitted  to  pay  his  compliments  at  the  bar.  When 
introduced  he  boafted  in  the  higheft  terms  of  the 
valour  and  good  qualities  of  his  troops,  not  forgetting 
to  compliment  the  legiflature  on  the  conftitution  they 
were  about  to  frame  for  their  country.  Already,  hfe 
faid,  was  liberty  triumphant  in  every  direction ; 
guided  by  philofophy  it  would  foon  overfpread  the 
univerfe ;  and  after  having  crufhed  defpotifm,  and 
enlightened  the  people,  feat  itfelf  on  all  thrones*. 

The  general's  ftay  in  Paris  was  limited  to  four  days ; 
but  in  that  fhort  period  he  experienced  the  force  and 
activity  of  cabal,  and  muft  have  learnt  to  tremble  for 
his  own  fafety.  It  was  foon  perceived  that,  contrary 

*  Debates  3  Moore's  Journal,,  vol.  II.  p.   112, 

to 
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tjo  reafon,  and  all  the  dictates  of  honourable  confift-  c"-  VIII. 
ency,  he   attached  himfelf  to  Roland,  Servan,  and     1792. 
Claviere,  and  even  endeavoured   to   promote  a   re- 
conciliation between  them  and  Danton.     This  attach- 
ment roufed  the  fury  of  Marat,  the  declared  patron 
of  fome  foldiers    punifhed  by   Dumouriez   for   the 
murder  of  four  Pruflian  deferters,  who,   under  the 
promifes   held   out  by  the  decree  of  the  legislative 
aflembly,  had  joined  the  French  army  at  Rhetel.   This 
miferabje   incendiary,    after  inferting  in  his  journal 
feveral  calumnious  paragraphs  againft    the  general, 
attacked  him  in  public  with  grofs  abufe,  and  denounced 
him  at  the  jacobin  club.     Thefe  efforts  were  not  for 
the  prefent  attended  with  the  defired  confequences, 
as  Dumouriez  was   highly  efteemed,  and  the  little 
deputy  generally  contemned  ;  but  they  were  the  feeds 
of  more  important  events.  The  general  did  not  forget, 
however,  to  pay   his  homage  at  the  fhrine  of  the 
jacobins :  he  was  greeted  by  Danton,  the  prefident, 
with  a  characterifljc  harangue,  prognosticating  that 
under  his  direction  the  republican  pike  mould  every- 
where break  the  regal  fceptre,  and   thrones  mould 
vanifh  before  the  red  cap  with  which  he  was  honoured 
by  that  fociety  *.     But  although  Collot  d'Herbois  re- 
echoed the  civilities  of  the  prefident  in  a  mod  ridi- 
culous fpeech,  the  connection  of  Dumouriez  with  the 

*  Robefpierre  £  fes  Commettans,  vol.  I.  p.  ji  j  Moore's  Journal, 
vol.  II.  p.  158. 

miniftry 
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CH.  VIII.  miniftry  raifed  him  many  enemies  among  the  jacobins  5 
and  Marat  was  not  confidered  a  mere  calumniator, 
when  he  advanced  that  the  general  was  ambitious  of 
conquering  Flanders  only  with  a  view  to  make  himfelf 
duke  of  Brabant. 

On  his  arrival  at  Valenciennes  Dumouriez 
24th  O61.    .  ,      _  .  .n 

learnt  that  Servan  was  no  longer  minuter  at 

war,  having  been  fucceeded  by  Pache.  He  found  the 
troops  in  want  of  every  necefiary,  and  was  without 
money  to  pay  them ;  yet  he  commenced  a  brilliant 
campaign,  which,  as  he  obferves,  was  calculated  like 
a  game  of  chefs,  in  confequence  of  his  great  fuperiority 
in  numbers  and  artillery.  He  ifiued  a  falfe 
and  delufive  proclamation  to  the  Belgians  (as 
it  was  the  fafhion  to  call  the  people  of  Flanders), 
offering  afliftance  which  was  not  defigned,  and  pro- 
mifmg  forbearance  which  could  not  be  maintained  ; 
and  then,  after  fome  delays,  owing  to  difputes  wich 
general  Labourdonnaye  and  want  of  fupplies,  took 

the  field.     In  his  firft  operation  the  Belgic 
3d  Nov.  r 

mfanrry,  having  gained  an  advantage  over 

the  Auftrians  at  the  village  of  Thulin,  purfued  their 
fuccefs  too  far,  and  were  furrounded  near  the  mill  of 
Boufiu,"  where  they  fuftained  confiderable  lofs,  and 
were  with  great  difficulty  refcued  by  the  regiment  of 
Chamborant. 

In  this  affair,  however,  the  Auftrians  owed 

/?.  u 

their  fuccefs  folely  to  {kill,  as  their  numbers 
were  utterly  inadequate  to  a  contefl  with  the  enemy. 

Dumouriez, 
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Dumouriez,  juftly  relying  on  his  fuperiority  in  this 
refpeft,   early  in  the   morning,  on  the  6th  of  jXTo- 
vember,   attacked  them  in  their  llrong  iituation  at 
Gemappe.     Every  thing   had  been  done  which  art 
could  effect,  to  render  this  well-chofen  pofition  im- 
pregnable ;  and  every  thing  was  achieved  which  valour 
difproportionately  matched  could  perform,  to  main- 
tain  it  with  nineteen   thoufand  men,    againfl  forty 
thoufand,  fupported  by  an  unrivalled  park  of  artillery, 
who  advanced  with  a  total  difregard  of  life,  and  were 
taught  that  no  confideration  of  that  kind  ought  to 
interfere  with  the  hope  of  conqueft.     Several  times, 
however,  were  the  different  columns  of  this  formidable 
body  fhaken,  and  thrown  into  confufion,  by  the  fteady 
valour  of  the  Auftrians  ;    even  their  confufion  by 
collecting  their  overwhelming  numbers  enfured  their 
victory.     Dumouiiez  in  perlori  was  obliged  to  rally 
one  party ;    Baptifte  Renard,  his  valet  de  chambre, 
brought  feven  fquadrons  into  action,  who  had  been 
thrown  into  confufion ;  and  young  Egalite,  whom 
birth  entitled  to  be  called  duke  of  Chartres,  led  into 
action  a  mafs  of  fugitives,  whom,  with  farcaftic  gaiety, 
he  called  the  column  of  Gemappe.     The  flatement  of 
the  general  himfelf,    that  every  French  corps   was 
engaged  hand  to  hand  with  the  fabre  or  fixed  bayonet, 
is  highly  creditable  to   the  valour  of  the  Auftrians, 
confidering  that  the  numbers  were  more  than  two  to 
one,  and   that  before   fuch  a  mode  of  engagement 
could  take  place,  the  greatcft  difficulties  of  fituafion" 

muft 
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CH.  VIII.  muft  have  been  furmounted.  The  victory  was  iri 
favour  of  the  French,  who  loft  in  the  encounter^ 
according  to  their  own  account,  feven  hundred  killed 
and  thirteen  hundred  wounded  ;  and  the  Imperialifts 
about  four  thoufand,  with  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon. 
There  is,  however,  abundant  reafon  for  believing  that 
this  flatement  is  incorrect,  and  that  the  flaughter  of 
the  French  was  much  greater  than  was  reprefented*. 

This  unexpected  triumph  of  undifciplined 
7th  Nov.  ' 

valour  over  methodical   tactics,   decided  the 

fate  of  Flanders :  Mons  opened  its  gates  to  the 
victorious  general ;  Tournay,  Nieuport,  Oftend,  and 
Bruges,  furrendered  to  Labourdonnaye  and  Miranda  5 
and  after  a  flight  fldrmifh  at  the  village  of  Anderlecht, 
, , .,  Dumouriez  entered  Bruflels  amid  the  acclama- 

14an. 

tions  of  the  populace. 

Having  iflfued  orders  for  the  fiege  of  Antwerp, 
Dumouriez  left  Bruflels,  and  encamped  at  Gotten- 
bergue,  intending  to  eftablifli  manufactories  of  arms 

at  Mechlin.     The  Auflrians  were  pofted 
19th  and  22d.  J 

on  the  heights  01  Cumptich,  where  he 

attacked  them,  and  after  a  long  and  obflinate  conflict 
encamped  in  the  pofition  they  had  occupied,  eftablifh- 
ing  his  head-quarters  at  Tirlemont,  from  which  place 

the  battle  takes  its  name.     Four  days  afterwards 
28th. 

the  general  encamped  at  St.  Tron  :  he  came  up 
with  the  Imperialifts,  who  were  making  a  very  finc 

*  SeeLifeofDtfmouriez,  vol.  VI,  chap.  v. 

retreat, 
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retreat,  and,  after  a  fmart  partial  engagement  near  CH.VIII. 
Varoux,  entered  the  city  of  Liege.    Miranda  ^nST 

having  taken  Antwerp,  and  Na'mur  having 
furrendered  to  Valence,  all  the  Low-countries,  ex- 
cept the  duchy  of  Luxembourg  and  the  little  town 
of  Heure,  were  conquered  in  a  month.     Dumouriez 
was  defirous '  to  take  Maeftricht,  but  being  forbidden 
by  the  minifters,  fmiflied  the  campaign  by  the 
capture  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  he  entered 
after  a  vigorous  oppofition  from  the  Imperialifts,  and, 
being  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  provifions,  eftablifhed 
there  his  winter-quarters.  « 

During  the  progrefs  of  the  campaign  the  French 
plundered  with  the  mofl  profligate  rapacity.    The  firft 
proclamation    was    difregarded,    and  no    diftin&ion 
made  between  the  clergy  and  laity ;  the  churches  and 
the  banks  were  equally  obliged  to  contribute,  and  the 
goods  in  warehoufes  were  no  more  facred  than  the 
cattle  in  the  fields.     Sometimes  the  pretence  was  a 
loan,  at  others  a  contribution  ;  the  foldiers  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  affignats,  which  they  forced  the  (hop- 
keepers  to  take  at  par,  and  even  to  give  change  in 
money  :  the  jacobin  commiffioners   enriched  them- 
felves  without  reftraint ;  and  Dumouriez  is  charged 
with  having  gratified  his    avarice  by  an  enormous 
booty  *. 

Elated  with  thefe  fuccefles,  the  national  convention 

*  For  the  particulars  of  this  campaign,  fee  the  Life  of  Du- 
mouriez, vol.  III. 

difclofed, 
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CH.VIH.  difclofed,  without  referve,  their  views  of  aggrandife- 
l7y2.  ment>  and  fchemes  of  diforganifation.  Belgium  was 
notyet  openly  proclaimed  a  part  of  the  French  republic, 
but  it  was  declared  a  feparate  independent  ftate  ;  and 
its  pofition  rendered  the  event  of  its  junction  with 
France  abfolutely  certain.  The  neutrality  of  Holland 
was  treated  with  the  utmoft  contempt ;  the  opening  of 
the  Scheldt,  the  navigation  of  which  was  by  feveral 

treaties   referved  to   the   Dutch,   was  de- 
l6thand  ,  ,        .  .  .  . 

2ift  Nov.  creed  by  the  convention  with  general  accla- 
mation ;  and  a  French  fquadron  entering 
that  river^  greatly  facilitated  the  capture  of  Antwerp. 
The  Dutch  government  protefted,  in  vain,  againft 
thefe  proceedings ;  the  French  even  carrying  their 
difregard  of  all  cufloms  of  civilifed  nations  to  the 
extent  of  directing  their  generals  to  attack  the  Auf- 
trians  on  the  Dutch  territory,  mould  they  take  re- 
fuge there. 

In  the  profpect  of  accompliming  their 
views  of  a  junction  with  Flanders,  they  de- 
clared, on  the  motion  of  Lareveilliere  Lepaux,  that 
the  French  nation  would  grant  fraternity  and  aid  to 
every  people  willing  to  recover  their  liberty,  and  or- 
dered their  generals  to  give  afiiftance  to  all  fuch 
people,  and  defend  thofe  who  might  have  been  op- 
prefled  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  This  general  procla- 
mation in  favour  of  rebellion  (which  Briflbt  after- 
wards termed  an  abfurd  and  impolitic  meafure,  calcu- 
lated to  excite  juft  alarms  in  all  foreign  cabinets)  was 

palTed 
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f>affed  by  acclamation,  and  ordered  to  be  tranflatedCtf.  VIII. 
into  all  languages.     In  conformity  to  the  fpirit  of  this     1792. 
decree*  every  encouragement  was  afforded  to  the  dif- 
contented  in  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  the  correfpond- 
ence    of  the  jacobins  extended  on  every  fide  their 
pernicious  principle,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  gd- 
verned  to  rebel  againft  their  governors. 

England  was  particularly  expofed  to  thefe  machi- 
nations, the  effect  of  which  was  favoured  by  the 
free  conftitution  and  liberal  policy  of  the  kingdom. 
Agents  of  France  were  diffeminated  in  all  parts  ;  and 
the  idle,  the  needy,  the  fpeculative,  and  the  wicked, 
already  enjoyed  in  anticipation  the  moment  when 
they  might  revel,  and  plunder,  and  legiflate,  and 
murder,  on  the  French  model.  The  refufe  of  the 
country  formed  clubs  and  afibciations  on  the  jacobin 
fyftem,  correfponded  with  a  committee  of  Englim 
and  Irifh  in  Paris,  fent  deputations  to  the  bar  of 
the  national  convention,  propofing  an  alliance,  not  of 
crowns,  but  of  people,  and  which  mould  be  negotiated, 
after  fome  ufeful  changes  fimilar  to  thofe  of  France, 
by  a  national  convention  of  England.  Thefe  deputa- 
tions were  always  received  with  honour,  and  their 
fpeeches  re-echoed  with  fentiments  of  encouragement 
and  invitations  to  perfeverance,  accompanied  with  af- 
furances  that  the  day  was  already  come,  when  all 
thrones  mould  be  overthrown,  and  all  people  free. 
Such  were  the  returns  made  by  the  convention  of 
France,  to  a  government  which  had  conferred  on 

VOL.  r.  x  them 
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Cir.  VIII. them  important  favours,  'and  whofe  conduft  was  ac- 
^~PJT^  knowledged  by  the  minifter  tor  foreign  affairs,  in  his 
note  to  lord  Gower,  to  be  founded  on  juftice,  mode- 
ration, and  impartiality  *.      , 

The  delire  to  irritate  all  foreign  nations,  together 
with  fome  few  decrees  for  plundering  the  clergy,  and 
fequeflering  the  property  of  the  emigrants,  were  the 
only  points  in  which  the  members  of  the  convention 
cordially  concurred.  The  factions  were  animated 
with  deadly  antipathy.  Mirabeau  faid  the  royalifts 
might  fafely  be  contended  with,  as  they  neither  plun- 
dered, burnt,  nor  aflaflinated ;  but  experience  afforded 
conviction,  that  whatever  moderation  and  virtue  the 
Rolandifts  might  affect,  their  treachery  was  deeper, 
and  their  revenge  not  lefs  bloody,  than  that  of  their 
opponents. 

Jn  the  courfe  of  their  hoftilities  feveral  angry  mo- 
tions had  been  made,  the  general  refult  of  which  was 
beneficial  to  the  Mountain.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  fittings,  Danton  wifhed  to  retain  his  office  of 
minifter  of  juftice  conjointly  with  his  feat  in  the  legif- 
lature,  alleging  that  the  convocation  of  a  conven- 
tion fmperfeded  the  reftri&ive  laws  of  the  former 
afTemblies  ;  though  he  failed  in  this  point,  he  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  his  hate4  rival,  Roland,  who 
•would  not  give  up  his  place  in  the  adminift ration,  ex- 
cluded from  the  legiflature  t*  Roland  prefented  fre- 

*  Herbert  Marfh's  Hiftory^of  Politics,  &c.  v.vl.  chap.  x. 
f  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p,  324;   CEuvres  de  Ma- 
dame Roland,  vol.  II.  p.  179. 

quent 
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quent  remonftrances  to  the  convention  againft  iheCii.Viil. 
tyranny  of  the  commune  of  Paris,  and  at  length 
tained  a  decree  for  its  diflblution  j  but  he  was  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful  in  denouncing  the  crimes  of  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, as  great  part  of  them  was  attributed  to  the 
activity,  or  at  lead  the  connivance,  of  his  own  friends  ; 
and  a  complete  inveftigation  would  have  expofed  fe- 
crets  unfafe  to  both  parlies.     At  an  early  period  of 
thefe  difputes,  a  violent  attack  was  made 
by  Rebecqui,  Barbaroux,  Vergniaud,  and 
JBoileau,  on  Marat,  whom  no  one  defended,  but  who 
extricated  himfelf  by  his  impudence  and  dexterity  *. 
On  a  fubfequent  day,  Louvet,  who  be* 

r  u       r>          1      •          i.     i     n  r  "29th  OR. 

tore  the  Kevolution  had  ihewn  a  fporiive 
genius  in  fome  immodeft  romances,  and  had  fince 
been  diflinguifhed  at  the  jacobin  club,  gained  confi- 
derable  applaufe  by  pronouncing  a  ftrong  and  well- 
digefted  fpeech,  unveiling  the  views,  politics^  and  re- 
fources,  of  Robefpierre.  The  attack  was  unexpected, 
both  as  to  the  perfon  and  the  matter,  which  was  far 
'fuperior  to  that  which  the  rank  of  Louvet's  talents 
taught  the  audience  to  expect.  Robefpierre,  though 
not  unexperienced  in  fuch  contefts,  having  been  pre- 
vioufly  aflailed  by  Kerfaint  and  La  Source,  folicited  a 
week  to  prepare  his  defence,  which  was  with  difficulty 
granted.  He  employed  this  interval  in  obtaining  a 
powerful  party  in  the  gallery  to  fupport  his 
caufe,  and  on  the  appointed  day  produced  a 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  37. 

x  2  written. 
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written  oration,  full  of  founding  phrafes,  though  de- 
1792.  ftitute  of  convincing  arguments :  but  it  contained  that 
in  which  Robefpierre  fhewed  his  greateft  excellence ; 
keen  farcafm,  bitter  invective,  and  profeflions  calcu- 
lated to  deceive  and  propitiate  the  people.  Louvet 
was  prevented  from  replying  by  his  own  party  j  and 
Barrere,  on  this  occafion,  firfl  mewed  a  predilection 
for  the  Mountain,  by  fupporting  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  decreed;  and  Robefpierre  was,  on  the 
whole,  conliderably  raifed  in  popularity  and  real  im- 
portance, by  the  effort  which  had  been  made  to  de- 
prefs  him.  The  jacobin  club  fhewed  themfelves  ftre- 
nuous  fupporters  of  his  caufe,  by  ftriking  from  their 
lift,  on  the  fame  evening,  the  names  of  Louvet, 
Roland,  Lanthenas,  Rebecqui,  Girey  Dupre  an  agent 
of  Brifibt,  and  Barbaroux,  who,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween Robefpierre's  accufation  and  defence,  had  at- 
tacked him  in  an  oblique  and  fomewhat  irregular 
manner. 

The  Briflbtines  tried  to  recover  their  avpantage  in  a 
paper  war,  bur  Robefpierre  pofleffed  fuperior  talents 
in  writing,  and  by  a  witty  farcaftic  epiftle  turned 
Petion,  who  entered  the  lifts  againft  him,  into  C9m-' 
plete  ridicule  *.  The  conteft  branched  out  in  other 
directions,  frequent  attacks  being  made  on  Danton  ; 
who  while  minifter  had  embezzled  conliderable 
fums  of  money,  and  with  great  difficulty  evaded 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  V.  II.  p.  385,  et  feq.  and  Appen- 
dix X. 

an 
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an  enquiry  propofed  by  the  other  party.    A  pro- CH. VIII. 
jeft  of  the  right  fide,  to  proteft  themfelves  againft    17s,2f 
the   mobs   of   Paris    by  a  force   to   be   raifed  in 
the    departments,    occafioned  alfo   many   vigorous 
debates. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

Exertions  of  the- Mountain  to  procure  the  Trial  of  Louis 
XVI — Account  of  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily—Watched by  brutal  Commifftoners — Abolition  of 
Royalty  announced — Faithful  Services  of  Clery — Daily 
Jnfults  offered  to  the  Royal  Family — Efforts  in  the  Con- 
vention— Petitions  from  the  "Jacobin  Club  and  affiliat- 
ed Societies — Violent  Speeches  of  the  Mountain  Party— 
Feeble  C)ppojltion  of  the  Gironde — Reports  ofValaze — • 
And  Mailhe — Exertions  in  the  Kings  Behalf- — Dif- 
tovery  of  an  Iron  Clofet  in  the  Tuilleries — Conduct 
of  Roland — Rapid  Proceedings  of  the  Regicides — Ro- 
befpierre  moves  to  condemn  the  King  'without  a  Trial — 
His  Trial  before  the  Convention  decreed — Preparation 
tf  Documents — Arrangements  for  the  Trial — Further 
Infults  on  the  Royal  Family —The  King  fummoned  to 
the  Bar  of  the  Convention— His  Proteft — His  Progrefs 
to  the  Hall  of  the  Convention — Debates  previous  to  his 
Arrival    His  Appearance — And  Interrogatory — He 
is  feparated  from  his  Family  -  Counfel  allowed  him —  . 
Tronchet  and  Malejherbes  appointed—  De  Seze  added 
— The  King's  Defence  prepared — He  makes  his  Will — 
H<?  is  again  brought  before  the  Convention— His  De- 
fence read — His  Addrefs  to  the  Convention — Judgment 
delayed — Fury  of  the  Jacobins — Arrangement  of  the 

guejlions 
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Queftions  to  be  decided -r-The  King  voted  Guilty,  and 
fentenced  to  death,  without  an  Appeal — Arts  ufed  to 
obtain  a  Majority— Conduft  of  Egalite — The  King's 
Letter  to  the  Convention — His  Sentence  notified— His 
laft  Requefts — Part  granted  and  Part  refufed—M* 
'  Edgeworth,  his  Confe/br,  attends  him — His  Icijl  In- 
terview with  his  Family — He  receives  the  Sacrament 
— His  Progrefs  to  the  Place  of  Execution — L-aft  Words 
— And  Murder— General  Confer  nation — His  Burial 
— Obfer-vations  on  his  Character. 

±  HESE  party  contentions,  however  acrimonioufly  ^_     ^ 
conducted,  were  of  fmall  import  compared  with  the    1792 
efforts  made  by  the  furious  orators  of  the  Mountain 
to  procure  the  trial  and  execution  of  their  fovereign, 
Louis  XVI.     This  attempt  was  fo  incompatible  with 
every   thing    which   had   long   been   recorded    and 
authentically  confidered  as  forming  the  French  cha- 
racter, fo  devoid  of  every  pretence  of  juilice,  and  fo 
repugnant  to  every  principle  of  true  policy,  that  even 

the   previous  atrocities    of  the  revolution  had   not 

* 

prepared  mankind  to  believe  that  its  accomplimment 
was  ferioufly  meditated,  much  lefs  that  the  people, 
the  armies,  and  the  conftituted  authorities  of  France, 
would  have  permitted  it  to  take  place.  The  conduct 
and  conclufion  of  this  tremendous  procefs  prove, 
however,  the  truth  of  the  obfervation,  flrongly 
enforced  after  the  events  of  October,  1789,  thattth« 

fpace 
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G«.  IX.  fpace  is  but  fmall  from  the  prifon  of  a  prince  to  his 

ave- 

The  royal  family  were  confined  in  the  tower  of 

an  ancient  building  belonging  originally  to  the  grand- 
prior  of  the  knights-templars,  fituated  at  the  north- 
eaft  extremity  of  Paris,  in  a  divilion  which  formed  a 
refuge  for  debtors,  crowded  with  buildings  of  the 
meaneft  defcription,  and  particularly  dirty,  unwhole- 
fome,  and  melancholy.  Great  pains  had  been  taken 
to  render  the  apartments  deftined  for  the  king  and  his 
family  fecure?  and  thefe  precautions  added  to  their 
gloom  ;  but  the  greateft  caufe  of  complaint  arofe,  not 
from  the  care  taken  to  detain  their  perfons,  but  from 
the  folicitude  conftantly  difplayed  in  loading  them 
with  every  infult  and  injury  which  malice,  meannefs, 
and  hardnefs  of  hearf,  could  devife. 

The  commimoners  of  the  commune,  who  were 
placed  at-  once  as  fpies  and  directors  of  their  conduct, 
were  purpofely  felected  from  the  very  dregs  of  the 
rabble  j  and  the  guards  to  whom  the  cuftody  of  their 
perfons  was  intrufted,  paid  court  to  the  demagogues 
by  wanton  cruelty  and  brutal  infolence.  The  cjecree 
for  abolifhing  royalty  was  announced  to  the  whole 
family  collectively,  with  ftudied  malice ;  the  com- 
milfioners  hoping  to  extort  from  the  monarch  fome 
mark  of  uneafmefs  at  his  degradation,  but  to  their  great 
difappointment  all  the  captives  bore  the  event  with 
heroic  refignation. 

Jealoufy  and  fufpicion  had  deprived  them  of  all  their 

attendants 
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attendants  except  Clery,  the  valet-de-chambre  of  the  Cn.  IX. 
dauphin,  whofe  zeal  and  perfeverance  in  the  fervice   1792. 
of  this  illuflrious  family,  which  he  has  narrated  in  a 
modeft   and    artlefs   manner,    will    immortalife   his 
name,  and  render  his  memory  cUar  to  all  who  car* 
appreciate  fidelity,  difplayed  in  times  fo  critical  an4 
difadvantageous.     The  delineation  which  he  has  given 
of  their  daily  life  is  extremely  affecting ;  it  mews  a 
picture  of  tranquil  confcience  difarming  the  hand  of 
oppreflion,  and  finding  folace  in  the  midft  of  mifery, 
by  virtuous   recollections,  and  innocent  and  laudable 
jnduftry.     The  enjoyments  of  the  royal  family  were 
curtailed  as  much  as  poflible  by  the  prohibition  of 
newfpapers,   except  thofe  which   contained  infolent 
libels  on  the  king  and  queen*;  by  compelling  them  to 
endure  numerous   delays  before  they  obtained  the 
rnoft  common  neceflaries ;  and  by  infulting  the  mifery 
which  the  plunder  of  the  palace  on   the   loth   of 
Auguft  had  oceafionec}.     The  diftrefs  of  the  captives 
vras  fo   great,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  borrow 
changes  of  raiment  from  his  valet-de-chambre  j  and 
fhe   queen   and   the  dauphin  were  fupplied  by  the 
bounty  of  the  countefs  of  Sutherland,  and  fome  other 

*  One  of  thefe  papers  contained  the  petition  of  a  cannoneer,  that 
a  piece  of  artillery  might  be  caft  of  a  fufficient  calibre  to  receive  the 
head  of  Louis  XVI.  and  that  the  petitioner  might  difcharge  it  at  the 
enemy.  Another  exhibited  a  rancorous  untruth  of  the  princcfa 
Elizabeth  having  had  a  child  by  a  bimop :  this  young  wolf,  the 
writer  added,  ought  to  be  ftrangled  as  well  as  the  two  (the  dauphin 
and  mad  am  e  Royale)  in  the  tower. 

ladies ; 
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CH.  IX.  ladies ;  but  this  intercourfe  was  fpeedily  fuperfeded. 
1792.  The  legiflative  aflembly  had  decreed  half  a  million  of 
livres  (21,875!.)  for  the  expences  of  the  royal  family, 
but  the  king  received  only  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  twenty-fix  livres  (nol.  los.  3d.)  from  Petion  ; 
and  his  receipt  for  that  trifling  fum  was  publimed  by 
Condorcet,  in  his  journal  called  Le  Chronique  de 
Paris,  with  an  infulting  comment. 

Even  in  the  fmallefl  objects,  the  perfecutors  of  the 
king  mewed  an  anxious  defire  to  diftrefs  and  mortify 
him  ;  he  had  a  time-piece  infcribed  with  the  maker's 
name,  and  the  addition,  "clock-maker  to  the  king:"  the 
hft  words  the  commiffioners  concealed  with  a  wafer. 
A  deputation  from  the  commune  attended,  to  require 
that  he  would  no  longer,  wear  his  ftar  and  ribands ; 
and  Clery  was  feverely  reprimanded,  for  demanding 
fome  necefTaries  in  the  name  of  the  klng^  even  before 
the  decfee  for  abolifhing  royalty  had  been  formally  an- 
nounced. Thefe  infolences  were  borne  with  religious 
calmnefs,  as  well  as  many  others,  in  which  the  com- 
miffioners on  duty,  confulting  their  own  brutal  difpo- 
fitions,  maltreated  their  captives  with  all  the  cruelty 
of  upftart  malice.  One,  named  Turlot,  declared, 
•  "  if  the  executioner  refufed  to  guillotine  that  damned 
family  (cette  facree  famille),  he  would  do  the  office 
himielf." 

The  fentinels  were  inftructed  in  fimilar  a£ls  of  in- 
folence  :  they  always  prefented  arms  on  the  approach 
pf  the  municipal  officers,  but  when  any  of  the  royal 

family 
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family  came  in  fight,  oftentatioufly  performed  a  Cn.IX. 
different  manoeuvre  from  that  which  mewed  refpect.  1790. 
One  of  thefe  men  chalked  on  the  infideof  the  king's 
chamber  door,  *e  The  guillotine  is  in  permanence,  and 
waits  for  Louis  XVI."  The  porter,  when  he  opened 
the  various  gates  for  the  family  to  take  thq  air,  amufed 
the  national  guard  by  blowing  from  his  pipe,  volumes 
of  fmoke  in  the  face  of  each  as  they  piaffed,  particularly 
the  females ;  while  the  delighted  foldiery  obftru&ed 
the  paffages,  uttering  grofs  pleafantries,  or  fmging 
revolutionary  and  often  indecent  fongs.  The  termina- 
tion of  the  period  allotted  to  them  for  exercife  was 
often  announced  in  coarfe  terms,  fuch  as  "  Allans, 
mcnjieur  Ycto^  ilfaiit  monter  ;  and  on  their  return,  they 
found  the  walls  of  their  prifon  fcrawled  with  threats 
and  libels,  in  large  characters.  Among  others  were, 
"  Madame  Veto  mail  fwirig  ;"  "  We  mall  find  a  way 
of  bringing  down  the  great  hog's  fat ;"  "  The  little 
wolves  muft  be  flrangled."  Under  a  gallows,  with  a 
figure  hanging,  were  the  words  "  Louis  taking  an 
air-bath/'  And  under  a  guillotine,  "  Louis  fpit- 
tiflg'  in  the  bag  j"  with  other  efforts  of  fimilar  ri- 
baldry. 

While  Louis  was  rifing  above  the  hardfhips  of  his 
bt,  by  patience  and  magnanimity,  his  enemies  in  the 
convention  were  driving  to  accelerate  his  fate  by  mo- 
tions for  his  trial,  as  it  was  called  ;  though,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  proceeding,  it  was  plain,  that  the 
term  trial  was  fubftituted  for  execution.  Merlin  firft 

introduced 


306  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

introduced  the  fubjeft  to  the  legiflature,  by 
obferving,  that  after  decreeing  the  abolition 
of  royalty,  it  was  time  to  fhew  the  world  that  a  de- 
throned king  was  not  even  a  citizen,  but  mould  fall 
beneath  the  vengeance  of  the  nation ;  and  the  con- 
vention ought  to  a£t  both  as  judges  and  accufers.  Al- 
though this  atrocious  fpeech  produced  no  effect  in  the 
convention,  the  jacobin  club  in  Paris,  and  the  affiliat- 
ed focieties  in  the  departments,  prefented  numerous 
petitions  for  the  condemnation  of  their  fovereign,  and 
the  municipality  of  the  capital,  on  every  occafion, 
oftentatioufly  mewed  their  determination  to  purfue 
him  to  the  fcafFold. 

The  papers  on  which  it  was  intended  to 
'  found  the  charges  againft  Louis  XVI.  were 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  delay  was  judged  necef- 
fary  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  the  defired  cata- 
ftrophe ;  but  the  exertions  of  the  regicide  faction,  and 
the  inefficient  oppofition  offered  by  the  Gironde,  re- 
moved every  fear ;  the  harangues  in  the  convention 
foon  appeared  to  proceed  on  the  principle,  that  no  trial 
for  the  afcertainment  of  guilt  was  neceffary,  but  the 
only  exertion  requifite  was  to  defeat  the  plea  of  invio- 
lability, and  pronounce  fentence  of  death.  Such 
were  the  fentiments  avowed  by  Robefpierre,  who  faid 
"  fentence  of  death  ought  to  be  pronounced  againft 
Louis,  as  a  tyrant,  condemned  by  the  infurre&ion  of 
the  people  :  inftead  of  which,  proceedings  were  in- 
ftituted  againft  him,  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  accufed  citi- 
zen, 
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zen,  whofe  criminality  was  doubtful.     The  revolu  -  Ca-  **• 
lion  ought  to  have  been  cemented  by  his  death  ;  in-   1792. 
(lead  of  which,  the  revolution  itfelf  was  rendered  a 
fubject  of  litigation."     Similar  to  thofe  were  the  fen- 
timents  of  Legendre,  Tallien,  Jean  Bon  St.  Andre, 
and  the  Mountain  in  general,  and  the  journalifts  of 
their  faction. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Briflbtines  timidly,  and 
with  the  hefitation  produced  by  their  previous  trea- 
chery, maintained  the  king's  inviolability.  They  could 
not  venture  to  pronounce,  as  their  confciences  dictat- 
ed, that  Louis  was  not  guilty ;  they  could  not  fup- 
port  his  conduct  on  any  general  principle  which  they 
had  not  oppofed,  or  weakened,  in  the  legiflative  affem- 
bly ;  and  fuch  had  been  the  atrocity  and  violence  of 
their  attacks  in  that  legiflature,  that  they  were  even 
afraid  to  move,  as  an  inftruction  to  the  committee, 
that  the  king  mould  not  be  accufed  of  any  facts  which 
had  taken  place  before  his  accepting  the  conftitution  : 
the  glory  of  this  folitary  aft  of  juftice  was  left  to  the 
incendiary  Marat. 

Valaze,  a  man  intimately  connected  with 
.      _,.  rit  r  i  6th  Nov. 

the  Gironde,  preiented  the  report  or  the  com- 
mittee on  the  papers,  introducing  it  with  a  declara- 
tion, that  "  the  proofs  were  found  fcattered  in  a 
chaos  of  vouchers,  moft  of  which  were  unimportant, 
and  many  had  no  connection  with  the  man  in  quef- 
tion"  His  report  eftablifhed  certain  grounds  of  accu- 
fation  on  papers  collected  from  various  houfes,  which 

had 
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^CH  IX.  ha(j  been  fearched  fince  the  loth  of  Auguft,  unafcer- 
1792.    tained  by  any  depofition,  unconnected  with  any  train 
of  events,  and  diverted  of  all  explanatory   circum- 
ftances  *. 

The  next  day  Mailhe,  in  the  name  of  the 

7th. 

committee  of  legiflation,  read  another  report 
on  the  queftions,  whether  the  king  could  be  tried  ? 
by  whom  ?  and  in  what  form  ?  The  legality  of  trying 
the  king  was  inferred  from  a  paradoxical  argument, 
in  which  neither  natural,  civil,  nor  constitutional  law, 
was  confulted :.  the  tribunal  and  mode   of  trial  re- 
commended were  no  lefs  unreafonable,  the  conven- 
tion creating  themfelves  judges  of  a  perfon  whom 
they  themfelves  accufed  j  inventing  a  new  code  of 
laws  as  the  ground-work  of  their  proceedings ;  and 
eftabliming  rules  of    evidence  repugnant  to  reafon, 
and  unknown  in   the  annals  of  jurifprudence.     To 
render  the  injuitice  more  flagrant,  many  of  thofe  felf. 
conftituted  judges,  before  the  trial,  publifhed  their 
opinions  in  a  flyle  which  demonflrated  a  rooted  con- 
viction, or  a  rancorous  determination,  which  defied 
proof,  and  precluded  the  poflibility  of  exculpation. 
On  the  publication  of  thefe  reports,  the  royalifts 
who  had  quitted  France,  and  the  leaft  atrocious  of  the 
republicans,  made  confiderable  exertions  in  the  king's 
behalf;  the  former  furnifhed  fads  and  documents, 
proving  the  injuftice  of  fome  principal  accufadons, 

*  See  an  able  examination  of  this  report— Bertrand's   Annals, 

TO!,  VIII.  p.  133, 

and 
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and  the  efforts  of  the  latter  feemed  to  make  the  refult  CH.  IX. 
fo  doubtful,  that  the  convention  decreed  the  printing    1792. 
of  all  the  fpeeches  delivered,  hoping  by  this   delay  to 
gain  more  profelytes  to  the  regicide  fyftem. 

While  thefe  opinions  were  in  a  train  of  flow 
delivery,  a  new  incident  occafioned  confider- 
able  agitation.  A  fecret  iron  clofet,  in  which  the 
king  kept  his  papers,  fixed  in  a  wall  of  the  palace  of 
the  Tuilleries,  and  covered  with  a  pannel,  was  pointed 
out  to  Roland,  by  the  workmen  who  conftru&ed  it. 
The  ininifter,  without  making  any  communication  10 
the  legiflature,  or  to  his  colleagues,  and  unaccompa- 
nied even  by  a  fmgle  municipal  officer,  went  to  the 
palace,  and  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  whole  collection 
of  writings,  prefenting  fuch  a  portion  of  them  as  he 
thought  fit,  to  the  convention,  as  documents  capable 
of  throwing  great  light  on  the  events  of.  the  lOth  of 
Augujl,  on  the  revolution  in  general,  and  on  thoje  cha~ 
rafters  who  had  taken  the  moft  afli-ve  fart  in  it.  He 
declared  that  feveral  members  of  the  firft  and  fecond 
aflemblies  were  implicated  in  the  contents,  and  requir- 
ed a  committee  to  take  cognifance  of  them*  The 
popularity  of  the  virtuous  Roland  was  riot  fo  great  as 
to  prevent  ferious  complaints  againft  the  irregularity 
and  felf-fufficiency  of  his  conduct ;  and  it  was  openly 
protefled,  that  an  opportunity  was  thus  gained  of 
ruining,  by  fabrication^  the  'characters  of  the  moft 
virtuous  patriots.  The  obvious  facility  of  purloin- 
ing, or  forging  papers,  which  might  affect  the  king'.-} 

trial, 
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Cn.  IX.  trial,  excited,  however,  no  animadverfion,-  and  tfce 
^~iy^  documents  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  twelve. 

In  a  fhort  period,  the  fuccefs  of  the  armies,  the 

fanguinary  petitions  daily  prefented,   the  pamphlets 

which  overflowed  the  metropolis,  and  the  pafiivenefs 

of  the  people  in  bearing  the  infults  and  injuries  offered 

to  the  royal  family,  emboldened  the  regicides 

"  to  retract  their  former  meafure  of  delay ;  and 

it  was  decreed,  on  the  motion  of  Legendre,  that  all 

the  fpeeches  intended  to  be  delivered,  mould  be  laid 

on  the  table  and  printed,  but  the  queftion  on  the 

king's  trial  mould  be  decided  on  the  4th  of  December. 

Thefe  refolutions    were   reinforced  by  a  moft 

2d. 

fanguinary  petition  of  the  revolutionary  muni- 
cipality of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  which  had  been  annul- 
led by  the  convention,  and  who  delivered  this 
ferocious  fcroll  as  their  laft  corporate  aft. 
Before  the  day  arrived  for  deciding  on  the  report 
of  the  committee,  Robefpierre  attempted  to  convince 
the  legiflature  that  a  trial  was  unneceffary,  and  moved 
for  a  decree  proclaiming  the  king  a  traitor  to  the 
nation,  an  offender  againft  human  nature,  and  ordain- 
ing his  being  made  a  great  example  to  the  world  on 
the  very  fpot  where,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  the  brave 
martyrs  of  liberty  were  facrificed.  His  motion  was 
fuperfeded  in  favour  of  one  by  Petion,  that  Louis 
XVI.  mould  be  brought  to  trial  before  the  convention ; 
and  feveral  fubfequent  proportions  were  made,  in- 
tended rather  as  trials  of  ftrength  between  the  parties, 

than 
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than  as  ferioufly  affecting   the  proceedings  on  this  CH.  IX. 
remarkable  procefs,  in  which  it  was  refolved  that  the 
convention  fhould  be  employed  every  day  from  noon 
till  ten  o'clock. 

In  confequence  of  the  determination  to 
fubject  the  king  to  forms  of  trial,  recourfe 
was  had  to  the  iron  clofet  for  documents  j    and  from 
thefe  a  felection  was  made  of  fome  papers  refpecting 
the  negotiation  with  Mirabeau,  fome  expences  by  La 
Porte  from  the  civil  lift,  and  an  expreflion  in  a  draught 
of  a  letter  by  the  king,  from  which  it  was  hoped  to 
extract  more  plaufible  grounds  of  accufation  than  the 
report  of  Valaze  could  fupply.    When  the  committee 
of  twelve  had  made  their  new  report  on  thefe  papers, 
a  committee  of  twenty-one  was  appointed  to  draw  up 
an  act  of  accufation,  which  was  to  be  difcufled  in  the 
convention  on  the  loth,  and  Louis  to  appear  th§  next 
day  to  anfwer  interrogatories  j'  he  was  to  have  a  copy 
of  his  act  of  accufation,  and  a  fight  of  the  documents, 
and  in  two  days  to  be  finally  heard.     Each  member 
was  to  give  his  vote  from  the  tribune. 

All  thefe  proceedings  were  kept  ftudioufly  concealed 
from  the  king,  though  Clery  by  feveral  ingenious 
devices  contrived  to  let  him  fee  the  journals,  and  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  general  tenor  of  the 
projects  againft  him.  The  new  commune  of  Paris 
thought  proper  to  (hew  their  patriotifm  by  an  infulting 
fuggeftion  that  Louis  might  probably  terminate  his 
days  by  fuicide,  and  therefore  refolved  that  the  royal 

VOL.  i.  Y  family 
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CH.  IX.  family  fhould  be  deprived  of  all  cutting,  bruifmg,  and 
piercing  inftruments,  their  attendants  fearched,  and 
their  victuals  tafted;  a  decree  which  was  inforced 
with  difgufting  harfhnefs,  and  as  it  appears  for  mere 
purpofes  of  infult,  fmce  the  royal  family  had  knives 
and  forks  at  meals,  and  the  king  was  allowed  razors 
to  fhave  himfelf. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  king's  appear- 
llthDec. 

ance  in  the  convention,  he  was  alarmed  at 

eight  o'clock  by  the  beating  of  a  drum,  a  circumflance 
refpecting  which  he  could  gain  no  intelligence  from 
the  commiflioner  on  duty,  whofe  ftudied  filence  aug- 
mented his  anxiety.  He  was  at  length  informed  that 
the  mayor  would  pay  him  a  vifit,  but  could  not  fpeak 
to  him  in  the  prefence  of  his  fon  ;  and  the  child  was 
confequemly  fent  into  his  mother's  apartment.  The 
king  fat  in  folitude  and  gloomy  meditation  two  hours 
before  the  new  mayor  *  made  his  appearance,  attend- 
ed by  Chaumette  and  Collumbeau,  procureur  and 
fecretary  of  the  commune,  feveral  municipal  officers, 
and  Santerre  with  his  aid -de-camps.  The  mayor  faid 
they  were  come  to  convey  him  to  the  convention,  in 
purfuance  of  a  decree  which  was  read  by  the  fecretary, 
ftating  that  Louis  Capet  mould  be  brought  to  the  bar. 
The  king  protefted  againfl  the  form  and  effect  of  this 
proceeding.  "  Capet"  he  faid,  "  is  not  my  name,  but 
that  of  one  of  my  anceftors.  I  could  have  wilhed,  fir, 

*  Chambon,  a  phyfician. 

that 
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that  the  commiflioners  had  left  my  fon  with  me  during  CH.  IX. 
the  two  hours  I  have  paffed  in  waiting  for  you  ;  but       J 
this   treatment   is  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  I  have  ex- 
perienced here  for  four  months  paft.     I  am  ready  to 
follow  you,  not  in  obedience  to  the  convention,  but 
becaufe  my  enemies  have  the  power  in  their  hands." 

In  eroding  the  cou  t,  nothing  but  ftrange  objects 
prefented  themfelves  to  the  eyes  of  Louis.  The 
uniform  of  the  t  oops  was  new  in  its  fafhion ;  and  no 
countenance  difplayed  the  flighted  ma^k  of  refpeft  or 
commiferation.  He  rode  in  Chambon's  coach.  'I  he 
proceflion  began  with  three  field-pieces,  attended  by 
two  ammunition  waggons,  and  efcor.edby  a  corps  of 
fufileers  ;  for ty -eight  horfe,  perfectly  failed  in  man<zu- 
wing,  formed  the  avant-guard.  Six  hundred  foot, 
armed  with  firelocks,  each  of  them  provided  with 
fixteen  rounds  of  cartridges,  and  perfectly  jkilful  in 
manoeuvring,  formed  a  line  of  three  deep  on  each  fide 
of  the  coach.  The  cavalry  from  the  Ecole  Militaire 
fo lined  the  rear-guard,  and  the  proceflion  was 'clofed 
by  three  field-pieces,  attended  by  one  ammunition 
waggon,  and  efcorted,  like  thofe  in  the  van,  by  a 
corps  of  fufileers.  Nor  were  thefe  the  only  precau- 
tions taken :  the  executive  council,  and  the  council- 
general  of  the  commune,  were  in  a  ftate  of  permanent 
activity.  Troops  were  pofted  in  various  parts  of  the 
capital;  patroles  paraded  the  ftreets,  and  all  the  na- 
tional guards  in  the  department  were  put  in  a  ftate  of 

Y  2,  requiiition. 
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IX.  requifition.     During  their  progrefs,  the  whole  party 
maintained  profound  filence. 

Meanwhile  the  convention  were  engaged  in  alter- 
,  ing  the  interrogatories,  adopting  new  ones,  and 
deciding  the  line  of  conduct  they  were  to  obferve  on 
the  king's  appearance.  Barrere,  the  prefident,  re- 
commended filence ;  and  Legendre  enforced  the 
obfervation  by  faying,  "  Guilt  muft  be  appalled  by 
the  filence  of  the  tombs." 

At  length  Santerre  announced  his  arrival ;  and  the 
king  entered,  not  only  without  perturbation,  but 
with  majeflic  dignity.  He  caft  his  eye  around  the 
hall,  with  a  look  equally  remote  from  fear  and  from 
contempt  of  the  tribunal  before  which  he  was  thus 
illegally  cited.  On  him  all  eyes  were  fixed :  his  fea- 
tures, clodded  by  misfortune,  had  loft  none  of  their 
majefty  ;  but  his  appearance  was  inexpreflibly  vener- 
able. He  feated  himfelf  in  an  arm-chair  provided 
for  the  purpofe. 

Barrere  then  informed  the  king  of  the  accufation 
againft  him,  to  which  he  made  no  reply.  Mailhe 
read  the  act  of  accufation,  and  without  prefenting  to 
him  a  copy  of  this  long  defultory  compoiition,  even 
to  refrefh  his  memory  by  a  curfory  perufal  or  affift 
his  judgment  by  a  hafty  comparifon  of  its  various 
parts  with  the  pretended  facts  on  which  it  was  found- 
ed ;  without  a  moment  allowed  for  preparation  or 
reflection  ;  the  king  was  interrogated  on  the  various 
charges,  article  by  article.  The  interrogatory,  not- 

withftanding 
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withftanding  its  apparent  rudenefs  and  want  of  me-  CH..IX. 
thod,  was  a  work  of  the  moft  fubtle  malice.  The 
queftions  fometimes  afiumed  an  extraordinary  latitude, 
fometimes  were  diflinguifhed  by  a  laborious  minute- 
nefs ;  they  fometimes  imputed  to  the  king  the  moft 
flagrant  tyranny,  and  at  others  the  moft  refined  and 
cautious  hypocrify.  The  form  which  had  been  pre- 
pared appearing  occafionally  deficient,  the  committee 
framed  new  queftions,  put  them  in  writing,  and  de- 
livered them  to  the  prefident.  The  king  anfwered 
with  the  utmoft  precifion  and  promptitude.  He  never 
loft  his  compofure,  except  when  the  prefident  accuf- 
ed  him  of  having  diftributed  money  to  the  poor  labourers 
in  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring 
popularity  and  en/laving  the  nation.  The  perverfion  of 
his  very  benevolence  into  a  crime  mocked  the  mo- 
narch, and  deprived  him  of  utterance ;  and  he  fhed  a 
few  tears.  Confcious  integrity  foon  reftored  his  calm- 
nefs ;  and  he  replied,  "  I  knew  no  pleafure  equal  to 
that  of  relieving  want :  there  was  nothing  in  that  which 
•  indicated a  plot."  To  the  interrogatory  accufing  him 
of  having  caufed  blood  to  be  fhed  on  the  i  oth  of 
Auguft,  he  anfwered  with  much  animation,  and  a 
marked  emphafis,  "  No,  fir !  it  was  not  I."  When 
the  examination  was  ended,  the  prefident  afked, 
"  Louis,  have  you  any  thing  more  to  add  ?"  "  I  de- 
mand," faid  the  king,  "  a  copy  of  the  aft  of  ac- 
cufation,  and  the  communication  of  the  papers  on 

which 
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^CH.  IX.  which  it  is'  founded ;  and  that  I  may  have  counfel 
1792.  to  manage  my  defence.1' 

Valaze  then  took  his  place  near  the  king,  with  the 
papers  on  which  the  ad  of  accufation  was  founded  ; 
and  reading  the  tide  put  on  each  by  the  com  •'  ittee, 
afked  Louis  if  he  avowed  them ;  but  he  difclaimed 
the  greater  part.  The  examination  being  ended,  the 
prefident  permitted  him  to  retire  at  fix  o'clock 
in  the  evening  into  the  Chambre  des  Conferences  *. 
The  fatigue  of  his  examination,  the  agitation  of  his 
mind,  and  the  length  of  his  faft,  then  overcame  him. 
"  Give  me  a  bit  of  bread,'*  faid  the  fainting  monarch, 
"  for  I  have  eaten  nothing  all  day." 

The  king  was  carried  back  to  the  Temple  in  the 
fame  coach,  and  with  the  fame  attendants  who  had 
accompanied  him  to  the  convention.  The  crowd  ex- 
claimed, "  Vive  la  republique!"  and  fome  few  "  A  la 
guillotine -t"  but,  on  the  whole,  they  were  much  more 

*  The  king's  appearance  in  the  convention,  the  dignified  refigna- 
tion  of  his  manner,  and  the  admirable  promptitude  of  his  anfwers, 
made  fuch  an  evident  impreffion  on  fome  of  the  audience  in  the  gal- 
leries, that  a  determined  enemy  of  royalty,  who  had  his  eye  upon 
them,  declared  he  was  afraid  of  hearing  the  cry  of  "  Vive  le 
rot*  iffue  from  the  tribunes ;  and  added,  that  if  the  king  had  re- 
mained a  few  minutes  longer  in  their  fight,  he  was  convinced  it 
would  have  happened.  When  he  uttered  the  interefting  expreffion 
of  his  happinefs  in  relieving  the  people,  one  of  the  women  in  the 
gallery,  who,  like  many  others,  came  to  execrate  the  monarch, 
was  fo  affected,  that  (he  fobbed  out,  in  a  doleful  voice,  "  Ah  !  my 
God !  how  he  makes  me  cry  !" 

tranquil 
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tranquil  than  accorded  with  the  wiflies  of  thofe  who  CH.  IX. 
had  been  fo  active  in  inflaming  them.     In  the  way,    1792. 
the  anxiety  natural  to  his  fituation  induced  the  king 
to  afk  Chaumette,  if  he  thought  counfel  would  be  al- 
lowed him.     The  brutal  procureur  anfwered,  "  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  conduct  him  to  and  from  the  aflem- 
bly,  and  not  to  anfwer  queftions."     Chambon,  with 
more  humanity,  promifed  the  king  early  information, 
and  encouraged  him  to  hope  that  his   requefl  would 
not  be  refufed. 

On  his  return  the  unfortunate  monarch  learnt  that 
a  refolution  was  taken  to  feparate  him  from  his  family. 
This  meafure  had  been  frequently  urged  in  moil  in- 
decent language,  by  the  demagogues,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  his  dethronement;  but  it  was  now  inhumanly 
carried,  at  a  period  when  no  advantage  could  be  pro- 
pofed  but  that  of  embittering  his  final  hours.  The 
queen  and  princefs  Elizabefh  had  been  apprifed  of  the 
intention  of  the  legiflature,  by  the  active  fidelity  of 
Clery,  and  bore  the  event  with  dignified  refignation ; 
the  king  fimilarly  acquiefced,  after  fome  unavailing 
efforts  to  fee  his  fon. 

After  the  departure  of  Louis  from  the  convention, 
a  tumultuous  debate  took  place  on  his  demands  re- 
fpefting  his  defence.  The  Mountain,  at  firft,  infifled 
that  he  mould  have  no  counfel  j  afterwards  wanted  to 
confine  him  to  one  ;  but  at  length  it  was  decided,  that 
advocates  mould  be  allowed,  without  limiting  the 
number,  and  that  four  members  of  the  convention 

fliould 
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CH.  IX.  fhould  convey  the  information.     To  deter  and  intimi- 

1792.  date  men  from  undertaking  this  unpopular 

caufe,  it  was  propofed  by  the  commune  that 

they  fhould  be  ftripped,  fcrupuloufly  fearched,  and 

compelled  to  take  an  oath  never  to  difcover  any  thing 

which  came  to  their  knowledge  in  the  Temple  ;  but 

this  decree,  though  fupported  with  all  the  influence 

of  Robefpierre  and  his  faction,  was  rejected- 

The  king,  being  informed  that  the  convention 
allowed  him  counfel,  named  Tronchet  and  Target. 
Tronchet  accepted  the  office  ;  but  Target,  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  refufed, 
on  pretence  of  age.  M~.  Lamoignon  de  Malefherbes, 
though  upwards  of  feventy  years  old,  was  not  deterred 
either  by  decrepitude  or  danger  ;  he  offered  his  fer- 
vices,  which  were  gratefully  accepted,  and,  together 
•with  Tronchet,  prepared  to  execute  his  arduous  un- 
dertaking. The  honour  of  this  voluntary  offering  was 
riot  confined  to  Malefherbes  ;  feveral  other  perfons, 
both  in  Paris  and  in  the  provinces,  tendered  their 
affiftance  *. 

Several  French  gentlemen,  whom  the  revolution 

*  The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  volunteer  advocates  was  Olym- 
pia  Degouges,  ftyling  herfelf,  in  her  letter  to  the  convention  >  a  free 
and  loyal  republican  without  fpot  or  blame.  The  cool  and  felfifli 
fpirit  of  Target,  (he  faid,  had  inflamed  her  heroifm,  and  roufed 
her  fenfibility,  and  (he  requefted  to  aflift  M.  de  Malefherbes  in  pre- 
paring the  king's  defence.  The  aflembly  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  She  was  guillotined  ad  Nov.  1 793,  as  a  confpirator,  and  for 
having  written  againft  Jlobefpierre. 

had 
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had  driven  from  their  country,  endeavoured  in  this^"-^ 
crifis  to  render  fervices  to  their  fovereign,  but  in  vain.    1792. 
In  this  honourable  lift  are  included  the  names  of  Lally 
Tolendal,  Cazales,  Mounier,    Narbonne,  Bertrand, 
De  Graves,  DC  Bouille,  and  Necker. 

When  Malefherbes  and  Tronchet  were 

uth  Dec. 
admitted  to  the  king,  they  were  iurpnfed 

to  find  that  none  of  the  papers  referring  to  the  aft 
of  accufation  were  delivered.  The  convention  had, 
with  much  difficulty,  afforded  him  time  till  the  26th 
of  December  for  preparing  his  defence;  and  thefe 
precious  moments  were  in  danger  of  being  loft 
through  perverfenefs  or  barbarous  delay.  The  pa- 
pers being  at  length  delivered,  and  M.  de  Seze  added 
to  MM.  Malefherbes  and  Tronchet,  their  united 
and  unremitting  exertions  completed  the  defence ; 
which  Louis  only  altered  by  expunging  every  ex- 
preflion  relating  to  his  virtues  or  appealing  to  the 
commiferation  of  the  public. 

The  king  fpent  Chriftmas-day  in  religious 
exercife,  and   in   writing  his  will.     In  this 
exquifitely  pathetic  and  truly  Chriftian  compofition, 
the  fentiments,  difpofition,  and  frame  of  mind,  of  the 
royal  author  are  exhibited  without  affectation  ;  and 
mew   him   in  a  light  fo  amiable,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  truly  venerable,  that   it  can   never   be   fe- 
rioufly  perufed  without  leaving  the  mind  of  the  read- 
-er  ftrongly  impreffed  with  affe&ion  for  the  mildnefs 
of  his  character,  refpeft  for  the  folidity  of  his  under-/ 

(landing, 


320  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  IX.  {landing,  and  indignation  againfl  thofe  furious  blood- 
ounds  who  hunted  to  death  fo  good  and  fo  bene- 
volent a  prince. 

His  perfecutors  in  the  convention  and  the 

26; 

commune  made  no  fecret  of  their  determina- 
tion to  condemn  him,  even  before  his  defence  was 
heard  ;  and  Chaumette  and  Santerre  proclaimed  their 
reluctance  to  degrade  the  majefty  of  the  people  by 
attending  him  to  the  convention,  and  pretended  to 
entertain  fears,  that  if  acquitted  he  would  be  .aflaf- 
linated  in  his  return.  The  municipal  officers  did, 
however,  convey  him  as  before,  and  he  converted 
during  the  journey  with  eafe  and  condefcenfion  on 
topics  of  literature. 

The  convention  had  ordained,  that  no  perfon 
mould,  be  admitted  to  the  galleries  till  a  certain  hour 
•in  the  morning,  but  the  mob  took  pofleflion  the  pre- 
ceding evening ;  Manuel  moving  to  enforce  the  de- 
cree, was  hooted,  and  the  convention  pafled  to  the 
order  of  the  day.  Befides  thofe  in  the  galleries,  a 
crowd  befet  the  paffages ;  and  groupes  in  the  ftreets 
furrounded,  infulted,  and  threatened,  thofe  Deputies 
who  were  fuppofed  to  favour  the  king. 

-  In  the  Chambre  des  Conferences  Louis  met  his  coun- 
fcl.  General  Berruyer  announced  his  arrival,  and  he 
was  introduced  in  the  following  order :  Berruyer  and 
Santerre  walked  firft,  the  mayor  of  Paris  and  the  pro- 
cureur  after  them,  and  laft  the  king,  between  Malef- 
herbes  and  Tronchet,  and  attended  by  De  Seze.  The 

prefident 
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president  faid,  "  Louis,  the  convention  has  decreed  CH.  IX. 
that  you  fhall  be  finally  heard  this  day.*'  The  king 
anfwered,  "  M.  de  Seze,  one  of  my  counfel,  will 
read  my  defence."  The  advocate  then  afcended  the 
tribune,  and  read  the  defence  without  interruption, 
except  fome  few  paufes  which  the  length  rendered 
neceflary.  While  he  was  fpeaking  the  king  preferved 
his  wonted  tranquillity ;  and  when  he  paufed,  fpoke 
with  a  fmiling  countenance  to  Malemerbejs  and 
Tronchet. 

It  would  be  vain  to  offer  an  analyfis  of  this  addrefs, 
without  reviewing  at  length  the  a&s  of  the  life  of 
Louis,  on  which  the  accufations  were  founded,  its 
general  character  is  given  by  Segur  *,  hvterms  at  once 
difcriminate  and  juft  :  '  Ic  was  noble,  convincing, 
and  methodical ;  it  oppofed  truth  to  calumnies,  fa&s 
to  fuppofitions,  and  reafon  to  flander.  It  left  no  doubt 
unfatisfied,  no  reproach  unrefuted.  This  luminous 
difcourfe  difpelled  by  its  perfpicuoufnefs  all  the  {hades 
which  party  fpirit  endeavoured  to  extend  over  the 
eyes  of  a  fanatical  multitude.  If  to  convince  rea- 
foning  minds  alone  had  been  the  object,  the  fpeech 
would  have  undoubtedly  accomplifhed  it  j  but  it  was 
neceflary  to  combat  paffions,  and  perhaps  the  arms 
of  pathetic  eloquence  mould  have  been  joined  to  the 
prefling  arguments  of  logic." 

.    When  De  Seze  had   finimed,  the  king   arifing, 
calmly  and    with  a  firm  voice    read  the  following 

*  Hiftoire  du  Rcgne  de  Frederic-Guillaumc  II.  vol.  1IJ.  p.  1 2. 

words  ^ 
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CH.  IX.  words :  "  Citizens,  you  have  heard  my  defence ;  I 
1792.  now  fpeak  to  you  perhaps  for  the  lad  time,  and  de- 
clare that  my  confcience  reproaches  me  with  nothing  ; 
and  that  my  counfel  have  aflerted  nothing  but  the 
truth.  I  never  was  afraid  of  having  my  conduct  pub- 
licly inveftigated,  but  I  am  mofl  fenfibly  afflicted  to 
find,  in  the  aft  of  accufation,  a  charge  that  I  de- 
fired  to  med  the  blood  of  the  people,  and  particular- 
ly that  I  occafioned  the  misfortunes  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft.  I  confefs,  that  the  numerous  inftances  I 
have  given,  on  every  occafion,  of  my  love  for  the 
people,  and  the  manner  in  which  I  have  conducted 
myfelf,  appeared  to  me  fully  fufficient  to  prove  how 
little  I  feared  expofing  my  own  fafety,  in  order  to 
avoid  bloodfhed,  and  to  have  effectually  prevented 
fuch  an  imputation."  After  fome  flight  interrogato- 
ries Louis  was  again  permitted  to  retire;  and  was  con- 
ducted to  his  prifon  amid  the  infults  of  the  rabble,  and 
the  rude  brutalities  of  the  municipal  officers. 

On  the  king's  departure,  Manuel  propofed  to  ad- 
journ for  three  days,  to  print  the  defence,,  and  fend 
it  to  the  departments.  The  Mountain  urged  that  in- 
flant  judgment  mould  be  pronounced,  difplaying  out- 
rageous violence,  and  infulting  the  prefident :  but, 
after  much  tumultuous  altercation,  it  was  decreed 
that  every  member  mould  deliver  his  opinion  from 
the  tribune  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  appel  nomi- 
nal * ;  and  the  convention,  difcontinuing  all  other 

*  The  appel  nominal  was  a  calling  over  of  the  names  of  the  de. 
puties }  each  one  to  give  his  vote  at  the  time  of  anfvvering. 

bufinefs, 
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bufinefs,  occupy  itfelf  folely  on  this  trial.  The  Jaco-  Cir.  IX. 
bin  club  heard  of  this  delay  with  indignation  :  they  ex- 
pelled  Manuel,  and  the  prefident  furioufly  exclaimed, 
"  I  declare  myfelf  in  a  flate  of  infurredion  ;  I  will 
afiafTmate  the  firft  Rolandift,  Briffotine,  Feuillant, 
or  Girondift,  I  meet."  Under  the  influence  of  this 
blood-thirfty  faction,  the  decree  for  hearing  the  opi- 
nion of  every  member  was  repealed  ;  and  thofe  who 
had  compofed  difcourfes  were  ordered  to  lay  them  on 
the  table  to  be  printed.  All  the  refources  of  art  and 
violence  were  exerted  to  impel  fentence  and  execu- 
tion, and  to  inflame  the  populace  againft  the  king  : 
fanguinary  petitions  demanded  his  head;  30th__  31ft 
and  a  proceffion  was  made  of  all  the  difeafed  Decem. 
and  wounded  people  from  the  hofpitals,  who  were  ex- 
hibited as  patriots  wounded  on  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
and  came  to  the  bar  of  the  convention  claiming 
vengeance  on  the  tyrant. 

The  form  and  arrangement  of  the  queftions 
to  be  decided  occupied  a  whole  day.     They 


were  in  fubftance  :  ift.  Is  Louis  guilty  or 
not  ?  2d.  Shall  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced  be 
fubmitted  to  the  people  in  primary  afiemblies  ?  3d. 
What  punifhment  has  he  incurred  ?  Thefe  propofitions 
were  thus  fubtilly  arranged,  to  make  the  king's  execu- 
tion more  certain.  The  queftions  were  legiflative,  as 
well  as  jurifprudential  ;  and,  by  a  prepolterous  perver- 
fion  of  juftice,  guilt  was  to  be  declared,  and  then  a 
law  made,  eftablifhing  for  a  fmgle  criminal  a  peculiar 

punitliment. 
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CH.  IX.  punifhment.  According  to  the  rules  of  reafon,  the 
firft  queftion 'mould  have  been  placed  lafl ;  becaufe  till 
the  right  of  appeal  and  extent  of  the  fentence  were 
ascertained,  no  judgment  fllould  be  pronounced4 
Had  the  fecond  and  third  queftions  changed  places, 
many  who  voted  againft  the  appeal,  not  approving  it 
on  general  grounds,  would  have  favoured  it  as  the 
only  means  of  faving  the  king's  life  ;  and  many  who 
entertained  hopes  that  fentence  of  death  would  not  be 
pronounced  by  the  convention,  thought  it  abfurd  as 
well  as  dangerous  to  refer  to  the  people  a  lefs  rigorous 
judgment. 

On  the  firft  appel  nominal,  there  was  a  ge- 
15th  Jan.  ' 

neral  affirmative,  or  verdict  or  Guilty.     On 

the  fecond,  which  was  put  to  the  vote  the  fame  day,  the 
divifion  was :  for  the  affirmative,  283  ;  for  the  nega- 
tive, 424— majority  againft  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
141. 

The  third  appel  nominal  lafted  two  days, 
16th  and  17th. 

became  almolt  every  member  accompa- 
nied his  vote  with  fome  reafon  or  reflection.  The 
number  of  murages  was  reduced  by  death,  abfence, 
and  refufals  to  vote,  to  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  :  thirty-four  gave  their  opinions  for  death,  with 
various  reftri£tions ;  two  for  imprifonment  in  chains ; 
and  three  hundred  and  nineteen  for  confinement  or  ba- 
nifhment :— total,  355.  The  number  of  votes  for 
death  abfolutely  was  366. — Majority,  u.  The  pre- 
fident,  Vergniaud,  after  enumerating  the  fufirages, 

faid, 
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faid,  "  The  punifhinent  pronounced  againfl  Louis  is  CH.  IX. 
DEATH  *." 

This  inconfiderable  majority  was  the  produce  of 
intreaty,  terror,  and  violence.  Grangeneuve  and 
Kerve"legan  gave  evidence  of  thefe  fa&s  j  dating,  that 
members  were  flopped  and  furrounded  by  bodies  of 
the  lowed  clafs  of  the  people,  who  put  piftols  to  their 
heads,  threatening  to  facrifice  them  if  they  did  not 
vote  for  the  death  of  the  king. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  this  fonguinary  tranfaclion, 
nothing  created  greater  furprife  and  horror  than  the 
conduct  of  Egalite.  This  deluded  and  wicked 
wretch,  it  is  faid,  intended'  to  have  abftained  from 
voting,  but  Robefpierre  gained  his  fuffrage  and  intereil 
by  means  of  terror.  When  on  the  firft  queftion  he 
pronounced  the  affirmative,  a  general  murmur  per- 
vaded the  convention  ;  his  vote  againft  the  appeal  to 
the  people  was  received  with  fimilar  indications  of  fur- 
prife, and  his  opinion  on  the  third  qtieftion  was  await- 
ed  with  curiofity  and  impatience.  From  the  tribune 
he  deliberately  pronounced  thefe  words  :  "  Influenc- 
ed by  no  confideration  but  that  of  performing  my 
duty  j  convinced  that  all  who  have  confpired  or  who 
mall  hereafter  confpire  againft  the  fovereignty  of  the 
people  deferve  death  ;  I  VOTE  FOR  DEATH."  The 
aflembly  was  in  a  general  ferment ;  one  member 
darting  from  his  feat,  and  ftriking  his  hands  toge- 

*  Vergniaud,  after  pronouncing  this  fentence,  paffed  the  whole 
night  in  tears,  and  feemtd  quite  in  a  ftate  of  defpair. 

ther, 
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CH.  IX.  ther,  exclaimed  "Ah,  le  feeler  at !"  Many  repeated 
3793.  that  expreflion,  and  "  Oh,  Vhorreur  !  0£,  le  monftre  /" 
The  king  alone  felt  pity  for  the  degraded  ftate  of  his 
worthlefs  perfecutor :  "  I  do  not  know,"  he  faid, 
"  what  I  have  done  to  my  coufm  to  make  him  be- 
have to  me  in  the  manner  he  has ;  but  he  is  to  be 
pitied.  He  is  ftill  more  unfortunate  than  I  am.  I 
certainly  would  not  change  conditions  with  him." 

When  fentence  had  been  pronounced,  the  king's 
advocates  were  admitted.  De  Seze,  after  a  fliort  ex- 
ordium, read  a  letter  from  Louis ;  in  which  he  dif- 
claimed  the  guilt  imputed  to  him  by  the  fentence, 
and  appealed  to  the  nation  at  large.  The  three  coun- 
fel  enforced  the  contents  of  the  paper,  by  obferva- 
tions  on  the  illegality,  violence,  and  cruelty  of  the 
fentence  ;  but  the  convention  pafied  to  the  order  of 
the  day. 

A  motion  for  a  refpite  was  argued 
18th  and  l<)th.      .  ,  ,    .  ° 

with  great  warmth,  but  decided  in  the 

negative  by  a  majority  of  feventy  *;  and  the  legiflatur* 
ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the  decree  pronounc- 
ing fentence  of  death  againft  Louis  fhould 
be  notified  to  him  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day  by 
the  executive  council,  and  executed  within  twenty- 
four  hours  afterwards  :  he  was  to  communicate  freely 
with  his  family,  and  to  have  with  him  fuch  priefts  as 
he  might  defire  in  his  laft  moments.,    Garat, 
the  minifter  of  juftice,  attending  with  the  de- 

*  Three  hundred  and  eighty  to  three  hundred  and  ten. 

cree, 
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tree,  accofted  the  king  in  a  faultering  voice :  CH.  IX. 
"  Louis,"  he  faid,  "  the  executive  council  is  ordered  ^jjaiL 
to  difclofe  to  you  the  decree  which  the  convention 
pafled  laft  night."  The  fecretary  then  read  the  de- 
cree. At  the  words,  confplred  again/I  the  general fafety 
of  the  nation,  the  king  appeared  (hocked  j  but  he 
heard  the  reft,  including  his  fentence,  with  unalter- 
able calmnefs.  He  delivered  a  paper,  requiring  a  de- 
lay of  three  days  to  prepare  for  appearing  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God ;  to  fee,  in  private,  his  confeffor  M. 
Edgeworth  de  Firmont  j  to  be  freed  from  the  unceaf- 
ing  watchfulnefs  of  the  commune ;  to  communicate 
in  private  with  his  family,  whom  he  required  the  con- 
vention to  permit  to  retire  whitherfoever  they  pleafed. 
He  recommended  to  the  nation  the  perfons  attached 
to  him,  many  of  whom  had  no  means  of  fubfiftence 
but  the  penfions  he  allowed ;  and  thofe  individuals 
who  had  expended  their  whole  fortunes  in  procuring 
fituations  about  him  *. 

Several 

*  The  following  account  of  this  interview  is  given  in  the  vrords 
of  the  incendiary  Hebert,  author  of  Le  Pere  Duchcfhe,  and 'deputy 
procurcur  de  la  commune,  who  accompanied  Garat  on  this  occafion.- 
*f  I  was  deftrous  to  be  included  among  thofe  who  were  prefent  at 
reading  the  fentence  of  death  againft  Louis.  He  liftened  with  un- 
common fangfroid.  When  the  reading  was  over,  he  demanded 
accefs  to  his  famity  j  a  confeflbr ;  in  fhort,  every  thing  which  could 
afford  him  confolation  in  his  laft  moments.  His  geftures  and  hi* 
words  were  fo  replete  with  grace,  dignity,  noblenefs,  and  greatnefs, 
that  I  could  not  refift  them  Tears  of  rage  moiftened  my  eye-lid*. 

VOL.  i.  a  There 
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.CH.  IX.      Several  of  thefe  requefts  were  anticipated  by  the 

lyc^    decree  of  the  preceding  fitting ;  on  the  remainder  the 

convention  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day.     With  re- 

fpect  to  the  royal  family,  they  anfwered,  "  That  the 

nation,  great  in  its  beneficence^  as  rigorous  in  its  jiiftice, 

V      would  provide  for  them  a  fuitable  fate."     ^he  king, 

when  informed  his  requeft  of  delay  was  refufed,  fhel- 

tered  himfelf  in  patience. 

M.  Edgeworth  was  conveyed  to  the  Temple  in  Ga- 
rat's  carriage,  but  not  permitted  to  appear  in  prieft's 
veflments;  he  was  infulted  by  the  commiflioners, 
who  examined  his  friuff-box,  left  it  mould  contain 
poifon,  and  his  pencil-cafe,  as  it  might  conceal  a  ftil- 
letto.  After  paffing  through  this  ordeal,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  afcend  the  flairs,  through  knots  of  guards, 
who  were  drunk,  fwearing,  and  finging.  The  king 
received  him  with  affection  ;  and  having  read  his  will 
twice  over,  and  declared  his  forgivenefs  of  all  his  ene- 
mies, particularly  the  duke  of  Orleans,  prepared  to 
receive  his  family. 

This  interview  was  not  arranged  without  difficulty  j 
i 

There  was  in  his  look,  and  in  his  manner,  fomething  evidently  fit- 
pernatural.  I  retired,  ftriving  to  reftrain  the  tears  which  flowed  in 
fpite  of  me ;  and  refolved  that  Ihould  be  my  laft  minifterial  aft 
about  him.1'  This  account  from  fuch  a  man  as  Hebert,  furpaffes 
any  eulogium  that  art,  ftudy,  or  even  fenfibility,  could  di&ate.  It 
Uluftrates  the  obfervation  of  Boileau  : 


"  II  me  femble  en  lui  voir  le  diable, 
Que  Dieu  force  a  louer  les  faints.'1 


the 
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the  commiflioners  of  the  commune,  whofe  brutality  CH.  IX. 
feemed  to  increafe  as  the  life  of  their  vi&im  drew  to- 
wards  a  clofe,  infifted  on  a  literal  execution  of  their 
orders,  not  to  lofe  fight  of  Louis  for  a  moment,  while 
Garat  declared  the  intention  of  the  legiflature  to  be, 
that  he  fhould  fee  his  family  in  private:  a  compro- 
inife  was  at  length  effected,  by  afligning  the  dining- 
room  as  the  place  of  meeting ;  it  had  a  glafs  door, 
which  being  (hut,  the  commiflioners  could  fee  through 
it  without  hearing.  At  half  paft  eight  o'clock,  the 
queen,  dauphin,  madame  Royale,  and  madame  Eli- 
zabeth, rumed  into  his  arms.  Their  converfatiori, 
which  lafted  an  hour  and  three  quarters,  was  not 
heard ;  but  it  was  obferved,  that  after  each  fentence 
pronounced  by  the  king,  the  fobs  of  the  princefles 
were  renewed,  from  which  it  was  inferred,  that  he 
himfelf  informed  them  of  the  fentence.  Louis  him- 
felf  rofe  firft  to  end  the  interview ;  he  promifed  an- 
other  meeting  at  feven  the  next  morning,  but  madame 
Royale  fainted  at  his  feet,  and  he  tore  himfelf  with 
difficulty  from  their  ardent  embraces. 

The  king  paffed  the  mort  remainder  of  his  time  in 
pious  converfadon  with  Edgeworth,  who  folicited  from 
the  commune  the  neceflaries  for  adminiftering  the 
holy  communion.  "  There  are  examples,"  faidone 
of  the  commiflioners,  "  of  piiefts  who  have  mixed 
poifon  with  the  hoft."  Supprefling  his  indignation 
at  this  reflection,  Edgeworth  calmly  replied,  "  I  have 

z  a  been 
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CH.  IX.  been  fufficiently  fearched  to  fatisfy  you,  but,  to  ob- 
viate  all  doubts,  you  yourfelves  may  furnifli  me  with 
the  hoft."  The  council,  after  deliberating,  agreed 
to  the  requeft,  on  condition  that  the  prieft  (hould 
write  and  fign  his  demand ;  and  that  the  ceremony 
mould  conclude  before  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  king  having  thanked  God  for  this  lafl  indulgence, 
and  fupped  with  his  confeflbr,  retired  to  bed,  and 
flept  the  fleep  of  innocence. 

At  five  o'clock  he  was  awaked,  according 
to  his  requeft,  and  received  the  facrament ; 
he  made  up  a  fmall  packet  of  affectionate  memorials 
for  his  family,  which  he  delivered  to  Clery,  and  then 
awaited  with  compofure  the  arrival  of  the  officers  who 
were  to  convey  him  to  the  place  of  execution.  He 
requefted,  in  vain,  a  pair  of  fciffars,  that  Clery  might 
cut  off  his  hair ;  and  even  in  thefe  laft  moments,  the 
commiffioners  could  not  reftrain  their  difpofidon  to 
brutal  infult.  Edgeworth  having  exprefled  a  refolution 
to  accompany  him  to  the  laft,  the  king  retired  into  a 
clofet  to  receive  his  final  benedictions,  and  then  re- 
turning into  the  room  where  Santerre  waited  for  him, 
pronounced,  with  a  firm  voice,  the  word  Marcbons. 
Two  commiffioners,  two  conftitutional  priefts,  and 
two  genfdarmes,  commiffioned  to  murder  him  if  a 
refcue  were  attempted,  rode  in  the  carriage,  befides  the 
royal  victim,  and  M.  Edgeworth.  They  left  the 
Temple  about  three  quarters  after  eight  o'clock. 

A  pro- 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  331 

A  profound  filence  prevailed  among  the  .people.  CH.  IX. 
The  efcort  confifted  of  twelve  hundred  men,  being     1793. 
twenty-five  from  each  fe&ion  of  Paris,  felecled  as  tried 
patriots,  and  expert  in  military  difcipline.     All  the 
flreets  were  befides  crowded  with  national  guards ; 
the  doors  of  moft  houfes  were  fhut,  and  the  police 
had  ftrictly  forbidden  any  one  to  appear  at  the  win- 
dows.    As  the  progrefs  was  extremely  flow,  the  king 
afeed  Edgeworth  for  a  prayer-book.     The  abbe  gave 
him  his  breviary,  pointing  out  the  pfalms  moft  pro- 
per in  his  fituation,  which  the  king  continued  read- 
ing with  great  devotion  till  twenty  minutes  after  ten, 
when  he  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  guillotine,  erected 
between  the  pedeftal  which  had  fupported  the  flatue- 
of  Louis  XV.  and  the  Champs  Elifees. 

The  king  having  recommended  his  confeflbr  to  the 
care  of  the  national  guard,  threw  off  his  coat,  and 
was  preparing  to  afcend  the  fcaffold,  when  they  feized 
his  hands,  to  tie  them  behind  his  back :  his  firft 
movement  was  to  repel  this  infult  with  indignation  ; 
but  Edgeworth  faid,  "  Sire,  this  new  humiliation  is 
another  circumftance  in  which  your  majefty's  fuffer- 
ings  refemble  thofe  of  our  Saviour,  who  will  foon  be 
your  reward."  The  king's  repugnance  was  inftantly 
fubdued ;  and  with  a  dignified  air  of  refignation,  he 
prefented  his  hands.  The  executioners  drawing  the 
cords  with  all  their  force,  the  king  mildly  faid, 
*'  There  is  no  need  to  pull  fo  hard." 

While 
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CH.  IX.       While  he  was  afcending  the  fteps,  Edgeworth,  as 
by  infpiration,    exclaimed,    *«  Louis,    SON   OF 

SAINT  LOUIS,    ASCEND  TO  HEAVEN.'* 

As  foon  as  the  king  came  upon  the  fcaffold,  he  ad- 
vanced with  a  firm  ftep  to  the  part  which  faced  the  pa- 
lace, and  deiiring  the  drums  to  ceafe,  was  imme- 
diately obeyed.  He  then  pronounced  loud  enough  to 
be  heard  at  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  "  French- 
men, I  die  innocent  of  all  the  crimes  which  have  been 
imputed  to  me.  I  forgive  my  enemies.  I  implore 
God,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  to  pardon  them, 
and  not  to  take  vengeance  on  the  French  nation  for 
the  blood  about  to  be  fhed." 

He  was  proceeding,  when  Santerre  pumed  furi* 
oufly  towards  the  drummers,  and  forced  them  to 
beat  without  intermiffion,  while  the  executioners  feiz- 
ing  the  victim,  placed  him  under  the  axe  of  the  guil- 
lotine. Thefe  tranfa&ions,  from  the  tim,e  of  reach* 
ing  the  place  of  execution,  occupied  only  two  mi- 
nutes. 

As  foon  as  the  a&  was  perpetrated,  the  people  who 
had  hitherto  maintained  a  profound  filence,  exclaim- 
ed  "  Vive  la  Republique  /"  A  troop  of  young  men, 
placed  for  the  purpofe,  commenced  a  dance  round 
the  fcaffold,  while  a  youth  between  eighteen  and 
twenty  years  of  age,  caught  up  the  bleeding  head, 
and  tjrarrdiming  it  with  ferocious  exultation,  cried, 
fe  Vive  la  Nation  /"  Several  perfons  dipped  the  points 

of 
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of  pikes,  pieces  of  paper,  and  pocket-handkerchiefs,    CH.  IX. 
in  the  blood.     The  king's  hair  had  been  cut  off  be-  L     '    -*• 

A  i  9C?» 

fore  he  afcended  the  fcaffold,  and  was  fold  in  fmall 
parcels  for  confiderable  fums.  The  theatres  were  fhut 
in  the  evening ;  and  the  whole  city  appeared  the  re- 
lidence  of  confufion  and  difmay,  which  was  augment- 
ed by  the  aflaflination  of  Le  Pelletier  de  St.  Far- 
geau,  a  member  of  the  convention,  who  had  voted 
for  the  king's  death,  and  was  (tabbed  at  an  eating- 
houfe. 

On  the  day  of  the  king's  execution,  M.  le  Due, 
an  old  fervant  of  his  father,  prayed  leave  to  inter  him 
at  Sens,  with  the  reft  of  his  family  ;  but  the  requeft 
was  refufed  on  an  obfervation  of  Chabot,  that  Louis 
ought  to  be  buried  with  other  citizens,  in  the  ceme- 
tery of  the  fedion  where  he  laft  refided.  Legendre 
required  to  cut  up  the  corpfe  into  eighty-four  pieces, 
and  fend  one  to  each  of  the  departments,  and  the 
heart  to  the  convention.  The  body  was  at  laft 
thrown,  without  funeral  ceremony,  into  a  fpace  in  the 
church-yard  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  which  was  filled 
with  quick-lime,  carefully  guarded  till  the  body  was 
fuppofed  to  be  entirely  confumed,  and  then  levelled 
with  the  circumjacent  ground,  that  every  trace  of  the 
fpot  where  the  monarch  was  depofited  might  be  effec- 
tually obliterated  *. 

*  His  untimely  end  was  honoured  by  a  general  mourning  in 
England,  and  molt  other  countries  in  Europe. 

1  o       i_ 

Such 
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Such  was  the  tragical  end  of  the  laft  king  acknow- 
in  France.  His  character  has  been  defcanted 
on  in  the  moft  glowing  colours,  by  his  affectionate  fub- 
jects ;  no  part  of  their  eulogies  is  deficient  in  founda- 
tion ;  and  moil  of  his  enemies,  in  the  midft  of  a  ftu- 
died  fyftem  of  calumny,  have  been  obliged,  at  fome 
periods,  to  acknowledge  his  virtues.  Want  of  firm- 
nefs  and  active  courage  is  the  fault  moft  generally  at? 
tributed  to  him  ;  but  his  whole  conduct  proves  that  he 
had  no  fears  for  himfelf,  his  only  terrors  arofe  from 
the  probability  of  fhedding  the  blood  of  his  fubjects 
in  civil  war  *.  His  conduct  from  the  time  his  trial 

commenced, 

*  On  the  mifapplication  of  t,his  humane  principle  by  this  un- 
fortunate fovereign,  Mr.  Bowles,  in  a  recent  publication,  makes 
the  following  judicious  remarks :  "  Strange  as  it  may  feem,  mif- 
chiefs  which  involve  the  ruin  of  ftates,  and  the  deftruftion  of  focial 
order,  may  originate  in  honourable  and  amiable  feelings,  which 
produce  the  moft  difaftrous  effects  ;  becaufe  they  are  not  under  the 
guidance  of  judgment ;  becaufe  they  are  not  accompanied  with 
comprehensive  views  of  the  nature  of  fociety.  The  preservation 
of  order  and  fecurity  impofes  an  indifpenfable  duty  on  all  who  ex- 
ercife  authority,  to  refift,  as  dangerous  weakneffes,  thofe  comnaf- 

'  ** 

lionate  feelings,  which,  if  indulged,  would  fcreen  offenders  from 
punifhment,  encourage  the  commiffion  of  crimes  by  the  profpeft 
of  impunity,  or  fuffer  refiftance  to  ripen  into  rebellion,  by  negleft- 
ing  to  reprefs  the  firil  beginnings  of  turbulence  and  commotion. 
While  they  remember  that  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to  temper  juf- 
tice  with  mercy,  they  fliould  not  forget  that  ill-judged  lenity  to  the 
guilty  is  cruelty  to  the  innocent.  The  ambition  of  Louis  XIV., 
the  bigotry  of  Charles  IX.,  and  the  tyranny  of  Louis  XL,  were  not 

4  thou- 
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commenced,  till  the  moment  which  terminated  his  ex-  CH-  lx- 
iftence,  -forms  a  picture  of  excellence  almort  furpaff-    1793. 
ing  humanity,  and  demonftrates  the  tranfcendent  be- 
nefits of  that  religious  purity  which  takes  thefenfe  of 

a  thoufandth  part  <b  fevere  a  fcourge  to  France,  as  the  mifplaced, 
lenity  and  amiable  weaknels  of  Louis  XVI.  No  ufurper  of  ancient 
or  modern  times  ever  waded  through  fuch  feag  of  blood  to  a  throne, 
as  have  deluged  that  unfortunate  country  in  confequence  of  the 'ap- 
parently humane  refolution  of  the  laft-mentioned  prince,  that' no 
blood Jltoufd  bejhed  in  his  cqvfe.  There  cannot,  indeed,  be  a  greater 
or  a  more  rr.ifchievous  error,  than  this  unfortunate  prince  fell  into  *  , 
in  fuppoling,  that  when  the  authority  of  a  fovereign  is  afiailed,  it 
is  his  caufe  exclufi  vely,  or  even  principally,  which  is  at  iffue.  The 
authority  which  he  has  received  from  that  power  by  which  '  kings 
reign  and  princes  decree  juftice/  is  beftowed,  not  for  his  own 
fake,  but  that  of  his  people.  It  is  a  facred  truft  reppfed  in  him, 
for  the  benefit  and  fecurity  of  his  fubjects.  He  is  Jhe  guardian  of 
the  perlbns  and  property  of  thofe  who  are  placed  under  his  care. 
The  laws  are  weapons  put  into  his  hands  Yor  their  defence.  And  if, 
to  indulge  the  generous  emotions  of  his  heart ;  if,  to  efcape  thofe 
pangs  which  every  humane  mind  cannot  but  feel  in  inflicting  pu- 
nifhment  upon  criminals  ;  he  fuffers  thofe  laws  to  lofe  their  effect, 
and  to  be  no  longer  '  a  terror  to  evil  doers' — if  he  '  bear  the  fword 

\ 

in  vain/  he  will  be  refponfible  to  the  great  King  of  kings,  whofe 
minifter  he  is,  for  all  the  fufferings  which  his  ill-judged  and  de- 
ftru&ive  humanity  may  bring  upon  the  people  committed  to  his 
charge — and,  indeed,  for  every  outrage  upon  the  perfon  or  pro- 
perty of  any  of  them,  which  this  facrifice  of  juftice  to  mercy  may 
invite*— nay,  for  the  very  guilt  of  offenders,  who  may  be  drawn 
into  the  commiflion  of  crimes  by  thofe  hopes  of  impunity,  which 
a  reliance  on  his  lenity  (hall  have  encouraged  them  to  form." 
Thoughts  on  the  late  General  Election,  &c.  1802.  p.  73. 

frame 
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^fliame  from  premeditated  ignominy,  which  deprives 
cruelty  of  its  venom,  and  death  of  his  {ling  *, 

*  For  the  events  relative  to  the  trial  and  murder  of  Louis  XVI. 
I  have  reviewed  all  the  authorities  cited  in  the  Biographical  Me- 
moirs j  particularly  Clery's  Journal,  which  Was  not  publifhed  be- 
fore the  life  of  the  king  in  that  work  was  printed  :  a  ftieet  was 
cancelled,  and  a  few  pages  inferted  for  the  fake  of  corre&nefs,  but 
ftill  a  few  errors  remained.  —  I  have  alfo  confulted  the  more  recent 
publications  -,  as  Bertrand's  Annals,  and  a  few  others,  from  which 
no  new  fafts  are  derived. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

State  of  France  after  the  Murder  of  the  King — 

of  Dumouriez — Effeft  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  French 
in  Belgium — Pacific  ConducJ  of  Great  Britain — En- 
couragement afforded  by  France  to  Englijh  Revolu- 
tionifts — Attack  on  Dutch  Flanders  decreed — The 
French  EmbaJJador  ordered  tq  leave  London — War 
declared  againft  the  King  of  England  and  the  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  United  Provinces — Pretended  Negotiations 
— Progrefs  of  Dumouriez — The  French  defeated  by 
General  Clerfaye  at  Aix  la-Chapelle — Their  fubfequent 
ill  Succefs — Alarm  in  Paris — Failure  at  Cagliari — 
Subfequent  TranfaElions  in  Flanders — Battle  of  Tirle- 
mGnt—~The  French  retreat  from  Flanders — "Jealoufiss 
excited  againft  thf  Generals — Defection  of  Dumouriez 
. — His  Addrejfes — Attempts  to  fccure  the  Adherence 
of  .the  Army — And  Flight — He  and  his  Attendants 
are  outlawed — Egalite  den-unced  and  imprifoned— 
Dreadful  AfpecJ  of  French  Affairs — Progrefs  of  the 
Conteji  between  the  Mountain  and  the  BriJJbtines — 
Con/piracy  of  the  loth  of  March — Briffbt's  Printing- 
Office  deftroyed-r-A  P lay  called  T  Amides  Loixfuppreff- 
ed — Frequent  Petitions  and  Addrejfes — Formation  of  a 
Committee  of  Twelve— And  of  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal 
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bunal  —  Exertions  of  Marat  again/I  the  Briffotines  —  . 
They  are  denounced  by  Robefpierre  —  Efforts  of  Marat 
on  that  OccaJton—Guadet  obtains  a  Decree  of  Accufa- 
tlon  again/I  him—Imprudence  of  Guadet's  Party  —The 
Caufe  of  Marat  vehemently  efpoufedby  the  Mountain— 
His  Acquittal  before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  —  And 
triumphant  Return  to  the  Convention  —  Petition  for  the 
Expuljton  of  twenty-two  Members  —  Decreed  calum- 
nious— Timid  Conduft  of  the  Briffotines  —  Petition  from 
the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antolne  —  Increajing.  Influence  of 
the  Mountain  —  BrlJJbfs  Addrefs  to  his  Constituents  — 
Henriot  made  Commander  of  the  National  Guard  — 
Hebert  arrefted  —  The  Committee  of  Twelve  prepare  a 
Report  —  Injudicious  Boajl  of  Ifnard—  InfurrecJion  on 
the  3  \ft  of  May  —  Le  Brun  and  Madame  Roland  ar- 
refted^— Proceedings  on  the  \ft  of  yune  —  InfurrecJion 
renewed  —  Claviere  arrefted  —  Violent  Addrefs  to  the 
Convention  —  The  Hall  furrounded  by  an  armed  Force 
•  —  Arreftatlon  of  twenty-one  Members  decreed  —  The 
Jnfurreftion  ended. 


. 
1793.     Jl  HE  gloom  and  conilernation  which  over- 

fpread  Paris  on  the  completion  of  the  greateft  of 
national  crimes  was  increafed,  not  only  by  the  afTaflina- 
tion  of  Le  Pelletier,  but  by  the  {butting  of  the  barriers, 
and  a  domiciliary  vifit  fo  rigoroufly  executed,  that  fix 
jthoufand  perfons  were  reported  to  be  arrefted  as  emi- 
grants. The  people  faw  themfelves  about  to  plunge 
into  a  general  and  unfounded  war  with  all  Europe, 

while 
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while  no  adequate  pretence  of  injury  or  promife  of 
advantage  was  held  out  to  them  as  a  motive.     Great 
efforts  were  made  to  render  Briffot  and  the  war  faction 
unpopular,  yet  the  other  party  did  not  venture  to 
exhibit  a  promife  of  peace,   but,   on  the  contrary, 
feemed  inclined  to  cover  France  with  blood,   and  the 
reft  of  Europe  with  ruins.     The  people  could  not  but 
feel  that  their»eafe  and  property  were  facrificed  by  in- 
dividuals whom  they  did  not  refpect,  to  fchemes  which 
they  did  not  comprehend,   and  which  did  not  promife 
either  fuccefs  or  advantage.     Yet  the  people  in  Paris 
w^ere  quiet,  and  exhibited  the  ftupefaction  of  extreme 
terror,  not  daring  even  to  exprefs  grief  at  the  crimes 
which  defaced  their  country,  overawed  by  a  few  bold 
brigands,  who.  infulted  and  robbed  them,  while  they 
boafted  of  reftoring  freedom  ;  and  taught  the  citizens, 
from  whom  every  other  exclamation  would  have  been 
treafon,  to  fhout  in  praife  of  .liberty  and  .equality. 
France  appeared  as  if  "  ont  fpirit  of  the  firft-born  Cain 
reigned  in  all  bpfoms."     War  without  was  eagerly 
fought ;  anarchy  and  rebellion  raifed  their  heads  in 
the  departments,  and  in  the  convention  oppofmon  was 
conducted  with  the  avowed  defign  of  bringing  the 
vanquished"  party  to  an  ignominious  death. 

Dumouriez,  diflatisfied  at  the  extortions  praclifed 
in  Belgium,  and  irritated  at  the  oppofmon  to  which 
his  projects  were expofed  from  Pache,  the  war  minifter, 
was  in  Paris  during  the  latter  part  -of  the  life  of 
Louis  XVI.  Great  numbers  of  his  foldieis  were  dif- 

perfed 
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CH.  X.  perfed  in  the  capital,  and  he  was  viewed  with  jealoufy 
i7ys.  by  all  parties ;  but  his  conduct  proved  that  their  fu~ 
fpicions  were  unfounded,  and  that  they  had  not  duly 
eftimated  his  character.  He  pafled  his  time  in  writing 
memorials  to  the  convention,  intriguing  between  the 
BriiTotines  and  the  Mountain,  founding  the  fentiments 
of  ihopkeepers  on  the  fate  of  Louis,  and  quarrelling 
•with  Dubois  Crance  *. 

In  the  conqueft  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  the  neutral 
governments  of  Europe  could  difcern  no  caufe  of 
hoflility  j  the  incurfion  was  not  even  fufficiently 
alarming  to  forbid  an  expectation  that  the  emperor 
would  be  able  in  another  campaign  to  recover  the 
territory  fo  fuddenly  wrefted  from  him  ;  but  the  pro- 
ceeding of  France  towards  the  conquered  people 
excited  fenfations  widely  different.  To  poffefs  a 
country  in  a  military  manner  was  ufual,,and  could  oc- 
cafion  no  complaint :  but  the  novelty  of  pretending  in 
right  of  conqueft  to  emancipate  the  fworn  fubjecls  of 
a  throne  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance  ;  to  change  their 
political  relation  by  conferring  on  them  new  rights  of 
which  they  could  not  be  deprived  even  in  the  event  of 
their  being  reconquered ;  thefe  were  innovations  in 
the  received  cuftoms  of  warfare  which  gave  alarm,  and 
rendered  governments  who  were  not  difpofed  to  hof- 
tility,  jealous  and  terrified  left  the  fyftem  of  unpro- 
voked aggreflion  mould  be  extended  to  them,  and  the 

*  See  Life  of  Duraouriez,  vol.  III.  and  Biographical  Memoirs, 
Tol.  I.  p.  415. 

new 
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new  project  of  calling  on  their  fubjects  to  change  their  CH.  X. 
form  of  government  under  the  protection  of  French  *~"TV~~> 
arms  put  in  practice  to  their  deftruction. 

Great  Britain  had  from  the  beginning  of  the  revo- 
lution kept  cautioufly  aloof  from  every  connection 
which  could  engender  fufpicion,  or  create  a  proba- 
bility of  a  war  with  France  ;  and,  at  the  time  of  lord 
Gower's  quitting  Paris,  the  unequivocal  declaration 
of  Le  Brun  in  the  name  of  the  executive  council, 
proved  the  equity  of  her  conduct.  That  of  the 
French  on  the  contrary  had  in  many  fmall  points  been, 
replete  with  circumftances  of  offence,  which  a  jealous 
nation  or  captious  adminiftration  might  have  inflamed 
into  caufes  of  war ;  but  the  Britifh  government,  inftead 
of  ftrengthening  the  means  of  hoftility,  difbanded 
part  of  its  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  reduced 
the  taxes.  The  king  in  compliance  with  the  wifhes  of 
the  French  government,  forbade  all  his  officers  from 
entering  into  the  armies  of  the  allies,  and  ufed  every 
other  exertion  confiftent  with  his  dignity  to  evince  his 
good  faith  in  the  maintenance  of  neutrality.  Still  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  was  befet  with  the  very- 
arts  and  means  which  had  been  employed  to  overthrow 
the  government  of  France.  Clubs  were  formed  with 
correfponding  committees,  profeffedly  for  legal,  but 
indifputably  for  revolutionary,  purpofes  ;  feditious 
publications  were  difleminated  with  art  and  activity ; 
and  it  was  found  necefiary  on  the  2ift  of  May,  1792, 

to 
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CH.  X.   to  ifiue  a  proclamation  for  reftfaining  thefe  attempts 
againfl  thp  focial  eftablifhment. 

While  the  predominating  party  in  France  could  not 
but  perceive  the  folicitude  of  the  Britifh  government 
on  this  fubject,  and  while  the  moft  violent  of  their 
revolutionary  rulers  acknowledged  the  upright  con- 
duct of  the  Britilh  adminiflration,  -every  encourage- 
ment was  afforded  to  thofe  whofe  conduct  was  hoftile 
to  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's.  Every  deputation 
breathing  fentiments  deftructive  of  the  Britiih  con- 
ftitution  was  hailed  with  triumph,  and  complimented 
as  the  found  part  of  the  nation  ;  while  Britifh  fubjects 
noted  only  for  their  hoftility  to  their  native  govern- 
ment were  fought  out  and  acknowledged  as  French 
citizens,  and  felected  as  the  fitteft  to  fill  feats  in  the 
national  convention.  So  active  was  the  impulfe  given 
by  thefe,  and  other  more  clandeftine,  though  not  lefs 
effectual,  encouragements  to  fedition  in  all  parts  of  the 
13th  Dec  Britifh  empire,  that  the  king  found  it  necef- 
1792.  fary;  to  convoke  parliament  at  an  earlier 
period  than  he  had  originally  intended,  to  call  out 
the  militia,  and  adopt  meafures  for  the  internal  defence 
of  the  kingdom.  The  decree  of  the  1 9th  of  Novem- 
ber, holding  out  the  protecting  hand  of  France  to  in- 
furgents  of  all  nations  ;  and  the  application  of  it 
oftentatioufly  made  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  favourable 
reception  of  deputations  of  Englifh  rebels  negotiating 
for  French  fraternity  j  indicated  with  indifputable 

precifion 
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J>recifion  the  hoftile  views  of  all  parties  in  France  CH.  X. 
againft  that  country.  j,,^ 

When  Dumouriez  had  completed  the  con-    I0(h 
quefl  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  the  con-  Decem, 
vention  decreed  the  invafion  of  that  part  of  Flanders 
which  belonged  to  the  neutral  flates  of  Holland  j  and 
the  profecudon  of  a  war  againfl  that  unoffending 
country  was  one  of  the  oftenfible  views  of  Durnouriez's 
vifit  to  Paris.     As   the  politics  of  the  Dutch  were 
divided   between    the   contending   influences   of  an 
Englifli  and  French  party,   flrenuous  remonftrances 
were  necefiary  from  the  Britifli  embafTador  to  excite 
a  fpirit  of  refiftance  againft  French  aggreflion,  favour- 
able to  the  liberty  of  both  countries,  and  confident 
with  the  tenor  of  ancient  treaties.     Meanwhile  active 
proceedings  were  adopted  in  the  convention  and  in, 
the  clubs  to  inflame  the  public  mind  againft  Great 
Britain  ;  haughty  enquiries  were  made  refpecting  the 
polidcal  tendency  of  ads  pafled  by  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, for  enabling  the  government  to  enfure  its  tran- 
quillity by  difmiffing  fufpicious  foreigners  from  its 
mores,  and  to  reftrain  the  devices  for  involving  its 
commercial  credit  with  that  of  France  by  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  aflignats.     The  hoftile  intentions  of 
France  could  no  longer  be  doubted,  nor  could  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's  miftake  the  fource  of  thofe  in- 
ternal agitations  which  were  excited  in  many  parts, 
and   threatened  the  welfare  of  the  flate  :  the  moft 
considerable  perfons  in  the  metropolis  exprefied  to 
VOL.  i.  A  A  government 
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CH.  X.  government  both  their  fears,  and  their  devotion  to 
the  caufe  of  the  country  j  and  at  length  M.  Chauvelin, 
an  a&ive  agent  of  the  republican  faction,  who  had 
been  employed  as  a  fpy  over  Louis  XVI.  *,  and  had 

for  fome  time  relided  in  London  as  French 
Jan. 10th, 

1793.      embafiador,  was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom* 
The  national  convention  did  not,  however, 

Ift  Feb.  .1.1,.  r  t  •  i     r  r 

await  the  intelligence  or  this  event  before  they 
carried  their  hoftile  intentions  into  effect :  in  this 
iingle  fubjeft  both  parties  in  the  convention  cordially 
joined,  and  on  the  ift  of  February  a"  long  and  ca- 
lumnious report  by  Briflbt  was  followed  by  an  una- 
nimous decree  that  the  French  republic  was  at  war  with 
the  kingt  of  England,  and  the  ftadtholder  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

Confidently  with  the  infidious  form  of  this  declara- 
tion, and  in  order  to  afford  the  factious  in  each  country 
a  pretext  that  the  people  were  precipitated  into  a 
war  againft  their  interefts,  and  merely  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  their  rulers,  a  mockery  of  negotiation  was 
practifed  by  fending  emifiaries  to  England,  who  de- 
manded to  be  received  as  agents  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, though  furnimed  with  no  authentic  credentials, 
nor  inverted  with  any  efficient  powers.  Dumouriez 
too,  when  at  length  difpatched  to  his  army,  was 
furnimed  with  prefumed  authorities  to  commence  a. 
treaty  with  lord  Auckland,  and  the  grand  pen- 
fionary  of  Holland  ;  but  it  foon  became  apparent  that 

f  See  Bertrand's  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  286. 

his 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  345 

his  credentials  were  as  vague,  and  his  intentions  as  CH.  X. 
treacherous,  as  thofe  of  the  parties  who  had  been  1793, 
already  difpatched  on  the  fame  employ  *. 

Dumouriez  did  not  wait  for  the  detection     . 

.         .  _      February. 

of  his  want  of  fumcient  powers  to  treat  tor 
peace,  before  he  began  hoftilities.  Having  tranfmitted 
orders  to  Miranda  for  regulation  of  his  proceedings,  he 
aflembled  the  main  army,  confiding  of  fifcty  thoufand 
men,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antwerp,  and  having 
publiflied  an  addrefs  to  the  Batavians  (as  the  Dutch 
were  affe&edly  called),  full  of  falfe  and  fcilrrilous  re- 
flections on  the  ftadtholder  and  the  govern-  23d  an(j 
ment  of  England!,  he  proceeded  to  capture     26th. 
Breda  and  Klundert,  while  Berneron  took 
Williamftadt,  andd'Anxm  Gertruydenberg. 
Meanwhile  Miranda  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand 
men  was  befieging  Maeftricht,  and  entertained  hopes 
of  compelling  it  to  furrenderj  when  general 
Clerfaye,  eroding  the  Roer  above  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  compelled  the  enemy  to  evacuate  that  city, 
and  falling  on  the  befiegers  at  Maeftricht,  put  them 

*  For  an  ample  detail  of  thefe  events,  and  a  luminous  view  of 
the  motives  and  conduft  of  the  French  government  in  the  whole 
tranfa6Vion  with  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  fee  Herbert  Marfh's 
Hiftory  of  the  Politics  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  the  authentic 
documents  to  which  he  refers  with  undeviating  fidelity.  See  alfo 
his  reply  to  William  Belfham  for  proofs  of  the  glaring  falfehoods 
ufed  in  the  production  of  ftatements  tending  t*  contradict  the  in- 
ferences he  has  drawn.  • 

f  See  this  proclamation  and  the  anfwer  in  Di-brett's  State 
Papers. 

to 
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CH.  X.  to  the  rout  with  great  flaughter,  relieved  the  place* 
jfcJs.  and  compelled  the  French  to  fall  back  to  Alderhoven* 
General  Valance  in  confirmation  aflerted  that  unlefs 
Dumouriez  immediately  joined  that  portion  of  the 
army,  the  ill  confequences  would  be  irreparable. 
Dumouriez,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  completely 
ridiculous  by  his  boaftful  declarations  that  he  would 
fpeedily  achieve  the  conqueft  of  Holland,  and  even 
dictate  peace  to  England  from  the  Tower  of  London, 
was  now  obliged  to  think  only  of  retaining  his  rapid 
acquifitions  in  Auftrian  Flanders.  He  joined  his 
forces  to  the  difcomfited  army,  and  made  a  vain 
endeavour  to  check  the  victorious  progrefs  of  the 
allies,  who  fucceffively  recaptured  Tongres,  Liege, 
Ruremonde,  and  Fort  St.  Michael,  marking  their 
progrefs  by  trophies  gained  in  the  field  of  battle.  The 
French  general  had  no  refource  againft  thefe  difafters 
but  a  querulous  proclamation,  afcribing  the 

Sth  March.  /  J.        .  ' 

reverfes  he  had  fuftamed  to  the  negligence 

and  uncfifciplined  ftate  of  the  army;  and  endeavouring 
to  reanimate  the  finking  courage  of  his  troops  by  re- 
calling the  campaign  of  the  laft  year,  in  which  they 
had  fo  fuccefsfully  refitted  the  invaders  of  the  French 
territory. 

Intelligence  of  thefe  reverfes  roufed  the  convention 
from  their  dream  of  eafy  conqueft  and  profitable 
fraternifation.  Their  fchemes  had  been  attended 
with  fuch  effect,  that  befides  realifing  great  fums  in 
Inlanders  by  the  plunder  of  the  churches,  the  enforced 

circulation 
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circulation  of  ailignats,  and  the  levy  of  contributions    CM.  X* 
from  the  rich,  they  had  obtained  petitions  from  Liege,     1793, 
Ghent,  and  Bruflels,  requefting  union  and  incorpora- 
tion with  the  republic.      Difmifling   thefe   fplendid 
vifions  for  a  time  from  their  minds,  the  parties  in  the 
convention  began  mutually  to  accufe  each  other  of 
treachery,  and  to  develope  the  intrigues  which  led  to  a 
war  with  England  and   Holland.     The  enemies  of 
Dumouriez  were  roufed  to  redoubled  rancour; 
alarm  prevailed  in  the  capital,   the  theatres 
and  public  places  were  fhut,  the  black  flag  was  exhi- 
bited on  the  church  of  Notre  Dame,   the  country 
folemnly  proclaimed  in  danger,  and  the  citizens  in.-' 
yoked  to  fly  to  arms,  or  all  would  be  loft. 

The  fenfations  which  gave  rife  to  thefe 
_  r  .    Feb.  Mth. 

efforts  were  augmented  by  news  or  an  attack 

and  defcent  made  by  admiral  Truguet  on  Cagliari,  the 
capital  of  Sardinia,  in  which  he  was  repulfed,  after 
renewed  efforts,  with  lofs  and  difgrace  ;  his  troops 
refufmg  to  obey  command,  firing  on  each  other,  and 
tumultuoufly  infifting  on  being  reconveyed  on  fhip- 
board.  The  fubfequent  events  in  the  army  of  Du- 
mouriez completed  the  impreflion  made  by  previous 
difafters  in  a  moment  fo  critical  and  dangerous.  It 
could  not  efcape  obfervation  that  in  his  addrefles  to 
his  troops,  Dumouriez  incefiantly  claimed  their  con- 
fidence in  himfelf  perfonally,  and  in  his  public  dif- 
patches  made  frequent  and  bold  reproaches  againft 
ithe  convention.  He  found  the  people  throughout 

Flanders 
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Flanders  in  the  higheft  degree  irritated  at  the  cxtor- 
17<)3.    tions  and  infults  they  had  endured,   and  which  he 
could  neither  defend  nor  obviate. 

March  ^n  k*s  arrival  at  the  general  rendezvous 
]6th,nth,  near  Tirlemont,  he  was  attacked  by  the  armies 

•I  OtU 

of  the  all.es.  The  engagement  lafled  three 
days,  and  was  conduced  with  great  bravery  on  both 
fides  j  but  the  fuperior  (kill  of  the  allies  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  fome  miftakes  made  by  the  French  general 
decided  the  fate  of  the  encounter,  and  Pumouriez,  for 
the  fir  ft  time,  vanquifhed  in  a  general  engagement,  was 
obliged  to  retreat  towards  the  French  frontier,  with  the 
lofs  of  thirty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great 
number  of  men  flain  and  drowned.  The  vidtors  prefled 
forward  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  fuccefs.  In 
four  days  they  again  attacked  the  French  on 
the  high  grounds  nearLouvain,  routed  them  with  the 

lofs  of  two  thoufand  men.  and  triumphantly 

24th. 

entered  Bruflels.  Breda,  Gertruydenberg,  Ant- 
werp, Mons,  Narnur,  and  Oftend,  furrendered  to  the 
allies ;  and  before  the  end  of  March  the  French 
troops  were  driven  back  within  the  limits  of  their  own 
frontier  *. 

During  thefe  tranfadtions,  the  convention  was 
agitated  by  daily  motions,  and  the  people  harafled  by 
perpetual  criminations,  brought  forward  by  both 

*  For  thefe  events,  fee  Journals  and  Gazettes ;  Memoires  du 
Grneral  Dutuouriez,  par  lui-meme,  annee  17933  Major  Money's 
Iliftory  of  the  Campaign,  p.  zjz,  et  feq. 

parties 
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parties  with  equal  zeal  and  eagernefs.    Pache 
had  been  obliged  to  refign  the  fituation  of 
minifter  at  war,  which  was  aflumed  by  Bournonville ; 
but  the  increafing  clamour  when  ill  fuccefs 

•  «  *  *  i 

aflailed  the  troops,  induced  him  to  refign,  and 
folicit  permiflion  to  join  the  army.  The  city  of  Paris 
was  the  centre  of  turbulence ;  plots  of  the  moft  con- 
tradictory nature  were  faid  to  exift,  whilft  pillage  and 
every  kind  of  violence  were  carried  on  without  con- 
trol. Jealoufies  were  actively  fomented  againfl  the 
general.  Dumouriez  was  the  fubjeft  of  repeated  de- 
nunciations, and  a  decree  of  accufation  pafled  againfl 
his  rival  Miranda. 

The  fufpicions  fo  long  entertained  by  Marat  againft 
Dumouriez  were  now  realifed  j  he  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  generals  of  the  allied  army,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  had  obtained  a  truce,  and  pro- 
fefled  his  intention  of  marching  to  Paris  to  reform  the 
government;  but  he  had  not  taken  proper  meafures 
to  fecure  the  attachment  of  his  foldiers,  or  the  co- 
operation of  his  officers  j  and  in  his  whole  army  he 
could  only  rely  on  Valence,  Egalite,  and  Miacziniki. 
In  his  retreat  from  Flanders  he  was  met  at  Tournay 
by  madame  Sillery,  and  the  wife  of  young  28th 
Egalite  ;  and  in  a  converfation  with  the  de-  March, 
puties  on  miflion  from  the  convention,  he  explained  his 
views  in  a  manner  too  open  to  be  any  longer  fubject 
to  doubt :  he  faid  the  jacobins  would  ruin  France ; 
but  he  would  fave  it.  though  they  mould  call  him  a 

Csefar, 
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JCu-  x\  Casfar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a  Monk.     There  muft  be  a 
1793.    king  j  but  it  was  of  little  confequence  whether  it  was 
a  James,  a  Louis,  or  a  P/^/7^.     Before  this 


converfation  was  reported  to  the  legiflature, 
a  decree  had  pafled  ordering  him  to  the  bar  :  and 
Bournonville,  with  four  other  commiffioners,  was 
fent  to  arrefl  him  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  convey 
him  to  Paris.  They  halted  at  Lifle,  and  difpacched  a 
fummons  to  him  to  appear  in  that  city,  to  anfwer  the 
charges  againft  him  j  but  he  replied  he  could  not 
leave  the  army  and  valued  his  head  too-  much  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  an  arbitrary  tribunal.  The  commiffioners  pro- 
ceeded to  his  head  quarters  at  St.  Amand,  explained  the 
object  of  their  miffion,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade 

him  to  obedience.  He  attempted  to  vindicate 
'  his  own  conduct,  and  induce  them  to  judge 
favourably  of  him  ;  but,  at  length,  finding  that  he 
made  no  impreflion,  exclaimed,  "  It  is  time  to  put  an 
end  to  thisj"  and  ordered  the  commiffioners  to  be 
feized,  and  fent  to  the  prince  de  Cobourg  as  hoflages 
for  the  royal  family. 

He  patted  that  night  in  compofmg  an  ad- 

drefs  to  the  army,  and  other  papers.  The 
addrefs  producing  fome  favourable  appearances  in  the 
camp,  he  returned  to  St.  Amand,  and  harangued  the 
corps  of  artillery,  who  alfo  appear  edfatisfied  ;  and,  to 

teftify  his  confidence  in  them,  he  flept  there. 

The  next  morning  he  left  his  friend  Thouve- 
jipt  at  St.  Amand,  and  departed  for  Condej  but 

within 
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vkhin  half  a  league  of  the  fortrefs  he  was  met  by  a  c«- x- 
mefienger  from  general  Neuilly,  advifmg  him  not  to  17^3. 
approach,  as  the  garrifon  was  in  a  flate  of  the  utmoft 
fermentation.  He  had  juft  before  met  with  a  column 
of  volunteers  marching  towards  Conde,  who,  how- 
ever, made  no  attempt  againfl  him ;  but  when  they 
faw  him  accofted  by  Neuilly 's  mefienger,  they  cried, 
xe  Stop,  flop  !'*  and  immediately  commenced  a  pur- 
fuit.  He  mounted  a  horfe  belonging  to  youngEgalite, 
and  efcaping  through  a  rapid  difcharge  of  mufketry, 
crofled  the  Scheldt,  and  reached  Wikers,  whence  he 
continued  his  route  to  Bury  on  foot,  and  fpent  the 
night  in  digefting  the  proclamation  of  the  prince  de 
Cobourg,  which  appeared  the  next  day,  together 
with  his  own  addrefs  to  the  French  nation.  The 
proclamation  is  conceived  in  manly,  liberal,  and  con- 
ciliating terms ;  but  neither  that  nor  the  addrefs 
produced  any  effecl.  At  day-break,  Du- 
mouriez,  efcorted  by  fifty  Imperial  dragoons, 
proceeded  to  the  advanced  guard  of  the  camp  of 
Maulde,  and  harangued  the  troops ;  but  though 
there  was  no  open  oppofition,  he  obferved  fome 
indications  of  that  fpirit,  and  feveral  groupes  af- 
fembled.  He  then  repaired  to  St.  Amand  j  but,  as 
he  was  entering  the  city,  was  informed  that  the 
corps  of  artillery  had,  during  the  night,  rifen  on 
their  general,  and  were  marching  towards  Valen- 
ciennes. Alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  he  feized  the 
military  cheft,  and  made  his  efcape,  accompanied  by 

general 
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Cn.  X.  general  and  colonel  Thouvenot,  young  Egalite,  co- 
2793.    lonel  Montjoye,  the  mifs  Fernigs  *,  madame  Sillery, 
and  a  few  other  perfojis  of  fome  diflinction,  and  at- 
tended by  feven  hundred  horfe  and  eight  hundred  foot. 
The  military  cheft  was  recaptured  by  the  French  f. 

An  event  fo  momentous  as  the  defection  of  Du- 
mouriez  excited  great  fpeculations,  and  a  confiderable 
ferment  in  Paris.  Each  of  the  contending  fa&ions 
endeavoured  to  make  ufe  of  it  againft  their  opponents. 
When  the  report  of  Cainbaceres  was  read,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  implicate  Danton,  who,  however,  dif- 
engaged  himfelf  with  great  dexterity,  and  rolled 
back  the  accufation  on  the  Briffotines.  Dumouries 
himfelf  had  not  an  advocate  or  a  friend  j  he  was 

*  Thefe  were  two  young  ladies  who  joined  him  at  the  camp  of 
Maulde,  and  were  his  aides-de-camp  j  they  were  daughters  of  a 
regifter,  who  had  formerly  been  a  quarter- matter  of  Buffers,  and 
refided  at  Montagne  :  the  eldeft  was  twenty-two,  the  youngeft 
feventeen,  years  of  age  ;  both  were  fmall,  delicate,  well  educated, 
and  modeft.  Dumouriez  encouraged  their  ardour,  made  them 
march  with  all  the  detachments,  and  frequently  publifhed  accounts 
of  their  conducl,  which  interefted  the  public  in  a  very  great  degree  j 
and  pleafed  the  convention  fo  much,  that  they  gave  them  a  houfe. 
They  accompanied  the  general  from  Maulde  into  Champagne,  and 
afterwards  into  the  Low-countries  5  they  were  prefent  at  the  arrefta^- 
tion  of  the  commiflioners,  and  accompanied  him  in  his  flight  j  in 
eonfequence  of  which  they  were  outlawed.  Their  heroifm  is  extra- 
ordinary, the  more  fo  as  it  was  not  attended  with  any  coarfenefs  of 
demeanor,  and  their  chaftity  is  unimpeachcd. 

f  Thefe  events  are  taken  from   the  Journals  and  Debates,  and 
from  Mcmoires  du  General  Dumouriez,  annce  1 793. 

unanimously 
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unanimoufly  declared  a  traitor  to  the  nation,  and  out-  CH.  X. 
lawed,  together  with  the  companions  of  his  flight.   1793^ 
The  convention  fet  a  price  on  his  head,  and  offered  a 
reward  of  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns   (i  2,500 /.) 
and  a  full  reiteration  of  property  to  any  emigrant 
who  fhould  deftroy  him  *. 

The  flight  of  Dumouriez  foon  occafioned  the  ruin 
of  the  infamous  Egalite,  whofe  connection  with  the 
general  was  well  known  j  and  whofe  fon  being  a 
partner  in  the  treafon,  the  father  could  not  hope  to 
efcape  fufpicion.  It  had  been  cuftomary  with  both 
factions  from  the  fir  ft  fitting  of  the  convention  to 

*  The  curiofity  of  the  reader  to  trace  the  further  events  which 
befel  this  ftrange  character  may  be  gratified  in  a  few  words.  Un- 
employed by  the  allies,  he  wilbcd  to  take  refuge  in  Switzerland,  but 
•was  forbid  to  enter  the  country ;  he  then  went  to  Stutgard,  and 
fraved  an  audience  of  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  but  was  commanded 
to  quit  his  territories.  From  that  place  Ke  went  to  Margentheim  in 
JYanconia,  profeifing  his  intention  to  live  in  folilude  and  write 
hirtory  ;  but  he  foon  returned  to  Bruffels,  and  publiflied  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  French  nation,  and  another  to  the  convention.  Foiled 
in  every  attempt  to  appear  advantageoufly  on  the  continent,  he 
vifited  England,  having  obtained  a  pafiport  under  the  feigned  name 
and  character  of  Peralta,  an  Italian  merchant.  On  his  arrival, 
joth  June,  he  wrote  to  lord  Grenville,  foliating,  in  abject  terms, 
leave  to  remain  near  London  till  the  end  of  the  revolution.  A  polite 
anfwer  was  returned,  in  which  Dumonricz  was  informed,  that  his 
contintance  in  England  could  not  be  permitted,  and  he  remained 
only  one  day  in  London.  After  flaying  a  few  days  at  Dover,  in 
cautious  privacy,  he  returned  to  the  continent,  and  has  (ince  lived 
in  obfcurity,  noticed  only  for  a  few  publications. 

move 
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Cn.  X.  move  for  the  banifhment  of  all  the  houfe  of  Bourbon; 
17.93.    and  Egalite,  divefted  as  he  was  of  property,  character , 
and  every  claim  to  refpeft,  had  no  longer  an  advo- 
cate or  protector.     When  the  converfation 
JftApril.      ._.  .  .  ,      ,        .  ._ 

of  Dumounez  with  the  deputies  on  mmion 

was  reported,  Egalite  and  Sillery  profefied  their  refo- 

lutions  to  imitate  the  elder  Brutus  by  facrificing  their 

neareft  relatives  for  the  good  of  the  country ;  but 

Egalite  was  neverthelefs  denounced  to  the  convention, 

by  La  Source,  and  expelled  the  jacobin  club. 

A   few  days  afterwards,  he  was  again  indi- 

redly  denounced   by  Barbaroux,  but  again  efcaped 

by  a  little  dexterity  :  at  length  letters  were 

read,  accufing  him  of  afpiring  to  the  throne 

after  the  abolition   of  royalty ;  and  he  and  all  his 

family  remaining  in  France  were  arrefled, 

and,  for  fear  of  infurre&ions,  imprifoned  at 

Marfeilles. 

At  this  time  the  affairs  of  France  prefented  an  ap- 
pearance truly  alarming  :  Ruffia  and  Spain  had  joined 
in  declared  hoflilities  j  Auftria  and  Pruflia  were 
making  joint  efforts  to  invade  the  frontiers  ;  England, 
befides  a  confiderable  land  force  under  the  duke  of 
York,  and  a  well-appointed  and  ever- victorious  navy, 
was  employing  every  effort  in  the  Mediterranean 
to  prevent  fupplies,  and  increafe  the  diftreffes  of  the 
country,  while  an  irrefiftible  naval  force  intercepted 
the  t.ade,  and  feized  the  colonies  of  the  republic. 
Naples,  and  feveral  minor  ftates,  entered  into  the 

grand 
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grand  confederacy  ;  and  the  principles  and  conduct  of  CH-  x- 
France  excited  univerfal  horror  abroad,  while  jea-    1793. 
loufy,  treachery,  and  cabal,  diftracted  her  at  home. 
But  before  any  effectual  meafures  could  be  adopted 
for  refilling  this  formidable  combination,  or  for  re- 
ftoring  the  military  power   of  the  country,  it  was 
found  neceffary  to  terminate  the  difputes  which  raged 
between  the   two   factions  in  the   convention,  and 
which  were  now  inflamed  to  a  degree  of  rancour 
which     difdained  all   control,    and   which    nothing         , 
could  appeafe  but  the  facrifice  of  one  of  the  contend- 
ing parties. 

The  wavering  and  inconfiftent  conduct  of  the  Gi- 
rondifts  on  the  trial  of  the  king,  afforded  to  the  op- 
pofing  faction  many  advantages  ;  and  the  wire-drawn 
tenuity  of  their  fyftems,  contrafted  with  the  grofs  de- 
pravity of  their  political  conduct,  gave  abundant  to- 
pics for  expofing  them  to  cenfure,  ridicule,  or  ab- 
horrence. Perhaps  the  faction  of  Briffot  was  more 
extenfively  popular  in  the  departments  than  ics  ad- 
verfaries ;  but  thefe  having  a  complete  guidance  of 
the  mob  in  Paris,  a  decided  fuperiority  in  the  clubs, 
and  a  formidable  minority  in  the  convention,  were 
always  in  fufficient  force  to  give  alarm,  and  to 
hope  for  ultimate  triumph.  Their  exertions  were 
uniform  in  object  and  manner,  while  the  efforts  of 
the  Briffotines  were  divided  according  to  perfonal  cir- 
cumftances,  and  enfeebled  by  particular  feelings,  and 
the  laflitude,  indolence,  or  timidity,  of  individuals. 

Their 
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^CH.  X.  »pheir  intrigues  were  eafily  detefted  and  expofed ;  and 
*793.    their  beft  contrivances  for  augmenting  their  influence 
in  the  departments  counteracted,  or  made  to  recoil  on 
themfelves. 

Briffot,  rafhj  vain,  and  implacable,  flattened  the 
decifive  conteft  of  the  parlies,  without  fufficiently  ad- 
verting to  the  circumftances  which  would  have  made 
it  prudent  in  him  to  evade  an  inftant  concuflion,  and 
by  p'ocraflination  afford  time  for  the  views  of  Ro- 
befpierre  and  his  adherents  to  unfold  themfelves. 
The  defperate  partifans  of  the  Mountain  were  in  Paris 
far  more  numerous  than  the  friends  of  the  right  fide; 
thofe  whom  a  regard  for  the  king  might  have  rendered 
adverfe  to  Robefpierre,  were  not  capable  of  cordial 
regard  for  BrifTot,  who  had  precipitated  him  from  the 
throne,  though  he  afterwards  made  an  indecifive  effort 
to  fave  his  life.  The  influence  of  the  clubs  extending 
itfelf  through  the  whole  municipality,  was  exerted  by 
filling  every  office  and  department  with  refolute  friends 
of  the  Mountain;  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  Girondifts  faw 
themfelves  without  a  refource  in  Paris,  fave  their  own 
talents  in  debate,  and  a  precarious  majority  in  the 
convention. 

The  declining  credit  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and 
the  known  connection  between  him  and  fome  leading 
members  of  the  Briffotine  party,  afforded  a  great 
triumph  to  their  opponents :  for  although  many  of 
the  Mountain  members  owed  their  political  exiftence 
to  the  duke,  their  attachment  to  him  was  neither  fo 
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ft  rift  nor  fo  obvious ;  they  had   always  the  power  c«-  X. 
of  declaring  their  intercourfe  with  him  at  an  end,     1793, 
and  no  poffibility  exifted  of  proving  that  it  had  ever 
been  more  intimate  than  they  chofe  to  avow ;  while 
Sillery,  Buzot,  and  even  Briflbt  himfelf,  were  known 
to  have  been  in  his  pay,  or  to  have  held  offices  of  re- 
fponfibility  under  him. 

A  plot  or  confpiracy  was  formed  fhortly  loth 
after  the  death  of  the  king ;  and  after  feveral  March, 
delays,  a  night  was  fixed  for  its  operation ;  but  its 
nature,  limits,  and  precife  objects,  are  among  the  in- 
fcrutable  myfteries  of  the  revolution.  It  had  fome 
tendency  to  the  advantage  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  ; 
but  no  one  has  declared  by  whom  it  was  conducted, 
how  it  was  intended  to  operate,  or  by  what  means  it 
failed  ;  its  exiftence  and  fruftration  alone  were  afcer- 
tained ;  and  the  ready  genius  and  activity  of  the 
Mountain  turned  the  incident  to  advantage.  Their 
orators  perfuaded  the  mob  that  a  counter-revolution 
favourable  to  royalty  was  intended ;  and  the  confe- 
quences  were  the  deftru&ion  of  Briflbt 's  printing- 
office,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  his  journal.  The  Gi- 
ronde  attempted  to  impute  the  crime  to  their  op- 
ponents, but  their  rhetoric  could  not  prevail  againft 
the  clamour  and  perfeverance  of  their  adverfaries. 

When  the  right  fide  thought  fit  to  ceafe  preaching 
blood  and  anarchy,  in  order  to  regain  that  tranquil- 
lity which  they  deemed  neceflary  to  the  continuance 
of  their  own  power,  one  of  their  projects  for  foftening 

the 
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CH.  X.  the  public  mind  was  the  reprefentation  of  a  ftage  pla/ 
K""]l7g3~"'  called  UAmi  des  Loix  ;  whether  this  piece  might  have 
reformed  the  people  or  no,  could  not  be  afcertained  5 
but  the  municipality  feeling  hurt  at  fome  of  its 
paffages,  prevented  the  repetition.  Briffot  and  his 
friends  complained  wich  great  bitternefs,  but  to  little 
effect ;  the  prohibitory  edict  was.  maintained  in  defiance 
of  every  exertion. 

The  war  between  the  factions  was  not  confined  to 
violent  and  acrimonious  debates,  extending  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  perfonal  infult  and  violence  ;  but  petitions, 
remonflrances,  and  addreffes,  were  daily  prefented 
from  the  departments  and  the  fections,  praying  for 
the  puniihment  or  advancement  of  the  Briffotines,  ac- 
cording to  the,  inftructions  they  had  received.  Both 
difplayed  the  acrimony  of  party,  and  defc  ended  to 
the  greatefl  meannefs  of  invective.  The  Mountain 
petitioners  urged  every  calumny  which  unreftrained 
malice  could  produce ;  and  the  Briffotines,  in  one  of 
their  addrefles,  were  not  afhamed  to  invoke  the  na- 
tional vengeance  on  Marat,  becaufe  he  had  been  phy- 
fician  to  the  comte  d'Artoki  It  was  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  petitions  in  favour  of  the  Mountain 
were  more  energetic,  more  frequent,  better  attended 
to  by  the  people,  and  more  relifhed  by  the  tribunes, 
than  thofe  of  their  adverfaries ;  and  thefe  were  ob- 
liged, as  a  great  effort  for  advancing  their  caufe,  and 
difconcerting  their  enemies,  to  inflitute  a  criminal  pro- 
cefs  againft  Marat. 

Before 
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Before  the  circumftances  refpecting  this  trial  are   Cn.X. 
related,  it  is  necefiary  to  revert  to  fome  other  events    1793 
and  eftablifhments   on  which  its  refult  greatly  de- 
pended.    The  minifterial  party  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commiffion  of  twelve  members  of  the  con- 
vention, with  authorities  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of 
the   projected  infurrection  on   the   loth  of  March; 
this  was  a  fubject  of  conftant  complaint,  and  of  nume- 
rous petitions  from  the  adherents  of  the  Mountain, 
and  produced  fome  of  the  moft  violent  debates  in  the 
convention.   Damon  had,  on  the  other  hand,     ]Qth 
obtained  the  eftablifhment  of  a  court,  from  March.  . 
its  origin  highly  popular,  and  in  its  duration  horribly 
celebrated,  called  at  firft  the  extraordinary  criminal 
tribunal,  and  afterwards  the  revolutionary  tribunal  ; 
where  fix  judges,  a  public  accufer  with  two  fubfti- 
tutes,  twelve  permanent  falaried  jurymen,  with  three 
fubftitutes,  fat  for  the  trial  "  of  plots  and  attempts 
againft  the  liberty,  unity,  indivifibility,   internal  or 
external  fafety,  of  the  republic,  and  of  every  plan  tend- 
ing to  re-eftablifh  royalty."     This  court  was  entirely 
formed  of  nominees  of  the  Mountain,  and  maintained 
its  popularity  by  a  devoted  fubferviency  to  the  views 
of  that  party. 

While  Dumouriez  was  in  the  zenith  of  his  reputa- 
tion, Marat  had  always  been  his  rancorous  affailant ; 
he  purfued  him  with  unceafing  calumny,  and  loudly 
predicted  his  treachery :  he  always  connected  the 
character  of  the  general  with  that  of  the  minifters,  ac- 

VOL.  i.  B  B  culing 
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£    ^culing  them  all  as  accomplices  in  a  plot  againil  the 
1790.   .republic,  and  denouncing  them  as  a  defperate  band  of 
.traitors,  whofe  chief  aim , was  to  eftablifh  Roland  in  a 
.perpetual  di&atorfhip.  When  the  defection  of  Dumou- 
riez  gave  the  little  incendiary  the  credit  which  is  often 
attributed  to  thofe  political  prophets  whofe  conduct 
haflens  or  caufes  the  events  their  pretended  fagacity 
has  difcovered,  his  infolence  and  ferocity  be- 
came   unbounded.      In  the  violent  debate 
.which  enfued  on  reading  tbe  letters  of  the  commif- 
lioners  who  had  been  fent  to  examine  the  facts  re- 
lative to  Dumouriez,  Danton  declared  that  no  further 
truce  was-  to  be  hoped  for  between  the  Mountain  and 
their   opponents,    the  patriots  and  enemies  of  the 
country  I  and  Marat  did  not  hefitate  to  aflert  his  opir 
nion,  that  three  hundred  heads  of  the  Girondins  muft 
be  facrificed  to  liberty  and  equality*  Petion, 
on  behalf  of  his  friends,  complained  of  tfiefe 
violences  in  vain :  the  reply  of  Uanton  was  ready 
and  unanfwerable :    "  Petion  is  not  to  learn  that 
when  a  people  deftroy  monarchy  to  eftablifli  a  repub- 
lic, they  exceed  prefcribed  bounds.     But   in  fuch 
cafes  what  is  the  duty  of  reprefentatives  ?  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  very  excefles.     During  the  firft  con- 
ftituent  aflembly,  Marat  was  not  lefs  than  now  ter- 
rible to  ariftocrats,  and  odious  to  moderes.     Yet  in 
that  .very  afiembly  Marat  had  his  defenders,  though 
.  he  had  averted,  as  was  the  fad,  that  the  majority 
corrupt." 

This 
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This  unfuccefsful  attempt  of  Petion  was  a  prelude  CH.  X. 
to  a  more  formidable  denunciation  againft  the  whole 
party  by  Robdpierre ;  who,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  abi- 
lity, traced  the  hiflory  of  the  intrigues  of  the  Briflbtine 
faftion,  demonllrating  their  ambition,  felfimnefs,  and 
avarice  j  accufmg  them  of  occafioning  the  war  for 
factious  and  felnfh  purpofes,  and  inferring  that  in 
conjunction  with  Dumouriez,  and  in  alliance  with  ca- 
binets of  the  countries  at  war,  they  were  plotting  the 
ruin  of  France.  This  inference,  though  not  fup- 
ported  by  fact,  was  argued  with  great  ingenuity ;  and 
the  inconfiftencies  of  BrifTot  furnifhed  abundant  theme 
for  making  any  deductions  plaufible.  Vergniaud  and 
Guadet  made  eloquent  anfwers  to  Robefpierre,  and 
feveral  members  fpoke  in  the  debate,  which  continued 
three  days.  Marat  in  particular  was  cgnfpi- 
cuous  for  his  unreftrained  virulence,  and  his 
infolence  in  perfifting  to  gain  the  tribune  in  defiance 
of  the  exertions  of  the  prefident  to  maintain  order. 

In  the  evening  fitting  Guadet  obtained  a  decree  for 
bringing  Marat  to  trial  before  the  revolutionary  tri-  , 
bunal,  for  having  figned  as  prefident  of  the  jacobin 
club  an  incendiary  circular  addrefs.     This  victory, 
gained  after  fo  long  and  hard  a  battle,  mewed  that 
the  Girondins,  when  united  and  active,  were  in  for- 
midable force,  but  they  feemed  to  have  loft  the  in- 
tellect requifite  for  difcerning  the  means  of  render- 
ing popularity  again  their  own.     In  the  very 
next  fitting,  Petion  moved  to  difcharge  a  de- 

B  B  2  cree 
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CH.  X.  cree  which  had  been  iffued  againft:  Miaczinfky,  the 
confident  of  Dumouriez,  thus  affording  a  new  theme 
for  connecting  the  names  of  his  friends  with  that  of 
the  fugitive ;  and  after  an  acrimonious  debate,  the 
right  fide  were  again  in  a  minority. 

Nor  was  their  fituation  rendered  more  advanta- 
geous when  the  committee  of  legiflation  made  their 
report  on  the  accufation  of  Marat.  The  paper  which 
conflituted  the  caufe  of  impeachment  was  vehemently 
efpoufed  by  the  moft  ardent  jacobins,  who,  amidft 
thunders  of  applaufe  from  the  tribunes,  offered  to  fign 
it  themfelves,  and  incur  every  rifle  to  which  the  friend 
of  the  people  was  expofed. 

Marat  did  not  feel  even  the  temporary  inconve- 
nience of  confinement ;  he  was  fuffered  by  his  gaoler 
to  efcape,  and  aflured  from  the  authority  of  his  judges 
themfelves  that  his  life  was  in  no  danger :  he  heard 
that  the  fe&ions  of  Paris  not  only  efpoufed 
his  caufe,  but  with  more  than  ufual  bold- 
nefs  petitioned  the  convention  for  the  expulfion  of 
twenty-two    members,    comprifmg  Briflbt    and  the 
chiefs  of  his  party,  and  that  many  of  the  departments 
.  complained  to  the  legiflature  of  the  violence  fuilained 
by  the  friend  of  the  people.     His  trial  was  a 

24th.        . 

triumph ;   no  attempt   was   made  to  gain  a 

verdid  againft  him ;  and  the  moment  the  jury  pro- 
nounced him  not  guilty,  he  was  carried  in  victorious 
proceffion  to  the  convention,  reinftated  amid  univerfal 
plaudits,  and  complimented  by  Danton,  who  pro- 
nounced 
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nounced  this  one  of  the  beautiful  days  of  the  French  CH-  x- 
revolution  *.  1793. 

The  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  was  difcufled 
with  great  warmth.    La  Source,  one  of  thofe  whofe 
expulfion  was  required,  moved  that  the  pri- 
mary aflemblies  mould  be  convoked,  and  the 
lift  of  the  convention  fubmhted  to  a  general  fcrutiny 
for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  members  who  had 
loft  the  confidence  of  the  public  j  and  Guadet  after- 
wards moved  that  the  convention  mould  fit  at 

28th. 

Yerfailles,  Thefe  proportions  were  attended 
with  no  other  confequence  than  exciting  ftill  greater 
fury  in  the  people  of  Paris  againft  thofe  who  moved 
and  fupported  them  :  the  petition  was  decreed  calum- 
nious, but  thofe  who  prefented  it  were  unpunimed, 
and  perfifled  in  preparing  new  addrefles. 

It  would  fatigue  the  reader  no  lefs  than  the  hifto- 
rian,  to  detail  all  the  manoeuvres  of  the  two  parties 
during  their  conteft  for  fupreme  power  ;  their  plots, 
difcoveries,  addrefles,  petitions,  denunciations,  and 
recriminations :  the  general  effect  was  obvioufly  dif- 
advantageous  to  the  Brifibtines,  who  feemed  amazed 
and  terrified  at  feeing  the  artillery  they  had  ufed 
againft  the  king,  fo  unexpectedly  turned  againft 
themfelves.  Their  panic  prevented  them  from  adopt- 
ing vigorous,  or  even  reafonable,  meafures :  bold  and 
even  extravagant  fpeecheswere  followed  by  timid  votes, 
or  feeble  motions ;  Rebecqui,  one  of  their  moft  con- 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  article  Marat. 

fpicuous 
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adherents,  refigned  his  feat;  and  all  the 
party,  inftead  of  meeting  the  crifis  with  boldnefs  and 
confidence,  purfued  a  mean  fyftem  of  placing  fpies  to 
watch  their  opponents,  hiring  an  armed  band  from 
Marfeilles,  and  changing  their  lodgings  for  fear  of 
being  afiaflinated. 

The  Mountain,  on  the  contrary,  were   not  only 
firm  and  united  among  themfelves,  but  their  petition- 
ers fpoke  a  language  which  could  not  fail  to  produce 
the  defired  effecl.     Between  eight  and  nine 

1ft  May.    . 

thoufand  fans-culottes  from  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  attended  the  convention,  calling  them- 
felves men  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October,  the  i4th  of 
July,  the  2oth  of  June,  the  roth  of  Auguft,  and  all 
the  days  of  great  crifis  ;  their  petition  contained  many 
abulive  reflections  on  the  Briffotine  party,  and  requi- 
fitions  of  meafures  of  violence  and  plunder,  which 
they  declared  necefiary  for  the  falvation  of  the  country. 
"  If  you  will  not  fave  the  flate,"  faid  the  fpeaker  of 
the  deputation,  "  we  will ;  We  declare  ourfelves  in  a 
ftate  of  infurreclion,  and  ten  thoufand  men  are  at  your 
doors."  Although  the  right  fide  remonftrated  with 
great  earneftnefs  againft  this  infolent  addrefs,  they 
were  obliged  to  compromife  by  inviting  the  parties  to 
the  honour  of  the  fitting,  and  palling  to  the  order  of 

the  day  on  the  petition.  The  Mountain  on  the 
3d  May.  .  .  , 

contrary  fent  to  prifon  petitioners  who  ex- 

prefled  fentiments  adverfe  to  their  caufe  *. 

*  See  debates,  on  the  days  mentioned  in  the  margin, 

The 
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The  fcandalous  fcenes  of  contention  which  were  CH.  X. 
daily  renewed,  converted,  according  to  the  expreflion    179^ 
of  Briflbt,  the  hall  of  the  legiilature  into  an  arena,  and 
its  avenues  ^nto  ambufcades  *.    The  Mountain  gaining 
daily  afcendancy,    the   Briflbtines    were  frequently 
advifed  to  withdraw  from  the  legiflature,  where  an  ac- 
commodation was  impoflible,  and  peace  could  not  be 
reftored  on  other  terms  f.     They  refufed  this  advice, 
and  Briflbt,  as  a  laft  effort  to  reflore  the 
affairs  of  his  party,  publilhed  his  celebrated 
Addrefs  to  his  Conftituents ;  a.  work  which  in  almoft' 
every    paflage  intended  to  criminate    the   author's- 
adverfaries,  expofes  to'  deteftation  fome  principle  of 
act  of  his  own  faction  :  it  did  no  fervice  to  his  caufe, 
but  was  anfwered  with  great  wit  and  pleafantry  .by 
Camille  Defmoulins  {. 

As  this  extraordinary  difpute  drew  towards  a  crifis1," 
the  Mountain  gained  a  new  advantage  over  the 
Girondins  in  the  nomination  of  a  commander  of  the 
national  guard  :  Santerre  being  fent  to  head  an  army 

in  La  Vendee,  one  Boullanger  was  appointed 

.  .     .  17th  May, 
his  fucceflor  ad  interim ;  but  at  a  critical 

emergency,  Henriot,  a  more  firm  friend  of  the  Moun! 
tain,  obtained  the  fituation,  which  he  retained  till  his 
diath.  The  JJriffotines  procured  the  arreftation  of 

*  Briflbt  a  fes  Commettane. 

f  See  Debates,  i?th  May.  , 

£  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  article  Briflbt/ 

Hebert, 
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v  \  ^  *  *" 

CH.  X.  Hebert,  the  attorney-general  of  the  commune,  and 
1793.    one  of  their  moil  inveterate  opponents  ;  but  this  exer- 
tion of  authority  tended  as  little  to  their  advantage  as 
the  proceeding  againft  Marat       Many   of  the   late 
peiitions  tended  toabolifh  the  committee  of  Twelve  j 
their  report,  however,  was  firft  to  be  made,  and  the 
prevention  of  this  attack  on  the  Mountain  formed  the 
immediate  motive  for  deeiiive  hoftility.     Preparations 
were  made  on  both  fides.    The  council  of  the  com- 
mune, and  a  central  committee  formed  of  its  moil 
defperate  members,  were  always  fitting :  the  Briflbtines 
pretended  to  have  difcovered  a  plot  for  aflaflinating 
twenty-two  of  their  members  j  but  their  complaints 
infpired  no  fenfations  which  could  compenfate  for  the 
effect  of  a  ridiculous  boafl  by  ifnard,  that  if 
' ay"  the  factions  violated  the  dignity  of  national 
reprefentation,    by  violence   againft   himfelf  or  his 
friends,  Paris  mould  be  annihilated,  and  the  traveller 
on  the  banks  of  the  Seine  mould  lofe  his  time  in 
fruitlefs  enquiries  for  the  place  where  the  city  flood. 
This  anfwer  was  given  by  Ifnard  from  the  chair  as 
prefident,    where  his  conduct  feems  to   have  been 
generally  violent  and  injudicious,  exafperating  to  his 
opponents,  prejudicial  to  his  party,  and  peculiarly 
offenfive  to  the  people  of  Paris. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  difcuffion 
31ft  Ma}'.        .     _.  .  -  _„  • 

refpectmg   the  committee    or   Iwelve,    the 

council-general   of  the  commune   affembled  at   fix 
o'clock,  and  received  from  the  commiffioners  of  the 

fections 
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feclions  unlimited  powers  to  a&  for  the  public  good.  c«- x- 
The  tocfin  was  immediately  founded,  the  commandant  1793. 
of  the  national  guard  changed,  the  generate  beat,  and 
the  alarm  guns  fired.  About  a  hundred  members 
immediately  opened  the  fitting  of  the  convemion,  and 
ordered  that  the  mayor  and  conftituted  authorities 
fliould  attend  and  give  an  account  of  the  (late  of 
Paris.  Their  account  was  not  fatisfaftory  ;  and  feveral 
deputations  from  different  fections,  who  fucceeded 
them,  only  certified  that  great  part  of  the  city  was 
in  a  (late  of  infurre&ion.  On  the  propofition  of 
Vergniaud,  Henriot  was  ordered  to  the  bar,  and  the 
members  all  fwore  to  die  at  their  pod.  Rabaud  de 
St.  Etienne  next  began  a  difcuffion  relative  to  the 
committee  of  Twelve;  but  terrified  by  the  clamour  of 
the  tribunes,  and  the  interruption  he  encountered, 
haftily  quitted  the  hall.  A  new  deputation  from  the 
commune  announced  the  detection  of  plots,  and 
declared  they  had  determined  to  place  all  property 
under  the  fafeguard  of  true  republican  fans-culottes, 
and  that  all  labourers  mould  receive  an  allowance  of 
forty  fous  a-day  till  the  plans  of  counter-revolutions 
fhould  be  difconcerted. 

This  flrange  addrefs  could  have  no  other  intention 
than  to  gain  popularity  for  the  commune :  but  the 
members  of  the  deputation  on  their  return  complained 
loudly  of  their  cold  reception  ;  the  evafive  anfwer  of 
the  prcfident,  and  the  overbearing  infolence  of  the 
right  fide,  declared  that  the  majority  of  the  conventioa 

was 
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CH.  x.  Was  incapable  of  fating  the  country,  and  the  people 
.    rouft  exert  their  own  refources. 

The  convention  was  in  this  interval  engaged  in  a 
clefultory  debate,  during  which  feveral  deputations 
were  admitted,  from  the  adminiftration  of  the  depart- 
ments, the  commuwi'sfod  the  fe&ions,  who  all  con- 

.•»",}  ')'-¥•*    '"'V  •'-' J  " 

curred  in  denouhcing'the  committee  of  Twelve,  and 
Requiring  that  the  Brifibtine  members,  as  well  as  the 
ex-minifters  Roland,  Le  Brun,  and  Claviere,  mould 
be  arrefted.  The  hall  was  furrounded  by  a  body  of 
armed  rjien  ;  and  the  petitioners,  'who  were  admitted, 
were  fo  numerous  that  the  Mountain  members  left 
their  feats  to  the  intruders,  and  fat  on  the  right  fide. 
Yet  with  all  this  violence  no  object  of  the  infurrection 
was  gained ;  no  decree  was  iffued  to  confirm  the 
afcendancy  of  the  left  fide,  fave  fome  inlidious  refolu- 
tions  made  on  the  motion  of  Barrere,  acknowledging 
that  the  fe&ions  of  Paris  had  deferved  well  of  the 
country  for  the  pains  they  had  taken  in  eftabliming 
order,  procuring  refpeft  for  perfons  and  property, 
and  fecuring  the  liberty  and  dignity  of  the  national 
reprefentation ;  they  were  invited  to  continue  their 
vigilance  till  aifured  by  the  conftituted  authorities  that 
-tranquillity  and  order  were  reftored,  and  a  place  was 
afligned  in  the  hall  for  them  to  maintain  conftant 
intercourfe  with  the  legiflative  body. 

In  the  night  the  city  was  illuminated,  but  no  tumult 
took  place.  The  commune,  however,  encouraged 
by  the  timidity  of  the  Brifibtines,  fome  of  whom  never 

appearecj 
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appeared  in  their  places,  executed  during  the  night  J^H.  X. 
their  own  refolve,  which  the  convention  had  refufed  to  1793. 
fan&ion,  by  arrefting  Le  Brun  and  Roland's  wife. 
Roland  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape,  but  the  others 
were  committed  to  the  Abbaye.  This  bold  proceeding 
diflipated  the  little  remaining  courage  of  the  principal 
BrhTotines ;  terror,  indolence,  and  irrefolution,  had 
long  marked  their  conduct ;  they  now  thought  only 
of  perfonal  fafety,  and  refolved  to  efcape  from  Paris, 
that,  by  uniting  at  Bourdeaux  or  in  Calvados,  they 
might  "  fave  the  country  by  exciting  an  infurrecYion 
in  the  departments*." 

The  fittings  of  the  enfuing  day,  both  in  the 

1  ft  June. 

convention  and  commune,  commenced  at  the 
fame  early  hour  as  before.  The  legiflature  devoted 
the  firft  part  of  the  day  to  ordinary  bufmefs ;  no  dif- 
pofition  appeared  to  renew  the  tumult  of  yefterday  ; 
and  Barrere  prefented  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of 
France,  in  which  the  late  difturbances  were  treated 
only  as  the  refult  of  a  miftaken  eagernefs  for  liberty 
and  good  government :  the  fe&ions  were  applauded, 
and  the  nation  afiured  that,  not  with  (landing  the 
vigilant  exertions  of  ambition,  malevolence,  arifto- 
cracy,  and  falfe  patriotifm,  that  day,  which  had  in- 
fpired  momentary  uneafmefs,  had  been  propitious  in 
all  its  refults.  The  convention  rofe  at  about  five 

*  See  Louvet's  Narrative  ;  Appel  a  1'impartiale  Pofterite  j  Bio- 
graphical Memoirs,  article  Robefpicrre  ;  and  Debates. 

o'clock 
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CH.  X.  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  *,  without  having  taken  into 
confideration  the  petitions  of  yefterday,  a  circumftance 
which  ferved  as  a  pretext  for  a  new  infurre&ion. 
The  efforts  of  the  popular  leaders,  though  continually 
exerted  iince  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  could  not 
flimulate  the  Council  to  acts  of  violence ;  they  framed 
an  addrefs  fo  mild,  that  it  was  rejected  for  want  of 
energy  ;  fuch  were  their  proceedings  in  three  feveral 
meetings  at  fix,  ten,  and  one,  o'clock. 

The  committee  of  public  fafety,  difrelifhing  this 
languor  in  the  body  from  whom  they  hoped  the  mofl, 
confulted  with  the  mayor,  and  with  Marat,  both  of 
whom  attended  the  evening  fitting  of  the  commune  at 
five  o'clock,  and  gave  a  new  ferment  to  their  almoft 
exhaufted  violence.  At  fix  the  tocfin,  the  generale, 
and  the  alarm  guns,  announced  a  Revival  of  infur- 
ye&ion  ;  at  nine  about  a  hundred  deputies  were  found 
in  the  convention,  but  they  were  a\moft  all  Moun- 
taineers, and  the  hall  was  furrounded  by  vfixty  thoufand 
of  the  revolutionary  army,  headed  by  Henriot,  pro- 
vided with  cannon,  and  furnaces  for  heating  mot. 
Under  thefe  formidable  aufpices,  a  deputation  was  in- 
troduced, who  repeated  the  complaints  of  the  pre- 

*  The  time  of  rifin£  is  material,  and  the  Moniteur  in  two  pages 
gives  different  accounts.  The  note  at  the  end  of  the  debates  fays, 
"  the  convention  rofe  at  feven  j"  but  irt  the  account  of  tranfaftions 
in  the  commune,  it  fays  that  the  legiflature  had  rifen  at  a  few 
minutes  after  five.  The  generale  certainly  beat  at  fix,  and  then  n» 
member  was  at  his  poft. 

ceding 
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ceding  day,  and  required  the  heads  of  twenty-feven  CH.  X. 
members.      The  petitioners   were   admitted  to  the 
honours  of  the  fitting,  and  Barrere  made  an  infidious 
obfervation,  that  if  he  had,  like  the  BrhTotines,  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  he  would  give  in  his  refigna- 
tion,  and  repair  to  La  Vendee  to  combat  the  rebels. 
The  hint,  however,-was  not  taken,  and  the  convention, 
after  decreeing  that  the  committee  of  public  fafety* 
fhould  report  on-  the  petition  within  three  days,  ad- 
journed at  half  an  hour  after  midnight. 

Such  indecifive  proceedings  were  not  cal- 

,        .   ,      2djune, 
culated  to  fatisfy  the  commune ;  in  the  night 

they  arrefted  Claviere,  and  on  the  fucceeding  day 
voted  a  more  refolute  addrefs  to  the  legiflature :  "  The 
citizens  of  Paris,"  they  faid,  "  have  been  four  days 
under  arms,  and  the  deputies  againft  whom  they  have 
raifed  their  voice  in  favour  of  the  violated  rights  of 
man,  laugh  at  their  temperance  and  perfeverance  ; 
the  torch  of  liberty  grows  pale  ;  the  pillars  of  equality 
are  maken,  vice  triumphs,  virtue  is  oppreffed,  counter- 
revclutionifts  raife  their  audacious  heads,  but  let 
them  tremble,  the  thunder  growls,  and  will  fpeedily 
pulverife  them.  We  come  for  the  loft  time,  to  afk  for 
juftice  on  the  guilty :  decree  inftantly  that  they  are 
unwortlhy  the  confidence  of  the  nation  ;  arreft  them  ; 
and  we  will  anfwer  for  the  departments.  The  people 
are  tired  of  feeing  their  welfare  perpetually  adjourned  j 
fave  then  the  people,  or  they  will  fave  themfelves." 
The  convention  was  again  fur  rounded  with  an 

armed 
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CH.  X.  armed  force  ;  the  petition  was  delivered  in  the  mJdft 
1798.  °f a  tumultuous  debate ;  the  prefident  reproached  the 
deputation  for  their  want  of  refpect  for  the  legiflature ; 
Billaud  de  Varennes  and  Tallien  moved  to  refer  the 
petition  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  with  orders 
to  prefent  an  immediate  report,  but -this  proportion 
was  changed  for  an  order  to  the  committee  to  attend 
the  convention  with  an  account  of  the  meafures'they 
were  preparing  for  the  emergency.  While  this  re- 
folution  was  agitated,  the  avenues  to  the  hall  were 
guarded  by  a  mob  of  men  and  women,  who  would 
not  fuffer  the  deputies  to  go  out ;  and  the  women  in 
the  galleries  armed  with  poinards,  threatened  many  of 
thofe  who  were  moft  obnoxious. 

Barrere,  at  length,  appeared  from  the  committee 
of  public  fafety,  and  propofed  that  the  members  who 
had  been  denounced  by  the  department  of  Paris 
mould  voluntarily  fufpend  their  functions.  Ifnard, 
Lanthenas,  Fauchet,  and  Duffaulx,  immediately  de- 
clared their  afient,  but  Lanjuinais  and  Barbaroux  re- 
fufed  to  diveft  themfelves  of  the  truft  repofed  in  them 
by  the  people:  they  had  fworn  to  die  at  their  poft, 
and  would  not  falfify  their  oath.  Their  reafoning  was 
fo  cogent  that  had  they  not  been  left  unfupported  by 
the  greater  orators  of  their  party,  who  had  already 
fled,  their  caufe  would  probably  have  triumphed. 
Even  Marat  oppofed  the  voluntary  fufpenfion,  be- 
caufe  it  gave  the  Briflbtines  the  credit  of  devoting 
themfelves  to  the  good  of  their  country,  and  he 

objected 
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objected  to  the  petition ;  he  could  not  conceive  how  PH.  X. 
the  names  of  Fermond  and  Valaze  could  be  omitted,    1793^ 
or   how   the   citizens   of  Paris   could   defignate   to 
vengeance  Duifaulx,  an   old  dotard,  Lanthenas,  a 
poor-fpirited  creature  unworthy  of  a  thought,  and 
Ducos,  whofe  only  fault  was  the  maintaining  of  fome 
erroneous,  but  not  criminal  opinions,  and  who  could 
in  no  wife  be  confidered  as  a  chief  of  the  counter-re- 
volutionary party.      Billaud  de  Varennes  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  on  Barrere's   proportion ;  and  a 
decree  of  accufation,  by  appel  nominal,   againfl  thirty      « 
members ;  but  the  debate  on  this  new  propofition  was 
interrupted  by  complaints  of  the  members  that  they 
were  confined  in  their  hall  by  the  mob  and  the  military. 
Henriot  was  ordered  to  the  bar,  but  he  anfwered  that 
when  he  had  obeyed  the  commands  of  the  fovereign 
people,  he  mould  be  at  leifure  to  attend  the  dictates 
of  their  reprefentatives  :  his  cannoneers  flood  with 
.lighted  matches,  and  the  muzzles  of  their  artillery 
pointed  againft  the  hall  of  the  legiilature ;  Danton 
was  indignant  at  the  infult,  and  feveral  deputies  pro- 
tefted  againft  any  further  debate,  as  liberty  was  at  an 
end.     Barrere,  with  his  ufual  cunning,  evaded  this 
rational  determination  by  an  expedient  which  fatisfied 
the  aflembly ;  "  Let  us  prove,"  he  faid,  "  that  we  are 
free.     I  move  that  the  convention  mail  go  and  de- 
liberate amidft  the  armed  force,  which  will  doubtlefs 
protect    them."      The  legiilators    fallied  out,    and 

having 
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CH.  X.  having  made  a  circuit  of  the  garden  (though  a  triple 
17^3.  line  of  foldiers  prevented  their  paffing  a  ftep  farther), 
returned  to  the  hall  amid  the  applaufes  of  the  mob. 
They  then  paffed  a  decree  of  arreftation  againft  the 
members  who  were  denounced,  and  all  the  committee 
of  Twelve,  excepting  Fonfrede  and  St.  Martin,  who 
were  fpared  on  the  motion  of  Legendre,  and  the  three 
deputies  whofe  imbecility  had  been  pleaded  by  Marat. 
The  lift  then  confined  of  twenty-one  names*.  The 
arreft  of  the  miniflers  Claviere  and  Le  Brun  was  alfo 
decreed.  The  deputies  were  not  ordered  to  prifon, 
but  to  be  in  a  flate  of  arreftation  at  their  own  abodes ; 
the  commune  offering  to  give  an  equal  number 
of  their  members  as  hoftages  to  the  departments  * 
this  point  being  obtained,  the  infurreclion  was 
ended  f. 

Some  of  the  deputies  who  were  placed  under  arreft 
having  made  their  efcape,  and  many  others  having 
fled  from  Paris  to  raife  infurreclions  in  the  depart- 
ments,  thofe  who  ftill  remained,  or  could  be  fecured, 
were  taken  into  clofe  cuftody.  Briffot  had  attempted 
to  leave  the  kingdom  with  a  falfe  paflport,  but  he  was 
arrefted  and  confined  with  the  others  j  and  feventy- 

*  To  wit,  Genfonne,  Vergniaud,  Briflbt,  Guadet,  Gorfas,  Petion, 
Salles,  Chambcn,  Barbarous,  Buzat,  Biroteau,  Rabaud,  La  Source, 
Lanjuinais,  Grangeneuve  Le  Sage  (d'Euie  et  Loire),  Louvet  (de 
Loire),  Valaz6,  Doulcet,  Lidon,  and  Lehardi. 

t  Biographical  Memoirs,  article  Uobefpierre,  and  the  debates. 

•  three 
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three  members,  who  fubfcribed  a  proteft  againft  the  CH.  X. 
proceedings  of  the  day,  were  regarded  with  peculiar    1703"" 
malevolence,  and  afterwards  deprived  of  their  feats, 
and  imprifoned*. 


»  See  the  Proteft  in  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  publiihed  1795, 
vol.  I.  p.  459. ;  and  Hiftoirede  la  Revolution,  par  deux  Amis  de  la 
Liberte,  vol.  XIII. 
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Infubordination  of  the  Armies — Dampierre  fucceeds 
Dwnouriez — Conde  blockaded — Intrenchments  of  St. 
Amandforced — Dampierre  killed — Succeededby  Cujtinc 
— The  Camp  of  Famars  taken — The  Dutch  defeated 
near  Turcoing — Siege  of  Valenciennes  formed — The 
French  furprife  and  plunder  Fumes — They  are  defeat- 
ed at  Tpres — Surrender  of  Conde — Progrefs  of  the 
Siege  of'  Valenciennes — Its  Surrender — Effecls  ofthefc 
Events  in  Paris — Imprifonment  of  the  Englijh  rejiding 
there — The  King  of  PruJJia  bejleges  Landau  and 
Mentz — The  Siege  of  Landau  converted  into"  a 
Blockade — The  French  plunder  Arlon — Siege  and 
Capitulation  of  Mentz— Cuftine  thrown  into  Prifon — 
Reludance  of  Spain  to  declare  War — The  French 
commence  Hoftlllties — Don  Ricardos  captures  St.  Lau- 
rent and  Bellegarde — And  bejleges  Perpignan — Skir- 
mi/hes  in  the  Weftern  Pyrenees — The  Spaniards  obtain 
fever al  Succeffes  — The  French  burn  Zugurramurdy— 
And  plunder1  LuJJaide— -*The  Spaniards  Jlorm  the  Camp 
at  Chateau  Pignon — Slight  Exploits  of  the  Armies  of 
the  Alps  and  Italy — Symptoms  of  Infurreftion  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Republic— Origin  of  Dif contents  in  La 
Vendee — Rapid  Succefs  of  the  Inf urgent s— They  take 

Fontenay 
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Fontenay — Efforts  and  Difappointment   of  the  fugi- 
tive Briffbtines  at  Caen — Further  Proceedings  of  the 
Jnfurgents  in  La  Vendee^-They  fail  before  Nantes — 
Slight  Succeffes  of  the  Republicans  under  Biron  and 
Weftermann — Followed  by  a  total  Defeat-^Great  pro* 
Jfierity  of  the  Infurgents — Tranfaftions  at  Lyons— Chat- 
tier and  Riaud fentenced  to  Death  by  the  Infurgents-— 
Infurfeftion  at  Marfeilles — Speedily  fuppreffed— Lord 
Hood  appears  in  the  Mediterranean — Negotiates  for, 
and  obtains  the  Surrender  of  'Toulon — Tobago,    St. 
Pierre    and   Miquelon^  and  Part  of  St.   Domingo, 
taken  by  the  Englijh — Pondicherry  and  other  Places 
in  India  taken — A  new  Constitution formed —  OB/erva* 
tions  on  it — Its  Acceptance  celebrated  by  a  Fete — Its 
•Operations  fufpended — Powers  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lic Safety — Syjlem  of  Terror — Rigour  again/I  fufpefted 
Perfons — All  Englijhmen  and  SubjecJs  of  hoflile  Na- 
tions arrejled — The  Revolutionary  Tribunal  divided 
into  four  Seclions — Indignities  offered  to  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily— The  Queen  feparated  from  the  Dauphin,  who 
is  placed  under  the  Tuition  *of  Simon,  a  Cobler — The 
Queen  removed  to  the  Conciergerie — Her  Trial  and 
Execution-^ Perfecution  of  the  Briffbtines — AJJaffina- 
tion  of  Marat  by  Charlotte  Corday — Her  Execution — 
ExceJJive  Honours  paid  to  him — Further  Proceedings 
of  the  fugitive  Erijfotines — Their  Difperfion  and  Fate 
— Proceedings  againji  thofe  confined  in  Paris — Their 
Trial — Condemnation — And  Execution — Trial  and 
Execution  of  Egalite — Of  Rabaud  St.  Etienne — Ma- 
c  c  2  nue 
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nueland  others — Le  Brun  executed — Clavier e  and  his 
Wife  kill  themfefaes— Madame  Roland  imprifoned  and 
executed— Her  Hujband  commits  Suicide — -Execution 
of  Barnave  and  Bailly. 

«^-H*  XJj  *  **E  victory  over  the  Briflbtines,  if  attended  with 
I7y3,  abundant  motives  of  exultation,  was  not  without  many 
circumftances  of  alloy.  The  armies,  of  which  there 
were  ten,  were  infected  with  the  fpirit  of  infubordi- 
nation  and  licentioufnefs ;  hofts  of  women  followed 
the  camps,  and  their  wants  were  multiplied,  while 
their  powers  of  enduring  or  relieving  them  were  daily 
decreafmg.  The  convention  iflued  decrees,  compel- 
ling the  women  to  quit  the  armies,  and  adopted  mea- 
fures  for  recruiting  and  fupplying  the  troops ;  but  thefe 
were  not  put  into  their  utmofl  activity  till  the  powers 
of  government  became  more  confirmed,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  allies  in  every  quarter  fanctioned  meafures, 
however  violent,  tending  to  repel  them. 

The  united  armies  of  the  North  and.  Ardennes  were 
thrown  into  confufion  and  difmay  by  the  defection 
9/  Dumouriez,  in  confequence  of  which  numerous 
defertions  enfued.  Dampierre  fucceeded  him;  feve- 
ral  proclamations  were  iflued,  inculpating  or  juftifying 
the  arreft  of  the  commiflioners  ;  and  the  convention 
directed  one  very  ftrongly  qompofed  againft  the  trea- 
fon  of  Dumouriez,  and  the  injuftice,  as  well  as  im- 
policy, of  which  the  allies  were  guilty  in  protecting 
him,  and  taking  into,  cuftody  the  commiflioners  of  the 

convention. 
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convention.    Meanwhile  the  allies  were  preparing,  ac-  CH.  XI. 
cording  to  a  plan  arranged  at  Antwerp,  for  the  inva-    ^793. 
fion  of  France,  but  their  rapid  progrefs  through  Flan* 
ders  rendered  fome  delay  neceffary.     They  now  oc- 
cupied the  ftrong  poft  of  Maulde,  formed 
the  blockade  of  Conde*,  and  prepared  to 
befiege  Valenciennes ;  while  the  French  made  every 
exertion  for  refiftance,  and  pafled  many  de. 

r        r          i     •  L     •  •  •  L    f          j      9^  April. 

crees  for  fupplying  their  armies  with  Ipeed 
proportioned  to  the  exigency. 

Dampierre  was  encamped  near  Bouchain,  but  the 
allies,  having  declared  the  truce  terminated,  intercept- 
ed all  intercourfe  with  Conde  and  Quefnoy  ;  feveral 
fkirmifhes  enfued  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  thefe 
communications,  in  which  the  French  were  conftant- 
ly  worfted,  and  compelled,  at  length,  to  retreat  un- 
der the  walls  of  Valenciennes.  One  of  thefe  attacks 

was  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  abbaye 

f    /     8th  May. 
de   Vigogne,   on  the  intrenchments  of   St. 

Amand,  in  which  the  French  were  defeated  with 
great  lofs,  and  general  Dampierre  received  a  mortal 
wound  *.  In  this  affair  the  Englifh  troops,  under  the 
duke  of  York,  fecond  fon  of  George  III.  and  a  fa- 
vourite pupil  of  the  illuftrious  Frederick  king  of 
Pruflia,  made  their  firft  eiTay  in  the  field,  and  their 
gallant  behaviour  was  highly  extolled  by  all  the 
allies. 

r 

*  He  was  buried  in  the  camp  of  Famars,  and  a  monument,  with 
fuitable  infcriptions,  ere&ed  to  his  memory. 

On 
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On  the. death  of  Dampierre,  Cuftine  was  called 
from  the  army  of  the  Rhine  to  fucceed  him,  and  g;  eat 
hopes  were  entertained  from  his  experience  and  love 
of  difcipline,  though  the  furious  members  of  the  ja^ 
cobin  party  damped  thefe  expectations  by  their  accuk 
tomed  means  of  libels  and  declamations,  Be- 

23d. 

fore  his  arrival,  the  allies  had,  by  a  judicioufly 
combined  movement,  expelled  the  French  from  their 
ftrong  camp  of  Famars,  which  was  carried  by  main 
force,  and  under  numerous  difadvantages ;  the  action 
was  extremely  hot,  and  the  valour  of  the  Britifh  troops 
was  again  the  theme  of  defei  ved  commendation,  no 
lefs  than  the  generofity  of  all  the  allies,  in  refpe&ing 
the  monument  to  the  memory  of  Dampierre.  The 
French  now  retreated,  leaving  Conde  and  Valenci- 
ennes to  their  fate,  and  confoling  themfelves  with  a 
flight  advantage  gained  over  the  Dutch  troops, 
who,  advancing  from  their  camp  at  Menin, 
were  fuccefsfully  encountered  near  Bourheck,  Boucq, 
and  Turcoing. 

The  fiege   of  Valenciennes    and    inveftment    of 

• 

Conde   being   regularly   formed,   numerous   fallies, 

Ikirmimes,    and  affairs   of  pofts,   enfued  ; 
1ft  Tune. 

the  moft  diftinguifhed   of  which   was  the 

furprife  of  Furnes,  by  five  thoufand  French,  who, 
after  compelling  twelve  hundred  Dutch  to  retreat, 
though  in  good  order,  and  with  all  their  artillery, 
plundered  the  town,  and  carried  off  the  magiflracy 

as 
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as  hoftages  for  a  contribution.     The  Dutch 
were  revenged  for  this  difgrace,  by  furround- 
ing  a  body  of  French  near  Ypres,  in  which  they 
finally  fucceeded,  though  in  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
gagement the  Prince  de  Waldeck  received  a  mortal 
wound. 

In  defence  of  Conde,  the  French  cut  the  dykes, 
but  the  engineers  of  the  befieging  army  prevented  the 
expected  effects  of  inundation.  The  blockade  was 
rigoroufly  maintained,  and  the  garrifon,  being  reduced 

to  the  utmoft  difficulties  for   food,  devour- 

,  .         ,.  loth 

mg  even  carrion,  and  many  noxious  aliments,    juiya 

called  a  council  of  war,  and,  after  fome  nego- 
tiation, furrendered  the  town  to  the  imperial 
troops  under  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg :  the  garrifon 
yielded  themfelves  prifoners  of  war  ;  the  officers  were 
allowed  their  parole,  and  permitted  to  retain  their 
fwords. 

General  Ferrand,  who  commanded  at  Valenci- 
ennes, when  fummoned  by  the  duke  of  York,  an- 
fwered,  "  That  rather  than  capitulate,  he  would  bury 
himfelf  under  the  ruins  of  the  works."  The  batte- 
ries having  reduced  the  principal  parts  of  the  town  to 
afhes,  the  inhabitants  befought  the  general  to  furren- 

der,  but  he  told  them  in  a  proclamation, 
,       ,  .    .  21ft  Tune, 

that  he  would  not  at  their  requelt  betray 

the  nation,  and  carry  his  own  head  to  the  fcaffold  ; 
and  threatened,  on  the  lead  appearance  of  tumult,  to 
vefort  to  the  extremes  of  military  rigour.  The  fall  of 

Conde 
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CH.  XI.  Conde  having  enabled  the  allies  to  direft  a  greater 
17S'3.  portion  of  their  force  againft  Valenciennes,  they  car- 
ried on  their  operations  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that 
half  the  garrifon  had  perifhed,  the  artillery  was  dif- 
mounted,  the  fortifications  deftroyed,  and  breaches 
made  in  the  wall  of  fufficient  magnitude  to  admit  the 
paftage  even  of  cavalry.  The  mines  were  fprung 
with  fuccefs,  and  the  duke  of  York,  attacking  the 

horn-work,   made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
25th  July.        . 

mines  or  the  belieged,  and  diicovenng  a 

fubterraneous  paflage,  made  a  fecure  lodgment  in  the 
works.  To  prevent  unneceflary  erFufion  of  blood, 
the  Britifh  commander  again  fummoned  the  general 
and  the  municipality  j  terms  of  capitulation 
were  at  length  arranged  j  the  garrifon  were 
permitted  to  return  to  France,  on  condition  of  not 
ferving  againft  the  emperor  or  his  allies  till  exchanged; 
and  pofleffion  was  taken  of  the  town  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  whofe  arms  were  immediately  fubfti- 
tuted  for  thofe  of  the  Republic. 

The  intelligence  of  this  event  occasioned  great 
confternation  at  Paris,  where  grofs  calumnies  were 
invented  againft  the  Englifh ;  a  forged  correfpondence 
was  produced,  pretended  to  have  been  found  in  an 
enfign's  port-folio,  and  decrees  iffued,  tending  to  theop- 
preflion  and  imprifonment  of  all  fubje&s  of  George  III. 
whom  an  indifcreet  curiofity,  or  an  abfurd  hope  of 
enjoying  fuperior  liberty,  had  tempted  to  refide  in 
France. 

During 
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During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  prince  CH  XL 
Hohenloe,   and   general  Wurmfer,    were  befieging    j^"" 
Landau  and  Mentz.     Before  he  quitted  the  army  of 
the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  Cuftine  had  adopted  vigorous 
and  judicious   meafures   for  defending  thefe  places, 
having  taken  a  pofition  at  Weifiemberg,  which  was 
generally  acknowledged  to  be  a  matter-  piece  of  mili- 
tary (kill :  and  his  laft  ad  of  command  was 

!7thMay. 
a  fpirited   though  unfuccefsful  attack  on  all 

the  pofts  of  the  invaders.  Houchard  fucceeded 
Cuftine,  though  avowedly  incompetent  to  the  com- 
mand, which  was  therefore  again  divided,  , 

'   12th  June, 
the   army  of  the  Mofelle  being  given  to 

Alexander  Beauharnois,    while  Houchard   retained 
that  of  the  Rhine.     The  French  made  a  fuccefsful 
attack  on  general  Schrceder,  and  plundered          . 
the  town  of  Arlon  ;   Beauharnois  too  ob- 
tained fome  flight  fuccefies,  when  the  Pruflians  finding 
they  could  make  no  effectual  impreflion  on  Landau, 
converted  the  fiege  into  a  blockade. 

Mentz  was  attacked  with  more  fuccefs :  the 

•1AT 

trenches  were  opened  under  the  infpe&ion  of 
the  king  of  Pruflia.  The  approaches  were  delayed  not 
only  by  fallies  from  the  befieged  garrifon,  but  froHp 
thofe  of  Koftheim  and  Albanus.  The  operations  were, 
however,  continued,  and  the  bombardment  deflroyed 
the  church  of  Notre  Dame,  and  many  principal  build- 
ings j  the  fortifications  were  fet  on  fire,  the.  redoubt 

of 
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CH.  XI.  of  Zahlback  furprifed,  the  poft  of  Koftheim 

« — v — » 7th  July,  ;       r. 

1793.  taken,  and  at  length,  after  living  two  months 

under  an  arch  of  fire,  the  governor  was  compelled  to 
capitulate.  The  terms  were  remarkably  moderate,  the 

garrifon  being  allowed  to  retire  into  France 
22d  July.     6 

with  the  honours  of  war,  their  colours,  arms, 

and  baggage,  on  condition  of  not  ferving  againft  the 
king  of  Prufiia,  or  his  allies,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year. 
The  convention,  purfuing  their  ufual  courfe,  threw 
into  prifon  the  commander  at  Mentz,  and  all  his  ftaff, 
together  with  general  Cuftine,  though  he  had  been 
long  removed  from  the  army ;  they  were  all,  how- 
ever, liberated,  except  Cuftine  *. 

Spain  reluctantly  engaged  in  hoftilities  with  France, 
though  urged  by  every  motive  of  policy,  and  every 
confideration  of  family  alliance.  The  infults  offered 
by  tHe  convention  to  his  moft  catholic  majefty  on  his 
interceflion  for  Louis  XVI.,  arid  all  the  violence  adopt- 
ed by  that  body,  excited  but  tardy  refentment,  attend, 
ed  with  a  conftant  dread  that  the  neutrality  of  Eng- 
land would  be  more  prejudicial  to  Spain  than  the  en- 
croachment of  France.  The  national  convention  firft 

declared  hoftilities,   though   evidently  un- 
7th  March.  &   _,  / 

prepared  for  the  contelt.     The  natives  of 

France  were  in  confequence  expelled  from  Spain,  and 
their  property  fequeftered ;  armies,  were 
equipped  on  the  frontier,  and  fleets  were 

*  The  events  are  principally  derived  from  the  Moniteur  and  the 
London  Gazette. 

prepared 
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prepared  aj  Ferrol,    Carthagena,  and  Cadiz.     The  CH.  XI. 

Mt  ^— — Y— — ^ 

convention  decreed  the  levy  of  a  hundred  thoufand    1793. 
men  to  defend  the  frontier  from  Bayonne  to  Perpig- 
nan,  but  fuch  a  force  could  not  be  fuddenly  obtained, 

and  they   commenced,    in  an  unprepared 

V  20th  April. 

itate,  a  campaign  in  two  branches,  called 

thofe  of  the  eailern  and  weftern  Pyrenees. 

On  the  eaft  fide,  Don  Ricardos,  the  Spanifh  gene- 
ral, with  twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand 
horle,  fweeping  before  him  the  flight  obftacles  raifed 
by  generals  Vilotte  and  Gauthier,  entered  the  French 
territory,  and  laid  fiege  to  Perpignan.  The  French 
changed  and  fuperfeded  their  generals,  without  alter- 
ing their  fortune ;  while  Ricardos  captured  St.  Lau- 
rent, which  opened  a  communication  by  fea  with  Sar- 
dinia ;  and  Bellegarde,  which  fell  after  a 
bombardment  of  thirty-four  days,  placed  Per- 
pignan itfelf  in  the  moft  imminent  danger. 

On  the  weftern  fide,  the  French  directed  their  chief 
efforts  to  the  defence  of  the  vallies  of  Ofiau  and  Afpe, 
though  no  confiderable  hoflilities  took  place  at  thofe 
points.       About    four    hundred    national 
guards  injudicioufly  pofted  at  La  Gaze  de 
Broffet,  in  the  vale  of  OiTaU,  were  furrounded  and 
cut  to  pieces,  and  the  Spaniards  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Roncal  and  Salazar,  after  fome  flight  fkirmiihes, 
burnt  the  village  of  St.  Engrace. 

Great  exertions  were  made  to  defend  the  paflages, 

by 


386  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  XI.  by  St.  Jean  Pic  de  Port.     The  French  army, 

' v '    March 

1793.  '  commanded  by  Duverger,  and  in  fubordina- 

tion  to  him  by  Remier  and  Lagenetierre,  amounted 
to  eight  thoufand  men.    The  left  divifion  of  this  army 
was  not  yet  arrived  ;  the  right  was  divided  into  three 
camps ;  the  firft  placed  near  the  village  of  Hendaye, 
whence  it  annoyed  the  mores  of  the  Bidaflba,  having 
on  its  right  the  fort  of  Hendaye,  in  front  a  height 
xvhich  bore  the  name  of  Le  Cafe  Republican,  and  on 
the  left  the  mountain  called  after  Louis  XIV.,  with  a 
battery  of  fix  large  cannon.     A  fecdnd  camp  was  at 
Jolimont,  and  a  third  at  Sare,  oppofite  to  the  Spanifh 
village  of  Zugurramurdy.     The  Spaniards  pofifefled  all 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  thirty  thoufand  men, 
with  a  numerous  artillery,  were  affembled  under  don 
Ventura  Caro.     Though  this  general  had  received 
orders  to  remain  ftriclly  on  the  defenfive,  he  refolved 
to  profit  by  the  injudicious  pofition  of  the  enemy,  and 
therefore   deftroyed    the    battery   on    the 
mountain  of  Louis  XIV.,  made  a  fpirited  at- 
tack on  Hendaye,  and,  repaflmg  the  Bidaflba,  regain- 
ed his  former  pofition  without  lofs. 

Duverger  was  immediately  removed  from  the  com- 
mand, and  fent  under  arreft  to  Paris ;  Dartigoyte, 

who  fucceeded  him,  ad  interim,   plunder- 
30th  April. 

ed  and  burnt  Zugurramurdy ;  but  on  the 

morrow  the  Spaniards  were  avenged  by  ftorming  and 
burning  the  camp  of  Sare,  which  the  French  eva- 
cuated 
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cuated  with  precipitation.     Servan,  the  ex-  CH.  XL 

•    .«.  /     •         u  2dMay.     * 

minuter,  now  afiummg  the  command,  eva- 

cuated  Hendaye  and  Jolimont,  and  formed  a  camp  at 
Bidart.  He  employed  his  time  in  perfecting  difcipline, 
and,  when  enabled  by  reinforcements,  judicioufly  ex- 
tended his  pofitions,  drawing  by  degrees  his  main 
force  from  Bidart  to  the  heights  of  Bourdagain,  Can- 
tarabita,   the  ftrait  of  Oletta,  and  Urrugne. 
On  the  fide  of  St.  Jean  Pie  de  Port,  the 
Spaniards  were  repulfed  in  feveral  attacks, 
and  the  French  pillaged  the  village  of  LufTaide.     The 
force  of  the  French  in  this  quarter  was  augmented  by 
an  independent  company  of  troops  called  du  Louvre, 
and  by  ten  companies  of  Bifcayan  chafiears,  a  body  of 
men  remarkable  for  intrepid  courage  and  daring  ac- 
tivity, the  deteftation  and  terror  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  French  had,  however,  in  their  ufual  injudicious 
manner,  fcattered  their  force  to  maintain  a  great  num- 
ber of  pofitions  ;  the  Spaniards,  after  feve- 

;          r  r   i 

ral  unfuccelstul  attempts,  compelled  them 
to  evacuate  the  Aldudes,  and  fubfequently  all  the 
ftraits  of  the  mountain,  took  their  camp  at  Chateau 
Pignon,  and  pent  them  up  in  St.  Jean  Pie  de 
Port,  whence  general  Dubouquet,  who  com- 
manded,  would  not  lead  them  to  any  diftant  enter- 
prife,  but  employed  his  time  in  teaching  them  mili- 
tary ta&ics,  and  flrengthening  his  pofition  *. 

The 

*  The  account  of  the  campaign  in  the  eaftern  Pyrenees  is  col- 
lected from  the  Moniteur,  and  periodical  publications  j  that  in  tbe 

weftern 
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Ga.  XI.  The  armies  of  the  Alps  and  Italy  performed  in  this 
period  no  confpicuous  exploits.  Kellerman,  who  at 
firft  commanded,  was  fuperfeded  by  Brunet.  A  Spa- 

nifh  fleet  approaching,  which  was  expected 
8th  June.  .  .     .     _..    ,  .    .  . 

to  co-operate  with  the  Piedmontefe  in  expel- 
ling the  French  from  the  county  of  Nice,  Brunet 
gained  poffefTion  of  feveral  heights,  but  failed  in  all 
his  attempts  to  pofiefs  himfelf  ofRaous,  againft  which 

his  principal  efforts  were  directed.  In  his 
29th  June  ^econ^  and  third  affaults  on  this  point,  and 

that  of  Authion,  he  was  driven  into  the 
vallies  with  great  lofs,  and  purfued  by  the  victorious 
Sardinians  to  his  intrenchments  *. 

The  remaining  armies  of  the  republic  were  employ- 
ed in  oppofing  the  infurrections  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  a  tafk  which  they  could  not  effect  with- 
out large  draughts  from  the  armies  of  the  Alps  and 
Italy.  Before  the  flight  of  the  Biiffbtines,  many  in- 
dications of  revolt  had  appeared  in  feveral  depart- 
ments ;  and  it  was  not  doubted,  that  the  prefence  of 
thefe  deputies  would  extend  the  flame,  and  direct  its 
operations  againft  the  capital.  Ain  and  Marseilles 
had  prefented  ftrenuous  complaints  againft  the  courfe 
of  proceedings ;  the  people  of  Lyons,  irritated  by  the 
jacobin  miffionaries,  who  plundered  and  infulted  them 
without  remorfe,  had  rifen  in  arms,  and  refcued  them- 

weftern  Pyrenees  from  M6moires  fur  la  derniere  Guerre  entre  la 
France  et  i'Efpagne,  par  le  Citayen  B  *  *  *. 
*  From  the  Moniteur  and  periodical  woiks. 

felves 
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felves  from  their  oppreflbrs ;  Orleans  had  been  fimi-  CH.  XI. 
larly  ftimulated  into  opposition,  though  flill  unequal 
to  the  talk  of  refiftance ;  Nantes  and  Amiens  had  made 
ftrenuous  declarations  in  favour  of  the  Briflbtines ; 
Bourdeaux,  the  capital  of  the  Gironde,  profeffed  warm 
adherence  to  their  caufe,  and  feveral  neighbouring 
departments  were  known  to  favour  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  *. 

Thefe  efforts  were,  however,  of  fmall  import,  com- 
pared to  the  infurreclion  commonly  called  the  War 
of  La  Vendee,  though  its  feat  was  not  confined  to 
the  department  properly  called  by  that  name,  but 
extended  over  thofe  of  Les  deux  Sevres,  La  Loire  in- 
ferieure,  Mayenne,  and  Mayne  et  Loire.  It  exhibit- 
ed the  unufual  and  interefling  fight  of  peaceable,  re- 
ligious people,  animated  by  their  love  for  the  altar 
and  the  throne,  braving  every  danger,  and  encoun- 
tering every  difficulty,  to  retain  to  themfelves  the 
rights  of  worfhip,  and  the  freedom  of  acknowledging 
no  other  lords  than  thofe  who  had  fo  long  contributed 
to  their  happinefs,  and  towards  whom  they  felt  an 
undiminifhed  attachment.  The  firft  decrees  of  the 
conflituent  aflembly  againft  nobles  and  priefts  had 
excited  the  indignation  of  thefe  virtuous  people ;  they 
were  further  irritated  by  the  intolerance  of  the  demo- 
crats, and  prepared  for  refiftance  to  oppreflion,  and 
for  fupporting  the  rights  of  their  fovereign^  and  the 

*  Moniteur  j  Journals  of  the  Convention  ;  and  Prud'homme, 
val.  \ ,  pajjm. 

nobilitv. 
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CH.  XI.  nobility.  At  the  period  of  the  king's  flight,  they  pre- 
pared  to  tender  their  afliftance,  but  his  arreft  fruftrat- 
ed  their  zealous  intentions.  Their  difcontents  were 
inflamed  by  the  persecution  of  the  non-juring  clergy, 
to  whom  they  conftantly  afforded  fhelter  and  aflift- 
ance, refufing  to  admit  or  communicate  with  thofe 
who  took  the  oaths.  The  national  affembly  had 
placed  Dumouriez  at  Fontenaye-le-comte,  afterwards 
Fontenay-le-peuple,  as  military  commandant,  and 
Genfonne  and  Gailois  were  deputed  as  rommhTion- 
ers  to  collect  information;  the  refult  of  their  joint 
opinion  was,  that  the  people  might  eafily  be  kept  in 
tranquillity,  by  a  fmall  mare  of  moderation  *. 

The  leffon  of  moderation  was  not  to  be  taught  to 
the  legiflative  afiembly,  of  which  Genfonne  was  re- 
turned a  member  ;  and  the  repeated  perfecutions  of 
the  priefts,  and  the  murder  of  Louis  XVI.  impelled 
the  quiet  induftrious  inhabitants  of  thefe  regions  to 
commence  one  of  the  moft  bloody  and  obftinate  civil 

wars  ever  recorded.     Armed  at  firft  only 
10th  March.      .          .       r    .        _  ."''»'• 

with  pitcnrorks,  itaves,  and  implements 

of  hufbandry,  they  attacked  the  municipality,  reco- 
vered the  arms  of  which  they  had  been  deprived,  and, 
difplaying  the  white  flag,  declared  themfelves  a  royal 
and  catholic  army. 

Their  firft  fuccefles  furpafled  all  expe&ation  ;  with 
incredible  rapidity  they  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
Machecoul,  Lege,  Cliflbn,  Montaigu,  St.  Fulgent, 

*  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  II.  p.  144. 

Les 
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Les  Herbiers,  Mortagne,  TifFanges,  Beaupreau,  St.  Cn.XI. 
Florent,  Chalonnes,  Chollet,  Maulevrier,  Chatillon,  1793^ 
and  various  other  towns.  In  all  thefe  places  they  ob- 
tained great  numbers  of  recruits  j  and,  what  was  of 
equal  importance,  arms  and  ammunition.  Having 
divided  their  force  into  feveral  bodies  of  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand  men,  they  made  fuccefsful  attacks  in  various 
points,  and  were  joined  by  great  reinforcements  of 
priefts,  nobles,  mal-contents  of  every  clafs,  French 
and  foreign  deferters,  gamekeepers,  fmugglers,  and 
great  numbers  of  fervants  left  without  employ  by  the 
emigration  of  their  mafters ;  in  moit,  by  all  whom 
principle  or  lack  of  advancement  rendered  diflktisfied 
with  the  revolution. 

The  convention,  deceived  by  falfe  reports,  treated 
them  at  firft  as  a  handful  of  brigands;  but  repeated  in- 
telligence of  their  fuccefles,  which  extended  even  to 
feveral  flrong  and  populous  cities,  altered  that  rafh 
opinion,  efpecially  when,  after  a  long  feries  of  victo- 
ries, Fontenay,  the  capital  of  La  Vendee,  fell  into 
their  hands  *. 

Such  was  the  ftate  .of  thefe  departments,  when  the 
Mountain  triumphed  over  their  opponents.  Though 
BrifTot  was  arrefted,  and  the  other  deputies  who  had 
been  placed  under  a  guard  in  their  own  houfes  were 
fent  to  prifon,  feveral  ftill  remained  concealed  in  the 
city  and  fuburbs.  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Gorfas,  Lou- 
vet,  Guadet,  Petion,  Salle,  Cufly,  Lefage,  Bergoing, 

*  Journals  -,  Hiftoire  de  la  Guerre  de  la  Vendee,  par  Tfurreau. 

VOL.  i.  D  D  Girouft, 
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.Cn.  XI.  Girouft,  Meillant,  Girey-Dupre,  Riouffe,  Lanjuinais, 
1793.  Valadi,  Lariviere,  Duchatel,  Kervelegan,  and  Molle~ 
vant,  repaired  to  Caen,  where  general  Felix  Wimpfen 
commanded  the  army  of  the  coafts  of  the  Channel, 
and  was  fecretly  labouring  for  the  reftoration  of 
royalty.  The  fugitives  were,  however,  rather  bent 
on  reftoring  their  own  influence  than  any  general 
view  or  fyftem  of  conduct,  and  commenced  a  feries  of 
intrigues  againft  Wimpfen,  who  regarded  them  with 
fufpicion  and  diflrufl.  When,  therefore,  a  body  of 
eighteen  hundred  men,  raifed  by  the  convention,  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  Vernon,  Wimpfen  took  no  mea- 
fures  to  furprife  them,  but  fuffered  an  expedition, 
apparently  framed  for  that  purpofe,  to  mifcarry,  for- 
tified himfelf  in  Caen,  and  propofed  opening  a  com- 
munication with  England ;  while  the  ruling  party,  no 
longer  apprehending  any  danger  from  his  efforts,  out- 
lawed and  depofed  him  from  his  command,  although 
they  coul-d  not  yet  put  the  decrees  againfl  him  in  exe- 
cution for  want  of  fufficient  forces  *. 

Meanwhile  the  insurgents  of  La  Vendee  were  pur- 
fuing  their  advantages.  Having  captured  Thouars, 
they  evacuated  Fontenay,  and  preffed  towards  Sau- 
mur ;  at  Doue  they  defeated  general  Ligonier,  who 

was  then  difplaced,  and  Menou  appointed  his 
Qtb  June. 

iucceflor,  who,  with  no  greater  judgment  or 

fuccefs,  vainly  endeavoured  to  defend  Saumur.    The 

*  See  Louvet's  Narrative,  where  thefe  tranfa<£lions  are  related 
at  length. 

infurgents 
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mfurgents  then  crofled  the  Loire,  took  Angers,  threa-  CH. 
tened  Tours  and  Mans,  and  laid  fiege  to  Nantes.   The 
convention,  alarmed  at  thefe  rapid  conquefts,  ufed 
every  exertion  to  reinforce  their  armies,  and  the  Ven- 
deans  were  difappointed  in  not  being  joined  by  many 
recruits  on  this  fide  the  Loire.     They  were 
repulfed  in  their  attack  on  Nantes,  though  a 
place  of  no   great  ftrength,  and  general   Canclaux 
gained  great  honour  by  his  judicious  conduct  of  the 
defence. 

General  Biron  was  now  called  from  the  army  of 
Italy,  to  head  the  war  againft  the  infurgents  of  La 
Vendee :  feeking  to  fignalife  himfelf  by  rapid 
conquefls,  he  furprifed  the  chateau  of  Lef- 
cure,  one  of  the  royalifl  leaders,  at  Parthenay ;  he 
then  captured  the  town  of  Amaillon,  which  he  per- 
mitted his  troops  to  plunder,  and  reduced  that  and 
the  chateau  de  Lefcure   to  afhes.     Wefler- 
mann,  the  fecond  in  command,  made  fimilar 
ravages  at  Breffuire,.  and  burnt  the  chateau  of  Laroche 
Jaquelin,  another  chief  of  the  infurgents  ;  promifmg 
to  capture  the  towns  of  Chatillon  and  Chollet,  and 
finally  to  exterminate  the  rebels.     He  fucceeded  in- 
deed in  taking  Chatillon,  but  was  furrounded  by  the 
infurgents,  his   infantry   cut  to   pieces,  his   artillery 
taken,  and  himfelf  efcaped  with  great  difficulty,    at- 
tended by  his  cavalry.     The  republican  generals  now 
meditated  a  general  attack  on  the  infurgents,  entered 
La  Vendee  by  the  bridges  of  C6,  and  encamped  at 
D  D  a  Martign£ 
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CH.  XL  Martigne  Briand.     Here  they  were  attacked  by  forty 

1703  thoufand  men,  whom,  however,   they  re- 

]  5th  J ul}'. 

pulled,  but  immediately  began  a  retreat  to- 
wards MontaigUi  In  their  march  they  were  conftant- 
ly  harafied  by  large  parties,  and,  when  fatigued  with 
three  days*  progrefs,  attacked  by  fifty  thoufand 
men,  who  routed  and  drove  them  in  difor- 
der  acrofs  the  country  in  every  direction ;  fo  great  was 
the  panic,  that  even  arms,  knapfaeks,  and  accoutre- 
ments, were  thrown  away  as  impediments  to  fpeed  : 
fome  fled  into  almoft  all  the  neighbouring  towns,  and 
fome  even  to  Paris  j  fo  that  their  generals  attempting, 
three  days  after  the  engagement,  to  make  a  mufter  at 
Chinon,  could  find  only  four  thoufand  men. 

White  the  main  body  of  the  rpyal  and  catholic 
army  was  thus  engaged,  that  of  the  Lower  Poitour 
commanded  by  Charrette,  occupied  the  whole  coun- 
try which  feparates  Nantes  from  the  Sables,  Many 
petty  fkirmifhes  took  place,  in  which  fuccefs  was  di- 
vided ;  but  when  Canclaux  had  faved  Nantes,  he  m> 
longer  fuffered  his  army  to  wafte  their  ftrength  in  fmall 
expeditions,  but  contented  himfelf  with  preferving  and 
fortifying  his  petitions-.  The  affairs  of  the  infurgents- 
were  now  in  their  higheft  flate  of  profperity :  their 
chiefs  iffued  a  wife  and  moderate  proclamation,  in  the 
name  of  Louis  XVII. ;  many  emigrants-  quitted  the 
frontiers  of  Holland  and  Germany  to  join  the  de- 
fenders of  the  altar  and  throne,  and  many  more  were 
waiting  to  join  them_  at  Jerfcy  and  Guernfey  j  their 

partifans 
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partifans  grew  daily  more  numerous,  and  encouraged  CH«  Xt 
the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  ultimate  fuccefs  *.  1793. 

Not  lefs  inauspicious  was  the  afpeft  of  affairs  at 
Lyons ;  the  convention  oppofed  the  late  tranfactions 
by  decrees,  and  fent  Albitte  and  Diibois  Crance  as 
miflionaries  of  authority  and  vengeance  ;  but  ChafTey 
and  Biroteau,  two  of  the  fugitive  members,  excited 
the  people  to  arms  by  a  proclamation.  Thefe  treacher- 
ous  and  foolim  agents,  inftead  of  making  this  great 
city  the  centre  of    oppofition,    and   rallying    their- 
ftrength  around  them,  precipitately  fled,  leaving  the 
deluded  Lyonefe  to  their  fate.     The  people  were  not, 
however,    difcouraged ;    they  ^convoked   the    j ,  , 
national  guards  in  their  arrondtffement  -to  cele- 
brate  a  Lyonnefe  confederation,  and  fentenc- 
•ed  to  death  Challier,  one  of  their  principal  perfecu- 
tors,    and   Riaud,  who  had  commanded  a  military- 
force  againft  them.     They  eftablifhed  a  committee  of 
public  fafety,  raifed  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men, 
which  was  commanded  by  Precy,  an  old  difbanded 
officer,  and  iflued  a  paper  currency  for  their  own  de-  ^ 
partment.     In  all  thefe  proceedings,  however,  they 
profefled  themfelves  flri&ly  republican,  and  made  no 
declaration  in  favour  of  the  throne. 

The  people  of  Marfeilles  alfo  renounced  the  autho- 
rity of  the  convention,  forcibly  fhut  up  the  jacobin 
club,  and  raifed  a  military  body  ;  feveral  neighbour- 
ing towns  efpoufed  their  caufe,  the  co-operation  of 
*  Journals  j  Turreau. 

more 
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CH<  XI.  more  was  expected,  and  fchemes  were  agitated  for 
1793.    organifmg  a  force  to  march  to  Paris.     This  infurrec-' 
25th    tion  was,  however,  foon  fubdued  by  general 
Auguft.  Carteaux,  who,  by  intrigue  rather  than  force, 
obtained  admiflion  into  the  city,  and  fuperfeded  all 
authorities  except  that  of  the  convention*. 

At  this  period  lord  Hood,  who  had  been  difpatch- 
cd  with  a  powerful  fleet  from  England,  appeared  off 
Marfeilles,  but  too  late  to  prevent  the  furrender.    lie 
then  repaired  to  Toulon,    where  negotiations  were 
opened  for  putting  the  port,  town,  and  fleet,  under 
23d     his  protection  :  the  Britifh  admiral  conciliated 
Auguft.  the  inhabitants  by  feveral  judicious  proclama- 
tions, propofmg,  as  his  ultimate  aim,  the  refloration 
of  royalty  ;  and  he  fent  on  more  Mr.  Cook,  a  lieute- 
nant in  the  fleet,  to  arrange  all  points  by  perfonal  con- 
ference.    Lord  Hood  was  reinforced   by  a 

o  **v» 

Spanifhfquadron  under  rear-admiral  Gravina  ; 
and  Langara,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet,  afterwards  joined  him.  The  fe&ions  at  length 
determined  on  acceding  to  his  proportions,  proclaim- 
ed Louis  XVII.  and  fwore  no  longer  to  endure  the 
defpotifm  of  the  tyrants  who  governed  France.  Ad- 
miral St.  Julien,  being  a  flrenuous  republican,  was 
allowed  four  difarmed  fhips  of  the  line  to  tranfport 
himfelf  and  fo  many  of  his,  crew  as  would  not  fwear 
the  oath  of  adherence  to  royalty  to  other  ports  j  ancl 

*  Journals ;  Prud'homme,  vol.  V. 

lord 
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lord  Hood,  taking  peaceable  pofTeffion,  iffued 
another  proclamation,  declaring  that  he  held 
Toulon  only  in  truft  for  Louis  XVIL     The  conven- 
tion heard  the  event  with  furprife  and   indignation, 
and  endeavoured,  by  additional  untruths,  and  by  vio- 
lent proclamations,  to  exafperate  the  people  againft 
the  Englifh  nation  *. 

While  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the 
French  were  equally  expofed  to  injury  and  lofs  in  their 
colonies.     The  infurre&ions  of  the  negroes  had  done 
great  injury  to  their  Weft-India  iflands,  and  compel- 
led moft  of  the  planters  to  emigrate.  A  Bri-  mh  A  ril 
tifh  force  from  St.    Kitt's  and  Barbadoes 
took   Tobago ;    St.   Pierre  and   Miquelon 
were  captured  by  brigadier-general  Ogilvie ;  an  expe- 
dition againft  Martinique  was  unfuccefsful,  but  a  part 
of  the  valuable  colony  of  St.  Domingo  was  furrender- 
ed  by  the   royalifts  to  the  troops  of  Great  Britain. 
Guadaloupe  and  the  other  iflands  were  a  prey  to  the 
fury  of  the  people  of  colour* 

Intelligence  of  hoftilities  being  fpeedily  Con-   June, 
veyed   to  India,    an  expedition  was  under-    29(J 
taken  againft  Pondicherry,  which,  after  fome  Auguft. 
refiftance,  furrendered  to  colonel  Braithwaite.  Chan- 
dernagore,  with  the  other  French  factories  in  Bengal, 
Karical,    Yanam,    and  Fort   Mahe,   were  alfo  cap- 
tured,  and  the   French   were  thus  deprived   of  all 

h 

*  Journals  ;  Rofe's  Naval  Hiftory  of  the  War. 

their 
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CH>  XI-  their  poflfeflions  in  Bengal,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
1793,    labar  *. 

While  the  arms  of  the  republic  were  thus  generally 
unfuccefsful,  the  legiflature  was  not  unmindful  of  the 
great  duty  of  framing  a  conftitution  ;  even  during  the 
late  ardent  contentions  it  had  been  a  frequent  fub- 

iecT:  of  debate,  and  Condorcet  had  produced 
12th  Feb.       ,     .  r    ,       .   , 

a  declaration  or  the  rights  or  man,  which  was 

generally  reprobated  as  too  metaphyfical  for  ufe,  an4 
too  refined  for  general  comprehenfjon.  After  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Briffotines,  all  parties  concurred  in  de-r 
manding  from  the  convention  the  completion  of  the 
new  code  ;  the  friends  of  the  triumphant  party 
hoping  to  limit  the  attention  of  the  public  to  that  ob- 
ject, and  their  enemies  expecting  to  embarrafs  them 
by  a  popular  requifition,  which  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  fulfil  without  creating  new  fchifms,  or  endanger^- 
ing  their  newly  acquired  authority.  The  committee 
of  public  fafety,  however,  fulfilled  the  hopes  of  their 

adherents,    and  difappointed  the  expe&a- 

lOthJune.     .  r    i    •  •         L  j  •  i. 

tions  or  their  enemies,  by  producing,  with 

^ftoniming  fpeed,  a  conftitutional  aft,  which,  after 

fo me  warm  difcuflions,  was  finally  extended 

into  a  complete  republican  code  ;  and,  being 

preceded  by  a  declaration  of  rights,  was  formally  re- 

cognifed  by  the  convention  as  the  future  charter  of 

freedom  for  the  country.     The  acceptance  of  this 

conftitution  by  the  people  in  primary  aflemblies  was 

*  Gazettes. 
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rapid  and  general,  and  gave  great  additional  ftrength  CH.XI. 
to  government,   whofe  agents  were  active  in  exciting    1793. 
alarms  among  the  people  that  attempts  would  be  made 
to  overthrow  the  new  fyftem,  which  was  to  fecure  their 
happinefs  in  all  future  ages. 

Reviewing  the  conftitution  of  1793  with  candour, 
and  allowing  for  the  principle  on  which  it  was  formed, 
that  of  eftabliming  a  republic  with  a  perpetual  vigi- 
lance in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  a  continual  jealoufy 
of  every  eftabiimment  and  influence  tending  to  in- 
croach  on  the  general  freedom,  it  cannot  but  be  al- 
lowed that  the  code  was  liberal,  though  the  firfl 
principles  were  not  wife.  The  declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man  decreed  by  the  conftituent  aflembly  was 
enlarged  and  explained,  and  all  its  abfurdities  ad- 
mitted as  the  bafis  of  the  focial  compact,  but  fome  of 
its  poftulata  were  wife,  liberal,  and  undeniable.  The 
rights  of  citizenfhip,  the  fovereignty  of  the  people, 
and  the  right  of  univerfal  fuffrage,  were  eftablimed  on 
the  wildeft  democratic  principles,  and  the  modes  of 
electing  reprefentatives  were  childifh  and  frivolous. 
The  functions  of  the  legiflative  body  were  compounded 
of  thofe  which  properly  belong  to  a  fenate  and  thofe 
which  ought  ever  to  be  referved  for  an  executive 
power  ;  and  the  legiflative  council  or  committee  of 
twenty-one,  formed  by  the  conftitution  for  carrying  on 
the  general  purpofes  of  government,  was  fettered  by 
too  many  reftrictions,  and  guarded  with  too  much 
jealoufy,  to  act  with  vigour,  fecurity,  or  fafety*-  The 

modes 
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CH.  XI.  modes  of  difpenfing  civil  and  criminal  juftice  appear 
in  every  view  difqualified  for  their  profefied  purpofes, 
forming  neither  popular  nor  legal  tribunals,  but  courts 
wherein  lawyers  could  not  plead  to  advantage,  nor  yet 
could  the  judges  or  juries  decide  on  certain  or  re- 
fpe&able  grounds.  In  general,  however,  the  errors  of 
this  conftitution  Teem  to  have  ai  ifen  from  the  nature 
of  the  fociety  for  which  it  was  formed,  a  new  republic  ; 
and  are  univ'erfally  marked  with  an  eagernefs  to  pre- 
vent the  fetters  of  flavery  from  being  introduced  under 
any  form.  For  this  purpofe  the  army  was  regarded 
with  the  utmoft  jealoufy ;  all  the  French  were  declared 
foldiers ;  there  was  no  generaliflimo ;  all  diftin&ive 
marks  and  fubordination  were  to  ceafe  with  the  aftual 
fervice,  and  no  armed  body  was  allowed  to  deliberate. 
To  all  Frenchmen  the  conftitution  guaranteed  equality, 
liberty,  property,  the  public  debt,  free  exercife  of 
\vorfhip,  a  common  inftru&ion,  public  fuccours,  the 
indefinite  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  right  of  petition,  of 
meeting  in  popular  focieties,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  rights  of  man  *. 

10th  ^ne  day  on  wm'cn  royalty  was  overthrown, 
Auguft.  Was  felefted  for  a  fete  in  honour  of  the  new 
code,  which  was  contrived  by  David  the  painter,  and 
celebrated  with  many  ridiculous  circumftances  by  the 
whole  legiflative  body,  and  all  the  people  in  the 
metropolis.  This  fete  was,  however,  the  only  me- 

*  See  this  conftitution  at  length  in  all  periodical  publications. 
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morial  left  to  France  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch 

nth. 
a  conihtution,  iince  its  operation  was  the  next 

day  decreed  to  be  fufpended  till  all  the  communes  in 
France,  forty-four  thoufand  in  number,  mould  prefent 
a  table  of  their  population  with  remarks,  to  ferve  as 
the  bafis  of  a  new  election.  In  fact,  it  was  judged 
impoflible  to  difiblve  the  convention  in  the  prefent 
juncture,  or  to  expofe  the  public  fafety  to  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  arifing  from  the  intrigues  attending  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  government.  In  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
when  the  powers  of  the  ruling  party  grew  more  con- 
firmed, they  obtained  a  new  decree,  rendering 
the  committee  of  public  fafety  the  poflefTor  or 
arbiter  of  all  the  property  and  perfonal  liberty  in  the 
realm  ;  and  this  extenfive  power  was  granted  without 
even  a  reference  to  the  people  in  primary  afiemblies. 
The  committee  of  public  fafety,  in  which  25^ 
fuch  extenfive  authorities  were  vefled,  was  March. 
created  by  a  recent  decree  of  the  convention  ;  its 
functions  were  by  numerous  edicts  enlarged,  till  at 
length  it  acquired  all  the  authorities  and  patronage 
comprifed  in  every  department.  Its  number,  after 
many  fluctuations,  was  fixed  at  ten ;  the  members 
were  re-eligible  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  fol- 
lowing perfons  formed  the  committee,  and  continued 
in  power  for  a  confiderable  time  :  Barrere,  Billaud  de 
Varennes,  Carnot,  Collot  d'Herbois,  C.  A.  Prieur, 
Robert  Lindet,  Robefpierre,  Couthon,  Saint  Juft,  and 
Jean  Bon  Saint  Andre.  Under  this  government  was 

carried 


402  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  XI.  carried  to  the  utmoft  extent  the  fyftem  appropriately 
called  that  of  terror,  in  which  it  was  propofed  that 
fear  fhould  alone  influence  the  conduct  of  each  indi- 
vidual ;  that  life  fhould  be  always  at  (lake,  and  reward 
never  expected.  The  crime  of  being  fufpcfted,  firft 
denounced  by  the  legiflative  affembly  again  ft  the  emi- 
grants, was  now  applied  to  every  political  act,  and 
even  forbearing  to  act  in  a  political  capacity  was  by 
feveral  decrees  rendered  a  crime.  A  general  inqui- 
fition  was  eftablifhed,  under  the  feverity  of  which 
every  exertion,  however  innocent,  even  the  applauding 
a  paflage  in  a  play,  was  made  a  caufe  of  imprifonment, 
with  a  probability  of  public  execution.  Thefe  decrees, 
which  were  conflantly  renewed,  with  augmented  fe- 
verities,  filled  the  prifons  with  victims,  which  were 
rapidly  increafed  by  laws  for  confining  bankers  and 
fermiers  generaux. 

All  natives  of  countries  with  which  France  was  at 
war,  whom  bufmefs,  pleafure,  or  an  abfurd  predilection 
for  the  revolution,  had  made  refident  in  the  republic, 
were  expofed  to  fufpicion,  and  rigoroufly  imprifoned. 
No  allegation  of  congenial  principles,  no  appeal  to 
folemn  promifes  or  invitations,  not  even  recorded 
naturalifation,  could  avert  their  fate,  nor  was  any 
diftinction  made  in  favour  of  age  or  fex  :  all  were 
confined,  except  labourers,  artifans,  and  a  few  others. 
Againft  the  Englifh  this  rigour  was  peculiarly  di- 
rected ;  Mr.  Pitt  was  decreed  an  enemy  of  the  human 
race,  and  the  Englifh  government  denounced  to  all 

nations  -9 
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nations ;  and  propofals  were  made  for  landing  a  CH.  XI. 
hundred  thoufand  men  on  the  Englifh  coaft,  burning 
the  veflels,  and  leaving  them  to  fight  for  an  eftablim- 
ment.  The  immenfe  numbers  who  crowded  the 
prifons  in  confequence  of  thefe  decrees  formed  the 
fubjecl:  of  feveral  motions,  petitions,  and  a  few  publi- 
cations ;  but  the  exertions  of  government,  far  from 
being  checked,  were  continually  increafing,  and  the 
revolutionary  tribunal,  divided  into  four  feclions,  and 
conftantly  employed,  could  not  difpatch  with  fufficient 
rapidity  the  numbers  whom  fufpicion  indicated  as 
criminals,  and  whom  it  was  confidered  policy  to 
deflroy*. 

The  nioft  illuftrious  victim  of  this  dreadful  tribunal 
was  the  widow  of  Louis  XVI.  Far  from  regarding 
their  pompous  prornife  made  in  confequence  of  the 
king's  laft  letter,  the  national  convention  treated  the 
remains  of  the  royal  family  with  marked  indignities, 
proceeding  no  lefs  from  an  often tatious  hatred  of 
royalty,  than  a  bafe  perfonal  malignity,  and  even  a 
fordid  avarice,  which  was  taught  to  regard  the  expence 
of  maintaining  the  unfortunate  captives  as  a  matter  of 
importance,  and  to  fpeculate  on  the  reduction  of  their 

*•  For  the  proceedings  in  the  convention,  fee  the  journals^  On 
the  fubje£l  of  prifons  and  cauies  of  imprifonment,  fee  Tableau  des 
Prifons  fous  Robefpierre,  four  fmall  volumes ;  Crimes  de  Robef- 
pierre  et  de  fes  principaux  Complices  j  Mils  Williams's  Letters, 
which  are  chiefly  made  up  of  extrafts  from  the  former  publica- 
tions ;  fee  alfo  the  various  hiftories,  and  Biographical  Memoirs. 
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CH.  XI.  fubfiftence  to  the  fmalleft  quantity  which  would  fuffice 
or  their  fupport.  Sufpicion,  real  or  pretended,  led 
the  governors  of  France  to  order  inceflant  reftridions, 
accompanied  by  a  fyftem  of  vigilance  which  was  ever 
on  the  fearch  for  fuppofed  confpiracies,  and  in  the 
purfuit  fubjecled  the  royal  family  to  endlefs  privations 
and  infults. 

Robefpierre  was  the  moft  ardent  perfe- 
cutor  of  the  queen  :  he  obtained  a  decree  for 
feparating  her  from  the  dauphin,  which  was  barba- 
roufly  executed,  notwithftanding  her  tears  and  in- 
treaties  ;  and  the  young  prince,  whom  nature  feemed 
to  have  devoted  to  fcience,  the  virtues,  and  the 
graces  *,  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Simon,  a 
cobler,  feleded  on  purpofe  from  the  mire  of  vulgarity 
and  blafphemy,  and  who,  in  the  exercife  of  his  new 
function,  boafted  of  making  his  unhappy  pupil  intoxi- 
cated with  ftrong  liquors,  and  compelling  his  infant 
tongue  to  pronounce  oaths  and  obfcenities  |. 

On  the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  it  was 
3'confidered  neceffary  to  alarm  the  people  with 
fears  of  new  plots,  and  therefore  a  feries  of  decrees 
againft  confpirators  included  one  for  trying  the  queen, 
as  the  fuppofed  centre  of  intrigues,  before  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal.  In  purfuance  of  this  edict,  me  was 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  Introduftion  ;  Bertrand's  Private 
Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  40  ;  Journal  de  Clcry,  pp.  39,  44  j  Peltier's 
late  Pifture  of  Paris,  vol.  I.  p.  {lor. 

•\  Les  derniers  Regicides ;  htftories  and  journals. 
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called  from  her  bed  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  CH.  XI. 
removed  from  the  Temple  to  the  Conciergerie,  the 
worft  and  mofl  infamous  prifon  in  Paris.  Before  her 
departure,  her  pockets  were  rifled  of  the  few  fmall 
necefiaries  me  had  yet  retained  ;  me  was  refufed  the 
confolation  of  a  parting  embrace  of  her  fon,  and 
hurried  into  a  hackney  coach,  with  only  a  fmall 
quantity  of  linen  in  a  parcel.  Her  apartment  was  a 
cell  eight  feet  fquare,  with  a  thinly  covered  ftijaw 
mattrefs  to  fleep  on,  and  her  daily  fare  was  fhe 
common  food  of  hofpitals,  foup  and  bouillie.  Her 
perfon  no  longer  exhibited  thofe  charms  and  graces, 
the  defcription  of  which  exalted  eloquence  to  the 
fublimeft  regions  of  poetry  ;  the  beauties  of  her  coun- 
tenance were  obliterated  by.  grief  and  agitation  ;  her 
frame  was  enfeebled,  and  her  whole  appearance  indi-. 
cated  a  premature  old  age. 

After  remaining  in   this   horrid  dungeon 

•c?  u     •    r  I'  r   i       14th  Oft. 

two  months,  a  victim  to  the  mlolence  or  me 

gaolers,  who  even  admitted  people  to  gaze  on  her  as 
a  fight,  me  was  brought  to  triak  A  committee  of 
the  jacobin  club  was  felected  to  prepare  the  acfc  of  ac- 
cufation,  and  Hebert,  one  of  the  agents,  founded  on 
a  pretended  converfation  with  the  young  prince  a 
charge  fo  unnatural  and  abominable,  that  even  Robef- 
pierre  expreffed  indignation  at  the  monftrous  wicked- 
nefs  and  folly  of  the  fabrication.  The  act  of  accufa- 
tion  againft  her  was  a  repetition  of  the  libels  which 
had  during  fo  many  years  blackened  her  fame,  and  it 

referred 
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j  referred  to  tranfaftions  previous  even  to  her  marriage  ; 
1793.  but  no  evidence  was  found  to  fubftantiate  any  charge 
againft  her  j  and  all  the  arts  of  preparation,  promife, 
and  terror,  could  not  produce  one  perfon  fufficiently 
hardy  to  accufe  her  of  any  crime  or  act  of  immorality. 
Some  allufions  to  the  fuppofed  irregularities  of  her1 
life  were  made  in  the  interrogatory  to  which  me  was 
fubjected  j  but  me  anfwered,  with  magnanimous  de- 
fiance, that  no  one  could  rejoice  more  than  herfelf 
that  every  a£t  of  her  life  mould  be  thoroughly  invefti- 
gated.  During  the  progrefs  of  her  trial,  her  deport- 
ment was  dignified,  firm,  and  compofed  ;  her  ac- 
quittal was  not  expected,  the  pronunciation  of 
fentence  having  been  refolved  before  the  procefs  com- 
menced. 

Her  execution  followed  immediately  on  her 
i6th,  .          „ 

condemnation.     Cannon  were  planted  on  the 

flreets  and  bridges,  and  a  numerous  body  of  national 
guards  attended  for  prefervation  of  order.  The 
queen  was  feated  on  a  tumbril,  with  her  back  to  the 
horfe,  and  the  mode  of  her  carriage,  the  poverty  of 
her  attire,  and  the  general  wretchednefs  of  her  ap- 
pearance, difgraced  the  French  nation  for  mean  and 
fordid  parfimony,  no  lefs  than  the  execution  itfelf  did 
for  inhofpitality  and  injuftice.  The  royal  victim  met 
her  fate  with  courage,  and  during  her  whole  progrefs 
to  the  place  of  execution  betrayed  neither  weaknefs 
nor  affectation  of  fuperior  heroifm.  Her  body  was 

thrown 
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thrown  into  a  grave  in  the  church-yard  of  La  Made-  CH.  XL 

laine,  which  was  filled  up  with  quick-lime  *.  C7^T-' 

iTy«j» 
While  the  queen  was  thus  facrificed  to  the  rage  of 

the  predominating  party,  the  faction  of  Briffbt,  which 
had  fo  materially  contributed  by  its  various  treafons 
to  the  difaflers  of  the  royal  family,  was  equally  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  perfecution.  The  infurrections  in  the 
departments,  were  generally  attributed  to  the  fugitives, 
and  they  were  accufed  of  directing  the  whole  vehe- 
mence of  their  wrath  againft  Paris  and  the  patriots. 

Their  enmity  to  Marat  was  well  known,  and  hi3 
aflaflination,  which  took  place  foon  after  their  igth 
flight,  was  with  great  appearance  of  proba-  July- 
bility,  though  without  real  truth,  afcribed  to  them* 
While  Louvet  and  his  afibciates  were  at  Caen,  a 
young  lady  named  Marie  Anne  Vi&oire  Charlotte 
Corday  obtained  an  interview  with  Barbaroux  whom 
me  had  long  known.  Incenfed  at  fome  expreflions 
of  Petion  which  conveyed  a  doubt  of  her  patriotifm^ 
ihe  repaired  to  Paris,  and,  after  fome  ineffectual  efforts^ 
gained  admifliori  to  the  dwelling  of  Marat,  who  had 
been  fome  time  confined  with  a  leprous  complaint^ 
and  was  juft  coming  from  the  bath.  After  a  fhort 
conference,  in  which  he  declared  that  all  the  Brif- 
fotines  mould  fuffer  death,  (he  plunged  in  his  heart  a- 
knife  which  me  had  purchafed  for  the  purpofe  j  he 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  144.  For  the  Trial  fee 
PFOCCS  des  Bourbons,  vol.  III..;  The  Political  State  of  Europe ;  and 
the  periodical  compilations  in  general. 

VOL.  i.  &  £  fell, 
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C>H.  XI.  feil?  an(]j  after  uttering  a  fhort  exclamation,  expired* 

1793.    The  murderer  was  conveyed  to  prifon,   and  as  me 

made  no  attempt  to  deny  the  fact,  the  revolutionary 

tribunal  paffed  fentence  of  death,  which  was 
17th.    . 

immediately  executed. 

Numbers  admired  her  courage  and  heroic  deport- 
ment, which  was  devoid  of  affectation,  and  even 
mingled  with  gaiety  j  and  many  who  could  not  ap- 
prove her  conduct,  rejoiced  at  feeing  the  country  de- 
livered from  a  wretch  who  was  at  once  its  fcourge 
and  ftigma.  The  convention  and  clubs,  however, 
viewed  the  fubject  differently  :  his  death  was  deplored 
as  a  national  calamity  and  difgrace  ;  deputations  and 
individuals  vied  with  each  other  in  fulfome  adulations ; 
his  body  was  laid  in  flate ;  the  convention  and  con- 
ftituted  authorities  attended  his  funeral,  which  was 
celebrated  with  numerous  abfurd  and  antichriflian 
fooleries-;  an  urn  containing  his  heart  was  hung  up  in 
the  hall  of  the  Cordeliers ;  fetes  were  given  in  his 
honour  in,  all  parts  of  the  republic  ;  a  picture  repre- 
fenting  Jiis  death  was  painted  by  David  ;  and  finally 
the  convention  decreed  that  the  buft  of  Mirabeau 
mould  be  removed  from  the  Pantheon,  and  that  of 
this  little  deformed  incendiary  fubflituted  *. 

The  unfavourable  impreflions  made  by  this  event, 
and  the  general  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  com- 
pleted the  ruin  of  the  fugitive  deputies.  After  their 

•*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  $3,  et  feq.j  Crimes  de 
Marat  et  Supplice  de  Charlotte  Corclay,  &c. 

failure 
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failure  before  Vernon,  they  could  no  longer  entertain  Cn.Xf. 
hopes  df  fuccefs  in  that  quarter ;  and  the  adminiftrators  1793. 
of  Calvados  having  made  peace  with  the  governing 
party,  it  became  neceflary  to  depart.  They  com- 
menced their  journey  towards  Finifterre  in  company 
with  three  battalions  of  volunteers,  and  were  them- 
felves  in  military  attire  and  armed .  At  Fougeres  the 
battalions  feparated,  and  they  remained  with  only  one 
which  was  compofed  of  eight  hundred  men,  but  even 
thefe  were  induced  to  leave  them  by  the  confideratio/t 
that  the  acceptance  of  the  conftitution  rendered  it 
treafon  to  aflbciate  with  outlaws.  The  number  of 
the  party  was  now  reduced  from  its  firft  formidable 
force  to  only  nineteen  *,  fome  of  the  other  fugitives 
having  remained  behind,  and  fome  proceeded  to 
Finifterre  before  them.  This  fmall  band  proceeded 
through  infinite  perils  and  difficulties,  often  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  being  difcovered,  and  fometimes  on 
the  verge  of  periming  for  want  of  fuftenance,  till  at 
length  they  reached  Quimper,  where  they  joined 
Kervelegan  and  fome  more  of  their  aflbciates.  At 
this  place  a  vefiel  was  equipped,  in  which  Cufly, 
Duchatel,  Bois-Guybn,  Girey  Dupre,  Salle,  Meillant, 
Bergoing,  Marchena,  and  Riouffe,  failed  for  Bour- 
deaux  ;  but  they  were  captured,  and  almoft  all  exe- 
cuted as  outlaws. 

*  They  were  Louvet,  Barbaroux,  Petion,  Buzot,  Salle,  Cufly, 
Le  Sage,  Meillant,  Bergoing,  and  Girouft,  deputies  ;  Girey  Dupre 
and  Ricmffe  thtir  intimate  friends,  fix  guides,  and  a  fervant  of 
Buzot. 

E  E  2  Guadet, 
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Cn.Xl.  Guadet,  Buzot,  Petion,  Valadi  and  one  of  his 
1793.  friends,  Barbaroux,  and  Louvet,  ignorant  of  the  fate 
of  their  affociates,  obtained  with  difficulty  a  paflage 
to  Bourdeaux,  and,  after  efcaping  many  dangers, 
thought  themfelves  happy  in  reaching  the  capital  of 
the  Gironde.  On  landing,  however,  they  foon 
learned  their  error  ;  the  government  party  had  em- 
ployed the  months  which  elapfed  after  their  flight  in 
fubduing  the  party  attached  to  the  fugitives.  Violent 
decrees,  enforced  by  the  prefence  of  Tallien  and  fome 
other  deputies  of  the  lame  ilamp,  produced  entire 
fubmiflion ;  and  the  Brifibtines,  after  braving  every 
danger  to  reach  thefe  mores,  were  viewed  with  ^terror, 
and  refufed  an  afylum.  Chafed  from  place  to  place 
by  the  vigilant  perfeverance  of  their  enemies,  they 
were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremities,  and  many 
fell  into  the  hands  of  their  purfuers.  Buzot  was 
found  aflaffinated  in  a  field  ;  the  fate  of  Petion  and 
Barbaroux  h  uncertain,  but  they  were  fuppofed  to 
be  flarved  to  death ;  Valadi,  diilracled  by  his  fears, 
wandered  to  Perigueux,  where  he  was  difcovered  and 
fent  to  the  fcaffbld  ;  Salles  and  Guadet  were  delivered 
up  to  the  vengeance  of  Tallien  at  Bourdeaux,  who 
facrificed  with  them  Guadet's  father,  brother,  and 
aunt ;  Louvet  alone  furmounted  the  difficulties  to 
which  this  party  were  expofed,  and  found  a  fecure 
retreat  *. 

Meanwhile  the  Mountain  was  purfuing  with  eager- 

*  See  Louvet's  Narrative. 

nefs 
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nefs  the  deftru&ion  of  the  deputies  confined  in  Paris:    CH.  X 
the  tafk  required  confiderable  management,  and  was    1793. 
conducted  with  perfeverance  and   dexterity.      The 
clubs  were  at  the  difpofal  of  the  ruling  party,  and  the 
people  were  foon  taught  to  petition  at  the  bar  for  the 
execution  of  thofe  whom  they  were  inftru&ed  to  con- 
fider  the  confederates  of  the  allied  powers,  the  enemies 
of  the  conftitution,  and  confpirators  againft  the  unity 

and  indivifibility  of  the  republic.     The  com- 

.  8th  July, 

mittee  of  public  fafety  prefented  a  report  on 

their  crimes,  in  which  truth  and  falfehood  were  fo 
blended  as  to  prevent  an  eafy  difcrimination ;  the 
murder  of  Marat  and  every  fucceeding  difafter  were 
imputed  to  them  ;  the  clubs  refounded  with  frequent 
declamations,  and  the  convention  with  numerous 
motions,  againft  them  j  and  at  length,  Amar, 
in  the  name  of  the  united  committees  of 
general  fafety  and  legiflation,  prefented  a  report, 
fabricated  like  that  from  the  committee  of  public 
fafety,  and  which  formed  the  bafis  of  their  aft  of 
accufation. 

Twenty-one  members  of  the  national  con- 
vention, Brifibt,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Du- 
perret,   Carra,    Gardien,   Valaze,   Duprat,    Sillery, 
Fauchet,  Ducos,  Boyer  Fonfrede,  Lefterp  Beauvais, 
La  Source,  Duchatel,  Mainvielle,  Lacaze,  Boileau, 
Lehardi,  Vigee,  and  Antiboul,  were  brought  before 
the  revolutionary  tribunal  to  be  tried  on  this  impeach- 
ment :  Briflbt  was  placed  in  derifion  on  an  elevated 

feat, 
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CH.  XI.  feat.  The  clubs  mewed  confiderable  alarm  and  jealoufy 
left  the  reports  of  the  trial  mould  influence  the  public 
in  favour  of  the  culprits,  and  decreed  that  only  one 
journal  fhould  publifh  the  proceedings,  and  that  only 
after  a  revifion  by  a  committee  from  the  Jacobins. 
The  eloquence  and  fagacity  of  the  prifoners  in  -crofs- 
cxamining  the  witnefles  embarrafled  the  court ;  they 
found  that,  according  to  the  ordinary  modes,  the  pro- 
ceedings would  be  protracted  to  an  indefinite  period  : 
a  law  was  therefore  obtained  from  the  convention  that 
the  jury  might  at  any  time  terminate  a  trial  by  de- 
claring themfelves  fufficiently  inftructed ;  and  directing 
the  prefident  of  the  tribunal  when  a  trial  had  lafted 
three  days,  to  enquire  of  the  jury  whether  their  conr 
fciences  were  fatisfied,  and  on  their  anfwering  in  the 
affirmative  to  clofe  the  proceedings.  This 

30th.  .  -•       '  .  , 

law  was  immediately  put  in  force,  and  the 
jury  pronounced  a  verdict  againft  all  the  prifoners  at 
the  bar.  Valaze,  in  a  tranfport  of  indignation, 
ftabbed  himfelf,  but  his  body  was  ordered  to  be 
drawn  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  guillotined  with 
the  reft  ;  Vergniaud,  who  had  provided  himfelf  with 
poifon,  declined  ufing  it,  and  delivered  it  to  the  officer 
of  the  guard. 

The  condemned  deputies  returned  to  the  Concier- 
gerie  at  midnight,   and  announced  their  fate  to  the 
other  prifoners  by  finging  a  parody  on  the  Marfeillois 
hymn  :  the  next  day  at  noon,  they  were  drawn 
to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution.,   and  in  thirty- 

feven 
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feven  minutes  the  executioner  had  fulfilled  his  office.  CH.  XT. 
The  fate  of  thefe  unprincipled  intriguers,  who  fell  by    1793. 
the  application  of  their  own  axioms  and  the  ufe  of 
their  own  expedients,  affords  an  ufeful  leffon,  and  a 
confpicuous  example,  to  thofe  who  may  be  ambitious 
to  raife  themfelves  to  elevated  flations  by  releafmg 
the  lower  clafs  from  the  bonds  of  law,  and  obligations 
of  morality  and  religion  *. 

The  name  of  Egalite  was  included  in  the  report 

againfl  the  Gironde  faction ;   and  foon  after 
i    •  i  i  i^     •     r      2d  Nov. 

their  execution,   he  was  brought  to  Pans  for 

trial.  At  Marfeilles  he  had  undergone  an  interro- 
gatory, from  which  no  criminating  fad  appeared ;  but 
inflead  of  being  fet  at  liberty,  he  was  more  ftri&ly 
confined  than  before.  He  was  aflbciated  be- 
fore the  revolutionary  tribunal  with  a  deputy 
named  Co u (lard,  and  after  a  fhort  trial  convicted  of  a 
confpiracy  againfl  the  unity  and  indivifibility  of  the 
republic  t»  In  his  way  to  the  fcaffold  he  was  over- 
whelmed with  all  the  abu-fe  and  indignities  that  a 
rancorous  and  cruel  populace  could  devife,  but  be- 
haved himfelf  with  dignity  and  unexpected  courage. 
His  large  fortune  had  long  been  fquandered  in  the 
puifuit  of  his  revolutionary  projects,  the  confifcation 
was  therefore  of  fmaU  confequence ;  his  body  was 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  273  ;  Memoires  d'un 
Detenu,  p.  40. 

•j-  See.Proccs  des  Bourbons. 

thrown 
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H*  thrown  unnoticed   into  the  common  burying-plac* 
1793.    of  Sairjt  Mary  Magdalen  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  many  other  members 
of  the  convention,  and  ex-minifters,  attached  to  the 
.Briflbtine  party, were  fent  to  the  fcaffold,  or  terminated 
their  own  days  by  filicide.  Among  the  number  were 
Gorfas,  a  friend  arid  literary  coadjutor  of  Briffot,  Ker- 
faint,  a  fkilful  fea-officer,  and  Rabaud  St.  Etienne  f, 
executed  without  trial  as  outlaws.  The  wife  of 
Rabaud  (hot  herfelf  fitting  on  the  brink  of  a  well,  fo 
that  her  body  fell  into  the  water.  Manuel  having 
refigned  his  feat  after  the  murder  of  the  king,  retired 
to  Montargis  his  native  town,  and  endeavoured  to, 
evade  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies  by  circulating  a  re- 
port that  he  was  flain  in  a  popular  commotion.  He 
was,  however,  brought  to  Paris  and  doomed  to  death  : 
his  fate  excited  no  commiferation  ;  the  prifoners.  in 
the  Conciergerie,  on  the  contrary,  reproached  him. 

*  See  Hiftoire  de  la  Conjuration  de  Louis  Philippe  due  d'Orleans, 
vol.  III.  p.  271  to  the  end  3  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  If.  p.  273, 
et  feq. 

•f-  Rabaud  St.  Etienne  was  a  ealvinift  minifter  and  member  of 
the  conftituent  aflembly,  where  he  was  diftinguiftied  by  his  in- 
veteracy againft  the  eftablrfhed  church.  His  eloquence  was  once  fo 
popular,  that  the  Parilians  celebrated  him  in  their  ufual  mode  of 
punning,  by  faying,  "Un  monfienr Rabaud  vaut  deux  de  Mirdbeaus 
(demis  Rabauds)."  He  is  defcribed  in  the  Di&ionnaire  des 
Hommes  Marquans,  as  "  rich  in  words,  but  barren  of  fenfe."  He 
was  the  author  of  feveral  political  works,  among  others  a  Hiftory 
of  the  Revolution,  remarkable  for  its  partiality  and  incorreftnefs. 

with 
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with    the  maflacres    of  September  ;    and   when   he  CH.  XL 
was  ordered   for  execution,  daihed  him  againft  the    ^3. 
pillars,  ftill  ftained  with  the  blood  of  his  victims  *. 
Several  other  members  were  executed  whofe  names, 
were  of  little  celebrity,  and  whofe  fate  excited  neither 
curiofity  nor  refentmentf. 

Le  Brun,  the  minifter,  made  his  efcape  from  Paris, 
but  was  feized  in  a  cock-loft,  and  put  to  death  almoft 
without  examination.     Claviere  on  receiving 
his  act  of  accufation  flabbed  himfelf,  and  his 
wife  fwallowed  poifon.     Roland  was  twice  put  in  arreft 
during  the  conteft  of  the  two  factions,  and 

1  ft  April, 

had  both   times    the   good   fortune  to   be       and 
liberated.     On  the  laft  occafion  he  made  his  31ftMav- 
efcape  from  Paris,  and  his  wife  was  taken  into  cuflody 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  p.  33. 

f  Thefe  were  Biroteau,  who  was  taken  on  board  a  privateer ; 
Perin,for  fpeculating  in  military  accoutrements}  Dupont,  the  atheift; 
Noel,  an  adherent  of  Briffot ;  and  the  fi-devant  duke  Duchatelet, 
accufed  of  firing  on  the  people  on  the  loth  of  Auguft.  In  the  lili 
of  vicTims,  though  not  connected  with  any  party  during  the  revolu- 
tion, madame  du  Barry,  the  once  favourite  miftrefs  of  Louis  XV., 
ought  to  be  mentioned.  She  was  in  England  at  the  time  of  the 
king's  murder,  but  was  fatally  adt  ifed  to  return  for  the  purpofe  of 
fecuring  her  property.  Though  fhe  lived  in  cautious  retirement, 
(he  was  fentenced  to  death  by  the  revolutionary  tribunal  for  the  ir- 
regularities of  her  early  life,  and  on  feveral  ridiculous  charges,  fuch 
as  wearing  mourning  for  Louis  XVI.,  maintaining  an  intimacy 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  burying  letters  of  nobility  belonging  to  great 
families  in  order  to  preferve  them.  She  is  faid  to  have  betrayed 
great  weaknefs  in  her  laft  momenU. 

as 
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^CH.XI.  as  a  hoftage  for  him,  She  was  afterwards  liberated 
1793.  for  a  moment,  and  again  more  formally  imprifoned 
in  St.  Pelagic,  where  me  awaited  her  fate  with  firmnefs, 
and  pafied  a  great  portion  of  her  time  in  writing. 
After  the  execution  of  the  Brifibtines,  fhe  was  brutally 
interrogated  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and 
after  a  fhort  abode  in  the  Conciergerie,  fentenced  to 
death.  Her  whole  behaviour  during  her  confinement, 
and  in  her  progrefs  to  the  place  of  execution,  appears 
to  have  been  fludioufly  calculated  to  produce  favour- 
able recollections  ;  but  if  this  cenfure  mould  be  con- 
fidered  too  fevere,  the  more  honourable  fact  of  her 
fuffering  death  with  courage  would  offer  fmall  atone^ 
ment  for  an  ill  regulated  life,  and  thofe  treacherous 
efforts  which  contributed  in  an  extraordinary  degree 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy  and  murder  of  the 
king.  Roland,  when  he  heard  of  his  wife's  execution, 
quitted  his  afylum  at  Rouen,  and  {tabbed  hjmfelf  on 
the  high  road  to  Paris  *, 

Other  individuals  who  had  acted  confpicuous  parts 
in  the  revolution,  and  obtained  their  portion  of  public 
acclamation,  were  alfo  fubjecled  to  the  reverfe  of 

fortune  which  embittered  death  with  igno- 
2  8th  Nov. 

miny  and  infult.     The  once  celebrated  and 

popular  Barnave  was  condemned  as  a  confpirator  with 
the  court  againfl   liberty,  and  executed  amid   the 

*  See  CEuvres  de  Madame  Roland,  vol.  II.  ;  Tableau  des  Prifons 
fous  Robefjnerre ;  and  Mils  Williams's  Letters,  1 795,  vol.  I.  p.  195, 
et  fe<j. 

ferocious 
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ferocious  exclamations  of  the  multitude  :  Bailly,  who  CH.XI. 

had  more  than  rivalled  him  in  popularity  and  17,93. 

._  nth  Nov. 

fame,  preceded  him  m  pumihment,  and  was 

purfued  in  his  laft  moments  with  unequalled  favage- 
nefs.  His  great  crime  was  the  military  execution  in 
the  Champ  de  Mars,  in  June,  1791,  and  it  was  bitterly 
remembered  in  his  punifliment.  A  red  flag  accom- 
panied him  to  the  fcaffold,  and  he  was  pelted,  fpit  on, 
and  beaten  by  the  mob.  His  fufferings  were  protracted 
while  the  guillotine  was  taken  to  pieces  and  removed 
to  a  dung-heap  ;  the  red  flag  was  burnt  in  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  and  he,  after  having  been  compelled  to  fet  it 
on  fire,  was  tormented  by  having  his  head  plunged  in 
the  fmoke ;  nor  was  the  executioner  permitted  to 
relieve  him  from  his  miferies,  till  his  aged  and  feeble 
frame  was  completely  exhaufled  with  cold  and 
fatigue.  Both  thefe  fufferers  bore  their  fate  with 
great  magnanimity,  and  the  circumflances  attending 
their  laft  moments  are  indelible  records  againft  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  whofe  barbarity  is  entitled  to  ever- 
lafting  execration :  but  Barnave  and  Bailly  only  drank 
of  the  cup  they  had  prepared  for  others ;  the  firft  by 
his  dreadful  farcafm,  when  he  enquired  if  the  blood 
{hed  by  the  mob  in  July,  1789,  was  fo  very  pure*  ? 
the  other  when  he  termed  the  horrible  days  of 
October  in  the  fame  year  beautiful]'. 

*  See  chap.  II.  of  this  work. 

•J*  See  Biographical  Memoir^  vol.  I.  p.  1 79. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

The  Convention  pafs  many  frivolous  Decrees — Tyranny 
and  Plunder  under  Pretence  of  enforcing  Equality — 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Inftruftion,  for  regu- 
lating Weights  and  Meafures — Report  on  the  Telegraph 
'—Decrees  in  Favour  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences — On 
public  Education— Exertions  of  the  Antlchriftlan  Party 
— Marriage  of  Priejls — New  Calendar — Perfccution 
of  Pr lefts — Death  decreed  to  be  an  eternal  Sleep — 
Anti-religious  Deputations  to  the  Convention — Gobet 
Bijhop  of  Paris  and  many  ether  Ecdefwftlcs  renounce 
their  Functions — The  Goddefs  of  Reafon  worshipped— 
Rivalry  between  the  Jacobins  and  Cordeliers — Clubs 
of  Women — Abolljhed — The  "Jacobins  gain  Advantages 
over  the  Cordeliers — Several  of  whom  are  imprifoned 
—Scarcity — Laws  for   eftablifolng   a   Maximum — • 
Baking  only  one  Sort  of  Bread — Planting  more  Grain—- 
Great  Mifery  of  the  Poor — Depreciation  of  AJjignats  — 
Extortion  of  Government — Means  ufed  to  recruit  the 
Armies — Requifitions — Decree  for  a  Levy  en  MaJJe — 
Rapid  manufacture  of  Arms — Revolutionary  Army — 
Severities  exercifed  agalnft  Generals— -The  Adherents 
of  Dumourlez  Imprifoned  and  beheaded — -Fate  of  Cuf- 
line — New  Syftem  of  Taftlcs — Proceedings  of  the  Allies 
after  the  Capture,  of  Valenciennes — Spiiited  aftion  at 

LinceHes 
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'.ncellcs  —  Dunkirk  befieged  —  The  Siege  raifed  — 
noy  taken  —  The  French  attempt  to  penetrate  into 
Flanders  —  Siege  of  Maubeuge  begun  —  Andraifed  — 
Drouet  taken  prifoner  —  Further  Operations  in  Flanders 

—  frenfaflions  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  Troops  —  The. 
French  defeated  at  Pirmafens  —  The  King  of  Pntffla 
retires   to  Poland  —  The   Duke  of  Brunfwick   takes 
Lauterbourg  and  Weiffe?nbourg  —  Haguenau  and  fever  al 
other  Places  taken  —  Further  Succefs  of  the  PruJJians  — 
They  fail  in  an   Attempt  to  furprife  Bitche  —  The 
French  reinforced  —  The  PruJJians  compelled  to  retreat 
acrofs  the  Rhine  —  Alternate  Succefs  of  the  French  and 
Spaniards  in  the  Eq/iern  Pyrenees  —  Unimportant  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  Weftern  Pyrenees  —  Succefs  of  the  Armies 
of  the  Alps  and  Italy  under  MaJ/ena  —  Infurreftion  in 

feveral  Places  fuppreffed  —  Profcriptions  and  Oppreffions 

—  Proceedings  in  La  Vendee  —  Fadions  in  the  Royal 
and  Catholic  Army  —  The  Garrifons  of  Valenciennes* 
Mentz,  and  Conde,fent  into  La  Vendee  —  The  Republi- 
cans defeated  at  Montaigu  —  The  Royalifts  fail  before 
Dcue  and  Thouars  —  Santerre  and  Duhoux  defeated  — 
But  the  Republicans  gain  many  Advantages  —  Take 
Chatillon  —  Bloody  Engagement  under  the  Walls  of  Choi1  et 

—  Several    royalift    Chiefs   mortally   'wounded  —  The 
Army  under  the  Prince  de  Talmont  croffes  the  Loire  — 
Char  ret  te  takes  Noirmontier—The  Prince  dc  Talmont 
takes   Laval  —Retreats  to  Dol  —  Difappointed  of  Suc- 
cours from  England—  The  Royalifts  utterly  defeated  at 
Mans  —  A  Portion  of  Fugitives  defeated  at  Savenay  — 

Cruelties 
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Cruelties  exercifed  in  La  Vendee — Bourdeaux — Siege 
and  Surrender  of  Lyons~Decrerfor  razing  the  City 
— Excejfive  Cruelties — Impious  Fete  in  honour  of  Chat- 
tier— Murders  at  Marfeilles — Proceedings  again/I 
Toulon — Infufficiency  of  theGarrifon— Frequent  Affairs 
ofPoJls — General  O'Hara  taken  Prifoner—The  French 
gain  Poffeffion  of  the  Heights — Evacuation  of  Toulon — 
Partial  Dejlruftion  of  the  French  Fleet — Exultation  in 
Paris — Fete  in  celebration  of  the  Viclories — Improved 
Afpett  of  Affairs. 

CH.  XII.  1793.  J.  HE  attention  of  the  legiflature  was  often 
diverted  from  thejfe  important  and  fanguinary  affairs, 
to  difcuffions  and  decrees  of  the  moft  frivolous  de- 
fcription.  Great  pains  were  beflowed  on  arguing 
againft  the  iffue  of  aflignats  with  the  royal  effigy, 
afid  ordaining  that  the  coin  of  the  republic  fhould 
bear  for  a  legend  "  The  fovereign  people,"  though 
many  members  were  diflatisfied  that  the  infcription  did 
not  declare  the  people  alone  to  be  fovereign.  The  ex- 
hibitions of  the  theatre  were  feverely  criticifed  by  the 
convention  :  a  piece  formed  on  the  Englifh  novel 
called  Pamela,  was  indignantly  fuppreffed  as  contain- 
ing a  picture  not  of  virtue,  but  nobility,  rewarded ; 
and  the  author  and  all  the  performers  were  fent  to 
prifon.  To  prevent  the  infection  of  the  public  mind 
by  fuch  ariftocratic  exhibitions,  republican  tragedies, 
fuch  as  Brutus,  William  Tell,  and  Caius  Gracchus, 

were 
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were  ordered  to  be  reprefented  gratis,  thrice  in  every  Cn.xir. 
week.  Twelfth  day  Je  jour  des  rois)  was  abolifhed,  ^JZ^ 
and  the  game  of  chefs  folemnly  difroyalifed,  all  the 
pieces  receiving  new  denominations.  The  coarfenefs 
of  manners  which  diflinguifhed  the  members  of  the 
aflembly  was  communicated  to  their  decrees  and  de- 
bates ;  and  under  pretence  of  enforcing  equality,  great 
efforts  were  made  to  alter  the  mode  of  addrefs,  from 
the  plural  pronoun  commonly  ufed,  to  the  fingular 
thee  and  thou,  which  was  ufually  confidcred  a  mark  of 
familiarity  to  be  applied  only  among  moft  intimate 
friends,  and  from  all  others  a  token  of  difrefpcft. 

The  fyftem  of  equality  produced  many  inconve- 
nient and  vexatious  regulations  in  the  prifons  and 
hofpitals ;  and  a  decree  was  made,  authorifing  the 
deftrudion  of  all  armorial  bearings  and  enfigns  of 
feudality  and  royalty, 'which  the  commune  enforced 
by  permitting  peribns  to  deftroy  all  pictures  and 
bufts,  and  all  plates  and  moulds  bearing,  or  intended 
to  {lamp,  royal  or  chivalric  emblems.  Armed  with 
this  decree,  malice  and  ignorance  began  a  difmal 
havoc  oil  ornaments  in  bas-relief,  ftatues,  bronzes, 
antiques,  pictures  and  medals,  books  with  coats 
of  arms  (lamped  on  their  covers  or  title-pages,  and 
even  maps  where  the  north  was  indicated  by  a  fleur- 
de-lys.  The  convention  was  at  length  obliged  to 
interfere,  and  partially  modified,  though  they  would 
not  repeal,  the  law.  Robefpierre  too  checked  ,,oth 

the  rage  for  harlh  and  brutal  manners  under    !>«•• 

pretext 
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CH.  XII.  pretext  of  equality,  by  obtaining  a  decree  that  all  pe- 
"  1^3     tidoners  fhould  appear  at  the  bar  uncovered,  and  that 
the  members  themfelves  mould  ceafe  to  wear  their 
hats  during  the  fitting  *. 

A  portion  of  the  convention  devoted  to  ufeful  pro- 
jects, and  called  the  committee  of  public  inftru&ion, 
was,  however,  the  medium  through  which  fome  ex- 
tenfive  reforms  and  fome  ufeful  regulations  were  recom- 
mended. One  of  the  chief  was  a  project  for  a  general 
equalifation  of  meafures  of  length,  weight,  and  capa- 
city. On  this  fubject  great  pains  were  beftowed,  and 
a  number  of  philofophic  experiments  pra&ifed.  A 
iflAug.  long  report  was  prefented  ;  and  after  much 
7th  Oft.  deliberation,  a  decree  obtained  for  dividing 
money,  weights,  and  meafures,  into  decimal  parts  j  for 
whicla  purpofe  a  new  divifion  of  fpace  and  time,  and 
a  new  coinage,  were  decreed,  but  the  confequent 
meafures  were  deferred  till  a  more  convenient  pe- 
riod. 

2gth        An  invention  by  Chappe,  an  engineer,  was 
Juy.     alfo  recommended  by  this  committee,  for  the 
v  making  fpeedy  communications  to  any  diftance  by 
means  of  fignals  forwarded  from  one  ftation  to  an- 
other, now  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  telegraph. 
The  committee,  after  diligently  invefligating  its  con- 
ftru&ion,  and  trying  experiments  on  a  given  diftance, 
recommended  its  adoption,     Chappe  was  rewarded 

*  £*e  debates  in  the  Moniteur. 

with 
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with  the  appointment  of  a  lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  CH.  XII. 
the  committee  of  public  fafety  directed  their  attention 
to  the  proper  lines  in  which  his  invention  could  be 
advantageoufly  ufed. 

This  committee  alfo  rendered  a  fervice  to  the  arts 
by  obtaining  a  decree  that  a  (Upend  of  2400  livres 
(1057.)  each,  mould  be  allowed  to  twelve  ftudents  to 
refide  in  Italy  and  Flanders,  and  the  royal  obfervatory 
of  Paris  was  permanently  eflablifhed,  with  a  changed 
of  its  title  to  obfervatory  of  the  republic.  2oth  May,  to 
But  in  its  great  object,  that  of  forming  a  30th  O<a. 
fyftem  of  public  education,  the  committee  entirely 
failed  j  all  their  efforts,  and  a  vaft  number  of  debates 
and  laborious  reportSj  producing  only  a  fcheme  for 
common  charity-fchools  to  be  eflablifhed  throughout 
the  country,  to  teach  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
a  republican  catechifm  *. 

While  this  committee  was  employed  in  attempts  to 
diffufe  knowledge^  the  antichriflian  party  in  the  con- 
vention and  the  commune  was  no  lefs  bufy  in  ex- 
tirpating from  France  every  veftige  of  religion.  Many 
cruel  decrees  were  obtained  even  againft  the  conform- 
ing clergy,  and  more  againft  thofe  who  refitted  the 
marriage  of  priefts ;  many  of  that  body  were  fuffi- 
ciently  bafe  to  mew  a  difhonourable  zeal  in  complying 
with  thefe  commands^  and  led  their  wives  into  the 
hall  of  the  legiflature  to  receive  fraternal  embraces. 

*  See  the  debates. 

VOL.  j.  P  *  The 
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CH.  XII.      The  committee  of  public  inftruftiort  was  made  an 
!7tj3.    engine  in  forwarding  the  fchemes  of  this  party,  by 
being  dire&ed  to  prepare  a  new  calendar  for  the 
French  republic,  in  which  the  divifion  of  the  year  into 
months  and  weeks,  as  acknowledged  by  the  whole 
Chriftian  world,  was  aboliflied,  in  hopes  of  obliterat- 
ing every  trace  of  Sundays,  holidays,  feafts, 
and  fafts.     The  report  made  from  the  com- 
mittee of  public  inftru&ion  is  generally  attributed  to 
Fabre  d'Eglantine ;  it  was  adopted  by  the  convention 
after  fome  debate,  and  a  few  alterations.  By  this  new 
computation  of  time,  the  year  was  divided  into  twelve 
equal  months  of  thirty  days,  which  were  divided  into 
decades,  or   periods  of  ten   days.     Each    of   thefe 

>„••  months  had  a  new  name :  fome  referring  to  the  pro- 

duce of  the  earth,  or-courfe  of  agricultural  employ- 
ment ;  as  Vendlmaire,  for  vintage ;  Mejfidor,  for  har- 
veft  ;  Fruftidor,  for  fruit  j  Floreal,  for  flowers :  others 
to  the  weather ;  as  Brumaire,  for  fogs ;  Nivofe,  for 
fnow,  &c.  Befides  the  name  allotted  to  each  day, 
denoting  its  ordinal  ftation  in  the  decade,  zsprimidi, 
duodi,  &c.  each  had  another  appellative,  derived 
from  the  implements  of  huibandry,  the  produce  of 
the  earth,  or  the  animal  creation ;  as  apple,  beet- 
root, goo/e,  plough,  roller.  But  as  thefe  twelve  months 
only  occupied  three  hundred  and  fixty  days,  the  re- 
maining five  in  the  common  year  were  tacked  on  at  the 
end,  and  denommztedfanfculottides !  The  tenth  day,  or 
end  of  every  decade,  was  confidered  a  day  of  feftival, 

and 
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and  devoted  to  fome  of  the  virtues,  relations,  or  acci-  CH.  XII. 
dents  of  life.     The  whimfical  patchwork  was  com,-  ^T^S^* 
pieced  by  adding  to  every  fourth  year,  inftead  of  the 
29th  of  February  in  the  Biflextile,  a  day  which,  for 
the  fake  of  pre-eminent  diftinction,  was  called  le  jour 
de  la  Revolution*. 

In  order  to  vilify  and  fupprefs  religion,  every  effort 
was  made  to  increafe  the  popular  contempt  of  the 
prieflhood,  and  to  augment  the  miferies  of  the  order* 
They  we;  e  forbidden  to  exercife  any  trade  or  calling 
to  eke  out  their  fcanty  pittance  j  all  priefts  and  nuns 
•who  had  not  taken  the  oaths  to  the  republic,  were 
deprived  of  certificates  of  refidence,  and  declared  fu- 
fpe&ed  ;  the  fale  or  exhibition  of  images  of  faints, 
rings,  chaplets,  and  rofaries,  was  prohibited  j  and  the 
popular  clubs  refufed  to  all  priefts  certificates  of  ad- 
miflion  into  their  halls. 

Many  of  thefe  efforts  might  be  confidered  as  di- 
rected againft  the  Roman-catholic  religion  in  parti- 
cular, but  not  entirely  hoftile  to  the  general  prin* 
ciples  of  the  Chriflian  faith ;  a  new  meafure  of  the 
commune,  however,  rendered  the  object  of  attack  in- 
dubitable. Fouche,  being  on  miflion  at  Nevers,  iffued 
a  decree,  that  all  religious  figns  in  ftreets,  fquares,  and 
public  places,  mould  be  annihilated,znd priefts 
prohibited,  on  pain  of  imprifonment,  from  ap- 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  427 ;  and  for  the  new 
calendar  all  the  periodical  works  of  the  time. 
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CH.  XII.  pearing  any-where,  except  in  their  temples,  in  the 
1?(j3      clerical  garb.    Every  citizen  deceafed  was  alfo,  within 
eight-and-foriy  hours  after  his  deceafe,  to  be  interred, 
without  ceremony,  in  a  burial-place  common  to  all 
perfuafions,  planted  with  trees,  under  the  made  of 
which  was  to  be  an  image  reprefenting^^ ;  and  on 
the  door  of  the  inclofure  an  infcription,  DEATH  is 
AN  ETERNAL  SLEEP.     The  commune  of  Paris  ho- 
noured the  letter  announcing  this  edict  with  loud  ap- 
•    plaufes,  and  decreed  a  fimilar  meafure  for  the  capital. 
The  jacobin  club  having  voted  an  appli- 
cation to  the  convention  to  make  all  priefls 
give  up  their  letters  of  priefthood  to  be  burnt,  many 
anticipated  the  decree  by  a  voluntary  facrifice.     A 
deputation   from  the   fedtions,   difguifed    in 
clerical   veflments,  appeared  in  the   hall  of" 
the  legiflature,  requiring  the  refumption  of  the  al- 
lowance to  their  cure,  and  remonftrating  againft  the 
eftablifhment  of  bifhops  and  all  other  clafles  of  prieft- 
hood.    The  general  tendency  of  publications  devoted 
to  the  governing  party,  was  to  deflroy  all  remains  of 
religion ;    and   the   convention   received   with   loud 
plaudits  every  letter  in  which  a  prieft  propofed  to 
zefign   his   falary,  vilified    revelation,    and   abjured 
his  God. 

The  Cordeliers,  who  were  moft  active  in 

promoting  thefe  difgraceful  fcenes,  obtained 

a  complete  triumph  on  the  7th  of  November,  when 

the  conftituted  authorities  of  the  department,  and 

commune 
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commune  of  Paris,  accompanied  by  the  bifhop  and  CH.  XII. 
"».feveral  cures •,  attended  at  the  bar.  Momoro,  one  of  1793. 
the  adminiftrators  of  the  commune,  introduced  the 
members  of  the  clerical  body,  declaring  their  inten- 
tion to  divert  themfelves  of  the  character  with  which 
fuperftition  had  clothed  them  ;  the  great  example 
would  be  followed  by  their  colleagues,  and  no  other 
worihip  acknowledged  but  liberty,  equality,  and  eter- 
nal truth.  Gobet,  on  this  day,  completed  his  de- 
teftable  apoftacy,  by  renouncing  his  function,  throw- 
ing off  his  clerical  veftments,  and  together  with  his 
vicars,  depofiting  on  the  defk  their  letters  of  prieft- 
hood.  They  were  invited  to  the  honours  of  the  fit- 
ting, and  received  the  frnternal  embrace  5  and  moft 
of  the  clergy  in  the  convention,  as  Lindet,  Coupe, 
Villiers,  Julien,  Chabot,  Gregoire,  and  Syeyes,  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  Gobet,  and  vied  with  each 
other  in  ribaldry  and  blafphemy.  Letters  were  daily 
received  from  the  departments,  announcing  the  apo- 
ftacy of  priefts;  and  frequent  deputations  attended 
at  the  bar  with  the  remaining  fpoils  of  churches  and 
fhrines  *. 

Thefe  exhibitions  were  only  preparatory  to      I0th 
the  confummation  of  national  idolatry  in  a     Nov. 
grand  fete,  where  Reafon  was  worfhipped  as  a  deity, 
and  reprefented  as  actually  prefent  in  the  perfon  of  a 

*  See  the  debates  5  alfo  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  article 
jGobct. 

fuperan- 
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CH.  XII.  Superannuated  courtefan,  the  wife  of  Momoro.  She 
was  carried  by  four  men  in  an  arm-chair,  to  receive 
the  embraces  of  her  worfhippers  in  the  convention, 
who  all  attended  in  the  cathedral  of  Paris,  to  cele- 
brate this  anti-religious  feftival.  The  caufe  of  atheifm 
was  not  however  afterwards  fo  popular  as  thofe  who 
had  projected  this  farce  fondly  hoped ;  many  people 
perfevered  in  their  ancient  worfhip,  and  the  commune 
ftill  protefted  againfl  the  influence  of  priefts ;  the 
plunder  of  the  churches  made  no  compenfation  for 
the  number  of  falaries  devoted  to  men  who  had  re. 
riounced  their  benefices ;  and  the  people  grew  indif- 
ferent to  the  exhibitions  of  priefls  uttering  profane 

iefls,  and  throwing  off  their  clerical  habits, 
25th.  i,,  6.        , 

1  he  convention  at  length,  on  the  motion  or 

Danton,  decreed  that  no  more  anti-religious  mafque* 
rades  mould  be  tolerated  in  their  hall ;  and  another 
law  ordered  that  no  feet  mould  predominate  or  be 
perfecuted. 

In  all  thefe  tranfactions,  the  agency  of  the  Corde- 
liers was  confpicuous ;  they  had  filled  with  their 
members  many  offices  in  the  department  of  Paris  and 
national  guard,  and  their  journals  were  profufely  cir- 
culated. They  alfo  exercifed  a  tyranny  over  the 
whole  city  by  requiring  a  filthy  uniformity  of  habili- 
ment, and  ftigmatifing  as  traitors  and  mufcadins,  all 
who  paid  attention  to  external  decorum ;  and  their 
adherents  claimed  peculiar  honours,  by  changing  their 
names  for  thofe  of  heroes  and  regicides  as  Brutus, 

Scsevola, 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  429 

Scaevola,  and  William  Tell.     The  leaders  of  the  Ja-  CH.  XI r. 
cobins  were  known  to  entertain  a  rooted  diflike  of 
the  Cordeliers,  and  their  rivalry  began  to  difplay  it- 
felf  in  motions  in  the  convention,  and  in  the  perfecu- 
tion  and  patronage  of  individuals  ;  but  the  power  of 
clubs  was  tp  be  aflailed  with  caution,  efpecially  as  the 
convention  had   decreed  after   the  victory 
over  BrifTot,  that  the  popular  focieties  had 
been  centres  of  patriotifm,  rocks  againfl  which  the 
efforts  of  ariftocracy  had  fplit,  and  denounced  fevere 
penalties  againft  all  who  mould  attempt  to  impede 
their  meetings. 

The  convention  began  the  attack  by  repro- 

r  a          u-  u  -i  A     /•       ^ 

bating  a  new  fyitem  which  prevailed  of  in- 
corporating women  into  public  clubs ;  bodies  of  this 
fex,  with  red  woollen  caps  and  tricoloured  ribands, 
paraded  the  flreets  compelling  others  to  adopt  their 
mode  of  habiliment.  They  at  length  thought  fit  to 
appear  in  the  convention,  and  their  orator  in  a  fwag- 
gering  fpeech  claimed  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
threatened  refiftance  to  oppreffion.  The  convention 

referred  the  addrefs  to  a  committee ;  who  in 

29th 
their  report  treated  thefe  ladies  as  fhe-adven- 

turers,    female  knight-errants,   and  petticoat -grena- 
diers ;  all  compulfory  interference  with  drefs 
was  prohibited,  and  all  clubs  of  women  for- 
bidden.    The  jacobin  club  alfo  difcouraged  the  af- 
fumption  of  heroic  names,  by  ftigmatifmg  as  cowards 

thofe 


430  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

CH.  XII.  thofe  who  aimed  by  fuch  means  without  other  merits 
to  gain  a  brevet  of  patriotifm. 

The  labours  of  the  Cordeliers  in  the  overthrow  of 
Chriftianity  rendered  them  odious  to  great  numbers 
of  people,  and  the  Jacobins  feized  that  opportunity  to 
ruin  their  opponents,  by  a  fcrutiny,  or  epuration,  as 
it  was  called,  of  the  lift  of  their  own  club.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  proceeding,  many  were  ftruck  off  and 
arrefted,  particularly  the  members  of  the  irreligious 

,, . .,      faction.  Ghabot,  Bazire.  and  Thuriot,  were 
1 6th  Nov.  ' 

early  victims ;  Ghaumette  read  a  fort  of  re- 
$^  cantation,  by  pronouncing  a  philippic  at  the 
Cordeliers  againft  clubs  of  women;  Camille  Def- 
moulins  found  great  difficulty  in  vindicating  his  con- 
duct, and  was  fuppofed  to  owe  his  fafety  only  to  the 
protection  of  Robefpierre  ;  and  Thomas  Pain  and 

Anacharfis  Clootz  were  deprived  of  their 
30th  Dec.    _         .      ,      ,     ._  ,          «.    i 

leats  in  the  legiflature  and  arreited. 

During  the  whole  year,  the  preffure  offcarcity  was 
feverely  felt  both  in  the  capital  and  departments;  and 
heart-piercing  complaints  were  daily  prefented  from 
the  poor,  who  famifhed  for  want  of  bread ;  and  from 
proprietors  of  grain,  fugar,  foap,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  who  were  plundered  by  the  mob  *.  The  mea- 
fure  moft  popular,  and  leaft  calculated  to  remove 
thefe  complaints,  was  that  of  eftablifhing  a  maximum, 

*  See  debates  from  the  £th  of  April  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
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or  certain  price  at  which  every  farmer  and  proprietor  CH.  XII. 
mould  be  obliged  to  fell  certain  eatables,  and  other  1793^ 
articles  of  confumption,  which  were  denominated  "  of 
the  fir  ft  neceflity.*'  Thefe  laws,  however,  which 
were  very  numerous,  extenfive,  and  fevere,  proved 
only  the  means  of  diffufmg  terror,  and  facilitating 
murder  and  robbery  under  colour  of  law.  One  fort 
of  bread  alone  was  ordered  to  be  baked  in  Paris,  called 
pain  de  regalite :  for  a  fcanty  fupply  of  this  the  poor 
befieged  the  doors  of  the  bakers  for  feveral  hours  in 
a  morning,  and  were  often  plundered  of  it  when 
obtained  ;  and  the  convention,  unable  to  fatiate  their 
hunger  or  appeafe  their  clamours,  reforted  to  doubt- 
ful and  diftant  expedients,  fuch  as  the  draining  of 
rim-ponds  to  plant  grain  and  nutritious  vegetables,  and 
the  converfion  of  pafture  and  pleafure  ground  into 
arable, 

One  great  caufe  of  diftrefs  was  the  want  of  cam, 
and  depreciation  of  affignats,  which  were  iffued  with 
fuch  profufion,  and  fo  often  counterfeited,  that  people 
were  averfe  to  felling  their  property  for  paper  of  fuch 
queftionable  value.  To  enforce  the  receipt  of  this 
medium  on  equal  terms  was  the  object  of  many  fe- 
vere but  impracticable  decrees ;  jobbing  was  forbid- 
den under  penalty  of  banifhment,  and  refufals  to  re- 
ceive aflignats  in  payment  were  made  puniihable  by 
fine  and  imprifonment.  Yet  the  fpirit  of  fpeculation 
could  not  be  fupprefled,  nor  the  confidence  of  the 
people  conciliated.  Affignats  were  fold  at  reduced 

prices, 
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CM.  XII.  prices^  and  every  new  emifllon  rendered  the  receipt 
1793~°f tnem  additionally  difficult. 

In   obtaining   fupplies    government    was 

9th  June.  r         r  r  .  . ..' 

more  luccelstul,  as  the  means  employed  were 

more  cogent.  After  many  other  expedients  had  been 
difcufled,  a  forced  loan  of  a  thoufand  millions  of 
Jivres  (43,750,0007.)  was  decreed  to  be  raifed  by  a 
tax  on  property.  Terror  impelled  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Departments  to  throw  their  gold  and  filver  into 
the  public  coffers,  happy  to  efcape  with  their  lives 
from  the  rigours  of  greedy  perquifition.  Yet  the  quan- 
16th.  Oft.  tity  of  cafh  which  was  obtained  was  infuffi- 
2ift  Nov.  cient,  and  government  decreed  the  confifca-  , 
tion  of  all  ingots  of  gold  and  filver,  and  a  refumption 
of  all  grants  of  national  domains,  the  treafury  refund- 
ing all  the  money  which  had  been  paid,  in  afiignats  at 
par :  by  thefe  and  other  extortionate  means  Cambon 
boafted  of  having  raifed  between  thirty-eight  and  forty 
millions  (about  i,7oo,ooc/.) ;  and  he  vaunted  the 
effects  of  terror,  in  making  men  who  had  buried  and 
concealed  their  money  bring  it  into  the  treafury.  The 
production  of  money  to  the  flate  was  confidered  a 
legitimate  end  of  criminal  law;  and  Barrere,  with 
atrocious  pleafantry,  termed  the  guillotine  the  na- 
tional mint*. 

Amid  all  their  cares,  intrigues,    and  crimes,  the 
rulers  of  France  omitted  no  opportunity  of  ftrength- 

*  See  the  debates. 

ening, 
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ening,  equipping,  and  encouraging,  their  armies.  The  CB.  XII, 
laws  of  requifition,  and  rifing  en  maffe^  which  had    1793, 
been  at  firft  feebly  fuggefted  and  languidly  executed, 
were  urged  with  greater  vehemence,  and  enforced 
by  all  the  means  in  the  hands  of  government.     All 
church-bells,  fave  one  for  each  parifh,  were   3iftjuly. 
caft  into  cannon.     All   apothecaries,    fur-  loth  Aug- 
geons,  and  phyficians,  were  put  in  requifition  for  the 
fervice  of  the  army,  and  the  commiffioners 

r  i_         j-n-  n      ,       Sift  July. 

ient  to  the  different  troops  were  mvefted 
with  unlimited  powers.     To  prevent  the  difbanding 
of  corps  on  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  • 
fervice,  Danton  obtained  a  decree  denouncing 
punimment  of  death  againfl  every  foldier  who  quitted 
his  colours  without  permiflion. 

All  other  modes  of  recruiting  being  found  ineffec- 
tual, the  committee  of  public  fafety  were  diligently 
occupied  in  giving  effect  to  the  project  for  a  levy  en 
maffe  ;  preparatory  to  the  prefentation  of  the  report, 

Barrere  compofed  an  addrefs  to  the  people, 

.     ,   ,  1 4th  Aug. 

which  in  energetic  terms  excited  themtoarms, 

and  invoked  the  deftruction  of  the  invaders.  In  a  week 
afterwards  he  produced  his  report,  which  was 
very  long,and  analyfed  the  principle  of  calling 
the  whole  country  into  a  ftate  of  requifition,  obviating 
objections,  and  mewing  the  fuperior  advantages  of 
that  plan  to  every  other.     A  decree  was  obtained 
amid  loud  applaufes,  comprifed  in  eighteen  articles, 
of  which  the  following  are  the  chief. 

I.  From 
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CH.  XII.       i.  From  the  prefent  moment  till  that  when  all  her 

V  J 

enemies  mall  have  been  driven  from  the  territory  or 
the  republic,  all  Frenchmen  mail  be  in  permanent 
readinefs  for  the  fervice  of  the  armies.  The  young 
men  mall  march  to  combat :  the  married  men  mall 
forge  arms,  and  tranfport  provifions :  the  women 
mail  make  tents  and  clothes,  and  wait  on  the  hofpi- 
tals :  the  children  mall  make  lint  of  old  linen ;  the 
old  men  mail  caufe  themfelyes  to  be  carried  to  fhe 
public  fquares,  to  excite  the  courage  of  the  warriors, 
to  preach  hatred  againft  kings,  and  the  unity  of  the 
republic. 

II.  The  national  edifices  mail  be  converted  into 
barracks,  the  public  fquares  into  manufactories  for 
arms,  the  ground  of  the  cellars  fhall  be  warned  with 
lye  to  extract  the  faltpetre. 

III.  The  arms  of  calibre  mall  be  immediately  de- 
livered to  thofe  who  are  to  march  againft  the  enemy: 
the  inteinal  fervice  of  the  republic  mall  be  performed 
with  fowling-pieces  and  pikes. 

IV.  All  faddle-horfes  mail  be  given  up  to  complete 
the  cavalry;  the  draught-horfes  and  others,  except 
thofe  employed  for  purpofes  of  agriculture,  fhall  con- 
vey the  artillery  and  provifions. 

V.  The  committee  of  public  fafety  is  charged  to 
take  all  neceflary  meafures  to  eftablifh,  without  de- 
lay, an   extraordinary   manufacture  of  arms  of  all 
kinds,  fuitable  to  the  ftate  and  energy  of  the  French 
nation.     It  is  authprifed,  in  confequence,  to  form  all 

the 
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the  eftablifhments,  manufactories,  and  working-places,  CH.  XII. 
which  mall  be  deemed  necefiary  for  the  execution  of 
thofe  works ;  and  to  fummon  throughout  the  re- 
public all  artifans  and  workmen  who  can  contribute  to 
their  fuccefs.  The  fum  of  thirty  millions  (1,31 2,5007.) 
mall  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifter  at  war.  The 
central  eftablifliment  of  this  extraordinary  manufac- 
ture fhall  be  at  Paris. 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fent  into  the 
departments  to  execute  the  prefent  law  fhall  have  the 
fame  authority  in  their  refpe&ive  circles,  and  fhall 
concert  meafures  with  the  committee  of  public  fafety  : 
they  are  inverted  with  the  fame  unlimited  powers  as 
are  intruded  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  with 
the  armies. 

VI f.  No  Frenchman  fummoned  to  ferve  fhall  be 
fuffered  to  fend  a  fubflitute.  The  public  functionaries 
fhall  remain  at  their  port. 

VIII.  The  rifing  or  movement  fhall  be  general : 
the  unmarried  or  widowed  citizens,  from  the  age  of 
eighteen  to  twenty-five,  fhall  march  firfl ;  they  fhali 
form  without  delay  in  the  chief  place  of  their  diftrift; 
they  fhall  be  daily  drilled. 

IX.  The  battalion  which  fhall  be  organifed  in 
every  diftrict,  fhall  be  ranged  under  a  banner  with 
this  infcription — "  The  French  nation  rlfen  again/I  ty- 
rants" 

The  council-general  of  the  commune,  on  the  fame 
day,  put  in  requifmon  all  workmen  in  iron,  mafons, 

tilers, 
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CH.  XII.  tilers,   carpenters,  cartwrights,  turners,  and  found- 

17<)3.    ers>  and  a^  ^eac^  and  ifon  m  the  hands  of  dealers, 

fave  only  the  quantity  necefiary  for  the  reparation  of 

water-pipes.     Every  moemaker   was  com- 

25th  Oft.  „     ,          r          -n  r 

pelled  to  rurniln  every  ten  days,  rive  pair  or 
{hoes  of  a  certain  fhape  which  foldiers   alone  were 
permitted  to  wear,  and  a  proportionate  number  for 
every  apprentice  he  employed.     All  faltpetre,  and 
materials  for  making  it,    were   put   in  requifition  ; 
and   the   pretence   of  fearching  for  fuch    materials 
formed  the  means  of  great  plunder,  vexation,  and 
tyranny.  The  manufacture  of  cannon  foon  proceeded 
with  aftomihing  rapidity  and  fuccefs;  in  little  more 
than  two  months  the  eftablimments  at  Paris  promifed 
to  produce  a  thoufand  mufkets  a-day ;    the 
cannon- foundery  at  the  Luxembourg  had  iffued 
a  hundred  and  four  pieces;  that  of  the  Square  of  Indivi- 
fibility  a  hundred  and  thirty-four;  and  Carnot  boafted 
that  France,  which  had  hitherto  been  dependent  on 
her  enemies  for  the  firft  articles  of  defence,  would  foon 
fupply  the  reft  of  the  world  from  her  fuperfluity. 

Rigorous  meafures  were  alfo  adopted  to  prevent 
evafions  of  the  requifition ;  .thofe  who  fled  from  their 
places  of  abode  were  to  be  treated  as  emigrants,  and 
their  relations  punifhed  for  their  fault.  No  plea  of  ill 
health  was  admitted  except  on  the  certificate  of  a  me- 
dical profeflbr  ;  and  a  falfe  certificate  fubjected  any 
of  thefe  to  imprifonment.  The  firft  requifition  w.as 
fpeedily  raifed,  and  employed  on  garrifon-  duty* 

thu? 
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* 

thus  permitting  the  veterans  who  had  guarded  fort-  CH.  Xir. 
refles  to  engage  in  more  a&ive  fervice.    Be- 
fides  thefe,  a  new  force  was  raifed  for  the 
prote&ion  of  government  under  the  name  of  a  revo- 
lutionary army  ;  it  confifted  of  fix  thoufand  picked 
men  and  twelve  hundred  cannoneers,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  was  deemed  no  inconfiderable 
patronage. 

To  infure  prompt  and  vigorous  exertion  in  the 
field,  great  feverities  were  exercifed  againft  the  gene- 
rals who  failed  in  enterprifes,  or  incurred  fufpicion 
of  treafon.  The  adherents  of  Dumouriez  were 
fpeedily  facrificed ;  Lanoue  and  Stengel  were  exe- 
cuted immediately  after  his  flight.  Mi- 

...  r     ,  JlthAnr. 

randa,  though  his   opponent,  was   purlued 

with  great  rancour ;  and  after  being  once  acquitted 
by  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  again  imprifoned,  and 
kept  in  daily  alarm  for  his  fate*.  Miaczinlki, 

r,   i./i      •       •  -^ 

a   roliln   intriguer   much  attached  to  Du- 
mouriez, was  fentenced  by  the  revolutionary  tribunal 
and  executed,  after  a  mean  attempt  to  fave  himfelf  by 
pretending   to   difclofe  important  fecrets.      Devaux 
was  alfo  put  to  death,  though  he  pleaded  that  his  difo- 
bedience  to  Dumouriez  would  have  occafioned  his 
being   delivered  up   to   the   Auftrians,  from  whofe 
fervice  he  was  a  deferter.     Lefcuyer  fuffered 
death  for  attempting  to  influence  his  detach- 
ment near  Valenciennes  to  aflift  in  arrefting  the  com- 

*  See  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  243. 

miffioners : 
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CB.  XII.  miflioners s  before  his  death  he  left  a  denunciation 
againfl  Ferrand  the  governor  of  that  fortrefs,  which 
occafioned  his  imprifonment,  and  early  in  the  enfuing 
year  his  execution. 

After  the  furrender  of  Conde,  Valenciennes,  and 
Mentz,  Cuftine  was  accufed  of  having  occafioned 
thofe  difafters  by  his  negligence,  corruption,  and 
profufion ;  and  his  attempts  to  enforce  discipline 

were  imputed  to  him  as  crimes.     He  under- 
]6th.  .  ,  ,    r        *  i    • 

went  a  long  trial  before  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, and  many  witneffes  were  examined  againfl 
him,  though  he  was  refufed  permiflion  to  call  any 

in  exculpation.     He  was  fentenced  to  death  ; 

and  underwent  his  fate,  according  to  the 
accounts  of  the  journals,  with  courage  and  piety,  but 
according  to  other  writers,  with  timidity  and  un- 
manly uneafmefs  *.  His  fon  foon  afterwards  fhared 
his  fate,  and  his  daughter-in-law  was  long  confined 
in  the  prifon  of  St.  Pelagic.  Befides  thefe  many  other 
commanders  of  armies  were  fent  to  gaol,  or  to  the  fcaf- 
fold  j  and  the  convention  avowed  as  a  reafon  for  their 
feverity,  the  defire  of  introducing  a  new  fyflem  of 
ta&ics,  which  mould  confift  in  perpetual  attacks,  and 
the  gaining  of  victories  by  inceflant  efforts  and  fupe- 
riority  of  numbers. 

To  the  effects  of  this  fyftem  in  various  quarters  our 
attention  is  now  directed.  After  the  furrender  of  Va- 
lenciennes, the  allied  commanders  feparated  their 

*  See  Moniteur,  &c.  For  the  contrary  ftatement/  fee  JPio 
tionnaire  des  Horames  Marquans,  article  Cuftine. 

forces, 
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forces,  and  proceeded  on  a  preconcerted  plan  to  be-  Cn.XII. 
fiege  Dunkirk  and  Quefnoy.  A  joint  attack  was  in-  1793. 
tended  by  the  duke  of  York  and  general  Clerfaye  on 
the  ftrong  pofition  called  le  Camp  de  CeTar ;  but 
when  the  neceflary  difpofitions  had  been  made  with 
great  judgment,  the  enemy  evacuated  it  in  gth  Aug. 
the  night.  The  duke  of  York  then  took  isth. 
pofieflion  of  a  camp  near  Turcoin  j  and  on  the  fame 
day  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange  attacked  the 
French  polls  at  Mauvaix,  Blaton,  and  Lincelles,  of 
which  he  took  the  two  latter.  At  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  however,  the  republicans  returned  on  Lin- 
celles ;  and  the  hereditary  prince,  having  made  great 
detachments  of  his  force,  was  obliged  to  folicit  fuccour 
from  the  Britifh  commander.  Three  battalions  of 
guards  were  immediately  fent  under  general  Lake  ; 
but  on  their  arrival  they  found  the  enemy  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  place,  the  Dutch  having  been  driven  out 
in  an  oppofite  direction.  Notwithflanding  the  great 
difparity  of  numbers  and  flrength,  it  was  judged  proper 
to  attack;  and  the  valour  of  the  Britifh  troops  was 
eminently  difplayed  in  driving  the  French  from  this 
flrong  pofition  through  the  village  of  Lincelles,  taking 
fifty  prifoners,  with  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  leaving  between  two  and  three  hundred  killed  and 
wounded. 

Meanwhile  field-maHhal  Freytag  advanced 
to  co-operate  with  the  duke  of  York,  defeating 
the  republicans  in  his  way  at  Oofl  Capelle,  Rexpaede, 

VOL.  i.  c;  G  and 
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CH.  XII.  and   Hondfchoote.     The  duke  immediately 

* — - — '    22d. 
1793.  marched   from  Furnes,  and  the  allies  took 

their  ground  within  a  league  of  Dunkirk ;  the  French 
having  in  their  retreat  cut  the  dyke  between  that  city 
and  Bergue,  by  means  of  which  they  could  inundate 
great  part  of  the  country  from  the  fea.  After  feveral 
fkirmifhes,  the  allies  drove  the  republicans  into  the 
town,  which  the  duke  of  York  fummoHed,  and 
received  an  anfwer  in  terms  of  defiance. 
The  Britifh  commande'r  was  ported  on  both  fides 
of  the  canal  of  Furnes,  between  Ghivelde  and  Aftrin- 
konke,  his  front  extending  to  Dunes  along  the  fea. 
The  befieged  had  abundant  means  of  annoying  him 
with  gun-boats,  while  thofe  expected  from  England 
did  not  arrive.  But  the  French  adopted  more  vigor- 
ous meafures  for  raifmg  the  fiege  j  they  fent  pod 
from  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle  a  rein* 
forcement  of  forty  thoufand  men  *  ;  and  exchanged 
the  garrifon  of  three  thoufand  men,  of  whofe  fidelity 
th«y  were  fufpicious,  for  twelve  thoufand  on  whom 

they  could  rely.     Thus  furnifhed  with  an 
6th  Sept.  f   ,    .        r  ,  ,    i    ,*  , , 

overwhelming  force,    they  attacked  field- 

marmal  Freytag,  near  the  village  of  Arnecke,  and 
drove  him  back  with  great  lofs  to  Hondfchoote.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  engagement,  Freytag  and  prince 
Adolphus  were  flightly  wounded,  and  for  a  fhort 
time  ia  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  were  refcued  by  ge- 

*  See  Carnot's  Anfwer  to  BailleuL 

neral 
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neral  Walmoden.  An  attack  was  made,  the 
fame  evening,  on  the  duke  of  York,  and  the 
next  day  Freytag's  troops  were  again  aflailed  and  de- 
feated at  Hondfchoote  ;  and  the  duke  was  obliged  to 
raife  the  fiege  with  precipitation,  and  retreat  with  the 
lofs  of  his  battering  artillery,  and  a  great  quantity  ot 
ammunition  and  ftores.  Though  the  convention  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  of  this  victory  with  joy,  it  did 
not  prevent  their  accufmg  their  general,  Hou chard, 
of  negle&ing  to  purfue  his  advantages  to  the  utmoft, 

and  drive  the  Britifh  army  into  the  fea  :  and 

,      1 6th  Nov. 
on  this  charge  he  was  condemned  to  death 

by  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  his  property  con- 
fifcated. 

In  drawing  fo  large  an  army  to  Dunkirk, 
the  French  had  weakened   the  defence   of 
Quefnoy,  which  in  confequence  yielded  to  general 
Clerfaye,  the  garrifon  being  made  prifoners  of  war. 

Flufhed   with  their  fucceis  at  Dunkirk,  and  ani- 
mated by  their  fuperiority  in  numbers,  the  French 

now  meditated  the  reconqueft  of  Flanders;  and 

...  ,  Sept. 

the  convention,  anticipating  the  event,  re- 
commended that  their  generals  mould  not  lofe  time 
in  municipalifing  the  country,  but  draw  from  it 
great  quantities  of  provifions  and  golden  ingots.  A 
feries  of  active  fervices  and  fevere  engagements  took 
place  from  the  loth  of  September  till  near  the  end 
of  the  month,  when  the  allies  were  enabled  to  con- 

G  o  2  gratulate 
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CH.  XII.  gratulate  themfelves  on  having  recovered  the  poft* 
they  had  loft,  and  prote&ed  all  Auflrian  Flanders. 

On  the  29th,  a  divifion  of  the  army  under  prince 
Cobourg  crofted  the  Sambre  in  various  columns, 
to  form  the  fiege  of  Maubeuge.  They  had  chofen 
their  ground  with  characteriftic  judgment ;  and  the 
French  were  obliged  to  exert  their  whole  force  for 
15th  and  t^le^r  expulfion.  This  dangerous  enterprife 
Kith  O6t.  Was  entrufted  as  a  coup-d'eflai  to  general 
Jourdan ;  and  Carnot  and  Duquefnoy,  the  deputies  on 
million,  headed  detachments  in  perfon.  The  conteft 
lafled  two  days  j  and  the  republicans  finally  fucceeded 
in  gaining  the  pofition,  though  they  loft  a  greater 
number  of  men  than  the  allies,  and  although  twenty- 
four  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  from  them  without 
their  gaining  one  to  counterbalance  the  lofs.  The 
fiege  of  Maubeuge  was  raifed ;  but  it  mould  not  be 
omitted  to  mention,  that  Drouet,  the  poft- 
mafter  of  St.  Menehould,  being  one  of  the 
deputies  on  million,  was  captured  in  an  attempt  to 
efcape,  and  fent  prifoner  to  the  fortrefs  of  Spitzberg 
in  Moravia. 

The  enfuing  days  of  October  were  occupied  in  a 
feriesof  bloody  engagements,  in  which,  though  often 
repulfed,  the  French  were  fo  far  fuccefsful  as  to 
make  confiderable  advances  in  Flanders,  fpread  terror 
to  Brufiels  andOftend,  and  form  the  fiege  of  Nieuport. 
The  duke  of  York,  in  this  crifis,  exerted  great  vigour 
and  judgment  in  repelling  the  enemy;  and,afterafevere 

ftruggle, 
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ftruggle,  induced  them  to  abandon  the  projects  they  CH-  XII. 
had  formed  againft  Menin,  Ypres,  and  that  fide  of    1793. 
Auftrian  Flanders.     Nieuport  was  only  pro- 
tected from  their  approaches  by  inundation  ; 
and  a  detachment  from  the  Britifh  fleet,  under  admiral 
Macbride,    arriving   at   this  critical  juncture,    they 
were  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  retreating  haftily  in 
the  night.     They    were    afterwards   driven 
from  Furnes,  and  attacked  in  their  pofts  at 
Ors  and  Chatillon  fur  Sambre.     Marchiennes  was 
taken  by  a  detachment  under  generals  Kray   29th  Oft. 
and  Otto,  and  Poperinghue  by  a  detach-  J6th  Nov. 
ment  from  the   garrifon   of  Ypres   under   general 
Sallis  ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  produced 
only  a  few  affairs  of  pofts  *. 

After  the  furrender  of  Mentz,  the  hoftile  armies 
continued  for  fome  time  inactive,  except  fome  at- 
tempts of  the  Pruffians  to  penetrate  into  the  plains  of 
Alface,  which  were  not  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs.  In  September,  a  divifion  of  the  French 
army,  under  general  Moreau,  attacked  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick's  carnp  at  Pirmafens,  and  were  in  fome 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  when  the  duke,  by  a  judicious  ma- 
noeuvre, furrounded  three  thoufand  men,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  lay  down  their  arms ;  the  remainder 
effected  a  retreat  in  confufion,  and  with  lofs,  while 
the  victors  burned  a  camp  near  Bitche.     In  fupport 

*  Chiefly  from  the  Gazettes. 

Of     ' 
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CH.  XII  of  Moreau's  enterprife,  a  feigned  attack  was  made 
]7yj<  on  general  Kalreuth,  who  cut  to  pieces  the  regiineAt 
called  by  way  of  diftin&ion  les  fans-culottes.  Several 
other  unfuccefsful  attacks  were  made  on  the  fame 
day  ;  and  the  convention,  difiatisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  Landremont,  who  headed  this  army,  removed 
him,  and  for  a  time  conferred  the  chief  command  on 
Moreau,  whofe  rifing  reputation  was  not  obfcured  by 
his  ill  fuccefs ;  but  afterwards  on  Hoche,  a  ferocious 
fans-culotte,  raifed  from  the  dregs  of  the  people, 
and  diilinguiflied  by  mofl  violent  and  difgufting  man- 
ners. The  remainder  of  September,  however,  pro- 
duced only  affairs  of  pofts ;  and  the  king  of  Pruflia 
then  retiring  to  head  his  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Po- 
land, the  command  devolved  on  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick. 

This  {kilful  officer  projected  a  general  and  compli- 
cated attack  on  the  French  lines  at  Lautre,  which 

was  executed   with  great  fuccefs ;  the  ene- 
13th  oa.  .     .    .  .      _ 

my,  in  their  panic,  evacuating  Lauterbourg, 

though  it  wus  provided  with  abundant  means  of  de- 
fence ;  and  WeifTembourg  yielding  after  a  fhort  de- 
fence, much  difproportioned  to  its  ftrength,     The  de- 
feat of  the  French  was  complete  in  every  direction ; 
they  had  between  three  and  four  thoufand  killed  and 
wounded,  befides  lofing  twenty-fix  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  the  fame  time,  another  portion  of  the  army,  un- 
der general  Mezeros,  captured  the  town  of 
Haguenau  ;  general  Wurmfer  advancing  to 

his 
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his  fupport,  encountered  the  French,  whom,  after  CH.  XI I. 
an  obftinate  engagement,  he  drove  from  the  heights  of 
Brurapt  with  great  lofs ;  while  the  prince  de  Waldeck 
took  Druzenheim,  and  invefted  Fort  Louis,  which 
furrendered  in  lefs  than  a  month,  yielding  to  the  vic- 
tors four  thoufand  prifoners,  a  hundred  and  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  large  quantities  of  ammunition 
and  flores. 

The  republicans  now  ufed  the  mofl  rigorous  means 
to  extort  contributions  from  the  rich  inhabitants  of 
Flanders.  They  continued,  during  the  whole  month 
of  November,  making  attacks  on  the  line  of  the  allies, 
but  were  driven  back  beyond  Hombourg ; 
and  after  a  defeat  by  general  Wurmfer,  in 
which  they  loft  fifteen  thoufand  men  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prifoners,  they  were  compelled  to  evacuate 
the  duchy  of  Deux-Ponts,  though  they  carried  off 
twelve  of  the  richeft  inhabitants  as  hoftages  for  pay- 
ment of  a  contribution  of  two  millions  of  livres 
(87,5oo/.)«  Nothing  .remained  to  oppofe  the  entry 
of  the  Pruflians  into  Alface  but  the  fortrefs 
of  Bitche,  which  a  detachment  of  fix  thou- 
fand men,  led  by  an  emigrant  officer,  attempted 
to  furprife  in  the  night.  As  they  were  proceeding 
along  the  defiles  of  the  mountains  which  commanded 
the  town,  the  alarm  was  fuddenly  given ;  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  wooden  building  fetting  it  on  fire, 
enabled  the  garrifon  to  take  diftinft  aim  at  the  in- 
vaders j  and  the  troops,  being  duly  prepared,  made  a 

vigorous 
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CH.  XII.  vigorous  refiflance,  and  finally  repelled  the  attack  in 
J793.    every  quarter  *. 

This  fuccefs  was  followed  by  others  more  import- 
ant ;  the  campaign  againfl  the    other  army  of  the 
allies  being  finifhed,  the  expedient  praftifed  at  Dun- 
kirk was  renewed  with  equal  fuccefs  :  daily  reinforce- 
ments, fent  poft,  enabled  the  French  to  furmount  all 
the  efforts  of  (kill  and  difcipline  by  fuperiority  of 
numbers.     Pichegru  and  Hoche  carried,  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  redoubts  which 
covered  Haguenau,  taking  that  place,  as  well  as  Drufen- 
heim  and  Bifchweillers,  and  finally,  by  a  defperate  at- 
tack in  which  they  were  feveral  times  repulfed, 
26th.     ,  ,    . 

they  compelled  the  whole  army  to   retreat 

acrofs  the  Rhine,  raifing  the  blockade  of  Landau ; 
but  a  garrifon  was  left  in  Fort  Louis,  and  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  took  a  pofition  to  cover  Mentz  f- 

In  the  Eaftern  Pyrenees,  don  Ricardos,  after  his 
fuccefs  at  Bellegarde,  befieged  Collioure,  and 

and        after  feveral  affairs  of  pofts  captured  Prades 
4th  Aug.  and   yille   Frallche>     The  French  general 

Dagobert  advanced  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the 
Spaniards,   and    feveral    fevere    engagements    were 
fought  in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  with  alternate  fuccefs. 
At  length  the  preponderance  feemed  to  in- 
cline on  the  French  fide ;  after  feveral  hard- 

*  Vie  de  Lazare  Hoche,  vol.  J.  p.  109. 

f  See  the  Gazettes  and  Journals  \  Hiftoire  du  Regne  de  Frederic- 
Guillaume  II.  vol. III.  chap.  xi. 

fought 
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fought  actions,  and  feme  repulfes,  they  recovered  Ville  CH.  XII. 
Franche,  forced  the  camp  at  Prades,  and  took  Thuir,    179^ 
St.  Colombe,  and  Elhe.     They  even  invaded 
the  province  of  Catalonia,  took  the  town 
of  Campredon,  recovered  Argeles,  placed  Colioure 
in   fafety,   re-eftablifhed    the    communications   with 
Perpignan,  and   occupied  the   heights  which   com- 
manded Boullan. 

Deflers  being  removed  from  the  command  and 
imprifoned,   and   Dagobert   permitted   to  retire   to 
Montpelier,  the  government  of  the  army  was  confer- 
red on  Daouft,  who  alfo  invaded  the  Spanifh       h  Q  ~ 
territory,  and  took  Canteloup ;  but  the  Spa-  uth  ^eCm 
niards  were  avenged  by  a  brilliant  victory,      2oth. 
which  they  gained  at  Rouflillon,  and  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  furrender  of  the  towns  of  Port  Vendre 
and   Collioure,    and  the  fort  of  St.    Elms,   in  all 
which  places  they  gained  an  immenfe  booty. 

Don  Ventura  Caro  had  concluded  his  campaign  in 
the  weftern  Pyrenees  at  an  earlier  period.  Having 
ftripped  and  razed  the  fort  of  Hendaye,  the  Spaniards 
formed  fmall  camps  on  the  mountain  of  Louis  XIV. 
which  the  French  took  and  burnt,  attaching  much 
more  celebrity  to  the  a&ion  than  its  real  importance 
could  warrant.  Servan  was  removed,  and  fent  pri- 
foner  to  Paris,  being  fucceeded  by  Delbecq  and  La- 
bourdonnaye.  The  divifion  under  Delbecq  Jul  aRj 
was  employed  in  fkirmifhes,  while  Labour-  Auguii, 
donnaye  was  preparing  for  a  greater  attempt ;  but 
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CH.  XII  both  generals  dying  at  nearly  the  fame  period,  the 
}7<;3.    command  of  the  whole  force  devolved  on  Defprez; 

Craftier.     The  new  general  endeavoured  to 
29th  Aiif. 

furprife  ail  the  pofitions  of  the  Spaniards; 

but  being  foiled  in  his  attempt,  was  removed  from 
the  command  and  fent  prifoner  to  Paris.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  campaign  produced  no  event  worthy 
of  commemoration,  except  the  capture  and  burning 

by  the  republicans  of  the  villages  of  Zueur- 
7th  Sept.     J  J  fc 

ramurdy  and  Urdax,  and  a  change  or  poii- 

tion,  which  the  French  effe&ed  with  great  judgment, 
and  in  which  the  valour  and  prudence  of  Latour 
d'Auvergne  were  eminently  confpicuous  *. 

The  army  of  the  Alps  and  Italy  was  now  com* 
manded  by  Kellermann,  Brunei  having  been  fent  to 
Paris  in  difgrace,  and  executed.  The  king  of  Sardi- 
nia headed  his  own  troops  in  perfon  j  feveral 
fkirmifhes  took;  place,  with  various  fuccefs ; 
Kellermann  boafled  of  great  victories ;  but  the  con- 
vention deprived  him  of  his  command,  and  imprifon- 
•>3d  and  ec*  ^m  m  l^e  Abbaye.  Maffena,  who  was 
iiithNoy.  his  fucceflbr,  ftormed  with  great  bravery  and 
judgment  two  flrong  pofts  in  the  Alps,  called  CafteK 
pinefte?  and  le  Brec  ;  this  exploit  was  performed  by 
the  troops  carrying  in  their  arms  a  four-pounder  for 
$he  fpace  of  two  miles :  the  pofl  of  Figaret  was  alfo. 

*    From  Mcmoircs  fur  la  dernier  Guerre  entre  la  France  et 
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captured,  and  Maflena  was  enabled  to  affirm,  that  the  CH.  Xir. 
advantages  of  two  days  had  ftamped  on  the  arms  of   1793. 
the  republic  the  ieal  of  vi&ory  *. 

In  the  fupprerTion  of  dcmeftic  infurredion,  the  ex- 
ertions of  government  were  attended  with  flill  greater 
fuccefs.  General  Wimpfen,  after  a  flight  and  rather 
ridiculous  opposition,  fought  lafety  in  flight ;  and 
fubir.iilion  pervaded  the  departments  of  Calvados  and 
Eirrc.  Thofe  of  the  Somme  and  Oife  were  fubje&ed 
to  plunder  and  proftfription,  without  the  pretext  of  a 
ferious  infurrtCtion  ;  and  Beauvais  was  expofed  to  all 
the  horrors  of  republican  violence  to  extort  from  the 
inhabitants  fixty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fixty  (even  livres  and  four  fous  (27247.  3^.  9^.), 
though  the  means  ufed  to  gain  this  paltry  contribu- 
tion fufpended  the  labours  of  the  manufactory  of 
tapeftry. 

Againft  the  infurgents  in  La  Vendee  Jlrong  mea- 
furcs  were  devifed,  the  fuccefs  of  which  might  have 
been  doubtful,  but  the  progrefs  of  events,  aided  pro- 
bably by  corruption,  gave  the  agents  of  government 
many  advantages.  The  royal  and  catholic  army  was 
divided  by  factions,  originating  in  jcaloufy  of  d'Elbee, 
Bonchamp,  and  the  prefident  of  that  council  under 
whofe  direction  they  had  hitherto  experienced  fuch 
confpicuous  good  fortune.  Charette  led  a  feparate 
army,  formed  entirely  in  the  department  of  La  Ven- 

.  *  The  words  of  his  difpatch  U>  the  cpnventien. 

dee, 
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Cri.  XII.  dee,  interfering  with  none  of  the  other  parties,  but 

1793     jeal°us  of  them  all.     Lefcure,  d'Autichamp,  and  the 

prince  de  Talmont,  fon  of  the  due  de  la  Trimouille, 

were  the  chief  rivals  of  d'Elbee,  and  their  faction  by 

degrees  prevailed  both  in  the  council  and  the 

field.       Charette  failed  in   two   attacks  on 

Lu9on,  and  a  body  of  republicans  under   general 

Roufillon  defeated  the  royalifts  at  Doue  ;  but  the 

feeble  ftate  of  the  army,  after  the  great  rout  at  Vihiers, 

prevented  any  grand  effort,  and  the  infurgents  did 

not  wifh  to  engage  in  large  expeditions  till  the  harveft 

was  got  in. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  convention  employed  the 
garrifons  of  Valenciennes,    Mentz,    and   Conde,  in 
recruiting  the  army  of  La  Vendee,  gaining  thus  the 
advantage  of  employing  veterans  in  that  important 
fervice ;  and  feveral  decrees  were  pafTed  for  improving 
the  condition  and  difcipline  of  the  forces,  and  fecuring 
the  fidelity  and  regularity  of  the  flaff.  Till  the 
arrival  of  the  garrifon -troops,  the  republicans 
were  not  anxious  to  feek  encounters,  and  the  royalifts 
only  engaged  in  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  thofe  from  Mentz.     But  when  the  pre- 
paratory operations  were  completed,  and  the  fuccours 
arrived,  meafures  were  taken  for  raifmg  the  country 
fn  maffe ;  and  the  deputies  on  million  boafled  of  being 
joined  by  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  of  the  pea- 
fantry,  armed  with  axes,  fcythes,  and  implements  of 
hufbandry,  to  deftroy  fugitives. 

According 
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According  to  a  plan  arranged  in  a  council  of  war,  CH.  XIF. 
general  Canclaux  took  Lege,  Machecoul,  and  feveral 
other  places,while  Beyfler  captured  the  ftrong  town  of 
Montaigu  ;  but  the  royalifts,  according  to  their  ufual 
policy,  returned  on  the  republicans  while  in  imaginary 
fecurity,  drove  them  from  the  town,  and  compelled 
both  Beyfler  and  Canclaux  to  feek  refuge  under  the 
walls  of  Nantes.  Beyfler  was  immediately  fent  to 
Paris,  and  perimed  on  the  fcaftbld. 

This  fuccefs  of  the  infurgents  was  amply 

.    ,        ,       r  .?  r  ,    .     13th  Sept. 

counterbalanced  by  the  failure  or  an  exploit 

planned  by  d'Autichamp  and  the  prince  de  Talmont 
againft  Doue.  The  republicans,  apprifed  of  their  in- 
tpntion,  were  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  the 
confpicuous  mifconduft  of  the  royalifl  leaders  occa- 
fioned  a  total  rout  of  their  forces.  Lefcure  made 
alfo,  on  the  fame  day,  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on 
Thouars. 

Deceived  by  the  appearances  following  thefe  events, 
Roflignol  pufhed  forward  parties  of  fix  hundred  each, 
under  Duhoux  and  Santerre,  with  inflruclions  to 
reach  Chollet ;  but  both  generals  were  defeated  with 
the  lofs  of  mod  of  their  men,  and  all  their  artillery 
and  baggage.  Canclaux  had,  however,  recom- 
menced his  operations  on  the  fide  of  Nantes,  and 
again  taken  Cliffon  and  Montaigu,  and  pumed  for- 
ward as  far  as  St.  Syphorien,  when  he  was  fuperfeded 
by  general  Lechelle. 

the 
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XII.  The  general  balance  of  fuccefs   now  in- 

,_j  lu  Oa.          .  .  _ 

^  clming  m   their   favour,   the    committee   or 

public  fafety,  by  their  orator  Barrere,  obtained  a  de- 
cree uniting  the  armies  acting  in  La  Vendee  under 
one  commander,  nominating  Lechelle  to  that  fitua- 
tion,  and  declaring  the  confidence  of  the  legifla- 
ture  that  this  execrable  war  would  be  terminated 
before  the  2oth  of  the  month.  The  army 
haftening  to  execute  this  decree,  diflodged 
the  royalifts  from  Brefluire,  and  entered  Charillon 
without  oppofition.  The  infurgents,  however,  re- 
turning in  their  ufual  manner,  the  city  was  retaken, 
and  again  captured  by  the  republicans,  who  preffed 
forward  to  the  general  rendezvous  at  Mortagne, 
where  the  divifions  of  Lucon  and  Nantes  were  al- 
ready arrived  without  oppofition  :  a  flrong  proof  of 
the  difcord  prevalent  in  the  royalift  army. 

The  force  from  Nantes,  including  the  garrifons, 
was  reduced,  by  frequent  fkirmifhes,  to  twenty-eight 
thoufand  men ;  but  they  were  permitted  to  take 

Chollet,  without  oppofition.     Lechelle  had 
.  ..... 

dnpoied  thele  troops  in  an  injudicious  pon- 

tion  under  the  walls,  when  d*Elbee,  Bonchamp,  Lef- 
cure,  Stofflet,  and  feveral  other  royalift  chiefs,  at  the 
head  of  fifty-five  thoufand  men,  made  a  dreadful 
onfet,  and  for  two  hours  appeared  to  have  gained  the 
viclory  ;  the  advantage,  however,  turned  in  favour 
of  the  republicans;  who  completely  routed  their  ad- 

verfaries, 
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Verfaries,  having  mortally  wounded  d'Elbce,  Boti-  C«.  Xii. 
champ,  and  Lefcure.  To  the  difappearance  of  thefe  1793, 
chiefs  the  defeat  is  in  fome  meafure  attributed,  but 
more  to  the  fteady  valour  of  the  troops  from  Mentz  ; 
and  mod  of  all  to  the  opinion  maintained  by  the 
prince  de  Talmont  and  d'Autichamp,  that  their  army 
could  not  maintain  itfelf  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Loire,  and  that  it  would  be  mod  prudent  to  crofs 
that  river,  in  order  to  march  to  Paris,  or,  in  cafe  of 
defeat,  to  gain  fome  fea-port  in  Britanny,  and  requeft 
foreign  afliftance.  In  preparation  for  the  execution 
of  this  project,  troops,  which  might  have  been  more 
advantageoufly  employe*!,  were  ftationed  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  to  protect  the  paflage  of  a  vaft 
crowd  of  priefts,  ladies,  and  children,  who  encumbered 
the  army.  Charette,  who  might  have  fallen  on  the 
rear  of  the  republicans,  abftained  from  acting,  in 
hope«  that  the  retreat  of  the  main  army  would  leave 
him  fole  mafter  of  La  Vendee.  The  peafantry,  ac- 
cording to  their  ufage,  difperfed  in  every  direction, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  royal  force  followed  the 
prince  de  Talmont  in  his  paflage  over  the  17^,  mh, 
JUoire,  which  was  effected  in  three  days,  I9th>  °a- 
though  not  without  confiderable  impediment  from 
the  enemy.  The  whole  number  of  his  followers  was 
eftimated  at  thirty  thoufand,  of  whom  one-third  were 
an  incumbrance  to  his  flight,  and  an  impediment  to 
his  operations. 

La  Vendee  being  thus  evacuated,  the  convention 

afcribed 
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CH.  XII^  afcribed  omnipotence  to  their  decree,  and  in  boaflful 
17U3.  terms  communicated  to  all  the  departments  that  La 
Vendee  exifted  no  more ;  but  as  foon  as  the  main 
body  of  the  republicans  had  croffed  the  river  in  pur- 
fuit  of  de  Talmont,  Charette  gained  feveral  advan- 
tages, which  were,  however,  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  reduced  to  the  poflefiion  of  the  ifle  of  Noirmou- 
tier  only. 

Soon  after  he  had  crofTed  the  Loire,  the 
prince  de  Talmont  took  pofleflion  of  Laval, 
with  fo  much  eafe  as  to  caufe  fufpicion  of  treachery. 
He  was  twice  attacked  by  the  republicans ;  but  their 
general  Lechelle  failing  in  both  attempts,  and  being 
ordered  to  Paris,  anticipated  the  fate  he  faw  impend- 
ing over  him,  by  fwallowing  poifon. 

The  royal  army  was  now  augmented  to  eighty 
thoufand,  but  in  want  of  ammunition  and  provifion ; 
and  the  convention,  to  prevent  their  obtaining  fup- 
plies,  decreed  that  every  place  where  they  were  re- 
ceived, or  not  refitted,  mould  be  razed,  and  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  con&fcated.  Great  efforts 
were  alfo  made  for  raifing  the  people  en  majje,  and 
the  prince  de  Talmont,  feeling  the  approach  of 
want,  formed  the  bold  and  dangerous  refolution  of 
pufhing  forward  to  gain  a  pofition  on  the  coafl,  where 
he  might  receive  fuccours  from  England  ;  in  profe- 
cution  of  which  plan  he  captured  Mayenne,  and  after- 
wards Dol,  from  which  place  he  could  eafily  proceed 
to  St.  Malo.  While  waiting  the  expected  fupplies, 

the 
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the  royalifts  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  Grand-  Cn.  XII. 
ville,  but  being  threatened  on  all  fides  by  the  repub- 
licans,  and  in  danger  of  being  lurrounded,  while  they 

received  no  intelligence  of  the  expected  aids, 

C3d  Nov. 
they  again  decamped  for  the  interior,  hoping 

to  find  relief  and  a  rallying  point  from  which  they 
might  iflue  under  more  favourable  aufpices.  Their  dif- 
appointment  was  not  occafioned  by  any  neglect  of  the 
Britifh  miniflry  ;  on  the  contrary,  every  exertion  was 
made  to  afford  them  fuccour,  and  th«  earl  of 
Moira   with  ample  fupplies   arrived   off  the 
coafl  in  eight  days  after  their  departure.  He  repeated 
his  fignals,  and  renewed  his  efforts  in  vain,  and  was,  , 
after  near  a  month's  expectation,  obliged  to  return  to 
the  mores  of  Great  Britain  *. 

Meanwhile  the  royalifts,  preffed  by  want, 
confumed  their  force  in  attacking  great  towns. 
At  Angers  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs,  but  fucceeded 
at  La  Heclie,  which  they  took  by  furprife. 
At  Mans,  however,  their  approach  was  antici- 
pated j  and  the  republicans  defeated  and  put  to  hopelefs 
and  ii  reparable  rout  their  whole  army ;  no  quarter  was 
given,  and  the  maflacre  was  computed  at  eighteen 
thoufand  men.     A  remnant  of  the  difcomfited  army 
endeavoured  to  regain  the  friendly  territory  of  La 
Vendee  ;  but  they  were  purfued  by  the  republicans 

*  See  lord  Moira's   narrative  of  the   tranfa&ion  ;  debates  of 
the  BritUh  houfe  of  lords,  1 4th  February,  1794. 

VOL.  i.  H  H  under 
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CH.  XII.  under  Kleber  and  Weftermann,  and  after  a  conflict 
1793.  °f two  days,  again  defeated  with  fnnilar  flaughter  at 
Savenay.  Nothing  now  remained  for  the  victors, 
but  to  fecure  the  conquered  departments  againfl 
future  infurrections,  which  they  fought  to  effect  by 
burning  habitations,  and  indifcriminate  flaughter. 
Carrier  was  on  minion  at  Nantes,  and  his  unrelenting 
barbarities  rendered  his  name  atrocioufly  celebrated, 
and  formed  a  fligma  on  the  revolution.  The  prifons 
were  filled  by  falfe  denunciations ;  military  tribunals 
erected,  which  condemned  without  the  appearance  of 
trial  j  and  the  guillotine  being  found  too  flow  for  the 
favage  purpofes  of  rapid  execution,  the  fhooting  of 
whole  detachments,  and  drowning  of  hundreds  at  a 
time  by  means  of  a  barge  with  a  falfe  bottom,  were  put 
in  practice,  and  known  by  the  names  of  noyades  and 
fufillades  *. 

It  was  defigned  to  extend  this  mode  of  enforcing 
obedience  to  every  part  of  the  republic  which  had  been 
a  fcene  of  infurrection ;  and  Bourdeaux,  the  capital 
of  the  Gironde,  was  expected  to  lhare  in  the  general 
vifitation,  not  lefs  on  account  of  its  political  crimes, 
than  the  character  of  the  deputies  on  miflion,  the 
two  principal  of  whom  were  Tallien,  and  a  renegade 
prieft,  named  Yfabeau.  The  refult  did  not,  however, 
anfwer  the  general  expectation  j  Tallien,  for  the  firfl 

*  From  Turreau's  Hiftoire  de  la  Guerre  de  la  Vendee,  and  the 
bebates  of  the  Convention.  See  alfo  Prud'homme ;  and  Mifs 
Williatns's  Letter*,  1795,  vol«  *• 

time 
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time,  relaxed  in  the  talk  of  cruelty  ;  caught  in  the  Cn.XII. 
fnares  of  love,  he  parted  his  time  in  gallant  attentions     ^J^ 
to  an  imprifoned  lady,  the  divorced  wife  of  M.  Fon- 
tenay,  and  daughter  of  Oabarus,  a  Spanifh  banker. 
Her  charms  were  fubfervient  to  the  caufe  of  huma- 
nity ;  and  though  her  admirer  fanctioned  fome  acls 
of  plunder,  his  great  lenity  towards  thofe  who  were 
defignated  as  victims,  produced  numerous  complaints 
againft  him  to  the  committees  of  government,  and  the 
clubs  *. 

In  the  fouth,  Lyons  prefented  an  afpect  of  formi- 
dable refiftance,  and  defperate  energy :  the  conven- 
tion refufing  to  offer  any  terms  of  compro- 
mife,  Kellermann,   who  was  firft  employed 
againft  the  rebel  city  with  a  detachment  from  the  army 
of  the  Alps,  invited  the  inhabitants  to  throw  open  their 
gates,    and  join    in  confederation  with   his  troops, 
but  in  vain  ;   and  a  proclamation  by  Dubois 
Crance1  and  Gautier  was  equally  ineffectual. 
The  bombardment  of  the  city  was  commenced,  but 
its  effect  confiderably  retarded  by  the  exertions  and 
precautions  of  the  inhabitants  in  preventing  confla- 
grations, and  extinguiming  the  fufes  of  bombs.    The 
inveflment  was  however  fo  clofe,  that  famine  began 
to  be  feverely  felt ;  corruption  found  its  way  within 
the  walls,  and  treafons  difcovered  and  punifhed  only 

*  See  Prud'homme,  vol.  V. ;  Di&ionnaire  des  Hommes  Mar« 
quans,  article  Tallien. 

H  H  a  increased 
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CH.  XII.  increafed  alarm  and  miftruft.     New  miffionaries  were 
fent  to  the  befieging  army,  among  whom  were  Cou- 
thon,  Maigner,,  arid  Chateauneuf  Randon  :  they  ad- 
drefled  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants,  re- 
'  quiring  an   unconditional  furrender ;    which 
being  difregarded,  a  more  furious  bombardment  and 
cannonade  was  commenced ;  the  works  were  carried  by 
main  jforce,   and  feveral  important  pofts  fell 
fuccefli  vely  into  the  hands  of  the  affailants. 
General  Doppet,  who  arrived  from  the  army  of  the  Alps 
to  command  the  fiege,  was  preparing  to  make 
a  laft  attack,  when,  the  people  opened  their 
gates  ancl  furreridered  at  difcretion.     General  Precy, 
at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  and 
efcorting    many    women    and    children,    made    his 
efcape  ;  but  an  ammunition  waggon  being  blown  up, 
occafioned  great  deftru&ion  among  his  helplefs  fol- 
lowers; and  the  country  being  raifed,  and  the  fugitives 
purfued  by  a  party  of  the  victorious  enemy,  the  whole 
detachment  was  put  to  the  fword  *. 

In  the  fate  of  their  defenders,  the  people  of 
Lyons  might  anticipate  their  own  :  a  decree 
paffed  the  convention  for  razing  all  the  buildings  ex- 
cept the  abodes  of  the  poor,  of  murdered  patriots, 
and  houfes  of  induflry  and  public  inftru&ion.  On 
"the  fite  a  column  was  to  be  raifed  with  an  infcrip- 
tion,  LYONS  WARRED  AGAINST  LIBERTY — LYONS 

*  Journal  du  Siege  de  Lyons. 

IS 
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is  NO  MORE  ;  and  the  namp  of  the  city  was  changed  GH.XI 
to  Ville  Affranchie.  1793. 

This  decree  gave  additional  energy  to  the  meafures 
of  vengeance  already  purfued  ;  twenty  thpufand  men 
xvho  had  figned  a  petition  were  devoted  to  deftruclion 
at  once  on  the  motion  of  Dubois  Crance  ;  and  an  in- 
tention was  publicly  profefled  of  reducing  the  popu- 
lation from  a  hundred  and  forty  thoufand,  to  twenty- 
five  thoufand  fouls  at  the  utmoft.     As  a  means  of 
exciting  the  jacobins  to   relentlefs  revenge,  the  re- 
mains of  Challier  were  brought  to  view,  and  worfhip- 
ped,    like   thofe   of  his  poli.ical   preceptor,   Marat  : 
Robefpierre  pronounced  his  eulogy  in  the  ja- 
cobin club,  and  Dorfeuille  at  Lyons.     .Collot 
d'Herbois,  Montaut,  and  Fouche,  were  deputed  by  the 
jacobins    to  accelerate  meafures  of  cruelty, 
and  under  their  aufpices  a  fete  was  perform- 
ed to  the  memory  of  the  republican  martyr.     As  part 
of  this  impious   ceremony,  an  afs   covered   with  a 
prieft's  veftments,  having  on  his  head  a  mitre,  and 
the  volumes  of  holy  writ  tied,  to  his  tail,  paraded  the 
ftreets  ;  the  remains  of  Challier  were  then  burnt,  and 
the  aihes  diftributed  among  his  admirers,  'while  the 
books  were  alfo  confumed ;  and  the  allies  fcattered 
in  the  wind.     It  was  propofed  to  terminate  the  cere- 
mony by  murdering  all  the  prifoners ;  but  a  fudden 
ftorm  drove  the  people  to  their  houfes.     No  time  was 
however  loft  in  forwarding  the  work  of  deftru&ion  ; 

the 
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CH.  XII  ^e  mifli°naries  boafted  to  the  convention  of  their  m- 
1 — ;v— T*  flexibility,  and  required  the  explofion  of  mines,  and 
the  rapidity  of  flame,  to  gratify  their  defires  of  exter- 
mination ;  and  the  convention  received  with  coldnefs 
a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  large,  beautiful, 
and  rich  city,  requiring  mercy,  referring  it  to  the 
committee  of  public  fafety  which  had  ordered  their 
deflruction  *. 

At  Marfeilles,  the  exterminating  ferocity  of  Barras, 
Robefpierre  junior,  Freron,  and  Salicetti,  was  aided 
by  the  experience  and  unrelenting  barbarity  of  Jour- 
dan  le  coupe-tete. 

Immediately  after  tfye  furrender  of  that  city,  Car- 
teaux  directed  his  march  towards  Toulon,  his  army 
being  augmented  by  a  levy  en  maffe  of  the  fouthern 
provinces.  In  his  progrefs,  a  portion  of  his  force 
was  defeated  at  Ollioules  by  a  part  of  the  garrifon 
under  fir  George  Keith  Elphinftone.  Lord 
*?*'  Malgrave  arriving  at  Toulon,  and  being  in- 
yefted  proyilionally  with  the  command  of  the  troops, 
proppfed  evacuating  this  poft ;  but  before  he  could 
execute  his  intention,  it  was  attacked  by  five  thou- 
fand  French,  who  drove  out  the  allies,  in  number 
only  four  hundred,  though  with  no  great  lofs. 

The  garrjfon  was  far  too  fmall  for  the  defence  of  the 
place,  though  reinforced  by  three  thoufand  Spaniards 
from  the  army  of  Roufillon,  and  bodies  of  Sardinians 

*  See  PrucThomme,  vol.  VI, 

and 
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and  Neapolitans.  The  protection  of  Toulon  depended  CH.  XIT. 
on  the  power  of  retaining  a  great  number  of  pods  ;  l     ' .— ' 
which  could  only  be  done  by  an  ample  provifion  of 
force,  which   it  was    found    impoffible   to   collect. 
Hence  the  duty  was  exceflively  fatiguing,  and  the 

affairs  of  pofts  frequent  and  bloody.     Lord 

...          .     .   ,      sothSept. 
Mulgrave,  with  great  intrepidity,  gained  the 

heights  of  La  Graffe,  where  a  fort  was  eftablifhed, 
called  in  honour  of  the  noble  commander  by  his 
name.  The  enemy,  in  hopes  of  annoying  the  (hip- 
ping in  the  harbour,  occupied  the  heights  of  Pharon, 
from  which  they  were  diilodged  after  a  fe- 

CL-  u-  u  i   a  j    u 

vere  action,  which  lalted  the  whole  day,  by 

a  body  of  Britifh,  Spanifh,  and  Sardinian  troops. 

The  furrender  of  Lyons,  and  great  draughts  from 
the  army  of  Italy,  augmenting  the  force  of  the 
befiegers  to  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  their 
fpirit  of  enterprife  augmented  in  proportion  ;  and 
affairs  of  pofts  became  more  and  more  frequent. 
Terror  and  treachery  began  to  operate  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Toulon,  and  jealoufies  prevailed  among 

the  allied  troops  forming  the  garrifon.     In 
r  6..  , 

this  dilcouraging  fituation,  lieutenant-general 

O'Hara,  arriving  with  a  reinforcement  from  Gibraltar, 
took  on  himfelf  the  command,  being  inverted,  jointly 
with  lord  Hood  and  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  with  a  directorial 
commiffion  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain. 
About  the  fame  time  Carteaux  and  Lapoype  were  re- 
moved from  the  command  of  the  republican  army, 

which 
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CH.  XII.  which  was  for  a  fliort  time  intrufted  to  Doppet,  and 
afterwards  to  Dugommier. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  general    a 

30th  Nov.   ,  ... 

battery    was    erected    on    the    heights    or 

Arenes,  which  a  body  of  the  garrifon  was  directed  to 
take.  In  this  they  fucceeded  :  but,  unmindful  of  the 
inftructions  they  had  received,  defcended  the  hill  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemy,  and  gained  other  diftant  heights ; 
Dugommier  rallied,  drove  them  back,  repoffefied  the 
fort,  and  general  O'Hara,  being  wounded  in  the 
right  arm,  was  taken  prifoner,  and  fent  to  Paris.  A 
general  attack  was  now  threatened,  and  the  allies  were 
oth  Dec  compelled  to  relinquifh  fome  of  their  pofts  ; 
to  i7th.  new  batteries  continued  to  be  erected  by 
the  French,  who  alfo  took  by  their  fuperior  num- 
berSi  the  heights  of  La  Grafle,  fort  Mulgrave,  and 
finally  the  commanding  eminences  of  Pharon. 

The  town  and  inner  road  being  now  com- 

1*7th 

plecely  commanded,  the  allies  found  it  im- 
poflible  longer  to  maintain  their  pofition  ;  the  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  feveral  of  the  pofts,  the  Nea- 
politans retiring  in  the  night,  and  without  orders, 
on  board  their  mips.  As  many  royalifts  as  could  be 
received  were  permitted  to  feek  their  fafety  on  board 
the  merchant  mips  in  the  harbour,  which  were  to  be 
provifioned  by  the  allies,  but  the  general  confufion 
fruflrated  the  plan. 

Thefe  meafures  were  arranged  in  a  council 

of   war,   and    the  next   day   the   fick    and 

wounded 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  463 

wounded  and  the  field   artillery  were  fent  offj  theCn.  XII. 
whole  town  was  in  confufion,  the  jacobins  fired  from    1793"" 
their  windows  on  the  royalifts  and  retreating  troops  ; 
the  quay  was  crowded  with  perfons  of  all  ages  and 
both  fexes,  imploring  to  be  received  on  board  boats, 
which  were  already  crowded  to  finking,  and  the  lives 
of  fix  thoufand  were  faved  by  the  humanity  of  the 
allies. 

All  the  French  mips  ready  for  fea  had  failed  under 
.admiral  Trogoffe,  a  fteady  royalift  ;  and  the  deftrue- 
tion  of  the  remainder  with  the  flores  was  refolved  in 
council,  though  known  to  be  repugnant  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  SpaniOi  admiral,  who  had  declared  the 
annihilation  of  the  French  navy  to  be  no  lefs  hoftile  to 
flie  interefts  of  Spain  than  congenial  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain.  To  avoid  offending  this  fufpicious  and  punc- 
tilious ally,  the  deftru&ion  of  the  vefiels  and  ftores  in 
the  inner  harbour  was  committed  to  admiral  Langara., 
while  fir  Sydney  Smith  volunteered  his  fervices  to 
fuperintend  the  conflagration  in  other  parts.  Having 
completed  his  preparations,  the  Britifh  captain,  ia 
defiance  of  numerous  dangers,  placed  his  combuf- 
tibles,  and  moored  a  fire-fhip  in  a  proper  direction  ; 
and  on  the  appointed  fignal  being  given,  involved  the 
ihips  and  ftore-houfes  in  flame.  The  Spaniards,  in 
their  eagernefs  to  finiih  the  talk  of  danger,  fet  fire  to 
two  powder-fhips,  inflead  of  fcuttling  them,  as  had 
been  agreed  j  and  the  explofion  of  thefe  veflTels  added 
greatly  to  the  horrors  of  the  fcene,  and  for  a  mo- 
ment 
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CH.XII.  ment  endangered  the  Britifh  boats,  though  a  beneficial 
1793.  effeft  was  on  the  whole  produced,  by  the  alarm  it 
created  among  the  republicans.  The  Spaniards  alfo 
failed  in  firing  the  mips  in  the  bafon  before  the  town, 
reporting  it  to  be  impracticable ;  the  Engliih,  on  at- 
tempting it,  found  it  was  become  really  fo,  by  the 
increafed  force  of  the  republicans,  which  would  pre- 
vent their  cutting  the  boom  acrofs  the  bafon.  Having 
exhaufted  his  combuftibles,  and  the  ftrength  of  his 
brave  followers,  fir  Sydney  returned  to  the  fleet, 
having  firfl  fecured  every  man  who  had  been  landed 
to  protect  this  extraordinary  enterprife.  The  mo- 
ment the  rear  of  the  allied  army  quitted  the  town, 
the  republicans  entered,  and  began  immediately  to 
glut  their  fury  on  the  ftragglers  and  the  royalifls ; 
many  were  purfued  into  the  fea  j  and  fome  getting 
on  board  boats,  even  without  oars,  followed  the  fleet 
to  efcape  the  knives  of  the  afiaflins. 

The  general  lofs  of  the  French  was  not  fo  great  as 
at  firft  represented  ;  the  grand  magazine  on  more  was 
not  fet  on  fire,  but  only  fome  fmaller  buildings  ;  the 
principal  damage  fell  on  the  Ihipping,  and  that  would 
have  been  greater,  but  for  the  negligence  or  treach- 
ery of  the  Spaniards.  Three  mips  of  the  line  and 
twelve  frigates  were  brought  into  Englifli  harbours, 
and  nine  mips  of  the  line  were  burnt  by  fir  Sidney 
Smith.  The  Sardinians  took  poffeflion  of  one  fri- 
gate, the  Neapolitans  and  Spaniards  of  two  ilcops, 
two  frigates  ufed  as  powder  magazines  were  blown  up 

by 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  465 

by  the  Spaniards,  one  frigate  afliore  was  burnt  by  the  CH.  XII. 
Sardinians,  and  two  corvettes  by  the  EngUfh  *.  1793. 

Intelligence  of  this  event  was  received  in 

.  ,  24th  Dec. 

the  convention  with  unbounded  exulta- 
tion, not  unmingled  with  virulent  exclamations  againfl 
the  Englifh  ;  and  meafures  of  profcription  againft  the 
royalifts  of  Toulon  were  not  omitted.  A  grand 
fete  in  celebration  of  the  victories  of  the  re- 
public was  planned  by  David  the  painter-legiflator,  and 
attended  by  the  convention  and  conftituted  authori- 
ties :  it  formed  a  medley  of  grandeur  and  meannefs, 
folemnity  and  frivolity,  The  rulers,  however,  con- 
gratulated themfelves  on  the  termination  of  this  event- 
ful year,  fo  different  from  what  its  commencement 
augured ;  they  found  their  authority  eftablimed,  in- 
furrection  fupprefled,  the  armies  recruited,  their  arms 
generally  refpected,  if  not  univerfally  fuccefsful ;  and 
their  general  fituation,  though  not  exempt  from  ar- 
duous difficulties,  was  more  encouraging  than  their 
partifans  could  have  hoped,  or  their  opponents  have 
fuppofed. 

*  For  all  thefe  particulars,  fee  the  Gazettes  ;  and  Rofe's  Naval 
fjiftory  of  the  late  War,  vol.  I.  p.  14,  et  feq. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Efforts   of  the  Allies   to-  prevent   Supplies  from  being 
afforded  to  France—* Confequent  Difputes  with  Tufcany 
and  Genoa  -  L'Imperkufe  feized  at    Leghorn- — The 
Modcfte  feized  af  Gcnqa—lnfurrection  at  C or/tea  — 
Ineffectual  Attempt  of  Commodore  Linzee  to  aid  the 
Infurgents  —  After  the  Evacuation  of  Toulon,  Lord  Hood 
attacks    fcorfica — Takes    Mortella —  Fornilly — -San 
Fiorenzo—Baftia — and   Calvi —  Corftca    annexed  to 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain — New  Conftitutionfor  that 
IJland-^-Claims   advanced   by   Genoa — Exertions   of 
France  to   ralfe  a    Marine   Force— They  take  one  . 
frigate  and  federal  Merchant  Ships — Several  Frigates 
captured  by  the  Englijh — Proceedings  of  Lord  Howe — 
Partial  Engagements  with  the  Breft  Fleet — General 
Engagement   and  Defeat  of  the  French   Fleet — Falfe 
Narratives  given  in  the  Convention — The  Englijh  take 
Martinique — Sainte  Lucie — Les  Saintes—and  Gua- 
daloupe— Proceedings    in    Saint    Domingo — Port-au- 
Prince  taken — Preparations  for  the  Campaign  on  the 
Frontier  of  France — Pichegru  heads  the  Army  of  tfo 
North —  The  Duke  of  Tork  after  arranging  a  Plan  of 
Campaign  goes  to  Valenciennes — "Jealoufies  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  Kingof  Prujfia — Proclamation  of  the 

Emperor 
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Emperor — Oppofed  by  the  King  of  Pntffia-*- He  orders 
his   Troops  to  be  withdrawn—But  at  length  permits 
them  to  remain— *Th6  Emperor  takes  the  chitf  Command 
— Landrecies  befteged — Pichegru  attempts  to  raife  tht 
Sic->c — Is   defeated — Takes  the  Poft  of  Moucron — 
Courtray    and   Mcnin   taken — Landrecies   taken — 
Pichegru  changes  his  Plan— Frequent  Engagements — 
Efforts  to  expel  the  French  from  Flanders — Battles  at 
Turcomg — and  Pont   Achin — Valour  of  the  Englijh 
Troops — Decree  of  the  Convention  for  giving  them  nb 
Quarter — The  French  federal  Times  pafs  the  Sambre 
and  are  repulfed — But  gain  great  Advantages  in  other 
Quarters — The  People  of  Flanders  Jhew  Symptoms  of 
Di/loyalty — The    French    take     \pres — Bruges-. — 
Tournay — and    Dinan — Battle   of   Fleurus — The 
French  take  Charleroi — Arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Moira 
—Who  with  Difficulty  joins  the  Duke  ofTork  -Rapid 
Succefs  of  the  French  —  Tranfaclions  on  the  Rhine — 
The  French  furprifed  at  Kaiferjlautern — Battle  ofEdik- 
hojfen — The  Allies  evacuate  the  French  territory—- 
The Republicans  invade  the  Electorate  of  Treves. 

\\  HILE  in  poffeffion  of  Toulon,  the  allies  made  CH.  XIII. 
great  efforts   to   increafe   the  diftrefs   for    provifion 
which  afflicted  the  French  nation,  but  the  plan  was 
impeded  in  its  effect,  and  finally  fru  11  rated,  by  the 
perfevering  partiality  of  Tufcany  and  Genoa.     From 
the  port  of  Leghorn  the  French  obtained  conftant 
fupplies  of  grain  and  military  (lores,  ^hile  the  govern- 
ment 
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CH.  XIII.  ment  could  only  by  threats  be  induced  to  furnifh  the 
1793.  Britifh  fleet  with  a  few  bullocks.  On  the  ceflion  of 
Toulon  to  the  Englifh,  De  la  Flotte,  the  French 
minifler  had  fufficient  influence  to  induce  the  Tufcan 
government  to  fequefter  a  large  quantity  of  grain 
purchafed  for  the  fupply  of  that  port,  nor  was  the 
fequeftration  removed  but  on  the  moft  vigorous  re- 
monflrances  from  lord  Hervey,  the  Britifh  minifler. 
The  merchants  to  whom  the  corn  belonged  were  im- 
prifoned,  and  when  their  releafe  was  obtained  by  lord 
Hervey,  claiming  them  as  under  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain,  a  project  was  formed  by  De  la  Flotte, 
the  French  charg.e  des  affaires,  for  feizing  one  of  them, 
and  carrying  him  on  board  the  republican  frigate 
L'Imperieufe,  then  in  the  road.  The  Englifh  minifler 
being  apprifed  of  this  plan,  redoubled  his  folicitations 
for  the  furrender  of  the  grain,  and  finally  lord  Hood 
detached  admiral  Cell  with  a  fquadron  to  fupport  lord 
Hervey  in  demanding  the  immediate  expulfion  of  De 
la  Flotte,  and  a  flern  requifition  on  this  fubjeft  was 
fucceeded  by  the  feizure  of  Tlmperieufe.  The  grand- 
duke  at  length  confented  to  discontinue  all  intercourfe 
with  France,  and  unite  with  the  allies  *. 

Meafures  of  equal  vigour  were  purfued  at  Genoa, 
where  the  pofleflion  of  property  in  the  French  funds, 
joined  with  the  influence  of  fear  and  corruption, 
fecured  to  France  a  formidable  party  in  the  fenate. 

*  See  Rofe's  Naval  Hiftory  of  the  War,  tol.  I.  p.  54. 

Tilly, 
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Tilly,  the  French  charge  des  affaires,  was  permitted  Ca.Xirr. 
privately  to  negotiate  for,  and  tranfmit  contraband 
(lores  in  Genoefe  veflels  to  the  army  of  Italy,  and  the 
fuperior  French  force  in  the  port  infulted  the  Englifh, 
and  on  many  occafions  violated  the  laws  of  nations  by 
attempts  againft  Britifh  mips.  As  the  French  were 
avowedly  protected  in  thefe  proceedings  by  the  go- 
vernment of  Genoa,  and  all  fatisfaction  refufed, 
admiral  Cell  directed  the  Scipio,  a  (hip  of  feventy-four 
guns,  to  take  out  of  the  road  the  French  frigate  La 
Modefle.  The  crew  had  already  abandoned  her,  and 
depofited  her  effects  in  magazines  on  more,  but  the 
Englim  forced  the  gates  and  feized  the  (lores.  The 
admiral  then  infifted  on  the  immediate  difmiffion 
of  Tilly,  and  on  the  refufal  of  the  Genoefe,  blockaded 
the  port ;  the  affair  was  difcufied  in  London  by  the 
Genoefe  envoy,  but  the  Britim  government,  after  a 
full  invefligation,  directed  the  commiflionei  s  at  Toulon 
to  maintain  the  proceedings  of  admiral  Gell  as  juft 
reprifals,  and  demand  the  difmiflion  of  Tilly  ;  the 
blockade  was,  however,  raifed,  and  the  examination 
of  Tilly's  conduct  not  terminated  when  the  Britim 
fleet  evacuated  Toulon  *. 

The  national  convention  did  not  fail  to  exclaim 
loudly  againfl  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  thefe 
two  inftances,  and  their  anger  was  flill  more  inflamed 
by  the  probability  that  Corfica  would  fall  mto  the 

*  Sec  Rofes**  Naval  Hiftnry  of  the  \Var,  vol.  I.  p.  58. 

hands 
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CH.  XIII.  hands  of  their  enterprifmg  enemy.     General  Paoli,  at 
thehead  of  a  formidable  band  of  infurgents,  was  known 
to  be  courting  the  prote&ion  of  England.     Numerous 
denunciations   had  been  made  againft  the  Corfican 
general,  and  he  was  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar,  but 
excufed  himfelf  on  the  plea  of  ill  health.     Soon  after- 
wards a  body  of  infurgents  gained  poffeflion-  of  Ifola 
Rofia,  difarming  and  expelling  a  detachment  of  troops 
of  the  line.     Alarmed  at  thefe  appearances,  the  con- 
vention  difpached   commiflioners    to   conciliate  the 
people,  and  as  a  preparatory  meafure,  repealed  their 
decree  againft  Paoli.     The  efforts  of  his  partifans  had, 
however,   outrun  thefe  proceedings ;    they 
held  a  confulta  at  Corte,  elected  him  general- 
iffimo,  and  adopted  fever al  other  refolutions, indicating 
a  fyftem  of  independency.    The  legiflature  of  France 
expreffed  violent  refentment  at  thefe  meafures,  but 
their  means  of  inforcing  fubmiflion  were  not  equal  to 
their  indignation,  and  in  every  exertion  made  by  their 
partifans  in  the  ifland  they  were  worfted ;  four  fifths  of 
the  people  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Paoli,  and  nothing 
was  left  to  France  but  the  towns  of  Calvi, 
Baftia,  and  San.  Fiorenzo.    The  thunders  of 
the  convention  were  levelled  againft  the  general,  who 
with  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  Peretti,  Negroni,  and  Tartarolli, 
his  chief  adherents,  and  feveral  public  officers,  were 
put  out  of  the  law,  and  decreed  in  a  ftate  of  ac- 
cufation. 

A  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  capture 

of 
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of  Toulon  afforded  a  favourable  opportunity  of  gaining  c«.  XIII. 
that  co-operation  in  behalf  of  the  Corficans  which  ^.v^ 
experience  had  demonftrated  to  be  eflential  to  their 
maintaining  a  fuccefsful  flruggle  againft  France.  In 
confequence  of  repeated  applications  from  Paoli* 
captain  Linzee  was  difpatched  with  three  (hips  of  the 
line  and  two  frigates,  to  blockade  the  three  ports  re- 
maining in  the  pofleflion  of  France^  alluring  the 
French  garrifons  of  fafe  conduct  to  their  own  country, 
provided  they  would  furrender  their  pofts.  The  Com* 
modore  attempted  to  execute  his  inftructions,  but 
without  fuccefs.  The  natives  did  not  faithfully  fecond 
his  efforts,  his  force  was  inadequate  to  the  blockade 
of  all  the  ports,  and  after  an  attack  on  the  tower  and 
redoubt  of  Fornilly,  oppofite  San  Fiorenzo* 

u-  u  u-     r  r  a   '      j          r  i       ui      SOthSept. 

m  which  his  iquadron  iultamed  coniiuerable 
damage,  and  after  fome  other  difafters,  he  returned  to 
Toulon-,  having  only  fucceeded  in  impeding  the  com- 
munication between  San  Fiorenzo  and  Baftia. 
During  the  remaining  period  of  lord  Hood's 
pofiefling  Toulon,  Paoli  maintained  a  conftant 
correfpondence  with   him,  inviting  and  foliciting  a 
detachment  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  ifland  in  the  name 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.     After  the  evacuation 
of  Toulon,   the  Britifh  admiral*  receiving  authentic 
accounts  of  the  diflrefs  of  the  garrifon,  and  ofaflrong 
reinforcement  which  the  convention  were  preparing 
to  fend,  employed  his  whole  force  in  acquiring  a 
territory  which  to  both  parties  appeared  fo-  valuable. 
i.  i  i  His 
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Cu.  XIII.  His  operations  were  foine  time  delayed  by  bad 

17<;4..  '^weather,  but  at  length  the  coafts  were  block- 

aded, and  a  landing  effected.     An  attack  was  directed 

both  by  fea  and  land  againft  the  town  of  Mortella,  a 

poil  commandrng  the  anchorage  of  the  weftern  fide 

of  the  gulph  ;  the  Fortitude  and  Juno,  which  aifailed 

it  from  the  fea,  were  compelled  by  ,-a  well-flipper  ted 

difcharge  of  red-hot  ball,  to  defiil  from  the  enterprife, 

but  the  army  perfevering  during  two  days,. 

the  garrifon,  only  thirty-three  in  number,  were 

obliged  to  capitulate. 

Artillery  was  next  eftablifhed  on  the  heights  com- 

manding the  anchorage,  feven  hundred  feet  above 

the  fea,   a  labour   which  was  accomplished  by  the 

inceflant  perfeveranee  of  the  Britifh   Jailors.      The 

French  were  then  driven  from  the  redoubt  of  the  Con- 

vention, and  evacuated  Fornilly  and  San  Fiorenzo. 

General  Dundas,  who  commanded  the  land 

forces,   declinjng  the  attack  of  Baflia,  lord 

Hood  undertook  it  with  the  naval  force  and  marines 

alone,   and  after  a  clofe  fiege  of  fix  weeks 

to         compelled  the  garrifon  to  furrender.    Calvi 

^  :22d  May.  now  a|one  remained  in  the  hands  of  France, 

-  and  for  the  protection  of  that,  a  fleet  was  equipped  at 

Toulon,  and  a  considerable  number  of  mips 

JOthJune.     _  .,      ,  .  rii  i_-n--n 

-     failed  out,  but  being  purlued  by  the  Bntiih 
admiral,   took  refuge  in  the   ihoals  hi  the  road  of 

-  Gourjean,  where  they  were  protected  by  the  batteries 

-  on  the  ifiands  of  St.  Honora,  Margaretta,  and  cape 

Garoupe. 
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Guroupe.     As  the  Britifh  fleet  could  not  attack  them CH. XIII. 
in  this    pofuion,    they    were    watched  by    admiral    1794.. 
Hotham,  and  the  fiege  of  Calvi  being  prefled  with 
great  vigour,  the  place  furrendered  in  fifty- 
one  days.     Before  the  furrender  of  Calvi,  a 
new  conftitution  was  formed,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
•Britifh  government,  in  virtue  of  which  the  ifland  was 
annexed  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  with  limita- 
tions promifmg  happinefs,  freedom,  and  a  confiderable 
mare  of  importance,  to  the  people. 

The  government  of  Genoa  thought  fit  to  revive 
their  claim  to  the  pofleflion  of  the  ifland,  but  it  was 
treated  with  deferved  contempt,  though  the  Corficans 
were  prohibited  from  continuing  their  wonted  hostilities 
againft  the  Genoefe  trading  veflels*.  In  the  partiality 
exhibited  towards  the  French  it  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  republic  of  Genoa  intended  only  to  retain  its 
independence  with  the  greateft  poilible  profit,  and  the 
fmalleft  rifk  :  if  the  preponderance  of  naval  power  in 

the  hands  of  the  allies  gave  fome  inquietude 

•r  _  6th  April. 

on  the  icore  or  commerce,  the  capture  or  .  . 

Oneglia  by  the  French,  which  brought  their  army  fo 
immediately  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Genoa,  could 
not  but  excite  alarms  as  to  the  very  exiilence  of  the 
ftate  j  and  France,  whofe  views  were  already  directed 
towards  the  deftruction  of  this  fmall  republic,  was  not 

*  See  Gazrttes  and  State  Paper? ;  and  Role's  Naval  lihlorj-  of  the 
War,  vol.  I.  p.  87. 

112  lefs 
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Cn.Xiii.iefs  ftrenuous  in  making  unfounded  claims  than  the 
1794.    allies  were  vigorous  in  repeating  their  complaints* 

The  termination  of  1793,  fo  flattering  to  the  glory 
and  interefts  of  France,  infpired  the  convention  with 
redoubled  eagernefs  to  profecute  their  advantages  in 
the  enfuing  year.  For  this  all  their  wonted  means 
were  called  into  practice :  ftrong  appeals  were  made 
to  patriotifm  ;  and,  to  increafe  the  operation  of  terror, 
it  was  decreed  that  generals  convicted  of  mifconduct 
mould  be  executed  at  the  head  of  their  armies. 
Vigorous  exertions  were  made  to  augment  the  number 
of  land  forces ;  and  the  mifhaps  attending  the  French 
fleets  in  all  parts  of  the  world  rendered  the  govern- 
ment peculiarly  anxious  to  raife  a  controling  arma- 
ment on  the  ocean.  The  diforganifation  of  the  navy 
could  not,  however,  be  fo  fuddenly  remedied  as  that 
of  the  army  ;  at  fea  the  fuccefs  of  battles  depends*  on 
a  fcientific  fyftem  embracing  more  details,  and  lefs 
capable  of  being  deranged  by  fudden  efforts  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  than  thofe  on  more.  To  counterbalance  the 
great  lofles  fuftained  by  their  navy  in  1793,  France 
could  only  boafl  the  capture  of  one  Britifh  frigate  of 
thirty-two  guns,  and  one  of  twenty. four  ;  they  amufed 
the  people,  however,  with  accounts  of  mercantile 
captures,  which  were  fufficiently  numerous  to  give 
hopes,  and  infpire  expectations  of'aggrandifement,  in  a 
nation  rather  difpofed  to  enjoy  every  prefent  advantage 
than  to  connect  caufes  with  effects,  or  flrike  a  cautious 
balance  in  the  accounts  of  good  and  evil. 

Early 
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Early  in  the  year,  the  convention  received 
with  lively  tranfport  intelligence  that  three 
mips  of  the  line  had  made  prize  of  fifteen  veflels  in 
the  Irifh  Sea;  and  they  liftened  with  equal  ap- 
pJaufe  to   a  report  from   the  committee  of 
public  fafety,  in  which,  after  unlimited  abufe  of  the 
Englifli  nation  for  the  late  tranfa&icus  in  Corfica,  and 
taunting  reflections  en  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
admiral  for  keeping  the  grand-fleet  at  Torbay,  the 
committee  announced  that  they  had  fleets  and  a  plan 
of  campaign,   and  fvvore  in  the  name  of  liberty  to 
conquer  on  the  fea.     How  this  oath  was  kept  in  the 
Mediterranean   has    already  been   mentioned ;    the 
period  at  which  it  was  made  was  unlucky,  as 
in  three  days  afterwards,  a  fquadron  of  Englifli 
frigates  under  fir  John  Borlafe  Warren  captured  on 
the  coaft  of  France,  after  an  engagement  of  three 
hours,  La  Pomone  of  forty-four  guns,  Le  Babet  of 
twenty-two  guns,   and,  in  purfuit  after  the  adion, 
PEngageante  of  thirty-fix  guns. 

Nor  did  the  reflection  on  lord  Howe,  which 
was  repeated  by  rote  from  fome  difoffe&ed 
Englifli  publications,  pals  without  practical  reprehen- 
fion.    That  valiant  and  judicious  veteran  put  to  fea  at 
the  moment  his  fuperior  fagacity  indicated  as  moft 
proper,  with  thirty-two  fliips  of  the  line,  having  in 
view  three  objects  ;  firft,  to  convoy  an  outward-bound 
Eaft-India  fleet ;  fecond,  to  engage  the  French  fleet 
fliould  it  venture  forth  from  Brcft;  and  laftly,  to 

iiuercep 
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CH.  XIII.  intercept  a  rich  homeward-bound  Weft-India  fleet  on 
\vhidi  France  relied  for  many  neceflaries.  The  firlt 
part  of  his  talk  being  executed,  and  admiral  Montagu 
being  left  with  fix  fail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  to 
execute  the  laft,  lord  Howe  with  twenty-fix  fail  pro- 
ceeded to  effecl  that  of  engaging  the  Breft  fleet. 

This  armament  failed  under  the  command  of  ad- 
miral Villaret  Joyeufe,   whofe  flag   was  hoifted  on 
board  the  Montagne  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  guns, 
and  whofe  motions  were  fuperintended  by  Jean  Bon 
St.  Andre,  a  deputy  on  million.     The  rival 

28th  May.    _  ...  .      _    .          p 

fleets  did  not  come  in  fight  or  each  other 
till  the  28th  of  May,  when  a  partial  engagement  took 
place,  in  which  the  French  fhip  La  Revolutionnaire 
of  a  hundred  guns  was  refolutely  attacked  by  the 
Audacious,  a  Britifh  feventy-four,  and  both  fuftained 
great  damage.     Both  were  compelled  to  put  into  port, 
but  the  place  of  the  Revolutionnaire  was  fupplied  by  a 
French  fLip  named  1'Audacieux  of  feventy-four  guns, 
•which  continued  Villaret's  fleet  twenty-fix  fail,  while 
the  Britim  commander  had  only  twenty -five  with  a 
great  inferiority  of  metal.     The  enfuing  day 
another  partial  encounter  took  place,  in  which 
the  French  line  was  broken,  but  no  material  confe- 
quence  enfued  except  the  difabling  of  a  few  veffels  on 
each  fide.     Thofe  of  the  French  were  difmifled  to 
their  own  ports,  and  replaced  by  a  fquadron  under 
admiral  Neilly,   who   had  joined  the  French   fleet 

during 
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daring  a  fog,   fo  that  they  ftill  presented  twenty-fix C;i. XI II. 
fail  of  the  line  in  perfect  condition.  17.04. 

On  the  i  ft  of  June,  the  intermediate  days 

1  ft  June, 
having  been  tempeituous  and  foggy,  the  two 

fleets  came  to  a  clofe  engagement,  each  (hip  being 
Separately  oppofed  by  another  as  they  could  get  into 
action.  After  an  hour's  unintermitted  fighting,  in 
which  little  manoeuvre  was  difplayed,  the  French 
admiral  gave  way,  .and  was  followed  by  all  the  mips 
in  the  van  whofe  condition  enabled  them  to  carry  fail, 
leaving  ten  or  twelve  difmafted  or  crippled  (hips  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Engliih.  Part  of  thefe  were  brought 
off  by  thofe  which  had  been  lefs  damaged  in  the  action, 
but  feven  ultimately  remained  in  poffeffion  of  lord 
Howe,  though  one  of  them  funk  before  it  could  reach 
a  Britifh  harbour.  The  Vengeur,  a  feventy-four, 
funk  during  the  action. 

In  narrating  thefe  events  to  the  convention, 
Barrere  mewed  confiderable  dexterity,  and 
an  unprincipled  difregard  of  truth.  He  confidered 
the  whole  event  as  a  victory  ;  boafted  the  fafe  arrival 
of  the  long-expected  convoy;  affirmed  that  the  Englifh 
was  fuperior  to  the  French  fleet  by  fourteen  fail  of  the 
line,  that  ten  had  been  difmafted  in  the  action,  aad 
three  had  foundered.  He  could  not  entirely  conceal 
the  difafter  attending  the  French  armament,  but  he 
palliated  it  by  faying  they  had  left  feven  difmantled 
fhips  at  fea,  which  he  feared  were  loft.  Jean  Bon  St. 
Andre  was  fomewhat  more  moderate  in  his  report, 

but 
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CH.  XIII.  but  he  grofsly  exaggerated  the  numbers  of  the  Britifti 
179*.  fleet }  and  both  concurred  in  a  ftory  equally  falfe  and 
improbable,  refpe&ing  the  Vengeur, the  crew  of  which, 
as  theyafierted,  funk  into  the  deep  with  the  tri-coloured 
ilandard  flying,  and  with  republican  fhouts  and  fongs, 
refufing  all  aid  from  the  victors.  This  ftatement  is 
in  every  refpe&  the  reverfe  of  true  :  the  Britifti  was 
fubftituted  for  the  republican  enfign,  no  fongs  were 
uttered,  nor  any  cries  but  thofe  of  anguifh  and  feli- 
citation for  aid  ;  the  unfortunate  crew  fpread  them- 
felves  over  the  fides  and  rigging  of  the  Ihip,  imploring 
afliflance,  and  the  numbers  who  fprang  on  board  the 
boats  fent  out  to  their  afliftance  were  fo  great  as  to 
threaten  deflru&ion  to  the  Britilh  failors  employed  in 
the  office  of  humanity.  It  was  even  a  remarkable 
circumftance  that  the  Englifli  government  having 
permitted  French  corps  to  be  taken  into  their  pay, 
many  individuals  of  the  crew  of  Le  Vengeur  enlifted 
in  a  regiment  raifed  by  the  brave  count  d*  Hervilly*. 
While  thefe  naval  events  occurred  in  Europe,  the 
Britifh  government  employed  a  fleet  of  five  fail  of  the 
line,  nineteen  frigates,  and  a  bomb  vefiel,  with  a  land 
force  of  fix  thoufand  and  eighty-five  men,  in  an 
attempt  to  gain  pofTefTion  of  the  French  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies ;  an  exploit  to  which  they  were  incited  by 
the  difaffection  generally  prevailing  among  the  white 
inhabitants,  and  which  the  French  increafed  by  per- 

*  See  Gazettes ;  debates  in   the  Convention  j    Ilofe's  Naval 
Hiftory,  vol.  I.  p.  158. 

fevering 
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fevering  in  exertions  for  the  abolition  of  negro  flavery.Cn.  XIII. 

and   receiving   deputies   from  thofe   colonies  as  an    ^^ 

integral  part  of  the  republic.     The  Britiili 

fleet  failed  from  Barbadoes  for  Martinique 

early  in  February,  under  fir  John  Jervis,  the  land 

forces  commanded  by  fir  Charles  Grey,  who 
....  '       A 

was   afterwards  joined  by  prince  Ldward, 

fourth  fon  of  George  III.,  who  came  from  Grenada 
for  that  purpofe.  The  reduction  of  the  ifland  was 
not  effected  without  great  difficulty,  as  general 

Rochambeau  made  a  valiant  defence,  but 

,      ,  ..  f          A    '  23dMarch. 

he  was  at  length  obliged  to  lurrender  Jbort 

Bourbon,  with  the  reft  of  his  ftrong  holds,  and  finally 

the  whole  ifland  was  yielded  to  Great  Britain. 

.     -  .  ,  4th  April. 

Saint  Lucie  furrendered  without  any  con- 

fiderable  j'efiftance,  and  the  Britifti  com- 
manders in  their  way  towards  Guadaloupe 
took  pofleffion  of  Les  Saintes,  a  clufter  of  fmall  iflands 
betweeen  that  colony  and  Dominicat  Guadaloupe 
made  a  brave  defence,  and  was  only  fubdued  by 
degrees  ;  but  the  Englifh  having  gained  all  the  ftrong 
pofts,  Collot,  the  French  commander,  yielded  on  the 
fame  conditions  as  had  been  before  required,  thofe  of 
returning  to  France  with  the  whole  garrifon  under  an 
engagement  not  to  ferve  againft  Great  Britain  or 
her  allies.  Notwithftanding  thefe  liberal  articles  of 
v  capitulation,  the  garrifon  formed  a  project  the  day 
after  the  furrender  for  rifing  and  murdering  the 


430  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

] Englim,  but  it  was  difcovered  and  prevented  by  the 
170-    vigilance  of  general  Dundas  *. 

Having  achieved  thefe  important  conquefts,  and 
received  reinforcements  from  Europe,  the  Britim 
commanders  directed  their  attention  to  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  where  vigorous  hoftilities  had  already 
been  recommenced,  both  by  thcEngliih  and  Spaniards, 
and  a  great  number  of  pofts  had  fallen  into  their 
hands,  and  among  others  "Leogane  and  Tiburon ; 
Port-au-prince,  the  refidence  of  the  French  commif- 
fioners  and  capital  of  their  fide  of  the  ifland,  was  alfo 
blockaded.  After  fome  judicious  manoeuvres  in 
placing  the  mips  to  batter  fort  BiiToton,  the  fire  of 

which  gradually  decreafed,  it  was  taken  by 
31ft  May.       „     .    6,  cr 

aflault,  by  a  party  or  iixty  men,  who  made 

this  bold  attack  during  the  horrors  of  a  Weft-India 
thunder-ftorm;  the  French  retreated  with  precipitation 
from  their  other  pofts,  and  the  capital  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englim  f. 

All  thefe  trariia&ions  were,  however,  in  their  origin 
and  progrefs  confidered  of  far  lefs  general  importance 
than  the  campaign  of  the  allies  on  the  frontiers  of 
France.  Towards  that  great  object  all  eyes  were 
turned  as  affecting  the  general  fate  of  the  civilifed 
world ;  while  the  capture  of  Weft-India  iflands,  the 

*  Gazettes j  llofe's  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  too;  Account  of  the 
Campaign  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  1 794,  by  the  Reverend  Cooper 
Willyams,  chaplain  of  the  Boyne. 

t  Gazette  j  Kofe's  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  125, 

annexation 
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annexation  of  Corfica  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  or  CH. 
the  republic  of  France,  the  defeat  of  a  French  naval    179* 
armament,  or  even  a  preponderance  acquired  in  the 
territories   of  Genoa  or  Tufcany,   feemed  to  relate 
more  exclufively  to  the  peculiar  interefts  of  two  con- 
tending powers.     To  prepare  for  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign in  Flanders  was  the  end  of  the  greater!  exertions 
by  both  parties,  the  French  taking  the  utmoft  care  to 
augment  their  forces,  and  to  infpire  enthufiafm,  or  at 
leaft  a  contempt  of  life,  by  all  the  influence  of  per- 
fuafion   and   terror.     The    latter  principle  of  action 
fwayed  no  lefs  in  the  camp  than  in   the  city  :   the 
deputies  on  miflion  had  their  informers,  their  revolu- 
tionary tribunal,  their  executioners,  and  their  guillotine 
ambulante.     Prudence,   moderation,  and  decency  in 
drefs  (called  in  the  modern  jargon  mvfcadinifm\  were 
fufficient  to  deprive  thpfe  who  cultivated  them  of  rank 
and  liberty.     The  generals  in  order  to  be  popular 
were  obliged  to   attend  the  political  clubs,  and  any 
attempt  to  reftrain  the  privates  in  the  exercife  of  their 
charter  of  quitting  their  ports  to  make  harangues  and 
motions  at  thefe  aflemblies,  \yas  a  fufficient  facrilege 
agiiinft  holy  equality  to  warrant  denunciation. 
Jourdan,  though  fuccefsful  in  railing  the 
fiege  of  Maubeuge,  was  difmified  from  the 
army  of  the  north,  and  replaced  by  Pichegru,  who 
was  for  that  purpofe  transferred  from  that  of  the 
Rhine.     He  received  with  his  command  no  inftrudions 
for  his  proceedings  but  "  an  imperative  and  ridiculous 

order 
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C«.  XIII. order  to  conquer,"  and  in  his  conferences  with  the 

1— *—.*-_•  __J 

1794.    minifters  at  Paris,  he  was  vaguely  directed  to  attack 
the  allies  in  the  centre,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  harafs 

their  flanks.     About  the  period  of  Pichegru's 
6th  Feb. 

removal,  the  duke  or  i  ork,  accompanied  by 

colonel  Mack,  proceeded  to  London,  and  arranged 
with  the  Britifh  cabinet  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  in 
which  it  was  underilood  that  his  royal  highnefs  was 
to  command  all  the  allied  armies,  excepting  that  im- 
mediately under  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  together  with 
an  expected  reinforcement  of  jfixty-two  thoufand 

Pruffians    who    had    been  fubfidifed   by 
17th  March.  .    .  . 

Great  Britain.     On  his  return  to  Valen* 

ciennes,  the  duke,  accompanied  by  general  Clerfaye, 
held  a  council  of  war  preparatory  to  the  renewal  of 
hoflilities. 

The  exultation  with  which  the  French  viewed  the 
termination  of  the  late  campaign  was  rather  founded 
on  evil  avoided  than  advantage  acquired ;  the  allies 
were  ftill  in  pofleffion  of  Conde,  Valenciennes, 
Quefnoy,  and  many  other  places,  and  encamped  in  all 
points  on  the  territory  of  the  republic,  while  the 
French  had  taken  from  them  only  a  fingle  village, 
But  the  further  hopes  of  France  were  founded  lefs  on 
the  valour  of  their  troops  than  on  the  probability  of 
being  able  to  difibjve  that  alliance,  which,  if  unbroken, 
muft  ultimately  have  exhaufled  all  their  means  of  op* 
pofition,  and  compelled  them  to  expend  their  ftrength 
jn  an  unavailing  contefl,  Divisions  and  jealoufies 

were 
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faid  to  be  already  prevalent  between  the  emperor  CH.  Xlfr. 
and  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  to  them  were  attributed    TfZT" 
the  difafters  which  attended  the  clofe  of  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Rhine.     The  duke  of  Brunf- 

..       ,.     20th  Jan. 
wick  quitted  the  army,  not  concealing  his 

opinion  nor  his  refentment ;  the  emperor,  on  the  other 
hand,  removed  Wurmfer  from  the  command,  but 
avowed  his  jealoufy  of  a  fee  ret  negotiation  between 
Pruflia  and  France,  which  had  for  its  object  certain 
fecularifations  by  which  the  pofleffions  of  Frederick- 
William  were  to  be  aggrandifed  at  the  expence  of  the 
empire.  The  Pruflian  cabinet  alfo  affected,  contrary 
to  every  appearance,  and  all  reafon,  to  fufpect  that 
Auftria  and  England  were  difpofed  to  negotiate  fepa- 
rately  with  the  republic,  and  that  the  emperor  faw 
with  jealoufy  the  portion  afligned  to  the  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg  in  the  partition  of  Poland  *. 

At  this   period  the  emperor  published  a 

11-  11    i      A  f  t. 

proclamation,  recalling  to  all  the  itates  of  the 

empire  the  danger  which  mould  unite  them  in  refilling 
an  enemy  bent  on  the  deftruction  of  royalty,  nobility, 
religion,  and  property ;  inviting  the  circles  to  rife 
en  majje ;  and  requiring  that  thofe  which  had  not  yet 
contributed  to  the  common  defence  fhould  furnHh  a 
treble  contingent.  This  demand  was  not  well  received 
by  the  minor  princes  of  the  empire,  and  the  king  of 
Pruflia  took  the  opportunity  to  acquire  their  efteem, 

*  Regne  de  Frederic- GuUlaume  II.  vol.  III.  p.  86. 

and 
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CH.XIIT-and  to  rq^el  by  a  proclamation  the  infinuationa 
1794.  which  had  been  made  againft  his  fmcerity.  He 
trufted  no  credit  would  be  given  to  fuch  calumnies ; 
he  had  never  been  actuated  by  interefted  views,  nor 
had  ever  any  other  aim  but  the  welfare  of  the  empire, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  Germanic  conflitudon. 
He  had  exhaufled  his  treafures  in  the  common  caufe, 
nor  was  it  poflible  for  him  to  continue  fuch  great 
exertions  at  his  own  expence.  The  raifmg  of  the 
people  en  maffe  he  declared  would  ruin  agriculture  ; 
rime  would  be  wanting  to  drill  and  difcipline  fuch 
a  number  of  recruits ;  and  the  agitations  which. French 
opinions  would  diffufe  in  the  minds  of  men  would  be 
rendered  doubly  dangerous  when  fo  great  a  multitude 
were  furnimed  with  arms.  This  proclamation  was  no 
lefs  a  triumph  to  the  partifans  of  the  French  caufe 
than  a  difappointment  to  the  emperor  ;  the  rifing 
en  maffe  did  not  take  place,  and  the  contingents  were 
fiowly  and  ill  fupplied. 

The  fufpicions  to  which  many  circumftances  in  the 
conduct  of  Frederick-William  had  of  late  given  rife, 
were  ftill  further  confirmed  by  a  late  vifit,  which  com- 
miffioners  from  the  convention  paid  to  general  Karlf- 
reuth  at  Frankfort.  The  oltenfible  purpofe  of  their 
journey  was  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prifoners ; 
but  the  (late  in  which  they  travelled,  and  many  other 
circumftances,  led  to  conjectures,  which  were  pub- 
licly expreffed,  that  the  exchange  of  prifoners  was 
not  the  only  object  of  the  conference ;  and  it  was  alfo 

remarked, 
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remarked,    that   fubfequently   to    this   period,    theCir.XHJ. 
French,  both  in  thoir  debates  and  publications,  treat-    17^. 
ed  Pruffia  with  great  delicacy  and  appearance  of  di- 
ftin&ion. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  urged  to  the  elector  of  Mentz, 
that  he  could  no  longer  fuftain  the  expenc^s  of  the 
war ;  that  indemnities  were  due  to  him  from  the 
empire  ;  and  that  the  circle*  muft  provide  for  the 

maintenance  of  his  troops,  or  he  muft  with- 
i  t  ,    ,  ,.,  .c    ,    i  .    13thMarch, 

draw  them  j  and  he  fpeedily  notified  his 

intention  to  furnifh  only  his  contingent  as  elector  of 
Brandenburg,  ordering  general  MullendorfF,  who 
had'fucceeded  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  to  fall  back  with 
his  army  on  Cologne,  and  leave  near  Mentz  only 
twenty  thoufand  men,  under  general  Karlf- 
reuth.  Pie  was,  however,  induced  by  the 
negotiations  for  a  fubfidy  from  England,  and  by  the 
repeated  felicitations  of  the  dates  of  the  empire,  to  con- 
tinue his  troops  in  their  former  flation,  which  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  great  acquifitfon,  though  it  might  have 
been  forefeen  that  little  advantage  would  be  derived 
from  fo  capricious  an  ally  *. 

Before  thefe  negotiations  and  difputes  were 

March. 
terminated,  the  campaign  began  ;  the  French  * 

having  formed  a  great  number  of  encampments  to  ac- 
cuftom  their  recruits  to  military  movements,  and  after- 
wards afleinbling  a  greater  quantity  of  troops  round 

*  State  Papers  j  Rrgne  de   Fredcric-Gulllaume  II.   vol.   III. 

}  P-  9°- 

Cambrav 
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CH.  XTTT.Cambray  and  Guife,  for  the  purpofe  of  driving  the 
J7g.j    allies  from  the  celebrated  fort  of  Mormale,  and  form- 
ing the  fiege  of  Quefnoy.    They  began  by  attacking 
the  Auftrian  polls  at  Gateau  Beauvais  and 
Solefmes,  which  they  had  carried ;  but  the 
Irriperialifts  rallying,  obliged  them  to  retreat  with  the 
lofs  of  fix  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.     Some 
jealoufies  and  differences  of  opinion  >  which  prevailed 
in  the  allied  army,  obliged  the  emperor  to  take  the 
chief  command  in  perfon ;  and  having  been 
April,   reviewed  on  the  heights  near  Gateau,  they 
proceeded  in  eight  columns,  executing  a  dif- 
ficult and  extenfive  movement,  which  how- 
ever fucceeded  in  every  direction,  and  commenced 
20th    ^e  *~ieSe  °f  Landrecies,  the  condud  of  which 
was  committed  to  the  hereditary   prince  of 
Orange.     To  raife  this  fiege,  an  attack  was 
made  on  the   advanced  ports  of  the  prince  of  Co- 
bourg,  at  Blocus   and  Nouvion  :  at  the  former  the 
French  were  defeated,  but  Nouvion  was  carried,  and 
general  Alvinzy  obliged  to  retreat;  fome  fuccefs  on 
the  part  of  general  Wurmb  rendered  this,  however, 
an  event- of  fmall  importance. 

Apprehenfive  that  he  could  not  fucceed  in  railing 
the  fiege  of  Landrecies,  and  yet  not  daring  to  infringe 
the  orders  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety  to  per- 
fevere  in  attacking  the  centre  of  the  allies,  Pichegru 
collected,  in  Csefar's  <:amp,  a  force  of  thirty  thoufand 
mea  under  Souham,  and  twenty  thoufand  under  Mo- 

reau, 
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reau,  for  fhe  purpofe  of  making  a  detached  CH.  XIII. 

invafion  of  Weft   Flanders.     General   Otto 
being  fent  to  reconnoitre  them,  an  engagement  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  French  were  driven  into  Cambray 
with  lofs,  but  the  defeat  was  not  of  fufficient  confe- 
quence  to  prevent  their  perfevering  in  their  original 
enterprife.     While  the  fubordinate  generals  were  em- 
ployed in  this  incurfion,  Pichegru  advanced 
in  five  columns,  drove  in  all  the  outpofts  and 
picquets  of  the  befieging  army,  attacking  along  the 
whole  frontier,  from  Treves  to  the  fea  ;  but  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  day  he  was  utterly  defeated,  and  pur- 
fued  to  the  gates  of  Cambray  with  great  lofs,  both  in 
men  and  artillery.      Pichegru,  however,  re- 
turned to  the  charge  on  the  izpth,  afiailing  an 
almoft  impregnable  poft,  defended  bygeneralClerfaye, 
at  Moucron,  and  by  his  fuccefs  retrieved  the  difafter 
of  the  former  conflict,  belides  animating  his  troops 
with  the  confidence  refulting  from  a  firft  vi&ory. 
Courtray  was  taken  at  the  fame  time;  and  the 
next  day  Menin,  no  longer  tenable,  was  eva- 
cuated, after  a  fiege  of  ten  days  only,  in  which  the 
garrifon  did  not  make  a  refiftance  proportioned  to  the 
ilrength  of  the  place,  or  the  expectation  of  govern- 
ment.    Landrecies  had  now  furrendered,  and  Pichs- 
gru,  convinced  of  the  impracticability  of  the  plan  re- 
commended by  the  committee  of  public  fafety.,  defift- 
ed  from  further  attacks  on  the  centre  of  the  allies. 
would  not  even  attempt  the  recovery  of  Landre- 
VOL.   i.  K  K  cies ; 
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CH.  XIII.  cies ;  but,  leaving  fmall  garrifons  in  the  central 
fortrefles,  to  prevent  furprife,  projected  a  combined 
movement  with  the  army  of  the  Ardennes,  and 
taking  Beaumont,  made  fome  incuriions  between  the 
Sambre  and  the  Meufe. 

Numerous  fkirmimes  took  place  during 

10th  May.    , 

the  early  part  of  May,  and  on  the  icth 
an  attack  was  made  on  the  duke  of  York  near  Tour- 
nay,  in  which  the  French  were  defeated,  and  three 
thoufand  killed.  General  Clerfaye,  at  the  fame  time, 
attempted  to  drive  them  from  Courtray,  but  a  rein- 

forcernent  was  iudicioufly  thrown  into  the 
llth.  .   .      J  ,  .  ,  . 

town  ;  and  in  an  engagement  which  took 

place  the  enfuing  day,  Clerfaye  was  driven  back  into 
.  his  original  pofition  at  Thielt.  During  this  conflict, 
the  left  win-g  of  the  army  of  the  North,  united  to  that 
of  the  Ardennes,  crofled  the  Sambre,  and  took  mo- 
jnentary  poffeflion  of  Fontaine  1'Eveque  and  Binch, 
.which,  however,  they  were  obliged  to  relinquifh  on 
the  appearance  of  an  Auftrian  force. 

The  armies  of  the  North  and  Ardennes,  again 
partially  united,  were  at  this  time  under  the  tyranny 
of  St.  Juft  and  Le  Bas,  who  ftimulated  the  troops  to 
exertion,  by  perpetual  threats  of  execution  in  cafe  of 
-failure ;  threats  which  from  them  could  never  be  con- 
iidered  idle  or  nugatory.  Pichegru  had  formed  plans 
&r  pafling  the  Sambre,  and  befieging  Charleroi,  but 
.they  were  fruftrated  by  the  precipitation,  violence, 

and 
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and  ignorance  of  thofe  who  controlled  him  and  fuper-Cn.  XIII. 
feded  his  authority.  ,  1794. 

To  expel  the  French  from  Flanders  became 
a   principal   object   of  the   allies  ;    and   for 
this  purpofe,  after  many  fkirmilhes,  in  which  Lannoy, 
Turcoing,  Roubaix,   Mouveaux,  and  all  the  great 
pofts  in  the  road  from  Lifle  to  Courtrav,  werei  •>. 

1 7th 

taken  by  the  duke  of  York,  a  general  attack 
was  made  under  the  eye  of  the  emperor  Jiimfelf :  this 
attempt  was  rendered  uufuccefsful  by  -  delays,  in  two 
columns,  which  ought  to  have  forced  the  paflage  of 
La  Marque,  but  whofe  tardinefs  left ,  open  the  com- 
munications between  Lifle  and  Courtray,  and  deranged 
the  whole  plan  of  operations,  though  in  detached 
points  the  allies  gained  feveral  advantages. 
Early  in  the  enfuing  morning,  the  republicans 
attacked  in  great  force  the  poft  at  Turcoing ;  two 
battalions  of  Auftrians,  detached  by  the  duke  of  York 
to  make  a  diverfion,  failed  in  returning  to  him,  and 
thus  left  an  opening  on  his  right.  The  French, 
pouring  in  torrents  of  troops  on  every  fide,  had  com- 
pletely furrounded  the  Britifti  battalions  ;  but  thefe, 
with  much  difficulty  and  lofs,  cut  their  way  through 
and  effected  a  retreat.  The  chief  attack  was  directed 
againft  the  Britifh  troops,  but  other  exertions  were 
made,  and  the  contefl  lafted  the  whole  day,  terminating 
generally  in  a  manner  favourable  to  the  French. 
They  took,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  fifteen 
hundred  prifoners,  and  fixty  pieces  of  cannon  j  but  it 

K  K  2  is 
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CH.  Xill.is  en  the  other  hand  aflerted  that  they  left  on  the.  field 
1794.    four  thoufand  flain,  while  the  allies  loft  only  three 
thoufand. 

•%  V  •    _^_       «V 

In  their  eftimates  of  the  fuccefles  of  this  day 
the  oppoling  armies  widely  differed  :  the  duke 
of  YorkVmf^his  public  orders,  declared  he  had  little  to 
regret  bolides  the  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  men-;  while 
Pichegru,  believing  the  allies  to  be  deflitute  of  artillery, 
made  a  general  attack  on  their  right  wing,  with  a 
hundred  thoufand  men,  intending  to  force  the  paffage 
\>T  'the  Scheldt  attd  inveft  Tournay .  The  attack  began 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  French,  con- 
tinually bringing  up  frefh  troops,  continued  it  the 
•whole  day ;  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
right  wing  of  the  allies,  being  greatly  fatigued,  began 
to  give  ground,  when  the  duke  of  York  detached 
feven  Auftrian  battalions,  and  the  fecond  brigade  of 
Britirn  infantry,  to  their  fupport.  The  fpirit  and  per- 
feverance  of  the  Englifh  foldiers  decided  the  fate  of  the 
day ;  they  flormed  the  village  of  Pont  Achin,  rufhed^ 
with  fixed  bayonets  into  the  heart  of  the  French  army, 
and  threw  them  into  fuch  confufion  that  they  could 
never  be  rallied.  The  allies  lay  on  their  arms  that 
night,  expecting  a  renewed  attack  in  the  morning ;  but 
the  French  retreated  to  Lifle,  Pichegru  having  made 
the  moil  judicious  arrangements  to  preferve  his  army 
from  being  turned  or  aflailed  by  the  cavalry.  Such  a 
battle  has  feldom  been  fought  j  the  republicans  were 
in  a&ion  under  an  inceflant  fire  of  cannon  and 

mufketry 
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muflcetry  upwards  of  twelve  hours ;  twelve  thoufand  Ct.  2UK. 
of  their  men  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  fiv£    1794. 
hundred  taken  prifoners :  •- the  lofs  of  the  allies  was 
eftimated  at  four  thoufand.  -  T3t 

On  the  fame  day  general  Beaulieu  took  the  town  ot 
Bouillon  by  ftorm,  and  gave  it  up  to  plunder,  as  apu- 
nifhment  on  the  inhabitants  for  firing  on  the  Auftrians, 

The  fpirited  condud  of  the  Britiflatjtroops,  ,q 

though  but  a  very  fmall  number,  on  all  thefe  : 
occasions,  rendered  them  at  once  the  admiration  of 
the  allies  and  terror  of  the  French.  Their  heroic 
valour,  which  ought  to  have  gained  them  refpect, 
kindled  the  fury  of  the  republican  government ;  and 
the  convention  was  bafe  enough  to  concur  in  a  pro- 
pofidon  made  by  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
decreeing  that  in  future  no  quarter  mould  be  given  to 

Britim  or  Hanoverian  troops.     This   favage 

2pth. 
edict  was  recommended  to  the  army  by  an 

addrefs,  the  production  of  Barrere  :  fome  of  the 
troops  exprefled  their  delegation  of  fuch  a  fyftem, 
and  fome  generals  refitted  the  mandate  of  the  deputies 
on  midion,  who  wiflied  to  compel  an  obfervance  of 
the  odious  law  ;  but  others  were  found  ready  to 
execute  the  decree  of  the  convention :  fome  Hano- 
verian prifoners  were  fliot,  and  a  republican  general* 
to  Simulate  his  troops  by  his  example,  put  one  to 
death  with  his  own  hand*. 

*  I  j^uld  )ot;  ailrrt  this  fad  unlcfo   clearly  proved,   and  it  is  fo 

QJ^lP'(/lIffnul)^can  .wr'tcr  •  ^ee  Hitfory  of  the  Campaigns 
ncral  Piehe*jru  by  Duvi'd,  p.  $6,  Englilh  translation. 

The 
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The  duke  of  York  explained  and  expatiated 
.         ...  .  .  ,        ,  ,  . 

on  this  favage  decree  in  general  orders  to  his 

troops,  which  were  conceived  in  moderate  and  manly 
terms,  befitting  a  foldier,  whofe  profeflion  was  dif- 
graced  by  fuch  an  attempt  to  abolifh  the  laws  of 
humanity,  and  a  guardian  of  the  fubje&s  of  his 
auguft  father,  who  were  thus  invidioufly  fmgled  out,  as 
people  to  whom  alone  the  ordinary  regulations  of 
civilifed  nations  ought  not  to  be  extended. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  army,  prefled 
ay*  by  St.  Juft  and  Le  Bas,  had  repafled  the 
Sambre,   recaptured  Fontaine  TEveque  and  Binch, 
and  partially  inverted  Charleroi ;  they  were 
however    again    routed    by    general    count 
Kaunitz,  with  the  lofs  of  five  thoufand   men  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  lofs  was,  however,  compenfated  on  another  fide, 
where  a  portion  of  the  army  of  the  Mofelle  was  placed 
under  Jourdan,  and  received  the  name  of  the  army  of 
the  Sambre  and  Meufe  ;  this  force,  confi  fting  of  forty 
thoufand  men,  invaded  the  duchy  of  Luxemburg, 
took  pofleflion  of  Arlon,  and  obliged  Beaulieu  to  fall 
back  on  Marche,  in  order  to  cover  Namur.    The  duke 
of  York's  poiition  at  Tournay  was  thus  rendered  for 
feveral  days  very  precarious,  as  a  great  portion  of  the 
allied  army  was  obliged  to  fall  back  to  cover  Bruffels 
and  Ghent,  and  the  prince  of  Cobourg  marched  the 
principal  part  of  his  army  to  their  relief.     St.  Juft 
and  Le  Bas,  ignorant  of  ta&ics,  and  ftill  perfevering  to 

facrifice 
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facrificc  the  lives  of  the  foldiery  for  the  attainment  ofc"-XIJI 

a  propofed  point,  again  compelled  the  troops  to  crofs    1794.. 

the  Sambre  and  commence  a  blockade  of 

Charleroi,  and  again  they  were  repulfed,  and 

forced  back  to  their  former  pofition,  by  a  fally  of  the 

garrifon,  affifled  by  fome  troops  from  Tournay. 

The  increafmg   ftrength   of  the   French   armies, 
and   their  refolute  purfuit  of  their  object,   gave  a 
gloomy  afpeft  to  affairs  ;  the  emperor,  whofe  vifit  to  • 
his  Flemifti  dominions  had  been  hailed  with  tranf- 
ports  of  joy,  and  who  was  complimented  at  BrufTels 
with  the  boaflful  flattery — Cafar  adejl^  fremcnt  Galli, 
found  that  the  loyalty  of  his  fubjedts  was  dependent 
on  the  fuccefs  of  his  army.     The  principality 
of  Liege  had  (hewn  fuch  marks  of  favour  to 
the  republican  caufe  that  a  proclamation  was  judged 
neceflary,  by  which  the  place  was  put  under  the 
military  command  of  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  and 
another  enjoining  all  gun-fmiths  and  other  perfons  to 
dc-pofit  their  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  town-houfe. 
The  progrefs  of  the  French  increafed  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
aflfedion,  and  when  they  had  cut  off  all  communication 
from  Bruflels  to  Charleroi  and  Luxembourg,  menacing 
the  inveftment   of  Charleroi  and  Ypres,  the  male- 
contents  at  Bruflels  publicly  avowed  themfelves,  and 
planted  the  tree  of  liberty.     The  emperor  quitted 
the  army,  and  returned  to  Vienna,  vifiting  in  his  way 
Bruflfels  and  Antwerp,  where  he  iiTued  a  letter  to  the 
ftates  of  Brabant,  requiring  a  levy  of  five  men  in  every 

hundred, 
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CH.  XIII.  hundred,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  be  incorporated 
in  the  old  regiments.  An  anfwer  was  returned  full  of 
promifes,  but  which,  confidering  the  difpofitions 
already  fhewn,  could  hardly  be  regarded  with  con- 
fidence. 

Ypres,  the  key  of  Weft  Flanders,  was 
blockaded  by  the  French,   their  befieging 
2rmy  amounting  to  thirty  thoufand,  and  their  cover- 
.  ing  army   to  twenty-five  thoufand  men.      General 
Clerfaye  having  advanced  to  relieve  the  place 
with  a  force  of  fifteen  thoufand  men  only, 
was  attacked  at  Rouffelaer  and  Hoogleden,  but  drove 
back'  the  aflailants.     Having  received  reinforcements 
from  the  prince  de  Cobourg,  he  became  in 
turn  the  aflailant,  and  had  confiderable  hopes 
of  fuccefs ;  but,  overpowered  by  numbers,  was  obliged 
to   fall   back  to   Thielt,    while--  general  Hamerftein 
retreated  to  Bruges.     During  the  three  enfuing  days, 
he  made  perpetual  efforts,  and  fought  feveral 
fkirmimes  ;  but  on  the  fourth  he  was  attacked 
by  the  republicans,  and  driven  to  Ghent,  which  he 
reached  with  great  difficulty,  and  found  the  communi- 
cation with  Oudenard  entirely  cut  off.     Ypres  imme- 
diately furrendered ;  general  Walmoden  found  himfelf 
no  longer  able  to  retain  Bruges;  and  the  duke  of  York, 
evacuating  Tournay,   retired  to  Renaix,  hoping  to 
fupport  Oudenard,   which  the  French   had 

24th.         * 

fummoned  to  furrender. 

Meanwhile  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  had 

joined 
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joined  the  right  wing  of  the  army  oftheNorth,  fo  oftenCu.  Mil. 

defeated  before  Charleroi,  and  having  taken  "ITS*. 

,  .  3d  June.        .$* 

Dinan,  again  crofled  the  river,  in  the  face  of 

the  Auftrians.  and  began  to  reconihu£t  the5' 

12th. 
works   for    profecuting    the    fiege.      They 

were,  however,   again  defeated,  and  driven 
beyond  the  Sambre;  but  Pichegru,  who  com- 
manded them,  in  two  days  refumed  his  ftation,  con- 
fident in  fuperior  forces,  and  determined,  at  all  events, 
to  fucceed.  The  prince  of  Cobourg,  on  this  occafion, 
abandoned    Tournay,    leaving   the   defence   of    the 
Scheldt  to  the  duke  of  York,  and  withdrawing  all  his 
polls  from  before  Valenciennes,  Quefnoy,  and  the 
other  French  towns  in  his  poffeflion,  to  fulfil  the  more 
important  talk  of  luccouring  Weft  Flanders.     For. 
this  purpofe  he  fpent  two   days  in  prepara- 
tion, and  then  made  a  general  attack  on  the 

, 

polls  of  the  enemy  ;  and  after  a- very  long  and  fevere 
action,  the  allies  were  defeated  in  every  point,  and 
forced  to  retreat  to  Halle,  thirty  miles  from  the  field 
of  battle.  This  decifive  engagement  was  fought  on 
the  plains  of  Fleurus,  arid  confirmed  the  fate  of 
Flanders ;  Charleroi  had  fur  rendered  the  preceding 
day,  and  the  prince  of  Cobourg  was  compelled,  on  the 
approach  of  the  republicans,  to  retreat  rJ^gm  Halle, 
leaving  Bruflfels  to  its  fate.  The  allies  were  thus 
obliged  to  forego  till  hopes  of  retaining  pofleflion  of 
Flanders,  as  their  force,  which  confided  originally  of 
a  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  men,  was  reduce! 

.to 
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Cn.  Xlir.to  eighty  thoufand,  while  that  of  the  republicans  was 
increafed  to  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand. 

About  the  fame  period,  the  earl  of  Moira 
20th  June.         .  .  . 

arriving  at  Oftend  with  feven  thoufand  men, 

found  Ypres  and  Thorout  on  one  fide,  and  Bruges  on 
the  other,  in  pofleflion  of  the  French  ;  and,  defpairing 
of  rendering  effe&ual  afliftance  in  any  other 
quarter,  prefied  forward  to  join  the  duke  of 
York,  taking  his  route   through  Bruges  to   Malle. 
General  Vandame  was  in  the  neighbourhood  with 
twenty  thoufand  men,  and  would  have  fallen  on  the 
Ehglifh   force,   but  for   an  ingenious  deception  of 
major-general  Doyle,  the  Britifh  quarter-mafter  gene- 
ral, who  made  the  burgomafter  of  Bruges  believe  the 
army  confifled  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  that  as 
many  more  would  arrive  the  fame  evening ;  intelli- 
gence which  was  conveyed  to  the  French  general,  and 
jft  to      prevented  his  attacking  the  Englifli  troops. 
9th  July.    The  junction  was  not  effected  for  feveral 
days,  during  which  the   French   took  pofieflion  of 
Oftend,  and  marched  towards  Ghent  j  the  prince  of 
Cobourg  being  again  defeated,  they  gained  pofieffion 
of  Mons ;  the  duke  of  York  was  obliged  to  retreat 
from  Renaix  to  Gramont,  andfubfequently  to  Afche, 
Malines,  and  Konticq,   while  the  French  rendered 
themfelves    mafters    of   Ghent,    Oudenarde,     and 
Tournay.     The  plunder  to  which  they  addicted  them- 
felves  was  unreftrained  by  principle  or  mame  ;  "  the 

•reprefentatives 
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reprefentatives  on  million,  the  commercial  agents*,Cn.Xlir. 
and  the  army  cominiflaries,  ruined  the  unhappy  country  1794.. 
of  Belgium  for  a  long  period.  Will  it  readily  be 
believed,  that  lace,  and  articles  of  a  like  nature,  were 
put  in  requisition  under  pretence  of  providing  for  the 
wants  of  the  troopsf  ?"  The  French  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meufe,  being  joined  by  that  of  the  North, 
prefied  their  advantages  on  every  fide,  and,  after  a 
feries  of  fkirmifhes,  pofiefled  themfelves  of  BrufTels, 
where  their  deputies  on  million  fate  in  dread-  l  ]th  to 
ful  ftate,  {filling  orders  of  blood  and  plunder.  27th  July. 
The  republicans  halted  in  pofitions  reaching  from 
Liege  to  Antwerp,  while  the  Auftrians  defended 
the  banks  of  the  Meufe  from  Ruremonde  to  Maef- 
tricht :  the  troops  of  England  and  Holland  having 
retired  beyond  Breda,  were  encamped  at  Ofterwift, 
and  a  corps  was  ported  at  Ludhoven  to  keep  open  the 
communication  between  the  armies.  Malines,  Lou- 
vain,  Judoigne,  Namur,  Antwerp,  Tongres,  Liege, 
St.  Amand,  Marchiennes,  Cateau,  and  other  places, 
had  already  been  evacuated ;  and  Conde,  Valenciennes, 
Quefnoy,  and  Landrecies,  abandoned  to  their  own 
ftrength,  were  invefted  by  the  republicans,  who  were 
fortified  by  the  additional  terror  of  a  barbarous  decree 

*  Thcfc  were  monied  men,  who  attended  the  French  armies, 
advancing  calh  for  occafional  equipments,  on  condition  of  being 
repaid  out  of  the  fpoils  and  plunder  of  places  where  the  French  were 
fucccfsful. 

f  Copied  from  Pichegru's  Campaigns,  p.  46, 

Of 
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CH.  XIII.  of  the  convention,  forbidding  them  to  g've  quarter  to 
any 'of  the  garrifons  unlefs  they  furrendered  on  the 
firil  fummons*. 

Fortune  was  equally  favourable  to  the  republicans 
on  the  Rhine,  where  the  indecifion  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia  combined  with  other  circumftances  to  render 
their  career  profperous.  The  refignation  of  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick  was  preceded  by  the  capture  of  Spires 
and  Kaifers  Lautern,  and  followed  by  the  evacuation 
of  fort  Vauban,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  blow 
it  up  by  fpringing  of  mines.  Several  fkirmiihes  after- 
wards occurred,  but  no  action  of  importance  till  the 

king  of  Pruffia  had  confented  to  continue  the 
24-th  May. 

alliance ;    then   marfhal   Mullendorff,  who 

fucceeded  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  furprifed  the  French 
in  their  entrenchments  at  Kaifers  Lautern,  put  them 
to  the  rout  with  great  flaughter,  and  captured  many 
prifoners  and  fome  artillery.  But  no  attempt  was 
made  to  profecute  this  fuccefsful  exploit  with  further 
advantage ;  the  month  of  June  pafled  in  fkirmimes  ; 
but,  early  in  July,  the  French,  having  by  great  rein- 
forcements acquired  the  defired  fuperiority  in  numbers, 
1 2th  to  attacked  the  allies  at  Edikhoffen,  and  after  an 
15th  July,  obftinate  conteft,  which  lafted  four  days, 
drove  the  Auflrians  acrofs  the  Rhine,  and  compelled 

* 

<  The  narrative  of  thefe  events  is  derived  from  David's  Hiftory 
of  the  Campaigns  of  Pichegru  ;  Captain  L.  T.  Jones's  Hiftorical 
Journal;  and  an  anonymous  Hiftory  of  the  Campaign, qf- 1794, 


in  8vo. 

the 
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the  Pruflians  to  fall  back  towards  Mentz  ;  this  a&ion  CH.XHI. 
determined  the  fate  of  the  campaign  in  that  quarter,    1794. 
as  the  allies  evacuated  twenty  leagues  of  the  French 
territory,  and  enabled  the  republicans  to  invade  the 
electorate  of  Treves. 

. 

,r.y- 
—-*•••  .  & 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Cruelty  of  Government — MaJ/acres  in  the  Departments — 
Cruelties  of  Carrier  in  La  Vendee — Priejls,  Women, 
and  Children,  maffacred — Republican  Marriages — 
Barbarities  in  other  Departments— View  of  Paris— 
Robefpierre*  s  Report  on  the  Revolutionary  Government 
• — State  of  the  Prifons — ProgreJJive  Mifery  of  the 
Captives — Spies  in  the  Prifons- ^The  Pr  if  oner  stripped 
of  their  Property— Peculiar  Cruelties  to  Women — Mode 
of  feeding  Prif oners  a  la  Gamelle — Treatment  of  the 
Sick — Horrors  of  the  Night — Mode  of  delivering  Afts 
of  Accufation — Increafed  Power  of  the  Revolutionary 
Tribunal—  P erf  edition  of  particular  Claffes  of  Men — 
Trial  and  Execution  of  the  Princefs  Elizabeth — OfM. 
de  Maleflierbes  and  his  Family — UEftaing- — The 
Duke  de  Biron — Thouret — D'Efpremenil — Jfabeau 
d*  Tjouval—Lavoifier — Roucher — Baron  Trcnck — 
Difpute  between  the  yacobins  and  Cordeliers — Efforts 
of  Hebert — He  is  imprifoned — Tried  with  nineteen 
others — Condemned — His  pujillanimous  Behaviour— 
Courage  of  Anacharfis  Clootz — Their  Execution — The 
Club  of  Cordeliers  falls  into  Infignificance — JBazire, 
of  Thouloufe,  Fabre  d* Eglantine,  Camille  Def- 
insy  Danton9  and  feme  others,  arrefted— Their 

Condutt 
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Conducl  in  Prifon — Trial — Condemnation — and  Exe- 
cution—The Widow  of  Camille  Defmoulins  fuffers 
Death,  with  General  Arthur  Dillon  and  Gobet — 
Obfervations  on  the  Views  and  Fate  of  Danton  and 
Camille  Deftnoulins — Robefpierre' s  Exertions  again/I 
Atheifm — A  Supreme  Being  and  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul  acknowledged — but  an  idolatrous  Syftem  of  Worjhip 
eflablifhed — Attempt  to  ajfiifflnate  Collot  d'Herbois 
— Pretended  Attempt  on  Robefpierre — The  AJfaJfins, 
with  fixty  fuppofed  Acco?nplices9  put  to  death — Robef- 
pierre Prefident  of  the  Convention — Fejiival  in  honour 
of  the  Supreme  Being— Popularity  of  Robefpierre — 
Abjett  Homage  paid  to  him—Oppofttion  begun  in  the 
Convention— Views  of  Robefpierre— He  abfents  himfelf 
from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety — Increafed  Cruelty 
of  Government — Enormous  Expences — Great  Scarcity 
— Preparations  for  a  great  Exertion — Proceedings  in 
the  Convention  on  a  Speech  made,  by  Robefplerrs — His 
Reception  at  the  Jacobin  Club — Saint  Jujl  attempts 
reading  a  Speech  in  the  Convention — Contejl  between 
Robefpierre  and  his  Opponents — He  and  fever al  of  his 
Partifans  arrejled — They  are  refcued — Surround  the 
Convention  with  an  armed  Force — The  Convention 
outlaw  Robefpierre  and  his  Adhere?its — They  are  at- 
tacked in  the  Hotelde  Ville — Taken  Prif oners — Robef- 
pierre grievoufly  wounded — His  Agony — He  and  his 

Adherents  fentenced  to  death — Their  Progrefs  to  the 
Guillotine — and  Execution — Seventy-two  Members  of 

the  Commune  alfo  executed  without  Trial. 

FROM 
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1 794.  jp  ROM  thefe  fcenes  of  carnage,  where  the 
horrors -of  death  are  diminifhed  by  the  "  pride,  pomp, 
and  circumflance  of  glorious  war,"  the  attention  is 
called  to  contemplate  tranfa&ions  not  lefs  fanguinary, 
though  infinitely  more  difgufting,  exhibited  in  the 
internal  government  of  France.  Terror,  avowed  as 
a  fyftem,  ftalked  over  the  land,  dealing  on  every  fide 
the  blow  of  fate  ;  and  extinguiming  love,  mutual  con- 
fidence, honour,  and  pity.  The  various  devices  for 
proving  treafon,  or  treafonable  inclinations,  gave  vi- 
gour to  a  hoft  of  fpies,  informers,  and  perfecutors, 
fome  of  whom  were  in  the  pay  of  government ;  fome 
hoped  to  conciliate  favour,  and  others  thought,  by  de- 
nouncing their  nearefl  relations  or  moft  intimate 
friends,  to  avoid  thofe  perfecutions,  of  which  a  mo- 
ment might  make  them  the  victims.  No  man  could 
conlider  himfelf  fure  of  an  hour's  life,  yet  no  man 
•was  permitted  to  prepare  himfelf  for  death  ;  and  he 
who  dared  to  exprefs  or  inculcate  a  hope  of  a  bet- 
ter exiflence  beyond  the  grave,  incurred  imminent 
danger  of  being  facrificed  as  an  incorrigible  fanatic. 

Yet  no  motive  qf  fafety,  or  hope  of  advantage,  fti- 
mulated  the  rulers  of  France  to  fo  profufe  a  wafte  of 
human  blood  :  no  formal  oppofition  to  their  afcen- 
dancy  exifted'  in  the  convention,  nor  could  infurrec- 
tion  venture  to  lift  her  head  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments. At  an  early  period  of  the  year  Cha- 

8thjan,  ,  /  r  i~  • 

rette  was  expelled  from  the  me  of  rs  oirmou- 
r 
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tier,  and  the  laft  hopes  of  the  royalifts  feemed  to  Cn.  XIV. 
have  expired  :  but  the  termination  of  fear  did  not  L^,_' '""* 
terminate  the  vengeance  of  government ;  every  inha- 
bited place  of  La  Vendee,  and  every  diftrift  prefumed 
acceffary  to  the  infurre&ion,  was  a  monument  of  blood 
and  infatiate  revenge.  The  deputies  fent  on  miflion 
to  thefe  parts  were  purpofely  felected  from  the  moft 
barbarous,  ferocious,  and  brutal  of  the  people  ;  they 
carried  to  exaggeration  the  fafhionable  manners  of 
the  Cordeliers,  adding  to  the  difgufting  deportment, 
obfcene  diction,  and  unrelenting  cruelty,  required  by 
the  prevailing  difpofition  in  Paris,  all  the  violences 
which  an  unbridled  indulgence  in  the  worft  and  moft 
deteftable  paflions  could  prompt,  or  the  moft  diaboli- 
cal imaginations  could  invent.  Carrier  was  the  dele- 
gated tyrant  of  La  Vendee,  and  he  raifed  to  his  name 
monuments  of  horrible  celebrity,  before  which  the 
barbarians  of  all  times  and  nations  but  his  own  feem 
comparatively  innocent.  He  publicly  excited  the 
people  to  pillage  and  murder  the  rich ;  he  publicly 
reproached  the  judges  for  permitting  fcruples  of  any 
kind  to  prevent  the  condemnation  of  criminals ;  he 
mingled  with  his  cruelty  and  extortion  a  brutal  jocu- 
larity, not  lefs  afflictive  to  the  mind  than  pain  was  to 
the  body  of  the  fufterer  ;  he  difmifled  petitioners  who 
pleaded  for  their  friends  or  relatives,  with  reproaches, 
threats,  and  even  blows ;  the  confequence  of  thefe 
barbarities  was  univerfal  dread,  general  defolation, 
and  in  individuals  the  mental  agony  often  occafioned 
VOL.  i.  L  L  delirium 
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CH.  XIV.  delirium  and  death.     An  inftance  is  even  recorded 
where  the  executioner  was  fo  affected  with  the  inno- 
cence  and  graces  of  fix  young  ladies  perilhing  on  the 
fame  day  under  his  hands,  that  he  was  feized  with  a 
profound  melancholy  which  terminated  his  exiflence 
in  a  week. .    Yet  the  directors  of  thefe  barbarities  were 
not  merely  unmoved,  but  fatisfied  with  themfelves. 
Carrier  boafled  of  his  cruelties ;  his  difpatches  to  the 
convention  were  filled  with  accounts  of  deflroying 
five  hundred  in  a  day,  of  burying  four  thoufand  and 
fifty  in  a  fingle  pit,  and  the  convention  applauded 
thefe  ferocious  narratives,  enjoying  as  excellent  wit 
the  defcription  of  the  guillotine  under  the  name  of  the 
national  razor,  and  the  little  window,  and  the  noyade  by 
the  title  of  the  bath,  and  of  drinking  in  the  great  bowl. 
But  even  thefe  excelfes  were  not  equal  to  thofe  by 
which  the  commanders  of  troops  of  the  revolutionary 
jarmy  fpread   terror   and   devaftation  far  and  wide. 
Their   favage  atrocities   combined  the   extremes   of 
rapacity,  cruelty,  and  lull:  by  them  whole  generations 
.  were  fwept  away  in  brutal  fport ;  the  hoary  grandfire, 
with  the  youthful  props  of  his  years,  and  his  fecond 
hope  the  offspring  of  his  children,  lay  in  one  general 
heap  ;  women  even  in  pregnancy,  and  children  at  the 
breaft,  were  devoted   to  fimilar  deftruclion.     Priefts, 
women,  and  children,  were  marked  out  for  peculiar 
barbarities  :     priefls   were   the   firft   victims   of  the 
noyade,  being  put  dh  board  boats  and   fhips  under 
pretence  of    tranfportation  j    but   when   they   were 

drowned, 
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' 
drowned,  Carrier  anmfed  the  legiflature  with  a  joke  Cn.  XIV. 

in  his  own  ftyle,  that  they  were  tranfported  vertically  :  1794. 
the  unfortunate  men,  ignorant  that  they  were  deftined 
to  this  unexpected  death, cried  out  to  their  executioners 
for  help,  but  their  ftruggles  and  exclamations  only 
occafioned  mirth  in  thefe  monflers,  and  if  any  were 
perceived  making  fuch  exertions  as  promifed  to  fave 
their  lives,  they  were  difpatched  with  fwords,  poles, 
or  pikes. 

One  Pinard,  a  member  of  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittee, at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
boafted  that  women  and  children  were  the  favourite 
objefts  of  his  vengeance,  and  on  them  he  exercifed  his 
greateft  cruelties.  The  deputies  and  other  agents  of 
the  convention  were  equally  favage  in  their  conduct 
towards  that  fex  which  feldom  fails  of  finding  pro- 
tection v.here  nature  has  not  entirely  foregone  her 
rights,  and  the  maltreatment  of  women  forms  the 
flrongeft  evidence  of  hopelefs  depravity.  The  tragedy 
of  colonel  Kirk,  which  Englifhmen  regard  with  fo 
much  horror  and  mame,  was  frequently  afted  by 
thefe  fiends  of  France,  who  even  augmented  the 
horrors  of  the  cataftrophe  by  facrificing  without 
remorfe  the  unhappy  objects  of  their  brutal  defire. 
One  of  the  mofl  horrible  and  wicked  inventions  for 
deftroying  with  the  individuals  perfecuted  all  fenfe  of 
fhame  and  decency  in  the  furviving  race,  was  the 
murder  called  a  republican  marriage.  It  was  per- 
L  i,  2  formed 
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Cir. XIV. formed  by  tying  two  perfons  of  different  fexes  face  to 
face  ftark  naked;  fometimes  both  the  parties  were 
young,  fometimes  both  old,  and  occafionally  the 
extremes  of  oppofite  age  were  thus  conjoined  ;  after 
thefe  miferable  victims  had  been  thus  expofed  for  an 
hour,  and  undergone  the  immodeft  derifion  and 
brutality  of  the  deputies  and  adminiftrators,  they  were 
cut  down  with  fabres,  and  thrown  into  the  river.  In 
one  day  fourfcore  women  were  mot,  and  their  carcafies 
ftript  ftark  naked  left  for  three  days  to  aftonifh  and 
mock  all  beholders.  Another  day  faw  five  hundred 
children  of  both  fexes,  the  oldefl  not  exceeding 
fourteen  years,  fubmitted  to  a  fimilar  execution,  with 
circumftances  of  cruelty  too  painful  for  defcription  ; 
and  the  deputies  juftified  this  dreadful  carnage  of 
unoffending  innocence,  by  calling  them  young  wolves 
who  mufl  be  deftroyed,  young  vipers  whom  it  was 
neceffary  to  crufh.  The  Loire  was  difcoloured  with 
blood  in  a  courfe  of  feveral  miles  ;  whole  weeks  were 
confumed  in  burying  the  dead,  who  lying  putrid  on 
the  ground,  and  thrown  on  more  by  the  reflux  of  the 
fe^y  rendered  the  air  peftilential ;  the  unburied  corpfes 
of  thofe  who  died  in  prifons,  made  thofe  difmal  abodes 
unfafe  to  perfons  confined,  and  to  their  gaolers ;  fifh 
which  had  fed  on  fo  many  human  carcaffes  could  not 
be  deemed  fit  food  for  man ;  the  furies  feemed  in  full 
pofiefiion  of  every  mind,  and  the  rage  for  extermina- 
tion was  not  fatisfied,  though  the  defolation  of  the 

country 
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country  and   gloomy  folitude  of  the  towns  boreCH-XIV- 
dreadful  teftimony  to  the  effect  of  their  exertions.          1794. 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  the  hiftorian  fhall  renew 
this  recapitulation  of  horrors  at  every  part  of  the 
republic  to  which  the  narratives  of  the  day  call  his 
attention,  or  that  he  fhall  purfue  the  odious  detail  of 
crimes  committed  under  the  name  of  law,  by  the 
difmal  minifters  of  republican  vengeance,  at  all  the 
places  where  any  fymptoms  of  infurrection  were 
alleged,  or  any  appearance  of  wealth  or  eafe  provoked 
oppreflion.  T  hofe  moft  diftinguifhed  in  thefe  tranf- 
actions  by  their  remorfelefs  barbarity  were  Jean  Bon 
St.  Andre,  Treilhard,  and  Lequinio,  at  Breft  and 
L' Orient;  Beaudot,  St.  Juft,and  Le  Bas,  in  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine ;  Fouche,  in  the 
department  of  L'ALier  ;  Freron,  Barras,  Robefpierre 
junior,  Salicetti,  and  Ifnard,  at  Marfeilles  and  Toulon ; 
Maignet,  an  ex-prieft,  in  the  department  of  Vauclufe, 
and  particularly  at  a  village  called  Bedouin  ;  and 
Jofeph  Le  Bon,  at  Arras.  All  thefe  feemed  to  contend 
with  each  other  for  the  palm  of  fuperior  cruelty  ;  they 
left  far  behind  other  perfecutors  and  deflroyers  of  the 
human  race  who  were  joined  in  commifiion  with  them, 
or  who  acted  in  other  places :  but  all  thefe,  and  even 
Carrier  himfelf,  were  eclipfed  by  the  dreadful  ruffian 
Collot  d'Herbois,  who  exercifed  at  Lyons  not  only 
the  fame  control  over  life,  the  fame  eagernefs  to 
depopulate,  but  was  alfo  commiffioned  to  deftroy  the 
city,  a  charge  executed  with  a  degree  of  rigour  which 

proved 
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CH.  XIV.pr0ve<l  how  congenial  it  was  to  his  foul,  and  in  which 
17<;4.  fye  refined  on  the  cruelties,  and  exceeded  the  favage- 
nefs  and  violence,  of  all  thofe  who  were  employed  like 
himfelf  in  the  ta(k  of  extermination.  The  number 
of  Frenchmen  who  fell  by  various  means  of  deftruc- 
tion,  on  the  fcaffold3  in  the  waves,  and  in  the  field,  by 
the  hands  of  Frenchmen,  is  eftimated  at  000,000,  of 
whom  15,000  were  women,  and  22,000  children  ; 
and  more  than  20,000  dwelling  houfes  were  de- 
flroyed  *. 

If  from  thefe  fcenes  of  flaughter  and  devaftation 
the  attention  is  turned  towards  the  capital,  it  is  only 
to  fee  the  principles  from  which  fuch  adts  emanated, 
avowed,  amplified,  and  reduced  into  forms  calculated 
for  more  efie&ual  and  extenfive  practice.  At 
an  early  period  of  the  year  Robefpierre  made 
a  report  to  the  convention  on  the  nature  and  opera- 
tions of  the  revolutionary  government,  in  which  he 
contrived,  with  fingular  art  and  fagacity,  to  imprefs 
general  notions  of  virtue,  mildnefs,  and  benevolence  ; 
while,  by  decrying  the  two  extremes  of  coldnefs  and 
ultra-revolutionary  vigour,  he  fubjected  every  man  to 
a  rigorous  inquifition,  which  might  declare  him  the 
enemy  of  the  republic,  and  to  perfons  of  that  defcrip- 
tion  the  revolutionary  government  owed  not  pro- 

,  *  See  on  this  fubjeft  Prud'homme,  vol.  V.  and  VI.  ;  HJftoire  de 
la  R6volution,  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Libert^,  .vol.  XII.  p.  247,  et 
feq.  j  Hiftoire  Philofophique,  par  Defadoards,  vol  V.  p.  195,  et 
feq. ;  and  all  the  works  relating  to  the  period. 

tection 
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te&ion  but  death.     The  bafis  of  his  argument  was  CH. XIV. 
that  two  extremes  were  to  be  avoided  ;  imbecility- and    1794.. 
temerity,   moderantifm   and   excefs :—  moderantifin, 
which   was    to   moderation  what   impotence    is    to 
chaftity  ;  and  excefs,  which  refembled  energy,  only  as 
the  dropfy  refembles  health. 

While  fuch  principles  were  avowed  by  government, 
and  while  the  convention,  ever  ready  to  comply  with 
the  dictates  of  the  committees,  fanftioned  every  decree 
which  could  give  force  to  their  tyrannical  will,  the 
prifons  of  Paris  were  rapidly  filled  with  devoted 
victims  of  every  rank  and  clafs  in  life,  and  from  alt 
parts  of  the  republic.  Dwellings  originally  erefted 
for  prifons  were  foon  found  incapable  of  containing 
the  crowds  put  in  arrefl ;  and  the  palaces  and  houfes  of 
princes  and  noblemen  which  were  confiscated  but  not 
fold,  were  converted  into  gaols.  In  thefe  abodes 
mifery  had  a  progreflive  increafe  dependent  on  the 
ferocity  of  the  governors,  which  appeared  to  augment 
with  a  rapidity  and  violence  which  defied  calculation, 
and  threatened  to  depopulate  the  realm. 

When  it  was  firft  judged  expedient  to  repleniih  the 
prifons  after  the  horrible  evacuations  of  September, 
1792,  no  peculiar  hardmips  were  inflicted  5  and  even 
afterwards  when  the  decrees  againft  fufpe&ed  perfons 
and  foreigners  had  thrown  vaft  numbers  into  gaol, 
they  were  not  forbid  to  ufe  their  property  in  procuring 
neceflaries,  to  receive  at  certain  hours  the  vifits  of 
their  friends,  to  maintain  a  free  intercourfe  with  each 

other^ 
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*  other,  and  to  deftroy  the  tedium  of  time  and  the  pains 
of  reflection  by  fuch  amufements  as  the  nature  of 
their  fituation  could  afford.  The  increafmg  number 
of  prifoners,  and  a  pretended  love  of  equality  among 
the  fuperintendents  of  the  prifons,  foon  diminifhed 
thefe  enjoyments;  the  vifits  of  friends  were  interdicted, 
but  they  could  ftill  prefent  themfelves  in  the  gardens, 
and  (hew  by  geflures  thofe  marks  of  regard  which  they 
were  denied  opportunities  of  uttering  in  perfon. 

In  time,  the  vaft  accumulation  of  captives  either 
begot  fear  in  the  government,  or  afforded  a  pretext 
for  imputing  to  them  plots  which  would  fhorten  the 
formalities  of  procefs,  and  prevent  enquiries  into  the 
original  caufe  of  detention,  by  condemning  them  to 
death  for  imputed  crimes  during  their  imprifonment. 
As  a  part  of  this  fyftem?  the  prifons  were  crowded  with 
fpies,  who,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  fuch  men, 
endeavoured  to  occafion  appearances  of  the  crimes 
they  were  employed  to  detect,  by  infolence,  oppreffion, 
and  particularly  a  wanton  turbulence  towards  nobles, 
aged  men,  and  priefts.  If  any  of  thefe  exhibited  figns 
of  irritation  they  were  denounced  as  confpirators,  and 
if  any  individual  expreffed  compaffion  he  was  noted 
as  an  accomplice.  Rigorous  decrees  of  the  convention 
and  the  commune  were  multiplied ;  all  communication 
from  without  was  prevented,  nor  were  the  friends  of 
the  prifoners  permitted  to  falute  them  from  the 
gardens.  They  were  denied  the  privilege  of  com- 
munication with  each  other  except  in  public,  and 

could 
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could  no  longer  receive  victuals  from  taverns  or  their Cu.  XIV. 
own  houfes.     The  adininiftrators  of  the  police  were    17 
inftructed  to  deprive  the  fufpe&ed  of  knives,  razors, 
fciflars,  and  in  general  every  thing  made  of  metal, 
and  all   money  and  aifignats  exceeding   fifty  livres 
(a/.  3/.  gd.).     This  order  produced  a  fearchin  which 
brutality  and  indecency  were  combined. 

New  decrees  pointed  out  new  objects  of  fufpicion  ; 
and  the  activity  of  the  agents  was  fuch,  that  victims 
from  every  part  of  France  were  daily  fent  to  the  Con- 
ciergerie,  the  prifon  in  which  they  were  firft  received, 
and  afterwards  diflributed  into  others,  or  fometimes 
fent  to  the  place  of  execution  without  delay.  During 
the  whole  revolution,  a  conftant  hoftility  feems  to 
have  been  maintained  againft  women ;  their  morals 
were  (tudioufly  depraved,  or  their  perfons  cruelly  op- 
prefled,  in  every  period,  and  under  each  form  of 
popular  government.  The  war  waged  againft  thai 
fex  in  La  Vendee  and  other  departments  caufed  the 
tranfmiffion  of  great  numbers  to  Paris,  for  the  purpofe 
of  terrifying  others  by  example  :  u  Fourteen  young 
ladies  from  Verdun,  of  unexampled  modefty,  and  ap- 
pearing like  virgins  decorated  for  an  hymeneal  feaft," 
fays  an  author  who  was  prifoner  in  the  Conciergerie*, 
"  were  led  together  to  the  fcaffold."  Their  crime 
was  dancing  at  a  ball  given  by  fome  Pruflian  officers 
in  1792.  "  Twenty  women  from  Poitou,"  the  fame 

*  Riouflfe,  Memoires  d'un  Detenu* 
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CH.  XlV.author  proceeds,  "  moftly  poor  peafants,  were  like- 
J7y4.  wife  arTaflinated  together.  I  fee  them  ftill,  unfortunate 
victims,  ftretched  in  the  court  of  the  Conciergerie, 
overwhelmed  with  the  fatigues  of  a  long  journey,  and 
fleeping  on  the  pavement.  Their  looks,  expreffive  of 
no  intelligence  on  the  fate  which  threatened  them, 
were  like  thofe  of  oxen  heaped  up  together  in  markets, 
who  gaze  fteadily  and  ftupidly  about  them.  At  the 
moment  of  conducting  them  to  the  fcaffold,  they 
fnatched  from  the  breaft  of  one  of  thefe  unfortunate 
persons,  a  child  which  me  was  nouriming,  difregarding 
the  piercing  cries  'of  maternal  affection  :  feveral 
women  died  in  the  cart,  but  the  executioner  guillotined 
their  carcaffes." 

.  *  The  rigour  of  government  and  activity  of  fpies  and 
adminiftrators  at  length  filled  all  the  prifcns  fo  much 
that  lodgings  could  not  be  found  in  the  cells,  but 
many  were  obliged  to  take  up  their  abode  in  the 
galleries1;  ancl  the  crowd,  dirt,  and  want  of  air,  intro- 
duced peftilential  difeafes  which  occafioned  the  moft 
horrid  ravages.  Brutal  gaolers,  felected  from  the  moft 
abandoned  of  mankind,  made  their  fport  and  profit 
of  tnefe  miferies';  while  the  adminiftrators  of  the 
department,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  trouble  as 
from  a  love  of  cruelty,  frequently  added  frefli  rigours 
and  new  reftraints,  till  all  property  \Vas  taken  from 
the  captives,  and  their  day  admitted  only  of  a  fmgle 
meal,  which  lafted  an  hour,  of  three  hours*  recreation, 
the  remaining  twenty  hours  were  fpent  in  clofe 

confinement 
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confinement.     The  meal  allotted  to  the  prifoners  was CH.  XIV. 
not  divided  into  feparate  portions,  but  placed  on  the    i7<ji. 
table  in  one  great  difh,  from  which   the  prifoners, 
deprived  of  their  knives  and  forks,  were  to  match  their 
(hares ;  this  was  a  new  homage  to  the  god  equality, 
and  called  feeding  a  la  gamel/e.     The  victuals  thus 
diflributed  were  not  only  inefficient,   but  fo  bad  that 
the  alternative  of  famine  could  alone  render  them 
eatable.     Even  the  fcanty  and  wretched  allowance   ' 
thus  fupplied   was   embittered  with   threats   that  it 
mould  be  foon  difcontinued  ;  and  the  prifoners,  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  mankind,  and  deprived 
of  all   property,   anticipated   ftarving  or  a   general 
maflacre  as  a  termination  of  their  woes. 

When  the  complication  of  wretchedn'efs  brought 
on  difeafe,  the  flate  of  the  prifoners  was  inexpreflibly 
deplorable.  Application  for  the  means  of  relief  pafFed 
through  fo  many  channels,  that  many  died  before  a 
phyfician  or  the  moft  ordinary  drugs  could  be  ob- 
tained. The  phyficians,  as  they  were  called,  ap- 
pointed by  the  commune  to  fuperintend  the  prifoners, 
were  uniformly  ignorant  and  brutal ;  and  under  their 
care,  and  in  an  infirmary  with  bare  walls  and  barred 
windows,  which  excluded  the  air,  the  patienfs,  two  in 
a  bed,  awaited  fuch  relief  as  could  be  expected  from 
water-gruel  alone,  or  expired  unpitied  and  unrecorded. 
The  numbers  who  perifhed  in  thefe  miferable  abodes 
occafioned  an  opinion  that  they  were  poifoned  :  this 
notion,  improbable  in  itfelf,  was  countenanced  by  the 

ferocity 
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CH.  XIV.  ferocity  and  brutal  jocularity  of  the  agents  of  govern- 
ment,  but  the  circumftances  in  which  the  victims 
were  placed  account  for  the  rapid  mortality  without 
fuppofing  the  intervention  of  extraordinary  means. 
"  Pregnant  women,**  fays  M.  de  Montgailland, 
"  have  died  in  the  Englifh  convent,  now  a  prifon,  in 
the  rm  dss  Foffes  St.  Vifior,  in  the  Luxembourg,  and 
in  the  Grand  Cannes,  for  want  of  the  relief  neceffary 
HI  their  condition.  '  Tisfo  much  trouble faved  to  the  exe- 
cttti&ner,  faid  Billaud  de  Varennes,  when  he  was  afked 
to  order  a  phyfician  for  the  prifbns.  In  one  fingle 
chamber  forty  perfons  are  confined.  Many  have 
petitioned  the  committee  of  public  fafety  and  the 
public  accufer  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  to  fend 
them  to  the  fcaifold.  Couthon  wrote  the  following 
anfwer  to  one  of  thefe  petitions  :  Woman  (citoyenne), 
you  have  not  yet  been  long  enough  in  actuation  that  makes 
jau  wi/h  for  death*  "  To  all  thefe  miferies  were 
cxpofed  not  only  the  fubje&s  of  France,  but  on  fome 
occafions  prifoners  of  war,  and  particularly  general 
G'Hara,  whofe  fpirit  the  French  vainly  thought  to 
bend  by  continual  efforts  of  malignity  and  cruelty  f . 

*  Suite  de  I'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  67. 

•f  This  general  always  retained  the  blunt  manners  and  incautious 
integrity  of  a  Britifh  foldier.  Some  of  his  fellow-prifoners  making 
an  infuhing  comparifon  between  the  governments  of  England  and 
France,  "  I  will  prove  our  fuperior  liberty,"  faid  the  general,  "  by 
one  plain  argument :  If  I  were  in  London,  I  could  if  J  thought  fo, 
fay  king  George  is  a  fcoundrel  >  now  is  there  one  of  you  that  dares 
fay  Robefpierre  is  a  tyger.'* 

When 
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When  they  retired  to  their  cells  at  night,  the  horrors  CH.  XIV. 
of  the  day  were  not  to  be  difmifled  from  the  memory 
or  imagination;  no  cries  but  the  barbarous  pleafantries 
occalioned  by  numerous  executions  were  fuffered  near 
the  wails,  and  thefe  were  uttered  in  a  piercing  tone 
which  ft  ruck  terror  into  every  heart,     Sometimes  in 
the  dead  of  night  the  prifoners  were  fummoned  into 
the  court-yard,  and  objects  fele&ed  by  torch-light  for 
the  next  day's  execution.      The  acts  of  accufation 
were  alfo  delivered  to  the  prifoners  at  the  fame  feafon, 
the  meffenger  hawking  them  through  the  galleries 
with  revolutionary  facetioufnefs,  under  the  title  of 
*'  the   evening   poft."     Thofe  to  whom  they  were 
delivered  fometimes  could  not  read  them  for  want  of 
light ;  and  if  they  could,  it  would  have  availed  them 
but  little ;  they  were  generally  the  fame  in  fubftance ; 
the  crime  alleged  and  the  witnefles  the  fame.     They 
were  made  out  by  the  inferior  agents  of  Fouquier 
Tainville,  written  in  a  hand  fcarcely  legible  and  mif- 
fpelt.     The  petulance  of  thefe  wretches  often  indicated 
the  fate  of  the  perfon  to  be  accufed  by  fome  jocular 
expreflion,  as,  Let  us  fend  this  woman  to  her  beloved 
fpoufe  ;  and  at  the  top  of  one  of  the  acts  of  accufation 
was  written,  "  A  head  to  be  chopped  off 'without  mercy" 
The  change  of  the  abode  of  prifoners,  made  capri- 
cioufly  and  unrecorded,  often  rendered  the  delivery 
of  thefe  acts  matter  of  difficulty  j   but  the  impatience 
of  the  meffengers,  and  the  prompitude  of  the  revolu- 
tionary fyftem,  obviated  delay.  If  the  perfon  defignat- 

ed 
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CH-XIV-ed  was  not  to  be  found,  fome  one  whofe  name  ap* 
1794-.  preached  to  his  in  found,  or  who  had  fome  relation  of 
connection  with  him,  fupplied  his  place.  It  was  vain 
to  remonftrate  ;  the*  anfwer  was  ready  :  "  We  were 
ordered  to  take  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  perfons  from 
this  houfe,  and  will  not  go  away  without  our  number  j 
you  may  as  well  take  this  act  of  accufation  as  not,  for 
you  certainly  muft  have  one  fooner  or  later.  *** 

All  the  decrees  of  the  preceding  year  did  not  appear 
to  the  governors  of  France  to  have  inverted  the  revo- 
lutionary tribunal  with  fufficient  means  of  tyranny 
and  deftru&ion ;  a  chance  was  ftill  left  by  which 
innocence  might  be  acquitted,  or  the  infufficiency  of 

proof  might  prevent  the  jury  from  pafling 
10th  Tune.  r  r  i  '  m  M- 

fentence  ;  but  every  luch  poilibility  was  pre- 
vented by  a  law  enabling  the  juries  to  pronounce 
fentence  without  any  evidence  but  their  own  internal 
conviction  of  the  prifoners'  guilt.  The  courfe  of 
deftruftion  was  thus  rendered  extremely  rapid,  as 
whole  lifts  were  condemned  without  any  ceremony 
but  that  of  reading  their  names  ;  no  prifoner  was 
permitted  to  fpeak  in  his  own  defence  ;  and  it  often 
happened  that  thofe  defignated  for  flaughter  were  left 
in  the  prifons,  while  thofe  who  bore  the  fame  or  a 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  vol.  I.,  article  Benoit,  and  the 
authorities  there  cited.  To  which  may  be  added,  Les  Erreurs,  &c. 
par  Prud'homme,  vol.  VI.  ;  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution,  par  deux 
Amis  de  la  Liberte,  vol.  XII.  ;  and  Hiftoire  Philofophique,  pai' 
Defadoardsj  vol.  V. 

fimilar 
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fimilar  name,  or  \vho  voluntarily  placed  themfelvesCu.XlV. 
inftead  of  the  intended  victim,  were  fent  to  the  fcafibld  \»Q.^ 
without  examination.  The  numbers  marked  out  for 
the  day's  execution  were  called  batches  ;  many  of  thefe 
were  compofed  of  perfons  whofe  only  crime  was  their 
birth,  or  accidental  ftation  in  life.  Nobles,  priefts, 
fermien-gcncrauX)  members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
or  even  of  the  constituent  affembly,  were  doomed  to 
general  destruction  *  j  and  a  relationfhip  with  them >  or 
even  an  appearance  of  refpect  or  commiferation,  was 
confidered  fo  dangerous  that  engravers  broke  the 
copper-plates  on  which  likenefles  were  engraved,  left 
they  mould  be  brought  as  evidence  of  counter-revolu- 
tionary projects.  Entertaining  counter-revolutionary 
projects,  favouring  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  de- 
grading the  national  reprefentation,  or  creating  con- 
fpiracies  in  the  prifons,  were  the  mod  frequent  grounds 
of  accufation  ;  but  a  word  or  a  look  was  fufficient  to 
infure  condemnation;  and  many  women  whom  defpair 
made  defirous  of  death,  while  nature  fhuddered  at 
the  thought  of  fuicide,  made-  the  executioner  their 

afiaffin,  by  merely  crying    Vive  le  Roi.     The   early 

\  .  , 

*  "  I  faw,"  fays  Rioitffe,  "  five-and- forty  magiftrates  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  and  thirty-three  of  that  of  Touloufe,  go  to  the  Scaffold 
with  the  lame  dignity  that  they  formerly  difplayed  in  public 
ceremonies  ;  I  faw  thirty  fermten-gtiietaux  march  out  with  affirm 
Ih-p  and  unrurtled  count*  nance ;  and  J  faw  rivc-and-twenty  of  the 
moft  relpeftable  merchants  of  Sedan  go  to  death,  without  expreffing 
a  regret.,  except  for  tc-n  thoufanJ  labourers  whom  their  murder 
would  deprive  of  employment." 

operations 
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CH.  XIV. operations  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  fent  only  ten 
'  17T94  '  or  fifteen  daily  to  the  fcaffold,  but  the  carts  were 
fubfequently  loaded  with  fixty  or  fourfcore  victims ; 
{till  the  prifons  were  more  and  more  crowded,  and  it 
was  even  intimated  that  the  fufpected  would  be  mot, 
two  thoufand  at  a  time,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  *. 

Among  the  vaft  herds  who  were  thus  daily 
butchered,  fome  excited  particular  notice  by  their 
misfortunes,  their  former  rank,  or  their  conduct. 
The  princefs  Elizabeth,  fifter  of  Louis  XVI.  fell  a 
victim  to  the  rage  of  republicanifm  again  ft  all  that 
remained  of  royalty.  Her  whole  life  had  been  exempt 
from  reproach,  and  remarkable  only  for  benevolence 

and  piety.  She  was  brought  before  the 
lOthMay.  c '  .  ,  ... 

court  or  death,  charged  as  an  accomplice  in 
the  imaginary  crimes  of  her  brother  and  his  queen  ; 
on  her  trial  not  a  (ingle  witnefs  was  produced,  and 
the  interrogatory,  though  urged  with  all  the  petulance 
and  brutality  of  judges  without  morals  and  without 
feelings,  obftinately  bent  on  condemnation,  produced 
no  fad  on  which  an  inference  of  guilt  could  be 
founded,  except  that  fubfequently  to  the  death  of  her 
brother  flie  had  treated  her  nephew  with  peculiar 
regard  and  diilinction,  and  directed  his  attention  to 
fuch  topics  as  were  calculated  to  confole  him  for  the 
lofs  of  his  parents.  This  was  deemed  proof  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  re-eftablifh  royalty ;  me  was  condemned  to 

*  Memoiread'un  Detenu;  Tableau  des  Prifons,  vol.  IV.  p.  68. 

death 
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death  with  twenty-four  other  perfons*,  many  of  whom  CH.  XIV. 
/he  had  never  feen,  and  none  of  whom  fhe  had  been 
able  to  converfe  with  fmce  the  loth  of  Auguft,  1792, 
but  who  were  all  convicted  as  accomplices  in  this  un«- 
proved  and  unfounded  confpiracy.  The  princefs  was 
executed  laftj,  and  bore  her  fate  with  the  ferenity  of 
innocence,  fortified  with  religious  refignation,  and  the 
aifured  hope  of  a  better  lifef. 

M.  Lamoignon  de  Malefherbes  had  been  con* 
fidered,  during  the  reigns  of  Louis  XV.  and  Louis 
XVI.  one  of  the  bell,  moft  enlightened,  and  mod 
worthy  men  in  France  ^  but  his  iaft  public  act, 
that  of  appearing  as  counfelfor  his  fovereign,  had  given 
a  reverence  to  the  confideration  of  his  character  ap- 
proaching that  which  is  paid  to  fuperior  natures. 
This  circumftance,  which  exalted  him  fo  much  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  wife  and  good,  pointed  him  out  to 
the  French  government  as  a  fit  object  of  perfecution  ; 
he  was  arrefted  on  a  charge,  arifing  out  of  letters 
which  were  fent  to  him  during  the  trial  of  his  auguft 
client,  of  having  correfponded  with  the  enemy.  At 
the  age  of  feventy-four,  he  was  confined  in  the  prifon 

*  Among  them  wore  all  the  relations  of  the  cardinal  de  Lo- 
menic,  archbifhop  of  Sars,  formerly  prime*minifter,  and  one  of  the 
three  bifliops  who  took  the  oaths  prefcribed  by  the  conftituent 
alTembly  :  he  had  long  been  devoted  to  contempt  under  the  nick- 
name of  cardinal  de  Fignominie,  and  would  have  (hired  the  fate  of 
his  family,  but,  when  the  officers  came  to  arrelt  him,  he  put  an  end 
to  his  life  by  poifon. 

f  See  Procts  des  Bourbons,  vol.  III. 

VOL.  z.  M  M  called 
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GH.  XlV.-ealkd  ia  Bourbe,  with  his  fifler,  his  daughter,  his  fon- 
in-law,"and  their  two  children.  Even  in  this  difmal 
abode  his  virtue  procured  him  refpecl,  and  his  afib- 
ciates  in  misfortune  afligned  to  him  a  place  at  the 
head  of  the  common  dining-table,  which  he  refufed, 
as  not  being  the  oldeft  man  in  company.  The  gaiety 
refulting  from  the  recollection  of  a  well-fpent  life,  and 
the  courage  of  a  virtuous  mind,  never  forfook  him. 
He  had  addreffed  a  letter  to  a  friend,  relative  to  his 
fituation,  in  which  he  mentioned  with  exultation  the 
confidence  repofed  in  him  by  Louis  XVI.  and  took 
honour  to  himfelf  for  having  conducted  his  defence. 
This  letter  having  come  under  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
regifler,  was  returned  to  him,  with  an  intimation  that 
its  contents  might  expofe  him  to  danger.  He  took  it 
back,  faying, "  You  are  right,  I  may  be  guillotined  for 
having  written  it  ;'*  and  remained  for  fome  moments 
in  a  ftate  of  indeciiion  j  then  returning  it  to  the  regifter, 
laid,  "  What  does  it  fignify  ?  Let  it  go ;  it  contains 
my  opinion,  and  I  mould  be  a  coward  to  conceal  it.'* 
The  letter  was  intercepted,  and  formed  a  charge  againfl 
him  on  his  trial.  When  removed  to  the  Conciergerie, 
he  was  recognifed  by  one  of  the  prifoners,  who,  in  the 
burft  of  refpe&ful  affection,  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet. 
"  My  good  friend,*'  faid  Malefherbes,  raifinghim  up, 
*e  do  not  wonder  to  fee  me  here;  I  have  taken  it  in  my 
head  to  turn  fcoundrel  in  my  old  age,  and  have  got  my- 
felf  committed  to  prifon."  He  read  his  act  of  accufation 
with  a  contemptuous  exclamation,  "  Mais  s'it  y  avait, 

au 
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aumoins,  le  fens  commun!"     As  he  went  down  flairs  Cn.XIV. 
to  the  revolutionary  tiibunal,  he  happened  to  trip,  and 
obferved,  with  a  fmile,  that  it  was  a  bad  omen  j  an 

ancient  Roman  would   have  turned  back 

r         ,        .,  ,      22d  April. 

again.     He  was  round  guilty  and  executed, 

with  his  whole  family.  His  fortitude,  it  is  agreed  by 
all  writers,  never  forfook  him,  but  the  circumftances 
of  his  execution  are  differently  related  :  one  author 
ftates  that  he  was  murdered  before  his  daughter, 
who,  lofing  in  filial  affection  the  fenfe  of  her  own 
fituation,  exclaimed  to  the  executioner,  "  Wretch, 
you  aregoing  to  kill  my  father  !"  Another  fays  that  he 
afcended  the  fatal  fcaffold,  after  witnefling  the  execution 
of  three  generations,  collateral  with,  and  defcending 
from,  himfelf,  his  heart  agonifed  by  the  fight  of  their 
fufferings,  and  his  white  hair  bedewed  with  their 
blood*. 

D'Eftaing,  who  had  from  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution a&ed  with  a  duplicity  conformable  to  the  dif- 

honour  of  his  early  life  f,  fell  a  facrifice  to 

r  .  28th  April, 

its  career ;  he  was  conlwered  as  a  counter- 

revolutionift, 

*  See  Di£tionnaire  des  Hommes  Marquans,  art.  Maleftierbes, 
Lamoignon,  Le  Pelletier,  Rozambeau,  and  Chateaubriant ;  Mifs 
Williams's  Letters,  ed.  1795,  vol.  I.  p.  ai6j  and  Tableau  des 
Prilbns  fous  Robei^ierre. 

f  In  the  feven -years'  war,  he  was  taken  prilbner  in  India,  and 
broke  his  parole  >  in  the  American  war  he  conduced  an  expedition 
againtl  Grenada  and  fome  other  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he 

fucceeded 

M  M  a 
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Cn.XIV.  revolutionift,  and  executed,  without  being  refpe&ed 
or  lamented  by  any  one.     The  due  de  Biron  was 
fimilarly  difhonoured,  by  flying  in  the  firft  national 
affembly  from  the  prerogatives  of  his  rank  j  by  con- 
curring in  the  atrocious  fchemes  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans ;  and,  finally,  by  giving  up  the  fon  of  his  friend 
to   the  vengeance  of  his  perfecutors.     Either  from 
kindnefs  to  his  perfon,  or  to  infure  his  ruin,  he  was 
intruded  with  a  command  in  La  Vendee,  from  which 
he  was  foon  depofed,  and  fent  to  prifon.     In  this 
abode  his  fenfes  feemed  to  return  ;  he  deplored,  with 
fervour,  the  crimes  he  had  committed  againfl  his  fove- 
reign  ;  and  juflly  afcribed  his  fate  to  the  prevalence  of 
thofe  principles  which  he  and  his  faction  had  laboured 
to  introduce.     On  going  to  the  fcaftbld,  he  faluted  his 
fellow-prifoners  with  the  dignified  air  of  an  old  cour- 
tier, and  fubmitted  to  his  fate  without  repining. 
_',-  Among  others  who  had  been  confpicuous  in  the 
early  periods  of  the  revolution,  and  victims  to  its  pro- 
grefs,  were  Thouret,  who  had  (hewn  a  defire  to  accom* 
modate  himfelf  to  the  prevalent  opinion,  whether  for 
monarchy,  or  a  republic ;  and  D'Efpremenil,  who, 

fucceeded  by  dint  of  numbers  alone }  but  at  Savannah  he  failed, 
though  oppofed  only  by  an  inconsiderable  force,  and  made  his  fail- 
ure ridiculous  by  his  vain-glorious  boafting,  and  his  name  deteftablc 
by  his  pride  and  cruelty.  At  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he 
was  made  commander  of  the  national  guard  at  Verfailles,  and  pub- 
limed  fome  ridiculous  but  malicious  letters,  which  he  wrote  to  the 
queen,  and  on  her  trial  appeared  as  a  witnefs,  though  his  depofition 
did  not  maUvially  affect  her. 

after 
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after  having  been  the  idol  of  the  people  for  his  oppo-  CH-X  {^j 
fition  to  the  court,  while  a  member  of  the  parliament     1794. 
of  Paris,  was  held  in  deteftation,  and  threatened  with 
maflacre  for  his  attachment  to  the  monarchy.     Thefe 

two  went  together  to  the  fcaffold,  and  D'Ef- 

22d  April, 
premenil,  flruck  with  the  identity  of  their 

fate,  notwithftanding  the  repugnance  of  their  conduct, 
faid,  *'  This  day,  M.  Thouret,  gives  us  a  dreadful  pro- 
blem to  folve  :  againfl  whom  of  us  two  will  the  hoot- 
ings  of  the  mob  be  directed?"  "  Againfl  both,  believe 
me,"  anfwered  Thouret.  If  this  reply  afforded  a 
dreadful  fpecimen  of  the  fate  attending  adventurers 
in  revolutions,  that  of  Ifabeau  d'Vjonval,  formerly  chief 
clerk  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  mews,  in  a  ftriking 
view,  the  difference  between  the  old  and  the  modern 
fyftem.  The  revolutionary  tribunal,  before  which 
he  was  tried,  fat  in  the  hall  which  had  been  occupied 
by  the  parliament.  "  You  muft  recollect  this  hall," 
faid  the  prefident  to  him  with  a  fneer.— "  Yes,"  he 
anfwered,  "  this  is  the  place  where  innocence  for- 
merly fat  in  judgment  on  crime,  but  where  criminals 
now  condemn  the  innocent," 

In  mofl  of  thefe  executions  fome  plea  of  policy 
might  be  alleged  ;  the  influence,  political  talents,  or 
former  popularity  of  the  fufferers,  might  afford  a  mo- 
tive for  their  deftruction  ;  but  in  fome  inftances,  ex- 
clufively  of  women,  perfons  feem  to  have  been  facri- 
ficed  merely  becaufe  they  were  celebrated,  when  their 
lives  were  too  reclufe,  and  their  manners  too  unobtru. 

five, 
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CH  XIV  ^ve>  to  &*ve  alarm,  even  to  tne  moft  jealous  and  feeble 
*  —  v  —  '  government.  Such  were  La  Voifier,  the  famous 
chemift,  to  whom  fame  was  too  kind  in  giving  him 
the  reputation  of  a  fyftem  which  he  did  not  invent, 
and  fate  too  fevere  in  fending  him  to  a  fcaffold  he  did 
not  deferve  ;  he  petitioned  only  for  a  few  days'  refpite, 
to  wknefs  the  refult  of  fome  experiments  ;  but  there- 
queft  was  denied,  with  a  brutal  reflection,  that  the 
republic  wanted  good  citizens,  and  not  good  chemifts. 
Roucher,  author  of  a  poem  called  "  Let  Mois"  was 
condemned  to  death,  though  guilty  of  no  crime,  Dur- 
ing his  captivity  he  contrived  to  maintain  an  affec- 
tionate correfpondence  with  his  wife  and  daughters  ; 
and  on  the*  day  when  his  judgment  was  announced, 
he  fate  a  laft  time  for  his  picture,  and  tranfmitted  it 
to  them  with  four  lines  of  exquifite  tendernefs,  termi? 
nating  his  days  like  the  fabled  fwan,  in  fweet  har- 
mony *.  Equally  cruel  was  the  fate  of  the  celebrated 
baron  Trenck,  who,  after  aftonifhing  the  world  with 
accounts  of  his  fufferings  in  his  own  country,  by  order 

*  The  verfes  were, 

Ne  vous  6tonnez  pas,  objets  charmans  et  doux, 

Si  quelqu'airde  triftefle  obfcurcit  mon  vifagej 
Lorfqu'un  favant  crayon  deflinait  cette  image, 

On  drefTait  1'echafaud,  et  je  penfais  a  vous. 

Imitated  by  Mifs  Williams  : 

Lov'd  obje£ls,  ceafe  to  wonder  when  ye  trace 
The  melancholy  air  that  clouds  my  face  j 
Ah  !  while  the  painter's  fkill  this  image  drew, 
They  rear'd  the  fcaffold,  and  I  thought  of  you< 

of 
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of  an  arbitrary  monarch,  found  his  death  in  France,  OH.  XIV 
where  he  expefted  fafety  under  the  foftering  wings  of 
a  phiiofophical  republic  *. 

But  while  the  wantonnefs  of  fome  of  thefe  facri- 
fices,  the  injuftice  of  others,  and  the  illegality  x>f  all, 
{hocked  reafoning  and  upright  men  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  a  fenfation  widely  different  was  excited  when 
thofe.who  had  been  moft  forward  in  promoting  afts  of 
violence  and  cruelty  were,  in  their  turn,  facrificed  to 
their  ovrn  principles,  and  doomed  to  feel  the  pain  they 
had,  in  their  day  of  pride  and  upftart  wantonnefs,  in- 
flicted  on  others.  Mention  has  already  been  made  of 
the  diffenfion  which  was  beginning  to  arife  between 
the  clubs  of  jacobins  and  cordeliers,  the  epuration  of 
the  former,  and  the  unpopularity  of  the  latter  fociety. 
Robefpierre's  report  on  the  revolutionary  government 
was  levelled  no  lefs  againft  them  than  againfl  the  arif- 
tocrats,  between  whom  he  affirmed  there  was  an  inti- 
mate connexion ;  the  red  caps  being  more  nearly  re- 
lated to  the  red  heels  than  they  were  willing  to  avow.  , 

Hebert,  afpiring  to  be  the  leader  of  the  cordeliers 
after  the  death  of  Marat,  began,  according  to  his  mo* 
del,  to  libel  the  enriched  patriots,  publifhing,  in  Le 
Pere  Duchefne,  a  virulent  invedive  againft  Lacroix, 
accompanied  with  fome  ftrokes  at  Danton,  and  he  de- 
nounced Barrere  at  the  jacobin  club.  He  foon  found, 
to  his  coft,  the  difference  between  the  objects  of  Mar 

*  Tableau  des  Prifons  j  Di&ionnaire  ties  Homines  Marquans. 

rat's 
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XIV.  rat's  calumny,  the  court  and  the  feuillans,  and  thofe 
whom  he  had  chofen  to  affail :  Robefpierre,  whphad 
refolved  on  the  deftru&ion  of  the  cordeliers,  as  well 
as  of  Danton  and  feveral  other  of  his  colleagues,  or> 
ferved,  with  fatisfaftion,  that  their  divifion  would  ren- 
der them  the  inftruments  of  mutual  deftrudion.  He 
determined  to  get  rid  of  Hebert  and  his  aflbciates  firft, 
as  the  moft  daring,  atrocious,  and  dangerous.  To 
prepare  the  public  mind  for  their  deftruclion,  Camille 
Defmonlins,  in  a  vein  of  wit  which  charafterifed  his 
writings,  expofed  thofe  deities  of  the  day  to  fcorn, 
and  afterwards  to  hatred,  by  implicating  them  in 
counter  revolutionary  charges,  and  ftating,  that  Le 
Pere  Duchefne  conflituted  the  delight  of  Coblentz, 
and  the  only  hope  of  Pitt.  Hebert,  alarmed  for  his 
.  fafety,  took  advantage  of  Robefpierre  s  illnefs,  and 
endeavoured,  by  means  of  dip  cordeliers,  to  excite 
the  people  againft  the  jacobins,  but  in  vain.  The  fec- 
tion  of  Marat  declared  itfelf  in  a  ftate  of  infurrection, 
but  the  reft  of  the  city  did  not  follow  the  example. 
Hebert,  from  the  tribune  of  the  cordeliers,  declared 
that  tyranny  exifted,  and  eaufed  a  veil  of  black  crape 

>  *-;    to  be  thrown  over  the  rights  of  man.     This 
iSthMarch.  .   .        °     .         .        , 

mealure  only  precipitated  his  rum  :  he  was 

arrefted,  together  with  Ronfin,  Vincent,  aJid  feveral 
aflbciates,  and  conduced  to  the  Conciergerie,  tied 
hand  and  foot.  The  joy  pf  the  prifoners  was  extreme  5 
tfiey  confidered  themfelves  fecure  from  another  2d  of 
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September  ;  a  fear  which  had  haunted  them  during  CH.  XIV. 
their   confinement,  while   thefe   fanguinary  ruffians    17 
governed  the  public  mind 

In  prifon  Hebert  bewailed  his  fate,  in  the  accents  of 
effeminate  defpondency.  Previoufly  to  his  trial,  he 
endeavoured  to  avert  the  impending  ftorm,  by  de^ 
claring,  in  his  journal,  that  he  was  not  prefent  at  the 
cordeliers  when  the  refolution  parted  to  throw  the 
crape  over  the  rights  of  man ;  and  that  he  meant  not 
to  glance  at  Robefpierre  when  he  attacked  the  en* 
riched  deputies.  His  aflertions  were  calculated  to 
ruin  others,  but  not  to  fave  himfelf.  When  Ronfin, 
his  fellow-prifoner,  faw  the  publication,  he  obferved 
that  it  was  all  idle  prate,  and  that  his  only  chance  of 
defence  was  to  have  produced  parallel  paiTages  from 
the  papers  of  Marat. 

He  was  brought  before  the  revolutionary 

«...  .  , 

tribunal,  together  with  nineteen  others 
charged  with  a  confpiracy,  of  the  exiftence  of  which 
there  was  not  a  fhadow  of  proof;  but  that  did  not 
prevent  the  jury  from  finding  all  the  parties  guilty, 
except  Laboureau.  Hebert,  petrified  with  terror,  did 
not  fay  a  word  in  his  defence.  On  returning  to  the 
prifon,  he  gave  way  to  fear  and  defpair ;  he  repeat- 
edly fainted,  and  was  at  times  delirious  j  he  ex-i. 

*  Namely,  Ronfin,  Vincent,  Momoro,  Ducrpquet,  Kok,  Laur 
pin,  Bourgeois,  Mazuel,  Laboureau,  Aneard,  Leclerc,  Pereira, 
Latreiile,  wife  of  Quetineau,  Clootz,  Desfiaux,  Defcombcs,  Ar- 
ipand,  Dubuiflbn,  and  Proly. 

prefTc4 
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CH.  XIV.prefTed  a  wifh  to  die,  yet  had  not  that  gloomy  cour- 
age,  the  offspring  of  defperation,  bordering  on  in- 
fanity,  which  leads  to  the  commiflion  of  filicide. 
Clootz  alone,  of  all  this  worthlefs  band,  feemed  to 
retain  his  refolution  and  principles.  While  in  prifon,  he 
gloried  in  the  blafphemous  title  of  perfonal  enemy  to 
Jefus  Chrift  j  and  in  frequent  difputes  with  Thomas 
Pain,  who  had  recently  publiihed  the  Age  of  Reafon, 
reproached  him  for  retaining  too  many  religious  and 
political  prejudices.  On  his  trial  he  appealed  to  the 
human  race,  whofe  orator  he  had  been ;  but  none  of 
his  clients  interfered,  and  he  was  condemned  to  death. 
The  night  which  preceded  their  execution  was  paiTed 
by  the  reft  of  the  condemned  in  complaint  and  mutual 
.accufation,  till  Clootz  finimed  the  difpute  by  repeat- 
ing, with  a  loud  voice,  the  apologue,  beginning,  "  Je 
revais  cette  nuity  que  de  ma!  conjume  ;"  well  known  by 
theEnglim  tranilation, 

"  I  dreamt  that,  gather'd  to  my  fellow  clay, 
tf  Clofe  to  a  common  beggar's  fide  I  lay/'  &c. 

This  quotation,  convincing  the  difputants  that  all 
their  differences  would  be  foon  compromifed,  by 
fliaring  one  common  lot,  brought  them  to  a  more  pa- 
cific difpofition.  He  then  exhorted  them  to  die  with 
refolution,  and  endeavoured  to  confirm  their  atheifti- 
cal  opinions,  and  ftifie  the  reproaches  of  confcience. 
His  efforts  failed  with  moft  of  his  friends,  who  be- 
trayed the  moft  dreadful  alarms^  but  Clootz  himfelf 

died 
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lied  with  a  firmnefs  not  to  be  expected  from  his  prin-  CH-  3 
dples.     They  went  to  the  guillotine  with  the  genuine    179*. 
.nd  heartfelt  joy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  who 
lopedto  gain  a  refpite  from  the  fanguinary,  immoral, 
nd  difgufting  fcencs,  they  had  excited  and  applauded, 
"he    arifians  now  ventured  to  wafh  their  faces  and   - 
>rear  clean  linen  ;  and  the  club  of  cordeliers,  after  a 
ain  attempt  to  conciliate  the  jacobins,  funk  into  in- 
.gnificance  *. 

The  triumph  over  the  cordeliers  was  not  confined 
3  the  deftrudion  of  thefe  men,  who  had  rendered 
themfelves  odious  and  contemptible  by  their  profli- 
gacy and  rapacity ;  the  more  refpe&able  divifion  of 
the  club,  thofe  who  had  Ihewn  fome  talent  in  the 
courfe  of  the  revolution,  and  who  had  even  rendered 
confiderable  fervices  to  Robefpierre,  were  alfo  marked 
for  deftru&ion  ;  Chabot,  Bazire,  and  feveral  of  their 

relations  and  intimate  friends,  were  already  in 

17th 
confinement ;  Herault  de  Sechelles,  Julien  of 

Touloufe,  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  and  fome  other  mem* 
bers,  were  arrefted  by  order  of  the  committee  of  pub- 
lic fafety ;  and  foon  after  the  death  of  Hebert  and  his 
gang,  to  the  furprife  of  all,  and  to  the  difpleafure  of 
many  who  could  not  venture  openly  to  difclofe  their 
fenciments,  a  decree  of  accufation  was  iflued 
againfl  Danton,  Canaille  Defmoulins,  La- 
croix,  and  fome  other  members,  as  accomplices  in 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  articles  Hebert  and  Clootz. 

plots 
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CH.XIV.  plots  againft  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  and  fafety 
179-K     °f  *he  republic. 

Not  one  among  the  members  included  in  this  de- 
cree could  reafonably  complain  of  injuftice  on  any 
general  principle,  yet  all  had  a  right  to  deem  their 
deftiny  hard  and  unjuft,  confidering  the  time  and  the 
pcrfons  by  whom  they  were  condemned.  All  were 
fanguinary,  rapacious,  and  profligate,  but  all  had  ren- 
dered fervices  to  the  revolution,  and  all  had  been  in- 
variably ranked  among  the  moft  vigorous  enemies  of 
the  court,  the  firmed  friends  of  the  people,  and  the 
political  adherents  of  the  party  who  now  doomed 
them  to  deftru&ion.  The  conduct  of  the  individuals 
in  confinement  mewed  the  ftate  of  their  minds,  and 
the  effect  of  their  principles.  Chabot,  in  his  defpair, 
fwallowed  a  large  quantity  of  corrofive  fublimate ;  but 
antidotes  being  timely  adminiftered,  he  efcaped  in- 
flant  death,  though  he  fufFered  excruciating  tortures. 
Camilla  Defmoulins  was  dejected  and  indignant  at  the 
treachery  of  Robefpierre,  who  had  been  his  fellow, 
collegian,  and  who  fpoke  to  him,  the  very  evening 
before  his  arreft,  with  more  than  ufual  appearance  of 
cordiality.  Fabre  d'Eglantine  behaved  with  effemi- 
nate weaknefs ;  terror  impaired  his  health,  and  he 
whined  forth  unmanly  lamentations,  weakly  difguifmg 
the  real  caufe  under  a  pretended  literary  alarm,  left 
Billaud  de  Varennes  fhould  affume  the  credit  of  a  play 
which  had  been  feized  among  the  papers  of  the  pri- 
fpner,  Panton,  a  giant  among  thefe  pigmies  of  the 

revolution., 
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revolution,  maintained  the  fuperiority  of  his  charao  CH.  XlV. 
ter,  even  in  his  fall.     Had  he  been  apprifed  of  the 
meafures  meditated  againft  him,  he  had  credit  and 
energy  fufficient  to  have  turned  deftru&ion  on  the 
heads  of  his  undoers;  but,  although  taken  by  furprife, 
he  did  not  give  way  to  unmanly  lamentation,  or  in* 
dulge  hopes   which  he  knew  could  not  be  realifed. 
He  feemed  collected  within  himfelf,  and  anxious  only 
to  leave  favourable  impreflions  refpe&ing  his  own  cha- 
racter, and  fuch  fufpicions  as  might  turn  to  the  ruin 
of  his  deftroyers.      His   converfation,    compofed,  as 
ufual,  of  oaths  and  obfcenities,  was  intermingled  with 
vindications  of  his  paft  conduct,  expreflions  of  regret 
at  the  ftate  of  the  republic,  ridicule  of  individuals  in 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  and  praifes  of  nature 
and  rural  life. 

An  aft  of  accufation  was  framed  from  a 

i  i        o        T    n  3d  April. 

report  read  by  St.  Jult  to  the  convention, 
and  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Delaunay,  Chabot,  Camille 
Defmoulins,  Lacroix,  Philippeaux,  Bnzire,  Herault 
de  Sechelles,  and  Danton,  deputies,  together  with 
d'Efpagnac,  a  contractor,  two  brothers  named  Frey, 
alfo  contractors,  natives  of  Moravia,  Gufman,  a  Spa- 
niard, and  Diederickfen,  a  Dane,  were  brought   to 
trial  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal.     Fabre  d'Eg- 
lantine,  incapable  of  recovering  from  his  mental  de- 
preflion,  had  an  arm  chair  allotted  to  him,  and  ap- 
peared in  great  agony  ;  but  the  lofty  courage  of  Dan- 
ton  imparted  fpirits  to  the  reft.     Several  made  cha- 

racteriflic 
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CH.  XIV.  ra&eriftic  anfwers  to  the  interrogatory  refpefting  their 
age  and  places  of  abode.     Camille,  being  thirty -three 
years  old,  made  a  profane  allufion  to  the  refidence  of 
our  blefled  Saviour  on  earth :  Danton  faid  his  abode 
would  foon  be  in  the  ftate  of  non-entity,  but  his  name 
would  be  found  in  the  pantheon  of  hiftory  ;  and  He- 
rault  de  Sechelles  faid  he  was  called   Mary- John, 
names  not  apt  to  fail  even  among  the  faints  :  "  Before 
the  revolution,"  he  added,  "  I  had  a  feat  in  this  hall, 
where  I  was  detefted  by  the  members  of  the  parlia- 
ment."   Lacroix  and  Camille  Defmoulins  interrupted 
the  reading  of  the  aft  of  accufation,  by  expreffing 
furprife  at  finding  themfelves  involved  with  fuch  con- 
temptible knaves  as  d'Efpagnac  and  the  foreigners. 
Danton  refufed  to  anfwer  interrogatories,  unlefs  con- 
fronted by  Barrere  and  Robefpierre,  his  accufers ;  and 
amufed  himfelf,  while  they  were  putting  them  to  him, 
by  {hooting1  paper  bullets  in  the  face  of  the  chief 
judge.     The  prefident  was  obliged  to  difpatch  a  mef- 
fenger  to  the  convention,  and  obtain  a  decree  em- 
powering the  jury  to  pafs  fentence  on  refractory  pri- 
foners ;  but  Robefpierre  and  Barrere  refufed  to  at- 
tend, on  pretence  that  there  was  a  plot  to  afiaflinate 
them.     Though  Danton  had.  no  hope  of  faving  his 
life,  he  made  a  defence,  that  it  might  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  public.     In  vain  the  prefident  endeavoured  to 
filence  him,  his  Stentorian  voice  drowned  the  tinkling 
of  the  bell.     "  Prifoner,"  faid  the  magiflrate,  "  do 
you  hsar  the  bell  ?"  "  Prefident,"  anfwered  Danton, 

«  the 
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e'  the  voice  of  a  man  defending  his  life  and  charac-  Cu.XlV. 
ter  ought  to  filence  your  bell."     The  people,  unufed    1794. 
to  fuch  boldnefs,  exprefled  their  difapprobation  in 
murmurs.     "  People,"  he  cried,  "  form  your  judg- 
ment of  me  when  you  have  heard  me  ;  what  I  fay 
ought  to  be  heard,    not  only   by  you,  but  by  all 
France :  before  fix  months  are  paft,  you  will  tear  to 
pieces  thofe  who  now  fit  in  judgment  on  me,  as  well 
as  the  fcoundrels  by  whofe  orders  I  am  brought  to 
trial.     They  have  reduced  you  to  flavery,  and  are 
now  daily  facrificing  you."     He  was  at  length  pre- 
vailed on  to  retire,  under  pretence  of  taking  fome  re- 
frefhment  j  and,  in  his  abfence,  condemned,  by  virtue 
of  the  decree  againft  contumacious  prifoners,  which 
had  been  juft  obtained  from  the  convention. 

Sentence  was  pafied  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  at  fix  the  whole  party  was  carried  to  the 
guillotine.  Dantcn  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with  forti- 
tude, and  even  affected  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
pleafantry  ;  he  quibbled  with  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  the 
poet,  on  the  words  vers9  which  fignifies  worms  as  well 
as  ver/es  *,  converfed  cheerfully  as  he  fat  in  the  cart 
with  his  fellow-fulFerers,  and  anfwered  the  infults  of 
the  mob  by  looks  of  piercing  contempt  and  indigna- 
tion. His  boldnefs  in  meeting  death  procured  refpeft, 
and  even  fympathy,  which  his  general  character 
would  not  have  excited,  and  which  was  affiduoufly 

*  Nws  allons  tout  t 1 re  pottcs,  car  nousferons  des  VERS,"  was  his 
pun. 

kept 
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CH.  XIV.  kept  alive  by  his  friends.  They  fpread  with  diligent 
the  report  that  his  bare  head,  as  he  went  to  the  place 
of  execution,  refembled  that  of  Socrates  in  the  antique 
gems.  Camille  Defmoulins  fuffered  with  equal  firm- 
nefs  5  and  his  young,  beautiful,  and  innocent  widow^ 

was  fhortly  afterwards  fent  to  the  fcaffold,  as 
SthApril.  . 

•{-f  ;j      a  pretended  accomplice  in  a  conipiracy  with 

general  Arthur  Dillon,  in  which  Gobet$  the  apoftate 
bifhop  of  Paris,  was  alfo  included  *. 

Of  all  thefe  victims,  no  one  could  be  confidefed  the 
head  or  centre  of  a  party  but  Danton  j  he  was  beloved 
by  a  great  number  of  perfons,  and  even  thofe  who 
recollected  with  abhorrence  his  pernicious  activity  in 
the  tranfadtions  of  September,  1792,  and  on  fome 
othefr  occaiions,  conceived  hopes,  from  other  parts  of 
his  conduct,  that  through  him  a  new  fyftem  might  be 
formed,  fubverfive  of  that  of  terror.  It  is  affirmed, 
and  does  not  appear  improbable  from  feveral  of  his 
proceedings,  that  Danton  had  formed  fuch  a  defign, 
that  Legendre  was  joined  with  him  in  the  project  f, 
and  that  they  were  aided  by  CamilJe  Defmoulins. 
Their  intentions  were  perceived  by  Robefpierre,  and 
refented,  not  becaufe  he.  was  adverfe  to  the  end  of 
their  defign,  but  becaufe  he  himfelf  was  ambitious 
of  terminating  the  horrors  which  difgraced  and  de- 

*  See  Biographical  Memoirs,  articles,  Danton,  Camille  Def- 
moulins, Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Chabot,  and  Gobet. 

t  See  Carat's  Memoirs,  p.  203,  etfeq. 
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populated  the  country,  but  wifhed  firft  to  deftroy  thofeCH.  XIV. 
members  of  the  convention  and  the  committees 
talents  and  influence  might  have  enabled  them  to 
thwart  his  views,  or  to  diminim  his  importance  by 
fharing  it.  Thus  Camille  Defmoulins  drew  deflrudtion 
on  himfelf,  not  by  incurring  the  hatred  of  Robefpierre, 
but  by  alarming  his  pride  and  felf-love  by  the  pro- 
pofition  of  a  committee  of  clemency,  authorifed  to 
pardon  crimes  which  did  not  fpring  from  evil  in- 
tentions. Had  the  idea  been  confidentially  difclofed 
to  Robefpierre,  Camille  Defmoulins  would  not  have 
fuffered  death  ;  but  being  thrown  out  to  the  public  in 
print,  it  was  highly  offenfive,  as  it  anticipated  a  mea- 
fure  of  which  Robefpierre  wifhed  to  affume  all  the 
merit,  but  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  yet  ripe  for 
execution,  as  he  wifhed  all  the  furious  jacobins  to 
render  themfelves  completely  odious  by  numerous 
affailinations  and  unbounded  plunder,  in  order  that 
he  might  mine  with  greater  luftre  as  the  means  of 
terminating  their  hideous  reign f. 

As  a  preparatory  ftep  to  other  reforms,  Robefpierre 
anxioufly  bent  his  thoughts  to  the  recovery  of  France 
from  the  odious  flate  of  avowed  atheifm  into  which 
(he  had  been  plunged  by  the  cordeliers ;  making  his 
proceedings  towards  that  end  at  once  acceffary  to  "his 
popularity  and  revenge.  He  had  the  fagacity  to  yield 
to  the  popular  fury,  fo  long  as  the  difqualification  of 

*  Iliftoire  de  la  R6volut'on,  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Libertc, 
vol.  XII.  p.  85. 

VOL.  i.  N  N  priefts 
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CH.  XlV.priefts  promifed  a  faving  to  the  ftate,  or  the  plunder 
of  fhrines  gratified  the  national  avarice  by  new  acqui- 
fitions  of  gold  and  filver;  but  when  oppreflion  was  no 
longer  profitable,  and  profanenefs  fo  flagrant  as  to 
grow  difgufling,  he  checked  their  career,  and  in  the 
jacobin  club  declared  thofe  who  wifhed  to  prevent  the 
ceremony  of  mafs  greater  fanatics  than  thofe  who 
performed  it ;  and  that,  under  pretence  of  deftroying 
religion,  a  faction  was  endeavouring  to  make  a  religion 
of  atheifm  itfelf  *. 

After  overthrowing  the  faction  he  had  thus 
7th  May 

truly  defcribed,  Robefpierre  began  to  execute 

his  plan  of  reftoring  fome  femblance  ( of  religious 
freedom,  by  delivering  in  the  conventions  long  report 
in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  in 
which  he'  afcribed  many  of  the  plots  againfl  the  re- 
public to  atheifts,  and  procured  a  decree  in  fifteen 
articles,  which,  in  comparifon  to  the  late  proceedings, 
might  be  deemed  favourable  to  religion,  though 
viewed  feparately  it  would  appear  calculated  only  to 
found  a  new  fpecies  of  idolatry.  It  formally  acknow- 
ledged the  exiftence  of  a  Supreme  Being  and  the  im- 
mortality of  the  foul,  and  that  the  beft  worfliip  con- 
fifted  in  praclifmg  the  duties  of  man,  and  provided 
,  for  the  freedom  of  religious  worfhip  :  but  it  alfo 
decreed  that,  on  each  decadi,  feftivals  mould  be  cele- 
brated, the  firfl  to  the  Supreme  Being  ;  others  to  the 

*  .Hifloire  de  la   Revolution,  par  dtux  Amis   4e  la  Libert^, 
Tol.  XII.  p.  85. 

human 
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hun:  in  r?kcc,  or  particular  clafies,  as  the  French Cir.  XIV. 
nation,  and  the  martyrs  of  liberty  ;  fometimes  virtues  1794^ 
were  to  be  idolifed,  as  modefty  and  integrity  ;  fome- 
times abftract  ideas,  as  liberty  and  equality  ;  or  paflions 
or  fentiments,  as  love,  difmtereftednefs,  and  the  hatred 
of  tyrants :  the  nation  was  occafionally  to  celebrate  the 
various  fh.ges  of  human  life,  as  infancy,  youth,  old 
age  ;  then  its  purfuits,  as  agriculture  j  its  accidents,  as 
fuccefs,  misfortune  ;  and  fometimes  the  mortal  caufes 
and  effects  of  man's  prefent  exiftence,  his  anceftors 
and  pofterity.  So  grateful,  however,  was  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  a  Deity  and  the  immortality  of  the 
foul,  in  contradiction  to  the  oppofite  doctrines  which 
had  been  advanced,  that  Robefpierre's  report  was 
ordered  to  be  tranflated  into  all  languages,  and  printed 
and  diilributed  with  profufion. 

Before  the  day  appointed  for  the  firft  feftival  of  this 
feries,  that  to  the  Supreme  Being,  fome  events 
happened  which  occafioned  general  alarms,  and 
changed  the  ficuation  of  Robefpierre,  by  railing  him 
ftill  higher  in  the  popular  admiration,  as  an  intended 
martyr  of  liberty.  Collot  d'Herbois,  having  returned 
from  his  labours  of  depopulation  at '  Lyons,  was  a 

member  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 

22d  May. 
when  a   man   named   TAmiral,   who  had 

formerly  been  in  his  confidence,  but  who  was  offended 
at  fome  pecuniary  arrangements,  attempted  to  (hoot 
him  wiih  a  piftol.  Collot  was  refcued,  but  the 
danger  of  fo  good  a  patriot  filled  all  Paris  with 

N  N  2  anxiety  j 
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CH.  XIV. anxiety  ;  his  efcape  was  celebrated  as  a  divine  inter- 
1794.    pofition,  and  a  penfion  of  eighteen  hundred  livres 
(657.   iis.  6<y.)    was   fettled  on  Geoffrey,  who  had 
bravely  rifked  his  life  to  preferve  that  of  the  deputy. 

On  his  interrogatory,  1'Amiral  acknowledged  that 
his  intention  was  to  affaffmate  Robefpierre  as  well  as 
Collot;  but  as  the  player  had  encountered  all  the 
danger,  he  received  the  greater  fhare  of  public 
homage,  when  a  new  event  gave  Robefpierre,  through 
the  fame  means,  and  without  the  fame  danger,  all  the 
honours  which  had  raifed  his  envy.  Led  by 
curiofity,  or  impelled  by  fanaticifm,  a  young 
woman,  named  Aimee  Cecile  Regnault,  the  daughter 
of  a  ftationer  in  Paris,  called  at  Robefpierre's  lodging, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  requiring  to  fee  him; 
on  receiving  an  anfwer  that  he  was  not  to  be  fpoken 
to,  (he  pertly  replied  that  a  public  functionary  ought 
to  be  acceffible  at  all  times.  Thefe  words  were 
fufficient  to  occafion  her  immediate  arrefl ;  me  was 
examined  before  the  committees  of  public  fafety  and 
infpe&ion ;  her  anfwers  were  fometimes  vague  and 
occafionally  flippant,  but  it  clearly  appeared  that  me 
had  neither  accomplice  nor  confidant.  Robefpierre 
was,  however,  congratulated  on  his  miraculous  pre- 
fervation ;  numerous  deputations  implored  the  legif- 
lature  to  watch  over  the  lives  of  fuch  valuable 
members  ;  Barrere  accufed  Mr.  Pitt  of  contriving  the 
plot;  and  Robefpierre,  with  affected  courage,  boafled 
his  readinefs  to  offer  his  life  a  facrifice  to  the  public 

weal. 
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weal.     On  this  occafion  the  decree  was  obtained  for  CH.  XI V. 
murdering  all    Englifh   and    Hanoverians   taken 
battle  ;     and   1'Amiral  and  Cecile    Kegnauh,   with 
threefcore  others,  without  trial  or  examination,  were 
declared    guilty    of   a    confpiracy  againft    the    re- 
public.     The  monftrous  iniquity   of  combining  fo 
many  innocent  perfons  as  accedbries  with  principals 
whom  they  had   never  feen,   (truck  1'AmiraJ  with 
furprife  and  indignation  ;  he  declared  it  was  the  only 
circumftance  of  his  fate  which  gave  him  pain  j  and, 
apoftrophifmg  Fouquier  Tinville,  the  public  accufer, 
in  blunt  and  vulgar,  though  expreflive,  terms,  he  ex- 
claimed :  "  Is  the  devil  in  you  to  accufe  all  thefe  people 
of  being  confederates  with  me,  who  don't  know  and. 
never  faw  them  *  ?" 

In  expectation  of  the  dav  appointed  for  the 

r  n.  e    ,  '    ,  „   .        .    8th  June. 

felhval  in  honour  or  the  bupreme  Being, 
Robefpierre  got  himfelf  elected  prefident  of  the  con- 
vention, a  nomin-aiion  which*  was  oppofed  by  only 
three  or  four  voices.  David  the  painter  contrived 
the  pantomime,  the  courfe  of  march,  paufes  and 
embraces,  the  emblem  reprefenting  the  deflruction  of 
atheifm,  the  drefles  and  decorations  of  the  members 
and  females,  their  tri-coloured  plumes  and  fcarfs,  their 
garlands  of  oak,  and'  their  nofegays  of  flowers  and 
wheat-ears.  Robefpierre  harangued  the  people  in  the 

*  See  Hiftoire  de  la  Revi.lulior,  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Liberte, 
vol.  XII.  p.  298  }  Didtionaairc  des  Homines  Marquans,  article 
1'Amiral. 
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Car  XIV.  gardens  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
1794.  Champ  de  Mars,  where,  among  other  devices,  an 
artificial  mountain  was  erected,  to  the  top  of  whjch  he 
climbed,  while  the  reft  of  the  convention  gained 
inferior  heights ;  here  he  made  another  harangue  to 
the  people,  and  the  day  terminated  with  hymns  and 
choruffes  to  the  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
Although  great  pains  had  been  beftowed  in  preparing 
the  exhibition  of  this  day,  it  did  not,  in  all  refpects, 
anfwer  the  intention  of  the  projectors  ;  Robefpierre 
gave  offence  by  marching  at  the  head  of  the  legiflature, 
at  too  great  a  diftance  from  his  colleagues,  and  flill 
more  by  keeping  them  two  hours  waiting  for  his 
'arrival ;  he  was  not  fo  cordially  received  as  he  ex- 
pected, and  an  attempt  to  raife  the  cry  of  Vive  Robef- 
pierre was  not  feconded  by  the  multitude. 

Yet  in  all  parts  of  the  republic  the  authority  of 
this  demagogue  was  at  its  greatefl  height ;  the  com- 
;mittee  of  public  fafety  was  devoted  to  his  orders ;  the 
convention  in  general  moved  only  by  the  dictates  of 
his  will ;  his  name  gave  authority  and  popularity  to 
all  the  acts  of  government ;  and  to  him  were  more 
abject  compliments,  and  a  greater  profufion  of  homage, 
paid  than  to  all  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe ;  nay 
fome  tributes  of  adulation  approached  the  ftyle  of 
Afiatic  bombaft  and  fervility.  He  was  ftyled  "the 
glorious  incorruptible  Robefpierre,  who  covers  the 
republic  with  his  virtues  and  talents,  as  with  a  fhield  ; 
who  joins  to  the  felf-denial  of  a  Spartan  or  Roman  of 

early 
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early  date  the  eloquence  of  an  Athenian.  Even 
tendernefs  and  humanity  of  his  difpofition  were  1794.. 
praifed  !  One  man  congratulated  hirnfelf  on  a  perfonal 
refemblance  to  him  j  and  another,  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  hundred  miles,  declared  he  was  haftening  to  Paris 
to  feaft  his  eyes  with  a  fight  of  him.  He  was  com- 
pared, not  by  an  individual,  but  by  a  body  of  people, 
to  the  Mefiiah,  announced  by  the  Supreme  Being  as 
the  reformer  of  all  things ;  and  afterwards  he  was 
faid  to  manifefl  himfelf  like  the  Almighty,  by  miracles. 
On  fome  occafion  a  Te  Deum  was  performed  for  him, 
the  burthen  of  which  was  Vive  Robefpierre,  Vive  La 
Republique  *  /" 

To  confirm  this  pre-eminence,  and  crufh  for  ever 
all  who  could  hope  to  rival  him  in  the  public  favour, 
nothing  was  wanting  but  a  relaxation  of  the  fyftem  of 
terror,  and  a  return  to  the  long-neglected  forms  of 
juftice  and  humanity.  Hopes  were  entertained  that 
fuch  a  reform  was  intended,  when  the  celebration  of 
the  grand  feftival  was  marked  as  a  day  of  mercy,  the 
fittings  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  were  fufpended, 
the  operation  of  the  guillotine  flopped,  and  all  arrefls 
forbidden.  The  next  day  but  one,  however, 
crufhed  all  thefe hopes;  when  Couthon,  in  the 
name  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  obtained  a 

'  Tench's  Correlpondence,    p.    194,  from  Courtois*  report  of 
16  Nivofe  (5lb  January). 

decree 
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CH.  XIV-decree  extending  beyond  conception  the  defcription 
of  counter-revolutionary  crimes,  abrogating  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  proofs,  depriving  the  prifoners  of  official 
defenders,  and  augmenting  the  number  of  judges  and 
jurymen  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal.     This  decree 
did  not  pafs,   as  all  others  had  for  a  long  period, 
without  debate  or  animadverfion  ;   when  it  was  read, 
Ruamps  exclaimed,  "  If  this  law  pafles  without  dif- 
cuflion,  nothing  remains  for  the  deputies,  but  to  blow 
out  their  brains.'*     Lecointre  of  Verfailles,  Bourdon 
de  POife,  and  a  few  others,  claimed  an  adjournment 
of  two  days ;  but  they  were  overruled  by  the  art  of 
Barrere  and  the  violence  of  Robefpierre,  the  latter  of 
whom   particularly  infifted  that  he  had  defended  the 
remaining  adherents  of  the  Briffotine  party  from  the 
daggers  of  thofe  who  now  affected  to  oppofe  a  decree 
not  more  complicated  or  extenfive  than  many  others 
which  they  had  fanclioned  without  hefitation. 

1   -i  j.L  « 

Notwithflanding  this  defeat,  the  new  oppc- 
fition  party  returned  to  the  attack  the  next  day  ;  and 
Bourdon,  Merlin  of  Douay,  Charles  de  Lacroix, 
Tallien,  and  a  few  others,  objected  to  one  of  the 
offences  mentioned  in  the  decree,  by  the  title  of  de- 
praving the  public  morals.  They  were  again  attacked 
by  Robefpierre  :  Bourdon  de  1'Oife,  who  led  the  op- 
pofition,  was  driven  to  fhifts,  explanations,  and  ter- 
giverfations  j  Tallien  was  publicly  reproached  wi:h 
being  a  liar  and  patron  of  criminals,  and  Lacroix 

driven 
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driven  to  the  neceflity  of  withdrawing  his  motion  forCn.  XIV. 
an  explanation  of  the  words  in  the  decree*. 

This  victory  over  an  incipient  oppofition  would,  if 
prudently  ufed,  have  rendered  the  fupremacy  of 
Robefpierre  unaflailable.  Nothing  popular  formed 
the  ground  of  objection, .  it  was  entirely  confined  to 
the  fafety  of  the  individuals  who  complained ;  they 
admitted  the  law  to  be  falutary,  but  feared  it  would 
be  extended  to  reprefcntatives.  Had  Robefpierre 
inftantly  caufed  them  to  be  arrefted,  no  portion  of 
the  public  would  have  been  interefted  in  their  fate; 
but  he  feems  to  have  occupied  his  thoughts  more  with 
the  means  of  gaining  abfolute  power  by  one  fingle 
exertion,  than  with  revenge  on  a  few  members  whom 
he  thought  too  infignificant  to  produce  any  ferious 
injury  to  his  power  and  popularity.  His  aim  was  to 
let  all  his  affociates  in  power  dip  their  hands  deeply 
in  blood  and  crimes,  fo  as  to  render  themfelves 
odious  to  all  mankind  ;  then  fuddenly  appearing  the 
advocate  of  humanity,  as  he  had  already  of  fome 
portion  of  religious  toleration,  to  have  united  round 
him  all  the  friends  of  the  Gironde,  all  the  fupporters 
of  the  catholic  faiih,  and  the  great  mafs  of  people 
whom  oppreflion  and  blood  had  wearied  and  dif- 
gufled  ;  and  having  by  this  divifion  overthrown  thofe 
whom  he  dreaded  in  the  convention  and  committee 
of  public  fafety,  eftablifhed  a  new  fyftem  of  govern- 

*  See  debates  ;  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution,  par  deux  Amis  <3e  la 
HJbert6,  vol.  XII.  p.  311,  et  feq. 
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CH.  Xlv.ment,  in  which  every  thing  fhould  have  moved  round 


1794"    kirn  as  ^e  ch*ef  anc^  centre' 

For  the  execution  of  this  project  he  wanted  vigour 
and  courage  ;  as  a  preparatory  ftep,  he  withdrew  from 
the  deliberations  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety 
for  four  decades,  during  which  period  the  laws  of 
blood  and  plunder  were  executed  with  redoubled  fury. 
Impelled  by  Billaud  de  Varennes,  Collot  d'Herbois, 
Couthon,  and  St.  Juft,  the  guillotine  worked  with 
inceffant  energy,  and  the  crowds  in  the  prifons  were 
daily  augmented  ;  the  labours  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  were  reduced  to  the  mere  ceremony  of 
reading  lifts  of  names,  and  .deriding  the  prifoners  ; 
while  crowds  of  women  placed  in  the  ftreets,  and 
paid  by  government,  purfued  the  victims  to  the 
fcaffold  with  fcreams,  reproaches,  and  infults. 

Finance  was  the  fubject  of  many  pompous  reports, 
but  in  reality  it  was  apparent  to  every  one  that  fraud 
and  force  were  the  only  refources  of  government. 
Their  expences  were  in  all  refpects  enormous  ;  and 
in  the  fingle  charge  of  fpies  over  the  conduct  of 
individuals,  or,  as  they  were  called,  committees  of  in- 
fpection,  an  annual  expence  of  thirty-two  millions  of 
pounds  flerllng  was  incurred  *.  The  people  felt  all 
the  miferies  of  famine  ;  commerce  was  annihilated, 
and  induftry  fupprefled  ;  the  poflellion  of  wealth  was 
certain  deftruction  j  to  hold  any  of  the  neceflaries  of 

• 

*  Tench's  Correfpondence,  p.  189, 
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life,  fubje&ed  the  citizen  to  theinfults  of  r e volu denary  CH.X I  v. 
plunderers,  and  the  horrors  of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  ^^ 
maximum.  There  was  in  Paris  a  general  want  of 
bread,  meat,  milk,  eggs,  and  even  fuel.  The  depreci- 
ated paper  money  would  not  afford  a  fufficiency  of 
thefe  articles  to  fupport  the  wives  and  families  of  the 
labourers,  and  the  difficulties  fuflained  by  the  poor 
furpafs  defcription.  When  they  complained  of  diftrefs 
at  home,  they  were  directed  to  turn  their  thoughts 
towards  the  glories  of  the  armies  of  the  republic,  to 
fuffer  with  patience  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and 
to  impofe  on  themfelves  voluntary  fafts,  or  civic  lents. 
The  confidential  friends  of  Robefpierre  propofed  fome 
meafures  calculated  to  gain  popularity  by  promifing 
relief,  particularly  Couthon,  who  made  a  report  on  d 
project  for  abrogating  mendicancy  ;  and  Robefpierre 
himfelf  interfered,  in  the  name  of  humanity  and  juftice, 
in  behalf  pf  an  infane  fanatical  woman  calling  herfelf 
Catherine  Theos,  the  mother  of  God,  whom  fome 
members  of  government  were  defirous  of  putting  to 
death. 

While  Robefpierre  abfented  himfelf  from  the  com- 
mittee of  public  fafety,  it  was  fuppofed  that  he 
was  arranging  with  his  brother,  Couthon,  St.  Juft, 
and  a  few  more  intimate  confidants,  his  future 
meafures,  and  marking  for  his  lafl  and  mod  important 
victims  Barrere,  Collot  d'Herbois,,  and  a  few  members 
of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  with  Tallien,  Vadier, 
and  fome  others  of  the  mod  fanguinary  indi\  iduals  in 

the 
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CH.XIV.  the  convention.  It  is  faid  that  a  lift  of  his  victims 
was  difclofed  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety  ;  but 
without  fixing  extraordinary  credit  to  this  fact,  it  may 
be  fuppofed  that  thofe.  againft  whom  he  had  lately 
(hewn  a  violent  animofity  could  not  without  alarm 
view  his  myfterious  behaviour,  and  muft  conclude 
that  it  betokened  fome  dreadful  defign.  A  party 
was  already  combined,  who  intended,  if  other  means 
failed,  to  affaffinate  him  in  the  convention*  ;  but  they 
made  no  vigorpus  exertion,  nor  did  his  plan  appear 
to  be  animated  with  the  energy  requifite  to  the  per- 
fection of  a  great  project.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
aflerted,  that  while  he  faw  on  every  fide  the  friends  of 
Danton,  the  individuals  who  were  alarmed  for  them- 
felves,  and  thofe  who  longed  for  change,  as  portending 
jio  poffibility  of  greater  evil,  forming  leagues  againft 
him  ;  while  anonymous  letters  threatened,  and  fecret 
information  pointed  out  dangers ;  he  was  harafled  by ' 
remorfe  and  fear,  and  loft  all  prefence  of  mind  f. 

The  jacobins.,  amongft  whom  were  many  friends  of 
Danton,  and  many  confidants  of  the  Briffotines,  did 
not  enter  with  ardour  into  all  the  views  of  Ilobef- 
pierre  ;  but  maintained,  on  many  occafions,  a  torpid 
indiiference,  which  drew  on  them  the  reproaches  of 
his  brother.  The  ingratitude  of  Maximilian  was  now 
feverely  punimed  in  the  lofs  of  three  adherents  whom 
he  had  facririced.  The  energy  and  refoluton  of 

*  Suite  de  1'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  57. 

•f  Hiftoire   tie   la  Ilevolution,  par  deux  Amis  de  la   Libcrte, 
vol.  XII.  p.  366. 
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Damon,  the  eloquence  of  Camilla  Defmcmlins,  and 
the  addrefs  of  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  were  ill  fupplied  by 
the  brutality  and  inconfidcratenefs  of  Henriot,  the 
vulgarity  of  Couthon  and  St.  Juft,  and  the  negative 
afliftance  and  fludioufly  concealed  fervices  of  the  abbe 
Syeyes  and  La  CIos.  Yet  the  habitual  deference  paid 
him,  the  ftrength  of  his  party,  united  by  a  guilty  fear, 
and  the  difunion  of  his  opponents,  occafioned  by  terror, 
rendered  the  event  of  a  contefl  extremely  precarious. 
He  was  known  to  poflefs  an  unlimited  influence  over 
the  national  guard,  and  the  camps  in  the  vicinity  of 
•  Paris  were  devoted  to  him.  The  party  in  oppofition 
did  not  know  their  own  ftrength  ;  for  many  who 
inwardly  hated  the  tyrant,  and  faw  in  his  deftruttion 
their  only  hope  of  fafety,  externally  paid  him  the 
mod  fervile  homage,  and,  as  well  in  his  abfence  as 
when  he  was  prefent,  made  his  praifes  their  favourite 
theme. 

At  length  he  threw  down  the  gauntlet  Of 

.     n.,.          -,  .       .       ,         .,  r    u        26th  July. 

homlity,  and  appearing  m  the  tnb.une  or  the 
convention,  after  a  long  fecefiion,  in  a  prolix  ill-con- 
nefted  fpeech,  complained  of  the  treatment  he  received 
from  intriguers  and  calumniators,  both  abroad  .and  at 
home  :  at  the  head  of  thofe  abroad  he  placed  the  duke 
of  York  and  Pitt ;  thofe  at  home  he  faid  he  mould  not 
name,  but  intimated  fo  llrongly  certain  members  of 
the  convention,  that  feveral  rofe  to  exculpate  them- 
fclvcs.  Lecointre  of  Verfailles  moved  that  his  fpeech- 
%ihould  be  printed,  but  Bourdon  de  1'Gife  required  a 

previous 
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CH.XIV.  previous  reference  to  the  committees,  againft  the 
members  of  which  many  of  its  charges  were  directed  ; 
Cambbn  and  Vadier  complained  of  Robefpierre's 
infinuations  againft  them,  and  accufed  him  of  in- 
tendipg  to  deftroy  the  patriots,  and  of  paralyfing  the 
will  of  the  whole  convention.  . 

Couthon  defended  Robefpierre,  reprobated  the 
fyftem  of  calumny  which  prevailed,  infifted  that  a  line 
of  demarcation  mould  be  drawn  between  the  patriots 
and  the  intriguers,  and  that  the  fpeech  mould  be 
printed  without  being  referred  to  the  committees,  and 
fent  to  all  the  communes  of  the  republic.  A  tumul- 
tuous debate  enfued,  in  which  Freron  demanded  the 
exemption  of  the  members  from  arreft,  adding,  that 
no  man  could  fpeak  freely  while  influenced  by  that 
fear.  Billaud  de  Varennes  anfwered,  that  he  whom 
fear  hindered  from  delivering  his  opinion  was  un- 
worthy the  title  of  reprefentative  of  the  people. 
Barrere  fpoke  a  few  equivocal  words ;  and  Bentabole, 
Charlier,  Amar,  Thirion,  and  Paris,  joined  againft 
Robefpierre.  In  the  end,  however,  the  matter  took 
a  favourable  turn  for  the  ufurper,  and  the  printing  of 
his  fpeech  was  ordered  unconditionally,  but  the  tranf- 
miirion  to  the  communes  was  not  decreed. 

From  the  convention  Robefpierre  haftened  to  read 
his  fpeech  at  the  jacobins,  where  it  excited  a  general 
enthufiafm  in  his  favour.  Couthon  denounced  the 
two  committees  as  traitors  j  Coffinhal,  a.  judge  of 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  propofed  the  purification 

of 
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of  the  convention,  -which  \vas  well   underftooft  to  CH  XIV. 
import  the  deftruction   of  all  the  members  except 
thofe  devoted  to  his  patron ;  and  David,  embracing 
Robefpierre,  promifed  if  he  drank  hemlock  to  mare 
the  potion. 

The  imminence  of  danger  did  not'aroufe 

2/th  July. 

the  opponents  of  Robefpierre  to  decifive 
conduct.  The  convention  met  the  next  day,  and 
bufmefs  was  proceeding  in  its  ufual  channel,  till  St. 
Jufl,  infligated  by  his  evil  genius,  and  inflamed  by 
fome  reproaches  directed  againft  him  by  Ccllot 
d'Herbois  at  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  afcended 
the  tribune,  and,  after  ftating  that  the  committees  of 
government  had  directed  him  to  make  a  report  on 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  aflerted  that  their  remedies 
were  infufficient  for  the  exifling  grievances,  and  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  convention  from  himfelf.  This 
exordium  was  confidered  as  a  prefage  of  deftruction ; 
Tallien,  gaining  courage  from  the  emergency,  pufhed 
the  reporter  from  the  tribune^  complained  of  the 
audacity  of  individuals  in  attacking  government,  and 
demanded  that  the  veil  mould  be  withdrawn.  He 
was  interrupted  by  Billaud  de  Varennes,  who,  from 
his  feat,  demanded  an  unequivocal  explanation.  He 
ftated  that  the  convention  was  between  two  preci- 
pices ;  the  public  force  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man 
denounced  by  the  committee,  but  who  was  retained 
in  his  command  by  an  individual— that  individual 
had  for  more  than  a  month  pad  plotteithe  diflblution 

of 
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CH.  XIV.  of  the  convention  :   that  individual  was  Robefpierre. 
"'He  deprecated  tyranny,   and  aiked  if  any   member 
would  wifh  to  live  under  it. 

Robefpierre  was,  at  nrfl,  thunderftruck ;  he  after- 
wards endeavoured  to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  menaces  of  Tallien,  who,  drawing  a  dagger,  and 
brandifhing  it  in  the  eyes  of  his  colleagues,  faid  he 
would  deftroy  him  with  it  unlefs  the  convention 
delivered  him  to  the  fword  of  juftice.  After  fome 
amplification,  he  moved  that  the  fitting  mould  be 
declared  permanent.  His  efforts  were  feconded  by 
Del  mas  and  Barrere,  by  Billaud  de  Varennes,  and 
Collot  d'Herbois,  who  was  prefident. 

A  decree  was  obtained  for  the  arreftation  of 
Henriot,  d'Aubigni,  Lavalette,  Dufrailfe,  all  the  flaff 
of  the  national  guard,  and  a  man  named  Sijas ;  but 
they  had  not  yet  the  courage  to  arreft  the  tyrant 
himfelf.  While  the  prefident  was  arranging  thefe 
decrees,  Robefpierre  got  poffefiion  of  the  tribune, 
but  they  would  not  permit  him  to  utter  a  word  ; 
' '  Down  with  him !  Down  with  Cromwell !"  refounded 

< . »  .N  from  every  quarter.  As  he  perfevered  in  his  efforts 
to  obtain  a  hearing,  a  member  faid  to  him,  "  Robef- 
pierre, you  mail  not  fpeak  j  the  blood  of  Dantcn  is 
upon  your  head,  it  flows  into  your  throat,  it  choaks 
you  1*'  tc  Ah,  ah!'*  exclaimed  he,  grinding  his  teeth 
and  foaming  with  rage — "ah, ah!  robbers!  it  is  Danton, 
then  !"— He  was  heard  no  more  ;  Vadier,  interrupting 
him,  made  a  fpeech  to  unfold  his  tyranny,  and  all  his 

iniquities : 
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iniquities  :  this  blow  completely  overpowered  him- ;  £n.  XIV. 
he  caft  a  look  of  piercing  indignation  'towards  the 
Mountain,  and  reproached  their  defertion  ;  he  is  even 
reported,  in  his  extiemity,  to  have  turned  to  the  right 
Jide,  to  folicit  their  protection,  but  in  vain. 

Tallien  and  Billaud  poured  frefli  accufations  on  his 
head,  with  unceafmg  afliduity.  He  perceived  the 
world  fliding  from  under  him,  and  that  he  would  be 
fpeedily  precipitated  into  the  abyfs  of  deftru&ion : 
"  Well!"  he  exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  defperation, 
"  lead  me,  then,  to  inflant  deaih."  <c  Execrable 
monfler!"  faid  Dumont,  with  a  threatening  gefture> 
"  thou  haft  deferved  it  an  hundred  times!"  The 
decree  for  his  accufation  was  then  put,  and  carried 
vmanimoufly  ;  and  Couthon  and  St.  Juft  were  added. 
The  younger  Robefpierre  and  Lebas  infulting  the 
convention,  and  threatening  fome  of  the  members, 
were  included  in  the  decree  of  accufation.  The 
officer  who  was  ordered  to  take  them  into  cuftody^ 
and  lead  them  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
imprefied  with  the  habitual  refpect  and  fear  excited 
by  the  prefence  of  Robefpierre,  hefitated  to  obey  the 
repeated  commands  of  the  prefident,  and  would  not 
receive  the  prifoners  till  their  chief  made  a  fign  ex- 
preflive  of  his  obedience  to  the  law,  when  they  were 
all  led  out. 

Meantime  the  rumour  of  what  was  doing  in  the 
convention  fpread  all  over  Paris  ;  Robefpierre's  parti- 
fans  loft  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  oppofe  the  rifing 

VOL.  i.  o  o  florm. 
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Ca.xiv  florin.  The  jacobins  afiembled  in  their  hall,  and 
*leat  to  Put  tile  fe&ions  of  Paris  in  a  ftate  of  infur- 
re&ioh.  The  tocfin  was  founded,  the  Greve  covered 
with  armed  men,  and  feveral  pieces  of  artillery  planted 
on  the  Quai  Pelletier,  threatening  the  hall  of  the  con- 
vention ;  the  barriers  were  (hut,  and  Henriot,  who 
had  been  arrefted  and  had  efcaped,  was  indefatigable 
in  collecting  an  armed  force  to  refifl  the  execution  of 
the  decree. 

The  keepers  of  the  various  prifons,  participating  in 
the  general  dread  excited  by  the  name  of  Robefpierre, 
had  refufed  to  receive  him  and  the  other  deputies, 
who  were  fpeedily  refcued  from  their  guard,  and 
having  opened  a  fitting  at  the  hote^de-ville,  outlawed 
the  national  convention.  After  fpending  much  time 
in  debate,  which  confpirators  of  only  moderate  talents 
would  have  employed  much  more  effectually,  they 
fent  a  part  of  the  armed  force,  and  Henriot  at  their 
head,  to  diffblve  the  convention. 

But  that  body,  convinced  that  they  were  ftruggling 
for  their  lives,  had,  in  the  time  fo  foolifhly  wafted  by 
their  opponents,  concerted  meafures  againfl  them  : 
Legendre  had  difperfed  the  jacobin  club ;  feven 
deputies  were  fent  into  the  various  parts  of  the  city 
with  a  proclamation,  explaining  the  true  ftate  of 
things ;  a  decree  of  outlawry  was  paffed  againft  the 
commune  ;  and  when  Henriot,  at  the  head  of  his  troop, 
made  his  appearance  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Tuil- 
leries,  they  put  him  alfo  out  of  the  law.  The  effect 

operated 
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operated  like  ele&ricity ;  his  foldiers,  panic-ftruck, 
refufed  to  obey  his  orders ;  the  people  demanded  his 
arreftation ;  and  he,  confufed  and  abafhed,  haftened 
to  the  hotel  de~-uille,  to  inform  his  colleagues  of  his  ill 
fuccefs.  The  convention,  feeing  the  opera  lion  of  their 
new  engine,  proclaimed  fentence  of  outlawry  againfl 
Kobefpierre  and  all  his  aflbciates,  and  fet  a  price  on 
their  heads. 

The  feven   deputies   had  fucceeded   in 
•r  r    ,  ,-t.i-  r    28th  July, 

railing  a  party  or  the  armed  inhabitants  or 

Paris  in  their  favour;  and  with  thefe,  reinforced  by 
fome  foldiers  who  remained  faithful  to  the  national 
reprefentation,  they  found  themfelves  able,  at  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  march  againft  the 
commune,  having  firft  perfuaded  the  cannoneers  at 
the  Quai  Pelletier  to  refill  the  commands  of  Henriot, 
and  to  join  them.  The  hoicl-de-ville  might  have 
made  a  powerful  refiftance,  and  perhaps  turned  the 
tide  of  fuccefs  ;  but  the  foldiers  of  the  national  guard, 
hearing  that  the  commune  and  the  deputies  there 
aflembled  were  outlawed,  refufed  obedience  ;  the 
cannoneers  we1  e  differently  difpofed,  but  the  curious 
mob  had  obtained  pofleflion  of  the  gun-carriages,  and 
ufed  them  as  ladders  to  enable  them  to  look  into  the 
windows  of  the  hotel- de-vine,  to  fee  how  the  con- 
fpirators  behaved  in  this  emergency.  Bourdon  de 
rOife,  having  read  to  the  people  the  proclamation  of 
outlawry,  rumed  into  the  hotel-de-inlle^  armed  with  a 
fcbre  and  piflols,  and  followed  by  a  confidcrable  force. 

The 
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£H.  XIV. The  younger  Robefpierre  leaped  out  of  a  window, 
J794.  but  was  taken  up  miferably  bruifed  and  wounded  : 
St.  Juft,  too  pufillanimous  to  efTecT:  his  own  deftru&ion, 
befought  Lebas  to  (hoot  him  ;  "  Coward,"  anfwered 
Lebas,  "  I  have  fomething  elfe  to  do,"  and  imme- 
diately blew  out  his  own  brains :  Coffinhal,  in  a  rage, 
threw  Henriot  out  of  a  window  ;  he  crept  into  a  com- 
mon fewer,  and  was  drawn  forth,  covered  with  blood 
$nd  filth,  by  fome  foldiers,  who  beat  out  one  of  his 
eyes :  Coffinhal  himfelf  efcaped,  but  was,  after  a  few 
days,  betrayed  by  an  intimate  friend,  and  delivered  up 
to  judgment :  the  remaining  adherents  of  Robefpierre 
were  captured  without  difficulty,  and  he  himfelf  wa3 
found  in  one  of  the  apartments  of  the  hotel-de-viMe, 
fitting  fquat  againft  a  wall,  with  a  knife  in  his  hand, 
apparently  intended  for  the  purpofe  of  felf-deftru&ion, 
but  which  he  durft  not  ufe.  A  foldier  who  difcovered 
him,  apprehending  fome  refiftance,  fired  two  piftols 
at  him,  one  of  which  wounded  him  on  the  head,  the 
other  broke  his  under  jaw ;  he  was  taken  and  con- 
ducted before  the  committee  of  general  fecurity  in  an. 
arm-chair,  his  broken  jaw  bound  up  with  a  cloth, 
patted  under  his  chin,  and  tied  at  the  top  of  his  head. 
As  he  was  carried  along  in  this  condition,  he  refted  his 
chin  on  a  handkerchief  which  he  held  in  his  right 
hand,  while  the  elbow  was  fupported  by  his  left. 

A  merTage  was  fent  to  the  convention,  to  know  if  he 
mould  be  brought  to  the  bar ;  but  the  members  unani- 
moufly  exclaimed  tha,t  they  would  nq.more  fuffer  their 
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hall  to  be  polluted  by  the  prefence  of  fuch  a  monfter.Cn.  XIV. 
He  lay  for  fome  hours  in  an  ami-chamber  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  general  fecurity,  ftretched  on  a  table,  motion- 
lefs,  apparently  infenfible  of  corporal  anguifh,  though 
the  blood  flowed  from  his  eyt  s,  mouth,  and  noftrils  ; 
but  torn  with  racking  recollections,  and  abandoned  to 
remorfe,  he  pinched  his  thighs  with  convulfive  agony, 
and  fcowkd  gloomily  around  the  room,  when  he 
fancied  himfelf  unobferved.  After  enduring,  in  this 
fituation,  the  taunts  of  all  who  beheld  him,  he  was 
replaced  in  the  arm-chair,  and  carried  to  the  hofpital, 
called  the  hotel  Dieu,  where  his  wounds  were  drefled 
merely  to  prolong  his  exiftence,  and  from  thence  was 
fent  to  the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie. 

He  was  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal 
the  fame  day,  together  wKh  his  accomplices,  in 
number  twenty -one ;  and  as  they  were  all  out  of  the 
law,  the  identification  of  their  perfons  alone  was  ne- 
ceffary,  and  fentence  of  death  was  demanded  againft 
them  by  their  former  friend  and  creature,  Fouquier 
Tinville,  the  public  accufer. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  at  about  five  o'clock, 
they  were  conduced  to  the  place  of  execution,  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  numerous  fpe£tators,  who  con- 
fidered  the  proceflion  before  them  as  the  earned  of 
future  happinefs.  The  flreets,  the  windows,  and  the 
roofs  of  the  houfes,  were  crowded ;  even  the  guard 
vho  efcorted  them  partook  of  the  general  tranfport, 
and,  which  they  were  never  before  known  to  do, 
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CH.  XIV. joined  the   cry  of  Vive  la  convtntion  !  A  group  of 
1794.    women  Hopped  the  carts,  and  danced  around  them  to 
teftify  their  joy. 

During  this  fatal  progrefs,Robefpierre,  pale  and  dif- 
figured,  held  down  his  head  on  his  breaft,  and  never 
looked  up  except  once,  when  a  woman,  decently 
drefled,  approached  the  cart,  and  uttered  thofe  heart- 
piercing  exclamations  and  deep-drawn  maledictions, 
which  put  it  almoft  beyond  conjecture  that  me  was  a 
mother  whom  his  cruelty  had  deprived  of  a  fon,  or  a 
widow  from  whom  he  had  matched  her  hulband.  At 
hearing  her  horrible  denunciations,  Robefpierre  turned 
his  eyes  languidly  towards  her,  and  flirugged  up  his 
moulders.  He  fuffered  laft  but  one  :  when  he  was 
about  to  be  tied  to  the  fatal  plank,  the  executioner 
matched  the  dreffing  from  his  broken  jaw,  which  im- 
mediately fell,  and  a  profufion  of  blood  gufhed  out ; 
the  horrible  chafm  occafioned  by  the  width  of  his 
mouth,  owing  to  this  accident,  rendered  his  head, 
when  fevered  from  his  body  and  held  up  to  public 
view,  a  moft  terrible  and  difgufting  fpectacle. 

On  the  enfuing  day,  the  triumph  of  the 
'convention   was  .fecured  by   the    execution 
en  maffe  of  the  fixty-two  members  of  the  commune, 
who  had  alfo  been  decreed  out  of  the  law  *. 

*  Biographical  Memoirs,  articles  Robefpierre,  Hen  riot ;  and 
Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution,  par  deux  Amis,  vol.  XII.  and  par  Defa- 
doarts,  vol.  V. 
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